2013 SUNSTONE SYMPOSIUM WEST – Final Program 


OPENING SOCIAL 
FRIDAY 15 March 2013
Berkeley, CA
7:30-9:30 PM

Bring snacks to share and drop in on this pre-symposium gathering! We’ll meet at the home of Sam & Tina Augustine, 1534 Julia Street in Berkeley, CA. Call (510) 666-0482 if you need directions.

By car: take the Ashby exit off I-80 and Sacramento. Julia Street is 3 blocks from the Ashby BART station. 
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SATURDAY 16 MARCH 2013


PACIFIC SCHOOL OF RELIGION

1798 Scenic Drive 
Berkeley, CA 94709
Getting There
By BART: Take BART to the downtown Berkeley station (not the North Berkeley station). It's a 15-minute walk to the PSR campus. On foot, proceed north on Shattuck Ave from the station; turn right onto University Ave; turn left onto Oxford Ave, right onto Hearst Ave; then make an oblique left onto LeConte Ave and walk uphill to the top of the bluff. The PSR campus is on your left.
By AC Transit bus: From the downtown Berkeley BART station, cross Shattuck Ave. to the bus stop at the corner of Shattuck and Center St. Take the #65 bus to the first bus stop on Euclid Ave. Walk one block west (towards the bay) along Le Conte Ave to the PSR campus.
Campus Wi-Fi; the PSR network name is wireless. The password is: XDRFV603bgtfc (case sensitive)
PARKING at PSR
There is an open parking lot behind the Holbrook Building and the Mudd building (numbers 1 and 2, respectively on the map below) with an entrance off Scenic Drive. The lot has a couple of spaces for handicap parking with placard/plate.
There is a covered parking lot under the Seeley G. Mudd Building (#2 on map) with an entrance off Scenic Drive and another from Arch Street.
Street parking is limited to TWO HOURS and tickets are expensive. If you park on the street, you WILL need to move your vehicle every two hours to avoid being ticketed.
Overflow parking is available at the LDS Berkeley Institute of Religion, located  at 2368 Le Conte Ave. There is a driveway to the parking structure by the two white Institute buildings.
WALKABILITY
This area is called Holy Hill for a reason! Le Conte, Arch Street, and Scenic Drive are STEEP but walkable.
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2. Seeley G. Mudd Building

3. Chapel of the Great Commission

Morning plenary sessions will take place in the Chapel of the Great Commission.
Morning plenary sessions and onsite registration will take place in the Chapel of the Great Commission.

Registration opens at 8:00 am in the chapel lobby.


8:30—9:15 AM  Devotional 

1. The Apotheosis of Eve and the Nadir of God in the Garden of Eden: The Psychological and Mythological Implications of Eve's Choice

MICHAEL VINSON is a Master's graduate of the Divinity School of the University of Cambridge, and is a columnist for Sunstone magazine. He teaches the monthly Sunstone Institute class/podcast.

Chair: KATHRYN PRITCHETT

9:30—10:30 AM     PLENARY 

2.  PANEL: Mormon Studies at Graduate Theological Union and in the Academy

Moderator: ROBERT A. REES, visiting professor of Mormon Studies, Graduate Theological Union; member of the Dialogue Board, editor of Why I Stay: The Challenges of Discipleship for Contemporary Mormons (Signature Books, 2011).

Panelists: 
ARTHUR HOLDER, Dean and Vice President of Academic Affairs, Graduate Theological Union.

MICHAEL G. REED is a doctoral student in the History/Christianity program at GTU.

SHEILA TAYLOR earned a PhD in systematic theology from the Graduate Theological Union.


10:45 AM—12:00 PM    PLENARY 

3. PANEL: More Paint, Less Corner? New Developments in LDS/LGBTQ Relations
Abstract: The past year brought many new developments, including the launch of the LDS Church’s website MORMONSANDGAYS.ORG, the Church’s amicus brief regarding Proposition 8, the new blog No More Strangers, Mormons Building Bridges and marching in gay pride parades across the US, the LDS Church pulling support from the anti-discrimination law under review in the Utah Legislature, and LDS Boy Scout leaders asking the BSA to delay a vote on inclusive Scouting—to name some of the happenings.
What impact have these new developments had in LDS/LGBT relations? Is the Church making progress toward empathy and meaningful inclusivity for LGBT sisters and brothers? Or is the Church taking one step forward and two steps back? Where would LGBT Mormons and their allies most like to see improvement? How will LGBT/LDS relations continue to evolve?
Moderator: LAURA COMPTON is a lifelong Mormon whose “straight ally” seeds were planted as she grew up in the San Francisco Bay Area observing the effects of Harvey Milk and then the outbreak of AIDS and its tragic devastation. Laura’s other passions include Mormon history, feminism and social justice.

Panelists: BRAD CARMACK graduated from the JD/MPA program at BYU in 2011, and became a licensed California attorney that same year. During grad school he authored Homosexuality: A Straight BYU Student’s Perspective. He keynoted at Affirmation's 2011 conference and presented Why Mormonism Can Abide Gay Marriage at Sunstone 2011. 

MITCH MAYNE is an openly gay, active Latter-day Saint serving as executive secretary in the bishopric of the Bay Ward in San Francisco. In addition to this calling, Mitch works to build bridges between the LGBT and Mormon communities, and speaks and writes publicly about his experiences as an openly gay Mormon.

CAROL LYNN PEARSON is a long-time ally to LDS gay and lesbian people.  Her books on the subject are Goodbye, I Love You; No More Goodbyes; and The Hero’s Journey of the Gay and Lesbian Mormon.  Her stage play Facing East tells the story of an upstanding LDS couple dealing with the suicide of their gay son.

ROBERT A. REES, visiting professor of Mormon Studies, Graduate Theological Union; member of the Dialogue Board, editor of Why I Stay: The Challenges of Discipleship for Contemporary Mormons (Signature Books, 2011).

WENDY MONTGOMERY is a life-long member of the Church and a mother of five, including a gay son. She has become an important new voice in the conversation about gays and Mormons. She blogs at No More Strangers: LGBT Mormon Forum.






12:15 – 1:30 PM     PLENARY 

4. PANEL: Catholic-Mormon Dialogue on Ordination: Does God Call Women in Patriarchal Religions to Ministry?

Catholic and Mormon feminists share a deep love and respect for our religious communities; pursue a common mission to advocate for practical, equitable, and inclusive changes; and many feel a call to ministry as a way for  women’s spiritual gifts and power to  enrich the larger community. 

Today, we bring together four women from patriarchal religions to explore what happens when religious feminists call an all-male priesthood into question and examine the theological and cultural assumptions upon which an all-male priesthood rests. How can we help each other in advocating for ordination and expanded roles for women? Being aware of each other’s faith and concerns, becoming versed in each other’s prior activism, and working together can help swing the pendulum toward equality in both traditions.

Moderator: TODD COMPTON, PhD, Classics, UCLA; independent historian and Mormon feminist.

Introduction: MARY ELLEN ROBERTSON, MA, women’s studies in religion, Claremont Graduate University; executive director of Sunstone.

Panelists:  

LORIE WINDER MA, Humanities, BYU; former editor, Mormon Women's Forum Quarterly; co-founder, Sunstone West.

MARGARET TOSCANO is an assistant professor of classics and comparative literature at the University of Utah, where she also received her PhD In her academic life she works on topics relating to myth, religion, and gender. She is a long-time contributor to the Sunstone Symposium and the Sunstone Magazine. She is also a co-founder of the Mormon Women’s Forum.

CHRISTINE HAIDER-WINNETT serves as co-president of the Women's Ordination Conference, the world's oldest and largest organization working primarily for women's equality in the Roman Catholic Church. Christine is currently pursuing a Masters in Divinity at Pacific School of Religion, and a certificate in Women's Studies in Religion at the Graduate Theological Union.

VICTORIA RUE, M.Div., PhD. Victoria is a Roman Catholic woman priest ordained in 2005, a lecturer at San Jose State University in Women's Studies and Comparative Religious Studies and at Pacific School of Religion, GTU. Her book, Acting Religious: Theatre as Pedagogy in Religious Studies, was published in 2005 by Pilgrim Press.

LUNCH 1:30 – 3:00 pm

Box lunches are available primarily through pre-registration, but there may be extras available for purchase. Ask about availability at registration. 

The Berkeley LDS Institute of Religion has graciously offered space for us to use at lunch time. The Institute is located at 2368 Le Conte in Berkeley, which is half a block south of the PSR campus. This area is walkable but very STEEP!

The Institute is also letting us use their parking lot for overflow parking if the PSR lot is full.

Be sure to return from lunch in time for our afternoon breakout sessions starting at 3:00 pm in the Seeley G. Mudd building!


Afternoon breakout sessions will be in the Seeley G. Mudd classroom building at PSR (building # 2 on the campus map).

3:00—4:00 PM

5. The Religious Beliefs & Practices of Magical Treasure Seekers

Although Joseph Smith and early Mormonism are not the main focus of this paper, I will present many interesting details that strongly parallel Joseph Smith’s religious beliefs and practices. Such details I suggest are important and useful for ascertaining the ways in which Joseph Smith’s treasure seeking activities informed his development/restoration of the Church.  

MICHAEL G. REED earned a BA and MA from California State University, Sacramento. An expansion of his MA thesis entitled Banishing the Cross: The Emergence of a Mormon Taboo was published by John Whitmer Books. He is working on a doctorate in the History/Christianity program at Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley.

Chair:   LISA FAHEY

Room:	MUDD 103

6. Effects of Postmodernism: A Case Study on the Gospel Teaching Approach for LDS Youth

Abstract: The Church recently announced a restructured Gospel teaching approach for Church youth. Videos were produced explaining this new approach and were shown in many Wards including to adults. The theme of this new approach was that instructors will be presenting Gospel topics is a more thematic manner and are to act as "facilitators" more closely following the teaching pattern and example of Jesus Christ. In fact, such teaching styles are antithetical to those of the Savior, and represent a style which is much more aligned with the Post Modern era in which we live in than with Judeo-Christian roots. Is such change in approach a harbinger of things to come in the Church, and if so what might the ramifications of such changes be?

RANDY RUMMLER, MD is a psychiatrist with additional training in Jungian psychoanalytic thought and works as a consultant in the disability field. He is an active member of the Emigration 6th Ward in Salt Lake City and serves as a High Priest instructor and
Cub Scout leader.

Respondent: LAURA COMPTON has blogged about the YW/YM curriculum and counts Mormon history, feminism and social justice among her passions.

Chair:    ADAM FORD

Room:	MUDD 102

7. Thinking Theologically About Mental Illness  

Abstract: Mental illness poses many provocative questions for theology. In this paper, I would like to consider some of the issues surrounding mental illness that come up specifically in the context of LDS teachings. I will look at questions regarding its effects on agency and accountability; questions about how it relates to the nature of the self and identity, particularly in light of LDS beliefs about eternally existing intelligences; and finally, ways in which mental illness can affect spirituality.

SHEILA TAYLOR earned a PhD in systematic theology from the Graduate Theological Union.
Respondent: MICHELLE LEE is a member of the Menlo Park Stake and a Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor based in Palo Alto, specializing in women’s issues and adolescent development.

Chair:   HEATHER MOORE-FARLEY

Room:	MUDD 101
4:15—5:15 PM

8. The New Western History and Mormon History

The leading historians of the “New Western History”—Patricia Limerick, Richard White, Don Worster and William Cronon—have dismantled Frederick Jackson Turner’s thesis that the American character was shaped by pioneers coming to virgin land. According to Limerick et al., pioneers came west to a land already occupied, by Indians, conquered them, then marginalized them. In this paper, I examine how Mormon history—the view of Mormon pioneers making the desert blossom like a rose, with Utah Indians seen as a passing annoyance, when they’re remembered at all—might fit into the New Western history.

TODD COMPTON is the author of In Sacred Loneliness: the Plural Wives of Joseph Smith (1997 Signature Books) and Victim of the Muses: the Poet as Scapegoat, Warrior and Hero (2006 Harvard University Press). 

Chair:     TOM KIMBALL

Room:	MUDD 102

9. Not Such an Odd Couple: Mormon Feminism and LGBT Advocacy

Abstract: Mormon feminists and Mormon LGBT members are often viewed as two separate groups with distinct agendas. While each group may have goals that differ from those of the other, are there significant ways they are similar?  What are the goals and initiatives of each group—and are the goals well defined and uncontested?  What are the parameters of feminist and LGBT advocacy in the Mormon community? With these questions in mind, panelists will discuss the Mormon feminist and LGBT advocacy movements and examine their points of intersection, including the critical role of allies in both causes.

Moderator: LORIE WINDER MA, Humanities, BYU; former editor, Mormon Women's Forum Quarterly; co-founder, Sunstone West.

Panelists: TRESA EDMUNDS is a writer, craft designer, and award winning activist dedicated to feminism, gay rights, and disability advocacy. She is a founding board member and president of LDS WAVE, a blogger at feministmormonhousewives.org, a contributor at The Guardian UK, and frequently makes appearances on outlets such as NPR stations and HuffPost Live.

MITCH MAYNE is an openly gay, active Latter-day Saint serving as executive secretary in the bishopric of the Bay Ward in San Francisco. In addition to this calling, Mitch works to build bridges between the LGBT and Mormon communities, and speaks and writes publicly about his experiences as an openly gay Mormon.

CAROL LYNN PEARSON is a long-time ally to LDS gay and lesbian people.  Her books on the subject are Goodbye, I Love You; No More Goodbyes; and The Hero’s Journey of the Gay and Lesbian Mormon.  Her stage play Facing East tells the story of an upstanding LDS couple dealing with the suicide of their gay son.

Room:	MUDD 103

10.  Is There a Faith Crisis in Contemporary Mormonism? 

There has been considerable buzz in the blogosphere and elsewhere about a growing faith crisis among contemporary Mormons. This crisis of faith can be described as a state of intense emotional and spiritual distress resulting from the discovery of discrepancies between historical & scientific facts and the official LDS narrative. To what extent is the faith crisis real? What are its dimensions? What kinds of strategies should be considered to address it? What is the impact of electronic and social media on faith? This presentation is based on a survey of over 3,000 Latter-day Saints who have recently or are currently experiencing a faith crisis. 

ROBERT A. REES, Visiting Professor of Mormon Studies, Graduate Theological Union, member of the Dialogue Board, editor of Why I Stay: The Challenges of Discipleship for Contemporary Mormons (Signature Books, 2011).

Respondent: MICHAEL VINSON

Chair:    ADAM FORD

Room:	MUDD 101

5:30—6:30 PM

11.  “Greatly Enlarge the Sole”: LDS Corporate Governance Since 1842

Abstract: Most Mormons have little understanding of the structure and governance of the LDS legal entity that receives and allocates tithing funds. In this paper, I help answer the question of “What is ‘The Church’ anyway?” by:
· Detailing the corporate history of The Corporation of the President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and The Corporation of the Presiding Bishop of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
· Illustrating the mechanism of prophetic/corporate succession
· Cautioning against an interpretation of religious freedom that values corporations over God’s Children

BRAD CARMACK graduated from the JD/MPA program at Brigham Young University in 2011, and became a licensed California attorney that same year. He majored in biology, clerked for Justice Joel Horton of the Idaho Supreme Court, and worked as a teacher’s assistant for human resources law, biodiversity, management ethics, and bioethics.

Respondent: KRYS CORBETT works in the biopharma industry, managing and revising long-term strategic business arrangements between companies. She's a graduate of  BYU and Duke Law School. Krys enjoys Sunstone and loves to ponder the way Mormons interact, organize themselves, and relate to God.     

Chair:   M.J. PRITCHETT 

Room:	MUDD 103

12.  Preventing Tragedy: A Columbine Alumna’s Theory on the Power of the Golden Rule

Abstract: When we examine the lives of perpetrators of tragic events, we often see a recurring theme of exclusion. As gun and healthcare debates sweep the nation, these issues, while potentially helpful, do little to address the root issue. Christ presented the best solution when He said, “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.” (Matt 7:12) I submit that true gun control and suicide prevention is achievable when we stop making an “other” any of our brothers and sisters.

KATHY CARLSTON was a freshman at Columbine High School who was present when tragedy struck on April 20, 1999. Upon hearing about the tragic events in Newtown Connecticut, she started a project attempting to offer hope and love to those affected by any similar tragedy, most especially to those at Sandy Hook Elementary. Drawing inspiration from the Trevor Project, Kathy and her fellow Columbine alumni have begun to produce “It Gets Better” videos which will be available on YouTube in February. In these videos, Kathy and her classmates talk about their individual
healing processes, ways that friends and family of those affected can help the most, and other related topics.

Respondent/chair:   MICHAEL J. STEVENS, PhD, organizational psychology; professor and business department chair, Weber State University.

Room:	MUDD 102

13. Where Have All of Brigham Young’s Wives Gone? Mormon Ambivalence Toward its Polygamous Past

Abstract: This presentation focuses on changing LDS perceptions of polygamy as practiced by Brigham Young. Based on an examination of various biographical accounts of the Nineteenth Century Mormon leader, we’ll consider three questions:  How have Latter-day Saint perceptions of Brigham Young as the polygamist husband to  55 women have changed and evolved over past 140 years? What explains the declining emphasis on Young’s polygamous role during the 20th century, as reflected in semi-official LDS Church writings and official statements?  What does this tell us about changing perceptions of polygamy among Latter-day Saints in general?

NEWELL G. BRINGHURST is an independent scholar and Professor Emeritus of history and political science at College of the Sequoias in Visalia, CA, having retired after a 35 year career in the classroom.  He was born in Salt Lake City Utah and received his bachelors and masters degrees at the University of Utah before attending the University of California, Davis, where he received his PhD. 

Respondent: GEORGIA PLATTS  holds a Ph.D. in sociology from UCLA and teaches sociology and women’s studies at Foothill College. She has a blog, BroadBlogs, and is also a Ms. Blogger.

Chair: KATHRYN PRITCHETT

Room:	MUDD 101
















DINNER GROUP
[bookmark: _GoBack]
For anyone interested in continuing Symposium conversations a bit longer, a group will be going to Crepevine for dinner after sessions end. 

Crepevine serves sweet and savory crepes, sandwiches, salads, pastas, omelets, pancakes, French toast, and breakfasty side dishes.

Crepevine is located at 1600 Shattuck Ave in Berkeley, CA 94709. 510.705.1836 crepevine.com. All are welcome to join us for mind and body nourishment and good conversation!



SUNDAY 17 MARCH 2013

Symposium attendees are welcome to attend LDS Church services at the Berkeley Ward, which will be celebrating the Relief Society’s birthday in sacrament meeting!

The Berkeley ward is located at 1501 Walnut (at the corner of Walnut and Vine) in Berkeley. Meetings begin at 9:30 am.

We strongly encourage carpooling to church services, as there is limited parking in the lot and on the street.


  Special thanks to:

KRYS CORBETT, ADAM FORD, MITCH MAYNE, ROBERT A. REES, MINDI RITZMAN, and LORIE WINDER for their help with underwriting and putting together the great program.

We appreciate SAM & TINA AUGUSTINE offering their home for our opening social!

For more information and a final program, see WWW.SUNSTONEMAGAZINE.COM/SYMPOSIUM
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