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Letters 

Enclosed you w~ll f~nd a check to cover 
calendar and subscription for one year. I 
am working on a thesis on LDS religion at 
the Un~versity of Oslo, and although I have 
good relation to the Church in Norway, 
(w~thout being a Church member myself), I 
do miss contacts with the more intellectual 
Mormon circles in the States. Notthat I want 
to say anything bad about Church 
members here - they are all very nice 
people - but the situation they llve In, as a 
tiny, little-understood minority, demands 
that they develop narrowness of mind more 
than openness, to defend their position. 
Hoping to have a good magazine. 

Tormond Ropeid 
Oslo. Norway 

The news that a new Mormon-based journal 
for young people is to be published is good 
news indeed. Hopefully th~s new forum will 
encourage articles from students who have 
never wntten for publication before. Any 
incentive that will help more Mormons to 
thinkcleally and put theirthoughts down on 
paper will be a benefit to our society. 

Best wishes to the editors as they take on 
the arduous responsibilities of publication. 
May they have strength to maintain their 
standards, energy to keep the journal lively, 
subscnbers to fill their coffers, and luck to 
meet their deadlines. 

Claudia L. Bushman 
Belmont, Massachusetts 

I am going to give Sunstone a try. I really 

wonder, however, if there IS an audience for 
another publication of th~s type. I have been 
a subscriber to Dialogue since its 
beginning and am aware of the struggle it 
has to remain in print. It would seem wise if 
you were to join forces. If not now, "down 
the road a piece." I am not in a position to 
make a contribution in addition to the 
regular subscription and I debated for 
some time whether to send this in. BYU 
Studies is a similar type publication. I'm 
asked to subscribe to the new publication 
of the Mormon History Association. 

While I enjoy having these additional 
writings, they are not a substitute for the 
regular magazines of the Church and 
anyone who subscribes to them in lieu of 
the regular magazines, the Ensign, the 
New Era, the Friend, and the Church 
News, is making a mistake. Nevertheless, 
success to you. 

Glenn Schwendiman 
Freeport, Illinois 

I too believe in the great potentla1 of young 
Saints everywhere. It w~ll be ~ntereshng to 
see if Sunstone genuinely helps these 
young people to grow and mature, or if it 
becomes instead an instrument for keeping 
them in perpetual adolescence. Having 
been involved In the "Student Movement" 
of my own college years, I saw the potential 
hazards which can accompany any 
undertak~ng that tends to ~ns~tutronal~ze the 
student condition. If I have any words of 
adv~ce for your fledgling enterprise, it would 
be to caution you against the "perennial 
sophomore," who IS learning not for the 
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future, or even for learning's own sake, but 
rather to avoid facing life outside of the 
university. I have one young man 
particularly in mind, who was a "wheel" of 
sorts when I entered the university as a 
freshman and was still trying to remain such 
after I left some six years later. As far as I 
know, he is still on Campus -though the 
very idea is absurd. If he is, I'm sure he will 
submit a manuscript. 

Robert F. Bennett 
Woodland Hills, California 

It was a great thrill for me to leam of your 
plans to publish an independent joumal of 
arts and letters for young Latter-day Saints. 
I have been dreaming, praying, and 
working hard to formulate and bring about 
the proper goals of such a publication for 
twenty years. When I helped found 
Dialogue: A Journalof Mormon Thought ten 
years aso, a major purpose was to provide 
a place for Mormons in their late teens and 
early twenties, those who face special 
problems In developing their faith - as a 
result of the new challenges of academic or 
military or work experience as well as their 
natural intellectual development- to 
express themselves and hear from others 
who had passed or were passing through 
the same opportunities and trials. 
Dalogue's other purposes have kept it from 
doing this as well as I had hoped and there 
is certainly room - and need - for a 
publication such as yours, though I hope 
your readers will take advantage of 
Dialogue's special rate for students and 
continue to treat themselves to the fine 
writing about the Restored Church that IS 

published there. 

Perhaps I could venture one suggestion, 
the fruit of that twenty years of personal 
struggle. You are taking hold of sacred 
things when you presume to publish - to 
give them indelible and widespread 
existence - Ideas and expressions about 
what is in fact the Kingdom of the Lord, and 
you are venturing out on extremely nsky 
ground when you presume to do that 

without the direct guidance of the Lord's 
Priesthood leaders. I believe it is worth the 
risk, because there are important things 
you can do with an open forum to build the 
Kingdom (not better, but other things) that 
the Church's official publications cannot 
do. That's of course why the Lord told us to 
be anxiously engaged in the work and do 
many things of our own free will, because 
"the power IS in [us]." But my suggestion IS 

that you remember in all you do that it e the 
Lord's work, that to succeed in any 
meaningful sense you must have his help 
and must seek it In prayer as you work 
alone and together and must take that help 
when ~t comes- even when it comes in the 
formof inspiration from hlm or counsel from 
his servant that requires you to put your 
loyalty to his work of saving souls above 
everything, above your own prestige and 
ambitions, your academic standards and 
esthetic values, even the journal's very 
existence, if it comes to that. Such painful 
choices will be very few, I believe, fewer 
than we faced with Dialogue's pioneering 
effort, but if you are not prepared to make 
them, even better perhaps than we did, 
you will not succeed - and you should 
not. 

Those of us in the Church who need and 
value such thlngs as Sunstone - because 
of our nature, our special intellectual gifts 
the Lord has given us to complement the 
equally valuable gifts he has given others in 
the Klngdom - tend to value highly and 
quote often the last part of the thirteenth 
Article of Faith: "If there is anything virtuous, 
lovely, or of good report or praiseworthy, we 
seek afterthese things." We need to remind 
ourselves that there are twelve and a half 
Articles of Faith which precede that stirring 
capstone declaratron, and unless we are 
struggling to understand and live by all of 
those others (for instance, "We believe in 
the gift of tongues, prophecy, revelation 
. . ") we have no right to adopt that motto 
for our ~ntellectual and artistic endeavors- 
and little good will come of those efforts. 

Eugene England 
Kaysville, Utah 




