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Letters to The New Messenger & Advocate 
Editors: 

Your stated editorial purpose sounds as if it could 
indeed fill a gap in available publications. 

Concerning the articles. "Three Holy La) 
particularly interesting; "An Ensample" howeve 
very shallow and disappointing. The book and m 
tions I found informative and helpful; the reviews .....,., . 
fair assessment of the items reviewed. 

As to advertising and, hopefully. eventual "real of 
approval" notations--this appears to be an area in which you 
can be of great help and assistance to those of us searching 
for honest and reliable products. One comment in this regard 
is needed-if you want subscribers outside the Utah basin, 
advertisers and products will need to be found that can reach 
those of us who live in other areas of the world. 

We unfortunately are unable to subscribe at the 
current time, but would greatly appreciate being retained on 
your mailing list. Please keep us informed. 

Duward J. Brown 
Randle. Washington 

In the preliminary k u e  over 90% of the advertisers 
took an essenrially mail-order approach aimed a t  those 
"who live in other areas of the world. "Over half of the ad- 
vertisers in that iyue werefirms outside the "Utah basin. " 
So far only one company has responded to our call for an 
evaluation of theirproducts and until they lrdvertise with us 
the "seal of approval1' will remain a proposal only. Adver- 
tisers haveso far paid for not only their ads but for writers. 
editors, printing andmailing. Theirsupport of our efforts to 
keep you informed is perhaps the best seal of approval. It is 
unrealistic for readers to expect ur to take on an adversary 
relationship with thesefirms as long as readers are unwilling 
to support the mlrgazine themselves. 

Editors: 
The preliminary issue was of interest, and I hope 

you can generate enough replies to keep publishing. I have 
long believed there was a need for a publication of the kind 
you project. Since the Church-published magazines stopped 
acceptingadvertising it is most difficult to keep in touch with 
what is being published or offered for sale which would be of 
particular interest to members of the Church. For those who 
have access to BYU Today part of that need is filled. but 
there is a broader need which I believe you can fill. 

I subscribe to all of the Church magazines and to 
Dialogue, Sumtone. Exponent II and BYU Studies. I am 
amazed that there is so much available to be published. The 
Church magazines I consider to be basic and not to  be 
neglected in favor of the others now being published. There 
is then a certain amount of competition among the others for 
that clientele which will buy the other publications. They all 
have a struggle to keep solvent. Perhaps with the support of 
advertisers you can keep your subscription costs down and 
your circulation up. 

Glenn Schwendiman 
Freeport. Illinois 

Editors: 
I feel that you have hit upon something significant. 

The several sections of The New Messenger & Advocate 
relate directly to what is relevant to the here and now in the 
life of every Latterday Saint. I appreciated especially the 
capsules in the "Law of the Land" anthology. The ACLU 
challenges to the Church's released-time seminary in the 
Logan area would justify coverage in order to keep the 
members informed. 

Keep up the good work. 

The AC 
i will carry cor 

Dean L. Thomson 
Citrus Heights. California 

'LUsuit in Logan has not ypl come to trial. 
nplete coverage as  soon as the news breaks. 

Editors: 
I do SO enjoy the magazine. It is so nice to have 

reviews of television and movies. "The Law of the Land" is 
so badly needed by all of us. 

Jayne Langc 
New Holland. Ohio 

Iitors: 
I was interested in your "pro" and "con" l n t n s  

.-garding the Utah IWY Conference. I attended the Texas 
IWY meeting with an open mind-and practically total 
ignorance of what IWY was all about. Our conference was a 
farce, a railroad job and bedlam. The most vociferous and 
downright objectionable group was the lesbians. I think 
maybe we have a right to be suspicious (as mentioned by 
Sister Jenkins) of many of the motives of ERA supporters 
(although I doubt many of Utah's women were hysterical). 

LDS women should take a close look at ERA and 
some of the fringe "benefits" that will slide in on its coat- 
tails. 

Lucile Davis 
Plainview. Texas 

Editors: 
I was sorry to learn of David Palmer's deep disap- 

pointment in the publication of Kevin Barnhurst's "feature" 
in your preliminary issue. But I can hardly sit still for his 
scathing attack on the piece. not to mention his ominous 
prediction that "to survive. your magazine must have ar- 
ticles screened and refereed as to subject matter. by those 
competent in the respective fields." 

Spare us. Spare your readers the censorship of ex- 
perts. at least in the case of editorials such as Barnhurst's. I 
think those who follow the course of scholarly publishing 
would agree that in spite of the rcfem system, much of what 
gets published in many disciplines, even in the most respect- 
ed journals, is not very memorable or even very good-and 
that because of  the process views diverging from the 
prevailing expm consensus tend to get shuffled off to some 
obscure journal whose subscribers consist largely of its 
editors. contributors and university libraries. 

The unsettling implications of Palmer's letter seem 
to be that your readers need to be protected from incom- 
petent views, and that Barnhurst's is one of them, making "a 
mockery of LDS scholarship." Yet I don't see that it has 
much of anything to do  with LDS scholarship. Barnhurst 
claims no particular expertise in archeological matters. A let- 
ter to a missionary in Bolivia is perhaps not the most ac- 
cessible source of President Smith's views. but then neither 
are the "stories" Palmer heard from unnamed sources. 
What disturbs me is the impression he leaves that the experts 
would have expunged President Smith's vim. not because 
the source was uncorroborated, but as an irrelevant. if not 
entirely incompetent opinion in matters of scholarly concern 
-lest the reader be misled. or no less patronizingly. lest a 
general authority "sound son of foolish." Readers can do 
without this brand of censorship. 

Palmer also Kems to take for granted that this ar- 
ticle should have been refereed by scholars competent in the 
fields of Book of  Mormon archeology and geography, that 
these are the appropriate experts who would have recom- 
mended its rejection. The piece is not intended, however. to 
answer questions about Book of Mormon geography as 
much as to  draw attention to the symbolic. religious 
significance of salt and fresh water lakes. Should the editors 
have sent the 350 word "manuscript" off  to cultural an- 
thropologists. linguists and literary critics? What precisely is 
its "subject matter"? Surely it would take something much 
more substantial, and something vcry different, to reflect 
poorly on the status of LDS scholarship. 

The reader deserves the opportunity to 
discriminate. Barnhurst's is a simple, unpretentious, in- 
teresting little piece. Readers understand that it is not a con- 
tribution to Book of Mormon scholarship. It is an editorial 
comment. no more. I hope there will always be room in The 
New Messenger & Advocate for such "unscholarly" 
viewpoints. 

David Erekson 
Chicago, Illinois 

Editors: 
Words cannot describe my disappointment in the 

sire change. It was in very poor taste. Although I person?" 
prefer the larger format, the first five issues of Sunstone 
half the size of Volume 2, Number 2. 1 hope you can ml 
up your minds. The best time to make a size change wo~ 
have been at the beginning of a new volume, but it's too I 
now isn't it? The previous issues, with the title, etc. on 
spine were wonderful for the library shelf. Now, with 
large size, it will be a mess. 

The other complaint is the cover. The paper is 
light weight. The cover should offer some protection to 
inside, and by no means should the inside paper be heal 
than the cover. They can be the same weight or lighter. 

With this issue, as always. I am thoroughly plea 
with thecontents, and I look forward to your magazine f( 
long time to come. Keep up the good work. 

Steven L. Shields 
Tooele, Utah 
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Volume 2, Number 2 contained a third more 
material than previous issues because of the larger format. 
The change was prompted by economic considerations that 
would not wait for bookshelf aesthetics. 

Editors: 
Having just discovered Sunstone, I wanted to ex- 

press my pleasure and excitement over your tremendous 
magazine. As a fine arts student I was especially impressed 
with the eloquent and insightful article by Myers. "New 
Directions in Mormon Art" (Volume I. Number 2), and 
with the beautiful reproductions accompanying it. Please 
continue your fine efforts in this neglected area. 

The other articles were likewise well done and in- 
teresting. 

Stephen Yates 
Eugene. Oregon 

Editors: 
I was most interested to read the article in your 

recent issue on the single Mormon man. However. there is a 
group of unknown sire falling into that category which is 
neither covered nor mentioned in the article. as enlightening 
as it may have been. I mean those who are consigned to the 
unmarried state with little hope of escaping because of 
physical disabilities. Even though there is no doubt in my 
mind that the things which I am kept from by a quickly ad- 
vancing case of multiple sclerosis will not be denied me in the 
long run if I mind my P's and Q's. I still feel at times like a 
voiceless alien in the Church. Residing in the East. I would 
unavoidably feel a little discontinuity as an active Mormon 
with my Gentile surroundings, but my age and marital status 
work to cut me off even from my own. Maybe this letter 
could be taken as a suggestion for a future article in Sun- 
stone. 

Anonymous 

Editors: 
I was disappointed in Volume 2. Number 2. As a 

single LDS male of 31, 1 was pleased to see you treat the 
topic of your feature section. I was sorry, however, to find it 
handled in such superficial fashion and in a tone bordering 
on the cavalier. The redeeming exception was Bruce Steed's 
"Hollow Homes." You would have done well to ask him to 
expand his article, using space accorded the other two ar- 
ticles in the group. Even "Hollow Homes" showed some un- 
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fortunategaps in logic and data. but I suspect that with more LDS ones) are dealing with visual concerns that are morally 
available copy space Steed would have corrected those. and ethically "neutral." These concerns are  not opposed t o  
"Endangered Species" bespoke hasty writing and too little religion; on  the contrary, they bear a kinship t o  religion in 
background and serious thought. P. Q. Gumps' tirade can that the search for a "just right" arrangement of colors. 
only be described as tasteless. (I hope that. as a female reader forms and textures is a spiritual a n ,  a miniature form of 
suggested t o  me, it was indeed intended as a put-on.) creation. If one examines the beauty of form and color that 

Further, althought I am n o  fan of "plastic people" exists in the  plant and animal world, one finds the results of 
in Church magazines or elsewhere, use of that phrase in the the Lord's creations. Many of today's artists are struggling 
introduction to "Us" was certainly ill-advised. This is par- humbly in this direction. 
titularly true because what you published as pretended con- The Myers mention that the m i s t  continually needs 
trast t o  such plastic peopled Church magazine photography t o  "bear his testimony" with his art. As used here, the word 
was neither good nor particularly insightful. must include more than is traditionally meant; it includes 

For the most part I am encouraged by what you are visual fccbn(rs, responses and convictions. An artist can 
printing. The Slaughter/Dixon article was excellent. and I "bear his t a t i n . ~ n y "  that he has found just the right 
was especially impressed by the amount of space accorded in arrangement of color and shape t o  satisfy himself. Hopefully 
Volume 2. Number2 to new writing by Church m e m b m .  others will have similar feelings about his work, and if so. he 

I hope you will keep in mind, though, that your will find his "testimony" reinforced. 
readers would likely prefer a Sunstone issue of fewer pages In a church where uniformity is at a premium, even 
t o  one containing material of  unacceptable quality. in matters of minor importance, the creative visual artist is 

Richard Butler 
often misunderstood. His personal x a r c h  for order in a n  

California 
may not have been seen before. and is often therefore 
suspect. Articles such as yours will help to bring more under- 

Editors: standing and acceptance. 

You've finally done what n o  0th- Church Thank you for this article and for the exallent 

publication has attempted: t o  survey, albeit briefly, the work design Of Sumone 

of contemporary Mormon visual artists-in color, n o  less! John Tayc 
Congratulations on  this achievement. It was refreshing t o  see Assistant Professor of Art 
the work of many fine artists, especially those working in Boise State University 
nontraditional styles and media. Artists in the Church need 
more exposure of this kind. One hopes that the Ensign and Editors: 
other publications will one day realize the importance of I have started a ritual (began last summer) of  
visual art  for its own sake, and not use it simply as a teaching reading all the issues of Sunstone as I travel across the coun- 
tool or as a means for preserving history. try t o  or from school in the East. This practice refreshes me 

As the Myers have well pointed out, excellent visual and helps me hook in t o  the deep currents of my being. 
a n  can itself be a spiritual experience regardless of  whethn currents flowing from values and convictions and realities I 
or not it deals with a religious concept. It is clear from the ar- share with a larger body of friends and fellow-believers. 
tists' work accompanying the article that many reject the 1 also like t o  think people are looking over my 
traditional notion that art  should be the servant of religion; shoulder and associating the intelligence and faith of the 
in fact a n  must stand on its own two feet and be judged ac- journal with the Church that claims the editors and con- 
cording t o  aesthetic standards. Most artists today (including tributors (and myscln as members. Last summer a refugee 

from Vietnam noticed the article on  the fall of Saigon and 
asked t o  read it. 

I have very much enjoyed the articles on  the Mor- 
mon past. especially those with a personal touch, like 
"Remembering Uncle Golden," which helped me place "the 
facts" in the context of human experience. I found "Some 
Thoughts on  Being a Mormon Woman" illuminating and 
profoundly moving. In the article on  LDS working mothers. 
Francine Bennion showed that it is porsible t o  exercise sen- 

sitivity and understanding in treating survey information and 
the questions it raises. I preferred it t o  the more coldly 
analytic survey on family planning. 

One o f  the greatest needs of members of the 
Church and their friends is the honest sharing of feelings and 
ideas, a sharing that can be aided by the Spirit which "gives 
utlerance" and which helps us t o  "edify one another and 
rejoicr together." Sunstone is especially suited t o  serve this 
need. I believe that other channels will serve better for the 
"objective" presentation of facts, if there is such a thing. 

I have also enjoyed Sunstone's emphasis on  the 
arts. The reviews have generally been sensible, though there 
has occasionally been a bit too much of a strained, super- 
sophisticated. carping tone. Some of the poetry has struck 
me as unnecessarily cryptic, but I have enjoyed most of it, 
especially "Letter," "The Ripeness Before the Fall" and 
"Jesus Wept." The finion has affected me variously. Doug 
Thayer's "Ten Years of Laughter" was effective and 
genuine. reflecting by indirection a deep understanding of 
life and people. "Hugh" also succeeded in recreating an 
aspect of experience, but I found the story hard and dry. The 
language didn't offend me greatly, but I thought some of it 
was pointless. "Come Back and Haunt Me," though a bit 
awkward a t  moments. dealt with impofiant issues and 
feelings and was genuinely moving. perhaps especially so 
(with its sensitive handling of the theme of roots) for 
someone on the road between two homes (as I was when I 
read it). 

My criticism is not meant as a call for exclusion. In 
fact. 1 sometimes find among sophisticated Mormons too lit- 
tle tolerance for work that is genuine and valuable, but 
technically imperfect. Certainly perfection-a word that can 
apply t o  more than technique-is a worthy aim, but it can't 
be a constant expectation. 

Beyond the occasionally strained sophistication. I 
have sometimes found other limitations in the journal's 
outlook. limitations which I d o  nor see as stemming from an 
attempt t o  hold too strongly t o  the Church line, but rather 
from not always taking the gospel and reality of revelation 
seriously enough. Doing so would allow us to see everything 
new and freshly and would dissolve some of the clogging ef- 
fect of  contention and inflexibility. But on  the whole, I think 
Sunsrone avoids pretty well mimicking the world or uncon- 
sciously accepting its assumptions. If Sunstone were t o  suc- 
cumb t o  a spirit of  cynicism, skepticism and intellectual 
pride, I would no1 value it as I do. I would also value it less if 
it did not present various points of view. explore areas of un- 
certainty and conflict, and raise thoughtful questions while 
remaining within a framework of faith and commitment. 

Bruce Young 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Editors: 
Okay; let me know when your circulation reaches 

10.000. and I'll repent of all I said. 

Samuel W. Taylor 

Editors: 
Bravo for your editorial reply t o  the letter of S. W. 

Taylor. 

Earlc Skinner 
Whirtier. California 

Edi ors: 
My son bought me the Summer 1977 edition and I 

loved it. I particularly appreciated the article "Not Just 
Another Theatre." After years of trying to produce good 
quality theatre within the framework of  the Church 
organization I have conceded it can't be done. The so-called 
Specialist program dealt the death-blow. Odd that with one 
hand the Church finally encourages major productions with 
backing of money, and yet with the other 11 kills the grass 
roots system for giving talented people a chance t o  produce 
on the ward and stake Icvels. 

Inez R. Urie 
Cucamonga. California 
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