
estimated cost of between $150 and $300 
million. Mormon Congressman Dan Marriott 
(R-UT) was among opponents of the 
legislation. "What we need is a program of 
restitution that forces the criminal to pay his 
victims directly for the crime," said Marriott, 
whose Utah Second District has been the 
scene of several successful pilot restitution 
programs. 

Another important reform measure in 
Congress would attack the welfare quagmire. 
Hearings before the special welfare reform 

Legislation and Legal Decisions subcommittee on president Carter's welfare 
reform proposal has sparked considerable in- 

The Law o$ theLaqd terest. An important aspect of the reform 
package, which has been billed by the ad- 
ministration as "pro-family," is the effect on Meeting the Latter-day Saints families. BY providing expanded welfare 

population trends and controls (reported in 
rchie Simonson, the Dane County, this column in September) passed the House A Wisconsin judge who said women's by 258 to 147. Mormon Congressmen Gunn 

attire could reasonably incite a youth to rape, McKay (D-Un and Dan Marriott (R-UT) 
was ousted in a recall election September 7. opposed the measure. 
He was replaced by Moria Krueger, a 33- 
year-old attorney and the only woman in the A House judiciary subcommittee took 
race. up legislation September 14 to reform the 

A BYU student and his wife, Robert 
and Janet Colomb, have filed suit in U.S. 
District Court charging the Provo City 
Housing Authority with religious discrimina- 
tion for denying them housing. The two stu- 
dents applied for low income public housing 
and were declared eligible, but claim they 
were later found ineligible because it was dis- 
covered they were Mormons and the Church 
discourages its members from receiving 
public assistance or welfare. 

Ron Madsen, director of the housing 
authority, said that the housing was usually 
reserved for low income families unable to 
"better themselves," and that students 
"aren't quite in that same category." ? 

Students at Edison High School in 
Huntington Beach, California, have appealed 
to the Supreme Court a decision by the 

U.S. criminal code. The Senate worked on a 
similar bill for six years but failed to pass it 
last year because of a slate of controversial 
amendments it carried. The current bill, 
which has been stripped of amendments, 
should come before the legislature in 
February. 

It contains provisions to decriminalize 
the use of small amounts of marijuana. In its 
original form the bill would have made legal 
the possession of up to 10 grams of 
marijuana, but that quantity has been the 
subject of much haggling among congress- 
men, who are having trouble determining just 
what amount is normally needed for "per- 
sonal" use. The committee finally passed the 
provision October 27, legalizing possession of 
under one ounce of marijuana and setting the 
maximum penalty for possession of larger 
quantities of the drug at 30 days in jail and a 
$500 fine (well below the $5000 and one year 

benefits, public jobs and tax breaks, the new 
program would eliminate many of the finan- 
cial incentives in the present system that en- 
courage fathers to abandon their families. 
But in an AP poll released September 19, ex- 
perts claimed that there is really no proven 
link between abandonment and welfare. Ac- 
cording to the experts polled, new Federal 
services such as family counseling are needed 
to get at the root causes of abandonment: 
alcoholism, drug abuse, wife-beating and 
mental cruelty. 

The constitutional amendment drafted 
by two BYU Law School professors (see a 
report in this column in July) was introduced 
September 28 by Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 
and Rep. Gunn McKay (D-UT). The amend- 
ment is a compromise measure that tries to 
mark the middle ground between the extreme 
positions of the House and Senate. 

The House, under pressure from right- 
to-life and church groups, has supported a 
strongly worded version of the Labor-HEW 
funding bill that would limit federal funding 
of abortions under Medicaid to cases where 
the mother's life is in danger. It would not 
allow abortion funding in cases of rape or in- 
cest or when the the woman's health would be 
impaired. The Senate, however, has suppor- 

California appellate court denying imprisonment under existing law). ted a version that would allow abortion to 
recognition to their Bible study club. The 100 The criminal code reform bill also prevent women from suffering "serious, 
members of a club organized to "know God contains strong wording on pornography and permanent health damage." 
better. . . by prayerfully studying the Bible" obscenity, based on recent Supreme Court The proposed constitutional amend- 
were denied the use of classroom space and decisions allowing communities to establish ment would allow abortion in only two in- 
bulletin boards because of recent Supreme their own standards. 
Court rulings on the separation of church and One controversial section would com- 
state. The California appellate court said that pensate victims of violent Federal crimes for 
providing classrooms and a paid faculty ad- up to $50,000. Compensation for Victims of 
visor is a subsidy to religion. Crimes, another bill passed by the House 

September 30 by a 192 to 173 margin, sets up 
The proposal to establish a Select a Federal and state matching fund program 

Committee on Population to examine to compensate crime victims at a total 

stances: in cases of rape (if a judge in a 
private hearing ruled the pregnancy to be 
rape induced) or when the mother's health is 
threatened (when death or permanent, in- 
capacitating physical damage would result). 
There seems to be little hope that the amend- 
ment will pass both houses and three- 
fourths of the states, since public opinion 
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polls indicate voters support a more liberal 
position on abortion. McKay said that the 
measure was realty "a symbolic gesture." 

On October 4 the House and Senate 
conferees stalemated over the abortion 
provision of the Labor-HEW appropriation 
bill. In the several months of negotiations, 
neither group was willing to budge on its 
abortion stand, so the measure was sent back 
to the respective houses for a vote on abor- 
tion provisions. So far only the House has 
voted, refusing 164 to 252 to back down on 
its stronger version of the abortion language 
of the bill. 

PORNOGRAPHYREPORT 
The child pornography bill sponsored 

by Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) and Sen. 
William Roth Jr. (R-DE) passed the Senate 
85-1 on October 10. The bill includes fines of 
up to $10,000 and two to ten years imprison- 
ment ($15,000 and five to fifteen years on the 
second offence) for the use of children under 
16 in producing sexually explicit magazines 
and films. Amendments to the bill also 
prohibit sale and distribution of child por- 
nography and amend the Mann Act to apply 
to males the prohibition on interstate trans- 
portation of minors to engage in 
prostitution. 

The bill will now go to conferees to be 
harmonized with the House version, which 
has fines of $50,000 and up to 20 years im- 
prisonment. Both Senate and House 
measures have been attacked as inadvertantly 
pro-smut because their provisions include 
language that could make them uncon- 
stitutional under the First Amendment 
guarantee of free speech. 

Another important fight over por- 
nography was also fought recently in the 
nation's capital-this time in the suburban 
community of Fairfax, Virginia. A local ad 
hoc committee of concerned citizens, many 
of them Mormons, was formed at the behest 
of John F. Herrity, chairman of the Fairfax 
County Board of Superisors. 

The citizens group organized local 
support for a county ordinance to limit the 
display and sale of sexually oriented 
magazines to minors. Frank C. Kimball, a 
retired vice president and general counsel of 
the Marriott Corporation, headed the ad hoc 
committee that rallied the support of the 
county school board, Chamber of Commerce 
and PTA Federation, the Knights of Colum- 
bus, the Protestant ministerial association 
and the Catholic diocese. 

In a carefully planned public meeting 
held September 19, the ad hoc committee 
presented testimony by experts showing that 
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teenagers were not mature enough to handle 
the sexually explicit magazines available in 
many drug stores, and linking pornographic 
material to deviant sexual behavior and ex- 
plicit sex crimes. Among those testifying were 
Lewis Leake, former bishop of the Oakton 
Virginia Ward; Mormon Child Psychologist 
Marlene Payne, M.D.; Cecil B. Jacobson, 
M.D.; Geo~pe Landrith, Jr., an Oakton High 
School senior; and Ira I. Somers, former 
member of the Oakton Virginia Stake 
presidency. Members of the committee acted 
as concerned citizens, without mentioning 
their religious affiliation. 

The measure passed the board of 
supervisors unanimously in the September 19 
meeting and went into effect October 3.  It 
makes selling magazines such as Hustler and 
Playboy to a minor an offence punishable by 
a year in jail and up to $1000 fine. Since its 
passage in Fairfax County (a similar ordin- 
ance had already passed in Falls Church) the 
legislation is being considered in Prince 
William County, Alexandria City, and 
several other northern Virginia counties. all 
suburbs of Washington, D.C. 

On October 7 the Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania, city council passed an anti-smut 
law that has been called "the toughest in the 
nation." The measure bans movies, shows, 
books and magazines that show actual or 
simulated sex acts, genitalia or bare female 
breasts unless the material has "serious 
literary, artistic, political or scientific value." 
It also bans the operation of model studios or 
massage parlors for lewd purposes and the 
sale of "girlie" magazines. Conviction under 
the ordinance would bring a $300 fine and 90 
days in jail. 

The Philadelphia law passed one day 
after the Michigan Supreme court threw out 
all local laws against obscenity, leaving that 
state with only a weak measure the court has 
already ruled unenforceable. 

The Searrle Times stopped accepting 
ads for X-rated and unrated pornographic 
films beginning €he first week in September. 
Their decision follows the lead taken by the 
New York Times this summer. The Times has 
limited advertisements for pornographic 
films to single column announcements that 
name the film, the theater, its address and 
show times. The ads do not carry offensive 
film or theater names or shots of scantily clad 
people, and they are labeled "adults only." 
The recent decisions of newspapers in New 
York, Los Angeles and Seattle came years af- 
ter an outright ban of ads for both R and X- 
rated films by the Deserer News in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. 

IS SPALDING 
JUST ANOTHER 

RACQUET? 
The Reverend Solomon Spalding 

has been resurrected to participate 
again in a 150-year-old controversy 
on the origins of the Book of 
Mormon and has attracted national 
media attention. For a complete 
version of the game that should 
have ended 100 years ago, order 
DIALOGUE, Vol. X, No. 4. 
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