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The following is the second article in a 
series on early Utah photographers published 
in Sunstone. 

Born in London, England, on Septem- 
ber 7, 1849, James Fennemore came to 
America at the age of sixteen, settling in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where he learned 
the trade of photography. 

He and his family soon went West, 
arriving in 1866 in Salt Lake City, where 
Fennemore's photographic skills helped him 
get a job with the city's leading photographic 
firm, Savage and Ottinger. While working 
there Fennemore met John Wesley Powell, 
the noted western explorer. Powell, who had 
brought in some negatives for printing, was 
looking for a photographer to accompany 
him on his next expedition. Fennemore was 
engaged to handle the job. During the sum- 
mer of 1872 he traveled for several weeks 
with the expedition in southern Utah and 
northern Arizona. Unfortunately, he became 
ill and had to return to Salt Lake City. While 
with Powell he took about seventy negatives 
and trained John K. Hillers, another member 
of the expedition, to use the photographic 
equipment. Hillers became an exvert 
photographer of western scenes for Powell. 

Fennemore remained in Salt Lake City 
for several more years before moving to 
Beaver, Utah, where other members of his 
family had settled. While living in Beaver he 
took his best-known photographs--those 
recording the execution of John D. Lee at the 
Mountain Meadows Massacre site in 1877. 

Although he continued in the photo- 
graphic business until at least the mid-1830's, 
Fennemore found it increasingly difficult to 
make a living by the camera alone and even- 
tually turned to running a sawmill and mer- 
chandise establishment. After his retirement 
he returned to Salt Lake City where he lived 
thirty years before moving to Phoenix, 
Arizona, to live with a son. He died there in 

I 1941 at the age of 91, the last surviving mem- 
ber of the Powell expeditions. 
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John D. Lee (above) was photo- 
graphed by James Fennemore seated on 
his coffin at Mountain Meadows (below) 
and after being executed (right). Photos 
courtesy Church Archives. 
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