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BENSON INSTITUTE 
Over 72 Mormon food and agriculture 

experts met at  the Church offices on August 
18 and 19 to discuss "Energy Considerations 
in LDS Welfare Planning." The workshop, 
sponsored by the Benson Institute, brought 
together representatives from industry, edu- 
cational institutions and the Church's 
Welfare Services Division to discuss energy 
problems and solutions for the Church. 

Dr. Lowell D. Wood, director of pro- 
duction and distribution for the Church 
Welfare Services Department and director of 
the Benson Institute, described the Church's 
Welfare Services program and explained that 
the Church must be ready "to provide social 
and emotional support to members regardless 
of future disruptions and disturbances." 
Later Dr. George R. Hill, professor of 
chemical engineering at  the University of 
Utah, described the dwindling reserves of 
fossil fuels needed for agriculture. "I am not 
sure what motive power the Lord uses to get 
around," he said, "but we may have to call 
on it after the turn of the century." 

At a banquet held that evening for 
workshop participants Elder Ezra T. Benson. 
president of the Q U O N ~  of the Twelve, 
spoke on solutions to the energy crisis. "The 
economic answer to the energy shortage is 
simple, effective, and non-partisan," Benson 
said. "It is to eliminate all government con- 
trols and allow the free market to work." He 
encouraged workshop participants to use 
their influence to effect a solution to the 
nation's energy problems. 

For more information on the Benson 
Institute, write to 473 WIDB, BYU, Provo, 
Utah 84602. 

ASSOCIATED LATER-DAY 
MEDIA ARTISTS (ALMA) 

A Media Seminar is being held Satur- 
day, November 19 at the Pierce College 
Music Complex, 6201 Winnetka Ave., 
Woodland Hills, California. Authorities on 
music, acting, choreography, TV and radio, 
movies, legitimate stage, public speaking as 
well as technical subjects such as sound, 
photography, graphic arts, makeup, hair, 
costuming and set designing will be con- 
ducting classes. 

The ALMA Fa11 fireside was held Oc- 
tober 23 at  the Glendale Centre Theater. J o e  
Dorton, vice-president and general manager 
of KBIG-FM, KBRT-AM, and KOIT-FM 
radio stations (all of which are Church 
owned), spoke about his experience with 
bringing the stations' ratings to among the 
top in the nation. 

ALMA also held its first Utah fireside 
on October 22 at the BYU Media Production 
Studio in Orem. The speaker was Arch Mad- 
sen, president of Bonneville International 
Corporation. 

For more information on ALMA 
membership and activities, write ALMA, 
P.O. Box 3732, Hollywood, California 90028. 

ASSOCLATION OF MORMON 
COUNSELORS AND 
PSYCHOTHERAPISTS 
(AMCAP) 

Over 400 professionals gathered S e p  
tember 29 and 30 for the third annual con- 
ventional of AMCAP. The highlight of the 
two-day program of speakers and panel dis- 

cussions was a speech by Marvin J. Ashton of 
the Council of the Twelve. He urged AMCAP 
members to "teach total honesty" and 
to "be true to yourselves" in counseling and 
keeping confidences, and to "keep up-to-date 
with truth" and "be honest in facing current 
issues." 

Keynote Speaker Dr. Allen Bergin, 
BYU psychologist and director of the In- 
stitute for Studies in Values in Human 
Behavior, encouraged the group to "take a 
position regqrding our beliefs, to be humble, 
and to follow the brethren." He pointed out 
that Mormon counselors tend to be followers 
and allow their professions to be dominated 
by idealogies and by leaders who have hidden 
agenda. He cited several examples of 
psychologists who are leaders in their field. 
"Their theories are all consonant with their 
private belief systems, their personal philos- 
ophies, which they represent as scientific 
facts." 

"I will, henceforth, be straightfor- 
ward regarding my beliefs, and I challenge 
you to do the same. It is time," he said, "for 
us as a group to take a position regarding our 
beliefs. As soon as we go from a technical 
matter to a moral issue, we are in the domin- 
ant position." He cited data to support his 
claim that the helping process is primarily a 

1 
personal, not a technical matter and stated, 
"If the personal qualities are important, they 
support the use of gospel principles. Spiritual 
experiences are real; we could use them if we 
would in our counseling. They are powerful- 
we know something about that power." 

For information about AMCAP. 
write Burton C. Kelly, C273 ASB, B W ,  
Provo, Utah 84602. 
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by Janet Thomas 

group of nearly thirty children crowded against A the fence surrounding the airstrip at Tempel- 
hof Airfield in Berlin. A young pilot paused from 
taking pictures of the large transport planes bring- 
ing food into the besieged city and approached the 
group. The children attracted his attention, not by 

1 noise or boisterousness, but by their politeness and 

S 
reserve. Speaking the English they had learned in 
school, they asked about his flying and talked with 
him for an hour or so. Not once did they ask for 
chocolate or gum as children in other war-torn coun- 
tries did of Americans in uniform. However, the 
pilot felt his pockets to see what he could give the 
group. He could only find two sticks of gum. These 
he tore in two and passed through the fence to four 
of the children. He watched in amazement. Instead 
of shoving and fighting over the gum, the four lucky 
children removed the wrappers and passed them 
around for the others to smell the sweet, sugary 
aroma left by the gum. 

When he had to leave to catch a plane back to 
West Germany, the young pilot, Gail Halvorsen, 
didn't realize that those two sticks of gum would 
change his life. 

Halvorsen, a Mormon from the small com- 
munity of Garland, Utah, joined the Air Force 
during World War 11. After the armistice he was 
eventually assigned to fly transport planes out of 
Mobile, Alabama. He requested a transfer to another 
squadron that was being assigned to fly transports 
carrying food in the Berlin Airlift. During the flights 
to the city, he and the other pilots were not allowed 
to leave their planes as they were being unloaded at 
Tempelhof. All they could see of Berlin was from the 
air. Finally, to  get a chance to do  a little sightseeing, 
Halvorsen gave up his sleeping time, hitchhiked on a 
flight to the city, and walked to the edge of the field 
to take pictures. That's when he met the group of 
children. As he left them, he promised to bring more 
gum and candy on his next trip. Since he couldn't 
leave his plane and the children were several miles 
from the unloading point, he said he would tie the 
goodies to small parachutes and drop them as he ap- 
proached the field to land. 

"But how will we know which plane is yours?" 
asked one of the children. 

"On my first approach at  1500 feet, I'll wiggle 
my wings. Then when I circle around the land, I'll 
drop the parachutes to you," Halvorsen answered. 

the Eves of successful A &lormons 

Gail Halvorsen is bishop of the Oakhills First 
Ward in Provo, Utah. Retired from the Air Force, he 
is Associate Director of Personal and Career 
Assistance Programs at B YU. 
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At his base in West Germany he bought all the 
gum and candy allowed on his ration cards and 
prepared three handkerchief parachutes. He took 
these on his next flight to Berlin. On his first ap- 
proach to the airfield he dipped his wings. Then while 
descending to make his landing, he saw children at 
the end of the strip explode out of a cluster and run in 
circles beneath his plane. He pushed the three 
parachutes out the flare chute and touched down. As 
he climbed out of the cockpit, he wondered if he had 
successfully delivered the candy. But while taxiing 
for the take-off he broke into a wide grin. At the 
fence he saw three white handkerchiefs waving fran- 
tically through the barbed wire. 

A few days later he prepared more parachutes 
tied to chocolate bars and packages of gum. As he 
approached Berlin he dipped his wings and circled 
around for his landing. The children were there 
again, only this time in greater numbers. He released 
the parachutes and landed. 

But Halvorsen started to worry. He wasn't sure 
how his superiors would react to his private airlift. 
On one trip he had to leave his plane for a few 
moments to check on the weather in the operations 
office before making his return flight. When he en- 
tered the office, he noticed a large pile of letters. 
Closer inspection revealed they were addressed to an 
"Uncle Wiggly Wings" in care of the airfield. 

Halvorsen returned to his plane without saying a 
word. He was relieved that so far his commanding 
officers didn't know that the "Chocolate Bomber" 
(as it came to be called) was his, and he vowed to quit 
dropping the candy before he got into trouble. 

It was too late. A German reporter, who had 
nearly been hit by one of the falling chocolate bars, 
had interviewed the children and had written up the 
story for the German newspapers. Public reaction 
was so favorable that the Air Force gave Halvorsen 
permission to continue his deliveries. 

he Berlin Airlift, officially called "Operation 
Vittles," expanded to include Halvorsen's "Op- T- 

eration Little Vittles." He enlisted the help of his fellow 
pilots, who donated their candy and gum rations. 
Then American confectioners began supplying can- 
dy. Halvorsen's buddies donated old shirts, using the 
sleeves as candy bags and the shirt tails as 
parachutes. Two secretaries were assigned to handle 
the volume of mail. An aerial map of Berlin was 
divided into zones, and pilots were assigned certain 
areas to drop their cargos of candy. 

Many children who could not go to the air strip 
wrote asking that they not be forgotten by Uncle 
Wiggly Wings. In their letters they would include 
directions or a map to their homes. Pilots, with the 
tower's permission, would try to find the houses 
from the air and would make special drops to these 
children. For those who were in hospitals the candy 
was either hand delivered or mailed. 

One little girl wrote complaining that the planes 
flying over her yard frightened her white chickens so 
they wouldn't lay very well. But she added that it 
would be all right if someone would drop her a 
parachute of candy. When Halvorsen couldn't find 
the house with the white chickens in the yard he sent 
the candy to the little girl by mail. 

Children in Russian-occupied East Berlin also 
wrote asking that the pilots drop some candy for 
them. Since the planes had to fly over East Berlin 
anyway in their approach to the airfield, pilots also 
dropped parachutes to children there. But the 
Russians protested, and the U.S. State Department 
directed the pilots to stop dropping candy in that sec- 
tor. 

Soon the operation started running short of 
parachutes, and when the children found out, they 
sent the handkerchiefs back in their letters. People in 
Halvorsen's hometown of Garland, Utah, and in the 
town of Chicopee Falls, Massachusetts, assembled 
boxes of candy and parachutes to his specifications. 
Radio stations held "Tunes for Handkerchiefs" 
programs. Listeners could request a song if they sent 
in handkerchiefs to help Operation Little Vittles. 

A woman who sent in three handkerchiefs im- 
printed with her name and address received letters 
from two children who had received candy attached 
to her handkerchief "parachutes." She and her 
husband, who had no children of their own, unoffi- 
cially adopted the two young Berliners and sent let- 
ters and packages to them. After the children had 
grown and married they met the American couple 
that had become their benefactors because of the two 
handkerchiefs. 
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hen the Berlin Airlift came to and end so did w Operation Little Vittles, but that is not the 
end of the story. Every year Tempelhof Airfield 
holds an open house to reassure Berliners that the 
base is ready to support their freedom. In I969 the 
Berlin children of World War 11, now grown with 
children of their own, invited Halvorsen to return for 
the anniversary celebration and to become Uncle 
Wiggly Wings for one more day by dropping 
parachutes for their children. During that visit Hal- 
vorsen observed that the American Air Force com- 
mander lived in a huge home with a large bar for the 
receptions he was required to give for the inter- 
national community in the city. Halvorsen, a career 
officer in the Air Force, remarked to the commander 
that he was glad he didn't have the job. 

But he spoke too soon. Several months later the 
Air Force informed him that he was going to be the 
next commander of the Tempelhof Airfield. To 
avoid the pressure to entertain with liquor, Halvor- 
sen declined the appointment, but the Air Force or- 
dered him to the position. He agreed to accept the 
post if his family could travel with him and if the bar 
could be removed from the residence and from his 
office. 

When he arrived in Berlin he informed his 
family to keep their bags packed and do  their sight- 
seeing quickly because they weren't likely to be there 
very long. He took command of the airfield in 
February of 1970. 

On his first two official acts as representative of 
the U.S. Air Force, Halvorsen was found toasting the 
president of France with orange juice and the Queen 
of England with water. His "Mormon" views on 
drinking were soon well-known and respected. He 
credits the success of the parties given in their home 
to the charm and warmth of the hostess, his wife. 
"She created a warm atmosphere and offered treats 
to make her parties a success without being required 
to serve liquor," he said. 

Halvorsen stayed in Berlin four and a half years, 
longer than any other Tempelhof commander. 
During that time a German couple repeatedly asked 
the Halvorsens to dinner. Finally they accepted. 
During the evening the young German woman 
removed a letter from safe keeping in her china 
cabinet. It was dated 1948. "You mailed me some 
candy when you couldn't find my house," she ex- 
plained. "I was the little girl with the white 
chickens." 
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1 I SPECIAL: (with thiscoupon) 

- 

Christmas giftlMissionary tooilTeaching aid 

1978 
Mormon History 
Calendar 
featuring reproductions of: 

Saltair 
Nauvoo Legion Reunion 1897 
Principal David 0. McKay & Students 
Deseret Store &Tithing Office 
Daniel H. Wells 
"The Big Ten" Brigham Young's Daughters 
Buffalo Bill &the Mormons 
Playbill for Corianton, 1902 
Cornerstone Ceremony 1915 
George Albert Smith at 16 
Eagle Gate, 1892 
Indians at ZCMl 

11 1/2 x 23 open 

$4 
Order from Sunstone, P.O. Box 2272 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84110. 

Christmas gift orders placed before Thanksgiving will 
be sent with a gift card in your name. 

BOOK OF MORMON - $44.00 
Cassette Album (Utah $46.20) 

Reg. $49.00 - Post Paid in U.S. 
(If ordered by Dec. 15, 1977) 

The Complete Standard Works - 
Masterfully narrated by Paul F. Royall 

I I Sample tape $1.00 I I 
General Conference Talks - 

available: Since October, 1972 

Individual Talk Cassettes - 
GRANT 81 SON, Inc. 
Box 11662 - Dept. D 

Salt Lake City. Utah 84147 u 
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