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House on the Block 
by Allen Roberts 

0 n May 22 J. J. Caan, owner of the "to insure federal authority." His visit to the 
Devereaux House, requested a permit Jennings estate had a salutary impact for the 

to demolish the building. Destruction of Mormons since Jennings was himself a 
"Utah's first mansion" was delayed for four polygamist. . 

months under the arbitration provisions of President Ulysses S. Grant arrived in 
the Salt Lake City Landmarks ordinance, and Utah and visited the Devereaux House in 
recently the owner agreed to put off demoli- early October 1875. General William T. 
tion until after the Utah Legislature meets in Sherman and President Rutherford B. Hayes 
January. visited the house during later visits. 

Built in 1857 for horticulturist William When it came to Salt Lake City the 
C. Staines, the Devereaux House was railroad located, perhaps not coincidentally, 
designed by William Paul, a Mormon convert just west of the Devereaux House. Several in- 
from England. As semi-official Church host ternational dignitaries were guests of the Jen- 
Staines provided hospitality for such impor- nings, and as many as 300 guests were enter- 
tant dignitaries as General Thomas L. Kane, tained at one time in the spacious home. 
a friend of the Mormons who arrived in Salt For the people of early Utah, the 
Lake City in February 1858 to arbitrate the Devereaux Mansion represented quality and 
"Mormon War." Alfred Cummings arrived affluence at its best. To the architectural 
in April, was received by Brigham Young, historian, the French Second Empire-influ- 
and assumed his position as governor of the enced residence is a superlative pioneer 
Territory of Utah in the Staines residence. achievement in terms of craftsmanship and 

In 1865 Staines sold his home for design. Resourceful local artisans translated 
$20,000 to Brigham Young's oldest son, humble adobe and pine into finished surfaces 
Joseph A. Young sold the property in 1867 to which resembled cut stone, birdseye maple, 
William Jennings, owner and proprietor of mahogony, oak and even marble. The hand- 
the Eagle Emporium. Jennings, who sold out carved posts, railings, clusters of grapes, 
his vast commercial holdings to the newly Corinthian capitals, classical pediments and 
formed ZCMI in 1869 and became its vice- figurines are unexcelled in workmanship. Or- 
president and principal stockholder, followed nate ceiling cornices and rosettes, paneled 
Staines' lead as an entertainer of royalty. He doors, brackets and dentiles, handpainted 
enlarged the home with the assistance of ar- wallpaper and stucco scored to simulate fine 
chitect William H. Folsom and changed the stone, still exist to show off the high points of 
name to "Devereaux" in honor of his family a pioneer era too often characterized as 
estate in Yardley, England. After the Civil primitive and unsophisticated. 
War, William Seward, U.S. Secretary of Although a recent Salt Lake Tribune 
State, was a guest at the Devereaux House poll published October 23 indicates an over- 
where he met with Brigham Young. Later, whelming 72 percent of the state's population 
General Philip H. Sheridan was sent to Utah approve use of "public funds for the purpose 

of buying and restoring historical buildings in 
Utah," state and local officials seem reluc- 
tant to appropriate funds for the Devereaux 
House. While a group of individuals or 
organizations from the private sector may 
someday be able to take over its renovation 
and maintenance, the Devereaux House must 
rely on the January 1978 session of the 
state legislature to forestall demolition until 
private interests can come up with a per- 
manent solution. 

Utah Governor Scott Matheson is the 
principal opponent to legislative action on 
behalf of the Devereaux House, but State 
Representatives Zee Carlisle and Gerald 
Woodmansee and Senator Frances Farley are 
fighting for restoration in the state 
legislature. 

The principal difficulty facing 
restoration is the cost. Besides the $750,000 
needed to acquire the building, $1 million 
would be required for restoration. A group of 
out-of-state firms has offered to purchase the 
mansion if they are allowed to build apart- 
ments on the remaining land and if the state 
will guarantee to lease the house from them. 
The 12,000 square-foot house would have to 
be rented for $20 per square foot, more than 
twice the highest rate ($8 per square foot) in 
the city. A local group that prefers to retain 
ownership of the landmark within the state is 
also considering a similar plan. 
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