
everal years ago Elders Spencer W. Kimball 
a and Ezra Taft Benson attended a funeral in 

Spring City-a remarkably well-preserved 
community settled by Mormon pioneers in 

"852. The Apostles were shown a small old limestone 
building one block south of the tabernacle. Over the 
front doors was a six-foot inscription panel of carved 
stone which contained a compass, a square, a beehive, 
some words, and the date 1876. At the request of the 
Apostles, and with the reluctant consent of the build- 
ing's owner, the compass and square were removed 
from the plaque, the explanation being that sacred sym- 
bols openly displayed would only create confusion 
among the members. 

The effacing of the plaque added to the mystery and 
Or;cvi Hvdr (180.7-18;s. j controversv surrounding one of Utah's best-known but 
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f f least understood structures, commonly referred to as 
the "Endowment House" of Spring City. 

Two years ago attorney/preservationist Craig Call and 

ENDOWMENT I purchased this intriguing building. Its appealing ar- 
chitectural design and craftsmanship combines, in typi- 
cal Mormonesque fashion, subtle elements of Federal K?[o Sz and Greek Revival styles. 

The land on which the building was built belonged to 
Mary Ann Hyde, wife of Apostle Orson Hyde. In 1870 

Unraveling a Mystery the F.R.S. (variously known as the Female Retrench- 
ment Society or the Female Relief Society) took over 

Roberts construction of a schoolhouse on the site. The Society's 
budget was strained to meet the needs of the immigra- 
tion fund, temple fund, Philadelphia Centennial Exhibi- 
tion fund, and the United Order of the area. The struc- 
ture was apparently completed in 1876 and sold two 
years later to the school board. It was commonly re- 
ferred to as the Allred School, after John Frank Allred, 
an early Spring City school teacher. 
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Other possible uses of the building remain conjec- 
tural, based on the activities of Orson Hyde and the 
symbolic stone carvings over the door. In the 1830s 
Orson Hyde experienced periods of disenchantment 
and was cut off from the Church, albeit for less than half 
a year. He dedicated Palestine for the return of the Jews 
and was President of the Quorum of the Twelve for 
twenty-eight years. He would have succeeded Brigham 
Young as Church President except for a change in 
seniority policy in 1875. 

In 1858 Orson Hyde was called to preside over the 
Sanpete-Sevier District. He served as Sanpete Stake's 
first president from 1860 to 1877. He built a substantial 
rock house (still standing) in Spring City in the early 
1860s and lived there until his death in 1878. Church 
and political activities (he was a state senator from 1858 
to 1874) required him to travel extensively throughout 
central Utah, which contributed to the poor health he 
suffered for the last ten years of his life. 

Though it is speculative, it may be that Orson Hyde, 
often confined to Spring City for his health in later 
years, may have used the "Endowment House," which 
was located one block from his home on property he 
owned, as a base of operations. 

Photographs of the carved stone over the door may 
offer further evidence. The central feature is a large rope 
beehive, complete with circling bees and openings at the 
bottom of the hive. Below the hive is the date 1876. To 
the left is a large square, and to the left of that the word 
LIBERTY. To the right of the hive is the word AND, then 
a large compass, its points opening upward, and to the 
right of the compass is the word VIRTUE. 

Early Mormon architecture made frequent use of 
symbolic artwork, particularly on its temples. Without 
the benefit of a contemporary explanation of the "En- 
dowment House" inscription, I suggest that the square 
and compass relate in a decorative way to the L in "LIB- 
ERTY and the "V" in "VIRTUE." They are not joined 
together, as in Masonic iconography, and could just as 
easily represent principles of exactness and accuracy in 
education as they might represent aspects of temple 
ceremonies. 

Pioneers did not compartmentalize religion and edu- 
cation into distinct spheres. They were inseparable. The 
symbols in question are as appropriate for a Mormon 
schoolhouse or Relief Society hall as for an endowment 
house or stake president's office. Yet one wonders why, 
of the hundreds of existing Mormon buildings built dur- 

Separate office buildings for stake presidents were not 
uncommon prior to 1920, and during Hyde's lifetime 
general authorities were authorized to perform endow- 
ments and sealings "on the road." Such ordinances 
were performed in private homes, the Council House in 
Salt Lake City, the governor's office, the bath house in 
Salt Lake, tithing offices, and meetinghouses-even on 
Ensign Peak in Salt Lake. Included in an official Church 
list of nontemple locations for receiving ordinances is 
"0.  Hyde's Office." Thus it does not seem unlikely that 
sealings, prayer circles, and even endowments were 
performed in the Spring City "Endowment House." 

The building has been known as the "Endowment 
House" longer than anyone now living can remember, 
though some local residents adamantly reject that name. 

ing the pioneer period, only the Spring City "Endow- 
ment House" features the compass and square. 

So the "Endowment House" of Spring City remains 
shrouded in mystery. It is architecturally significant as 
an excellent example of pioneer design, craftsmanship, 
and symbolic artwork. It documents the multi-use na- 
ture of early Mormon public structures. It stands as a 
tribute to the heroic labors of the Spring City Relief Soc- 
iety. Built by English and Scandinavian settlers, the 
building was an important means of accommodating 
sensitive ethnic relationships. Finally, the Endowment 
House may tell us something of Orson Hyde and the 
workings of the Church in the 1870s. We can only wish 
it had been left intact as it was originally built. 
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