
Sunstone  and the Arts 
My husband and I have had sor 
stimulating discussions about the Ideas 

rs'Forum we have encountered in Sunstone. As a 
commercial artist and former fine arts 
student I have been very impressed 
and much encouraged by your 
attention to contemporary LDS art and 
the nice layout of Sunstone (though I 

More NM&A in Sunstone  has always fared poorly in my was a bit worried last winter about the 
I thought the last issue excellent-but thinking. In respect the latter). I have always felt that when 
why duplicate what Dialogue and B m  I feel the the Church referred to "the arts" they 
Studies can do? I liked the departments needs enthusiasm and meant music, drama, and maybe the 
and tone of Nezu Messenger 6 Advocate. than censure. paintings at the Visitors' Center. It's 
I liked the ads because they were the Most disheartening in the article was nice to see the spotlight begin to shift 
only way many of us can hear of the statement that the authors had to more contemporary visual art and 
LDS-oriented products and books, not attended only one of the three plays artists. 
to mention the source of income for presented in repertory, the one with Again-it's a fascinating and 
the magazine. Would like to see more which the authors were vaguely thought-provoking publication. Keep 
of N M b A  in Sunstone. familiar. It was then assumed that the the good work-itrs fun to see the 

Scott Smith sad faring of Bye Bye Birdie also held changes Sunstone goes through (and to 
Thousand Oaks, California true for the other two shows. The recognize familir names now and 

M ~ n n o n  Players were assumed to be a then), and I really think you're on the 
Praise for Orson Scott Card dismal failure. right track. 
I have read articles by Orson Scott On the contrary, I was pleased with Kary Nelson 
Card in several magazines and their success. I saw the shows on Los Angeles, California 
especially enjoyed reading his play consecutive nights (as a true patron of 
Father, Mother, Mother, and Mom.  repertory should do). Having been Divinity Schools vs. 
However, when I read "The Day the chagrined after Bye Bye Birdie, I took Schools of Religion 
Nonmembers Moved In" (Sunstone, heart in the delightful Where's Charley? I very much appreciated your recent 
March-April), I thought I would split and found Kiss Me  Kate superb, both article, "Saints in Divinity Schools," 
laughing. (I grew up in a small Utah visually and musically. (May-June 1978). It was good to get 
community and that attitude is very 
prevalent.) However, after I quit Concerning the advent of repertory at Some idea the number of LDS 

I, for one, give my applause and students involved in the academic 
laughing, I did some serious thinking. 

blessing to continue. Choosing musical I agree that this 
That article contains more truth than phenomenon may have "significant 
fiction, and there lies the sadness: that theatre was a smart for a first 

year. It is very difficult to pull off implications for the intellectual and 
we as supposedly good Latter-day 
saints have this attitude. Hopefully, professionally, and yet it's perfect for 'piritual of Mormonism 

worldwide." However, your article 
this article will help some of us to see the contemporary Mormon 

audience~wholesome but convincing, was confusing in several respects and 
ourselves as we really are and to 

Next year understand we are to have also raises some interesting questions. 
change. 

a mixture of lights and heavies: Rogers Your use of the labels "divinity 
I also enjoyed "Saintspeak" in and Hammerstein's Carousel in rep schools" and "schools of religion" 
Sunstone May-June. After reading it, I with Shaw's massive St.  Joan. It will be perpetuates a confusion in that you 
started to listen to myself and was a challenge of high magnitude-BYU blur the key distinction between 
amazed that anyone other than a may well be on the road to achieving theological studies-that course of 
Mormon could understand half of theatrical stature. study which is more sectarian in 
what I said. I never realized that we 

-,-heatre is not always meant to move, orientation and which is pursued in 
have such an exclusive way of 

improve, and elevate. Often it is various divinity school, theological 
speaking. Keep up  the good work, schools, and schools of religion-and 
Brother Card. We need to be reminded meant to and entertain. The 

authors have made an inadvertent stab religious studies-that course of study 
of our weaknesses as well as our 

at the art form of musical theatre, which is non-theological in orientation 
strengths! 

which does not seem to have been and which follows a more 
Karleen B. Liebschutz their intention, nor conclusion. If they straight-forward academic to 
Salt Lake City, Utah were sincere patrons of good theatre, the range 

they would have attended all three phenomena. . . . Therefore when you 
Response to "Bye Bye B Y U  plays with an open mind, regardless of make reference LDS students 
Being of sound discriminating taste, I their prior experience with theatre of working particularly in "schools of 
am appalled at the insensitive this nature. religion" (a term that is somewhat 
assumptions made by Mssrs. Bliss and synonymous with "schools of 
Gump in the last issue's review of the I found the review insulting nonsense. theology") it is not clear whether you 
Mormon Players ("Bye Bye BYU," Criticism of this nature should be left ,,,, they are pursuing theological 
July-August). I would be the first to to the insipid contrivances of the studies or religious studies. There are 
say that theatre at BYU is not a current Mormon theatre, such as the important academic as well as 
standard; I grew up on Broadway, works of Doug Stewart and Scott Card. ideological differences between these 
which is the standard of excellence, D. Fletcher two courses of study. Differences 
and the quality of drama at the "Y" Provo, Utah which, in turn, reflect various goals 
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and aspirations of those choosing this 
line of study and which determine 
various professional opportunities. 

This brings me to a couple of 
questions. First of all, you indicate that 
most of the people you interviewed 
felt that "the Church and its teachings 
could withstand critical investigation 
and its members benefit from the 
scrutiny." Granted. But does it follow 
that academic training in a theological 
school, even a non-demominational or 
multi-denominational school 
necessarily provides the best type of 
scholarly preparation for this 
"investigation?" I take it from your 
article that you think it does. 
You make reference to the situation in 
the 1930s when the Church financed a 
number of Seminary and Institute of 
Religion teachers to study at the 
University of Chicago Divinity School. 
Russell B. Swenson, emeritus 
professor of history at BYU, was one 
of those students and wrote an 
account of this entitled, "Mormons at 
the University of Chicago Divinity 
School: A Personal Reminiscence," 
Dialogue 7 (Summer, 1972). Professor 
Swensen speaks very highly of the 
experience but notes, "the 'Chicago 
Movement' stopped almost as 
suddenly as it had begun." He gives a 
number of possible reasons for 
this-for instance, that some of the 
General Authorities mav have been 
fearful that this course &f study might 
undermine the faith of those involved, 
and that there was a decided lack of 
professional opportunities in the 
Church educational system for those 
with divinity degrees. But it is possible 
to speculate that an additional factor 
may have contributed to the 
cancellation of the program. A factor 
that no doubt became obvious to those 
involved in this study and may even 
have been detected by those 
overseeing the project. A factor that is 
still relevant today and needs to be 
assessed in light of what you indicate 
is a growing interest on the part of 
some Mormon scholars to engage in 
theological studies. Namely, that any 
Protestant or Catholic theological 
study, no matter how sound and 
demanding it may be academically, of 
necessity is informed with a distinctive 
theological perspective that is 
fundamentally different from a 
Mormon perspective. Consequently, 
those LDS students involved in such 
work face the added responsibility of 
detecting this influence, identifying 
how it permeates what they are 
learning both in regard to 
methodology and content, and 
discerning to what extent, if any, their 

own theological outlook has been 
changed as a reult of this influence. 
All of this seems obvious, even 
inevitable. It is a natural consequence 
of embarking upon this course of 
study. But it does raise a question as 
to whether other ways of studying 
religion might not be more 
advantageous to the Mormon scholar. 
Particularly to the extent that these 
other ways attempt, at least in large 
measure, to be theologically neutral, 
choosing instead to follow the 
methodological lead of the social 
sciences and the humanities, and 
operating on the premise that the 
religious dimension of life is accessible 
to study and is capable of 
understanding, but only up to a point. 
I have in mind, of course, what I 
referred to above as religious studies. 

In other words, the question can be 
put as follows (using, in part, your 
own words): is a theological education 
the best way for LDS students to 
"deepen their faith through a rigorous 
examination of their Judeao-Christian 
heritage?" (Maybe, as you suggest at 
the end of the article, the more 
interesting question is whether anyone 
can "deepen their faith" through a 
"rigorous examination" of their 
heritage-either from a theological 
perspective or any other perspective 
for that matter. But this takes us down 
a different path.) 

You touched upon a variation of the 
point I am trying to make when you 
indicate how often the students you 
talked with were surprised to find that 
their schools did not condone students 
challenging one another's faith. Yet, 
you note, there often seems to be an 
ideological bias in favor of a more 
liberal theological attitude, or as you 
say, "an air of condescension or 
disdain for the otherworldly claims of 
evangelical Christianity." I am not 
concerned here with this age-old 
theological rift, but merely with 
stressing the fact that clearly a point of 
view must prevail in any type of 
theological study and that this can 
become a real burden to the LDS 
scholar who presumes that he is 
engaging in the most obvious course 
of study in order to "deepen his 
faith." 

Finally, a question about the 
professional prospects for those 
students mentioned in your survey. 
You state that many "expressed a 
desire to enter the Church educational 
system." But have opportunities in the 
Church Educational system for people 
with theological degrees, even from 
non-denominational schools, really 

changed much in the last couple of 
decades? Consider, for example, that 
the whole graduate religious 
instruction program at BYU has been 
abolished and efforts are increasingly 
being made to involve professors from 

, other fields in undergraduae religious 
I instruction at that school. In addition, 

what Professor Swenson pointed out 
in 1972, speaking of the situation in 
the late 1930s and early 1940s, seems 
as true today as ever, namely, "the 
increasingly activity-oriented programs 
of the LDS Institute of Religion 
required their teachers to have more 
veisatility in promoting and organizing 
religious activities for the LDS 
students than intensive academic 
training." Add to this the general lack 
of teaching positions throughout the 
country for those in theological and 
religious studies and the professional 
prospects clearly are less than 
encouraging. Why not address these 
questions in a follow-up article? 

M. Gerald Bradford 
Department of Religion 

Bowdoin College 
Brunswick, Maine 

The Benjamin Address 

Introducing a New Sunstone Series 
Three years before his death, old 
Benjamin, the Nephite prophetking, 
gathered every man, woman, and child 
in the nation around the temple and 
gave to them his final address. In it he 
revealed his accumulated spiritual 
understandings, doctrines such as the 
nature of man, faith, and the 
Atonement, among others. His words 
were so powerful that the multitude fell 
to the ground and unanimously entered 
into a covenant with God to keep His 
commandments. 

In his honor and following his example, 
Sunstone introduces "The Benjamin 
Address," and invites all our readers to 
participate. We ask you to sum up  your 
life in a single essay, conveying the 
most important guiding principle you 
have learned through your experiences 
from which succeeding generations 
could benefit. We welcome as well 
suggestions of others whose insights 
might prove invaluable. We feel that 
there are many outstanding individuals 
among us today who have critical truths 
to impart (in the last few months alone 
we have lost T. Edgar Lyon, Gerrit De 
John, Jr., Gustave Larsen, and Delbert 
Stapley, all of whom could have 
provided momentous summary 
addresses) which we hope to 
immortalize in print. 
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