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which Mormons were racially 
acceptable to enter the holy place 
could have proved a horrendous task." 

Dr. Shipps points to the five per cent 
annual growth rate of the Church and 
concludes, "that while the Mormons 
are definitely not moving toward the 
American religious mainstream, that 
mainstream could well be movine " 
toward them." While such statements 
seem to ignore the fact that the 
greatest growth is taking place outside 
of the United States, Dr. Shipps is 
well aware of the problems associated 
with rapid world-wide expansion: 
"Notwithstanding the rosy picture of a 
world filled with Mormons which is 
being projected by the Church News 
and the official Ensign, the power of 
the LDS gospel to sustain communities 
of Saints throughout the world 
without requiring them to adopt 
peculiarly American attitudes and 
stereotyped life styles has not yet been 
fully proven. The essence of 
Mormonism awaits distillation." 

Church Influence Charged 
William Boyd, Republican candidate 
for lieutenant governor of Nevada, has 
charged the Church with distributing 
campaign literature for his Mormon 
opponents, Republican DeVoe Heaton 
and Democrat Myron Leavitt. The 
campaign literature was found in a 
stack of newspapers left in the lobby 
of a Las Vegas chapel. The 
advertisement listed candidates 
endorsed by Citizens for Responsible 
Government and the Conservative 
Caucus of Nevada. Boyd said that 
every endorsed candidate is a 
Mormon. In Salt Lake City, Church 
spokesman Jerry Cahill described the 
charges of Church influence as 
"hogwash." 

Mormons in Medicine 
In the September 1978 issue of Human 
Behavior in an article entitled, "Devout 
Doctors-How Physicians View Death 
is Linked to Their Faith," researchers 
claim that "a physician's religious 
affiliation may affect the kind of 
treatment his patients will receive 
when nearing death's door." Polling a 
large group of graduating seniors from 
six medical schools, the study 
concluded that Catholics, Mormons, 
and other Protestants, for example, 
emphasized preparing for death, while 
Jews and those with no religious 
preference did not. About 4O0lO of 
Catholics and Protestants and 11% of 
the Jewish students believed religion 
to be very important in an individual's 
life as compared to over 70% of the 
Mormons. 

Featured in People 
ne work of D ~ .  vicky B ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - o ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  
editor of Sister Saints, received 
nation-wide publicity this summer in 
the pages of People magazine. "A 
feminist studies Mormon polygamy 
and, remarkably, finds that it liberated 
the wives," headlined a three-page 
article in the 10 July issue. Dr. 
Burgess-Olson was quoted as saying 
that of the 341 Mormon women she 
studied between 1847 and 1885, most 
(54%) had fulltime jobs outside the 
home. "When the husbands were 
away visiting other wives in other 
houses, the wives they left behind ran 
farms, ranches or silkworm 
operations. . . . If the families shared 
the same house, the women had 
different assignments and could do 
what they liked best." The 
achievements of Drs. Martha Hughes 
cannon and ~ l l i ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l d ~  shipp were 
described, as well as Susa Young 
Gates, friend of suffragette Susan B. 
Anthony. This recasting of plural 
wives as liberated women rather than 
as exploited may help to shatter old 
Mormon stereotypes in the minds of 
many Americans. It may also unsettle 
some Mormons who have chosen to 
ignore the career orientation of their 
nineteenth-century models. Dr. 
Burgess-Olson's lifestyle is reminiscent 
of the pioneers1 response to Brigham 
Young who, she reports, "once said 
the church wanted women to run the 
stores as well as sweep the houses. " 
A Provo school district psychologist, 
Vicky, and husband Eric, a professor 
of Egyptology at BYU, have four 
children. According to People, she 
obtained her Ph.D. in counseling 
psychology at Northwestern University 
and is a major in the U.S. Army 
Reserve. 

New Priesthood Policy 
Stirs Media Interest 
The historic June 9 announcement of 
the First Presidency extending the 
priesthood "to every worthy male 
member of the Church" gained 
immediate media attention throughout 
the country. Subsequently, at least two 
major publications, Time (August 8) 
and The Christian Century (August 
16-23) have featured the Mormons. 
Time writer Richard Ostling reported a 

ninety minute interview with President 
Kimball, a journalistic coup that must 
have made the editor of 
Church-owned Deseret News turn green 
with envy. Ostling reported President 
Kimball's version of the process 
leading to the change was much more 
"matter of fact" than the sensational 
speculations circulating in Salt Lake 

"I a good deal time in 
the temple alone, praying for 
guidance, and there was a gradual and 
general development of the whole 
program, in connection with the 
Apostles." According to Ostling, 
President Kimball that 
Mormonism no longer holds to . . . a 

that had denied 
the priesthood "because they 
somehow failed God during their 
pre-existence." The three-page 
"Mormonism Enters a New Era" 
concludes that "as a result of Spencer 
Kimball's innovations, new classes and 
cultures may yet penetrate Brigham 
Young's mountain-ringed fastness 
[sic]." 
The Christian Century selected Dr. Jan 
S ~ ~ P P S ?  a professor of history and 
religious studies at Indiana 
University-Purdue University to write 
0" the Mormons for its series, "The 
Churches: Where from Here?' As the 
first non-Mormon president of the 
Mormon History Association, Christian 
Century could not have chosen a more 
qualified and sympathetic observer. In 
a six-~age article "The h40rmons: 
Looking Forward and Outward," Dr. 
Shipps takes issue with the New York 
Times' assertion that the revelation was 
"another example of the adaptation of 
Mormon beliefs to American culture." 
''The June 9 revelation will never be 
fully understood," she maintains, "if it 
is regarded simply as a pragmatic 
doctrinal shift ultimately designed to 
bring Latter-day Saints into 
congruence with mainstream America. 
The timing and context, and even the 
wording of the revelation itself, 
indicate that the change has to do not 
with America so much as with the 
world. . . . If a pragmatic reason for 
the revelation must be found, it is 
better found in the fact that on 
October 30 an LDS temple will be 
dedicated in Sao Paulo, Brazil-and 
making sufficient determination as to 




