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I confess. I have read J. R. R. Tolkien's Lord of the 
Rings sixteen (seventeen?) times and feel no 
guilt that I haven't read the Book of Mormon as 

frequently. In a world of tax revolt, R ratings, and Big 
Macs, it is nice to fall back on Frodo and his tale related 
in the Ring's three volumes-The Fellowship of the Ring, 
The Two Towers, and The Return of the King-to relieve 
unconscious tension. It is complete, it is fulfilling, it is 
lofty, and it is easy to read. My ultimate fantasy coin- 
cides with Tolkien's ultimate creation. 

What immediately attracts me to Rings is its scope- 
the sheer enormity of Tolkien's creative universe, 
marked by these qualities: (1) a concrete sense of time 
and an intangible sense of timelessness; (2) the complex- 
ity of detail; and (3) principles of Christian philosophy 
reflected in Latter-day Saint theology. 

The Lord of the Rings is the tale of Frodo, a not-so- 
average, carefree hobbit who is called upon to destroy 
the evil one, Ring of power. He begins his journey in the 
company of a fellowship which represents the free 
peoples of Middle earth: Gandalf, the wizard; Aragom, 
the king-to-be; Legolas, the elf; Gimli, the dwarf; and 
Boromir, the warrior; as well as three other hobbits. 
Their paths soon separate, however, as each member of 
the fellowship has a different role to play in the War of 
the Ring before Sauron, the Dark Lord, can be defeated. 

Although the events of the Ring trilogy take place in a 
little over a year, it is clear that Tolkien extended his 
vision of Middle Earth from its creation millenia before 
hobbits ever existed through events that occurred after 
the trilogy is over. In The Silmarillion, which Tolkien 
labored on for thirty years prior to writing The Lord of the 
Rings, Tolkien recounts the events of Middle Earth cov- 
ering the thousands of years from its creation up to the 
beginning of the Third Age (the age in which the War of 
the Ring takes place.) For those who want to know what 
happens after the end of the book, Tolkien graciously 
supplies an appendix in which all the major characters 
are followed until the end of their lives. References to 
past heroes, past villains, and past events are made 
casually throughout the book, giving the reader the 
strong feeling that all the incidents are but part of an 
immense history. 

With the concrete events of the present and allusions 
to the past and the future, Tolkien has formed the ages 
of Middle Earth, an infinite expanse of time. Beyond 
this, a timelessness marks the events and characters of 
Middle Earth-the present itself is infinite. 

This quality is interwoven intangibly yet consistently 
throughout the trilogy: the Elves cannot die of old age, 
the trees of Lorien never drop their golden leaves, the 
Lady Galadriel becomes folklore while she yet lives, the 
Ents of Fangorn remember the dawn of time. The elf, 
Legolas, refers to the forest, Fangom: "It is old, very old 
. . . so old that I almost feel young again, as I have not 
felt since I journeyed with you children. It is old and full 

c7 of memory." 
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tail. For example, he has created the elf who is described 
physically as a tall, slender, and fair creature with a clear 
musical voice, a hankering for mischief but with a be- 
nevolent air. His food and drink are among the sweetest 
fruits and nectars. We know his name and its origin; his 
genealogy and history are laid out; his language, accent 
and alphabet are enumerated. 

Tolkien established more than a fantasy picture-the 
fantasy is as boundless as our living reality. The elf has 
soul; Tolkien has quite literally breathed life into his 
creation. I can comprehend the author's absolute vision 
because he has captured it in toto on paper. The vision 
requires theme and in the true Christian spirit, Tolkien 
delineates these principles: (1) destiny is met by choice; 
(2) that which denies choice is evil; and (3) in the infinite 
plan the common man is a hero. These all encompassing 
themes ring familiar to me. As a lifelong member of the 
Church I have found in Tolkien's work the opportunity 
to observe and recognize precepts I have always ac- 
cepted but in a setting which is far different from the 
standard gospel literature. 

The plan of salvation was estabished prior to the crea- 
tion of the earth as a step-by-step process leading to 
eventual attainment of eternal life. The process is abso- 
lute and not complete without the occurence of the fall 
of Adam and subsequent Atonement. Similarly, Tolkien 
has organized a plan for Middle Earth as outlined in The 
Silman'llion, Tolkien's Old Testament, which affirms the 
existence of deity and recounts the origin and the early 
history of Middle Earth. 

My ultimate fantasy coincides with 
Tolkien's ultimate creation. 

In the beginning, "there was Eru, the One, who in 
Arda is called Iluvatar; and he made first the Ainur, the 
holy ones, that were the offspring of his thought. . . . 
And he spoke to them propounding to them themes of 
music; and they sang before him. . . . Never since have 
the Ainur made any music like unto this music. . . . 
But as the theme progressed, it came into the heart of 
Melkor to interweave matters of his own imagining that 
were not in accord with the theme of Iluvatar. . . . and 
straightway discord arose about him. . . . and about 
[Iluvatar's] throne there was a raging storm. . . . Then 
Iluvatar arose, and a new theme began amid the storm 
like and yet unlike the former theme. 

"Iluvatar said to them: 'Behold your Music!' And he 
showed to them a vision, giving to them sight where 
before was only hearing. And as they looked this World 
began to unfold its history. 'Each of you shall find con- 
tained therein all those things which it may seem that he 
himself devised or added. . . . thus the Ainur know 
much of what was, and is, and is to come. . . . yet . . . 
to none but himself has Iluvatar revealed all that he has 
in store." 

So though few know them, the general events of 
Middle Earth have been determined by Iluvatar and his 
Ainur. 

Nevertheless we know the plan of salvation rests 
upon the choice of the individual: the fall occurred be- 
cause of the decision of Adam and Eve in the garden; 
the Atonement was fulfilled only after Christ's agoniz- 
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ing choice in the garden of Gethesame; and our exalta- 
tion depends on our acceptance or rejection of the 
Atonement. Tolkien developed an interdependence be- 
tween the plans of diety and right of man to choose his 
destiny by giving his characters personal conflicts to 
overcome, coinciding with their part in the plan for the 
eventual good of all. Each charater feels obligated to 
fulfill his mission, though he may not welcome it. 

Frodo cries, "I wish I had never seen the Ring. Why 
did it come to me? Why was I chosen?" To which Gan- 
dalf replies, "Such questions cannot be answered. . . . 
But you have been chosen, and you must therefore use 
such strength and heart and wits as you have." Elrond, 
the elf Lord, tells Frodo, "If I understand aright all that I 
have heard, I think this task is appointed for you, 

I Frodo. . . . But it is a heavy burden. So heavy that 
none could lay it on another. I do not lay it on you. But if 

1 
I you take it freely, I will say that your choice is right." 

Another indication of the eternal plan is the fulfill- 
ment of prophecy by those who have been foreordained 
and chosen to fulfill. Joseph Smith was presented by 
Moroni with his calling, directly as a fulfillment of the 
prophecies of Old Testament prophets. 

Tolkien also provided for the fulfillment of prophecy. 
Many of the events, great and small, of the War of the 
Ring were foreseen and foretold centuries before the 
events of the trilogy and each character has a role in 
bringing the prophecies to pass. Aragorn's ancestors 
had passed down the broken sword of their forefather, 
Isulder, for centuries, yet it was Aragorn's role alone to 
fulfill prophecy and to reforge and use the sword. The 
witch king of the Ringwraiths had lived securely for 
years knowing it was prophesied that no man would 
slay him, yet his time came in the War of the Ring when 
the small hobbit, Merry, and the woman warrior, 
Eowyn, combined to bring about his death. 

Thus, although many events are foreseen, no man is 
forced to fulfill a destiny because of predestination. 
Rather, each character in Middle Earth is given an op- 
portunity to play his role in the history of the world; 
each is free to shoulder his burden or to refuse. 

Frodo exemplifies Everyman who has 
been asked to perform a miracle, and he 
succeeds because he keeps until 
he's finished. 

This leads into another great theme of The Lord of the 
Rings, namely, that the greatest sin one can commit is to 
deny an intelligent being the ability to freely choose. 
Sauron, the Dark Lord, epitomizes evil because he de- 
sires above all else to enslave the will of all the free 
peoples of Middle Earth. The Ring Frodo bears is wicked 
on two counts: first, because it gives the wearer the 
power to control the will of others if he so chooses; and 
second, because it gradually overcomes the will of the 
bearer, stirring within him a greater and greater desire 
to rule. When Frodo begs Gandalf or the elf queen 
Galadriel, to bear the Ring, they both refuse for the 
same reason. Each feels that he/she would succumb to 
the temptation to use the Ring to force others to do 
good, and thus would end up as wicked in the end as 

Sauron. The elves are so fearful of forcing their will 
anyone that they almost hesitate to give advice. Fr 
says of them, "It is said, go not to the elves for coun 
for they will say both no and yes." This is borne out in 
Galadriel's reply to his request for advice: "I do not 
counsel you one way or another. I am not a counselor. 
You may learn something bet] seeing is both good and 
perilous. Yet I think Frodo, that you have courage and 
wisdom enough for the venture or I would not have 
brought you here. Do as you will!" 

This is analagous to the struggle in the pre-existence. 
Latter-day Saints perceive Satan as the father of evil 
because it was (and is) his wish that we would all come 
to earth as slaves to his will. Although he proposed to 
compel us to do good, nevertheless our Father knew 
that it was absolutely necessary for us to retain our free 
agency in order to learn here on earth. And while we 
struggle it is clear that Satan's greatest desire is to have 
our will submitted to his while the desire of our Father is 
that we come to Him freelv. of our own will. 
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The Lord of the Rings inceorates  the best aspects of a 
sheer adventure story-heroic deeds, beautiful women, 
wise seers, battle, and magic-but is most inspiring 
because of its leading character, a small hobbit named 
Frodo Baggins. He defeats the Dark Lord not by ex- 
traordinary strength, courage, or wisdom but simply 
because he endures. While much of the tale deals with 
battles and secret wisdom exchanged by ancient 
wizards, the major story involves a simple being who 
did not ask for a quest and whose sole wish is that his 
quest be finished. Yet Frodo chooses to bear the Ring, 
and his victories come not on the battlefield but in the 
wastes of Mordor where, exhausted and starving and 
beaten down by the power of the Ring, he (with his 
faithful Sam) drags himself forward until he fulfills what 
he set out to do. Frodo exemplifies Everyman who has 
been asked to perform a miracle, and he succeeds be- 
cause he keeps going until he's finished. 

The strength of the Church lies in the individual tes- 
timonies and endurance of its rank-and-file members. 
Despite the wisdom and revelation of a thousand 
prophets, without the devotion of the Everymadsaint, 
the Church would fail. 

I have analyzed some of the many facets of The Lord of 
the Rings that have compelled me to read it so many 
times. Its setting is a world which looks like our own; its 
characters are molded from mankind's many faces; its 
themes are developed around a series of moral conflicts. 
Tolkien insisted that his work was not to be taken al- 
legorically but simply as lofty entertainment. It is not 
allegory; allegory is a symbolic representation of reality. 
There is no direct symbolism in The Lord of the Rings. The 
author presents his themes straightforwardly and, with 
the totality of facts and events, he has created a reality 
which is as valid as the one we inhabit. Finally, I know I 
can return again and again to dwell there when my soul 
has need of rest, not in order to escape this world but to 
rest in order to cope with this world. 

"That is the purpose for which you are called hither. 
Called, I say, though I have not called you to me, stran- 
gers from distant lands. You have come and are here 
met, in this very nick of time, by chance as it may seem. 
Yet it is not so. Believe rather that it is so ordered." 




