
The following comments are excerpted 
from responses to the questionnaire 
recently sent to all Sunstone subscribers. 
A statistical overview of Sunstone's 
readers based on questionnaire 
responses is also included. 

I am so glad for this additional outlet 
for Mormon writing. It is expecting too 
much of a church publication to include 
material with metaphorical and other 
figurative embellishments and stand 
behind any meanings that might be 
extracted. On  the other hand it ruins a 
writer's inspiration and freedom to be 
always afraid of the overtones of a 
phrase. I am continually ove joyed with 
the material in your magazine and 
Dialogue which give me a feeling of 
fellowship in such communication. 

Springville, Utah 

I would like to see a weekly Sunstone. 
Denver, Colorado 

You need good interviews that are 
probing and timely-Nibley, McMur- 
rin, and perhaps the general authori- 
ties if they would "talk." 

Salt Lake City 

Avoid slick paper; expand articles; 
respond to anti-Mormon claims. 

Los Alomitos, California 

I would appreciate some discreet ads 
for LDS-related products and services 
available. 

San Jose, California 

A longer magazine would be more 
1 fun, and more frequent. 

Salt Lake City 

I Publish and mail on time! 
Salt Lake City 

I'm never quite sure if you're aiming for 
"timely" or "timeless." 

I Provo 

Include more by and about teenagers. 
I liked the old format better and 
would like to see more artistic layout, 
more color, etc. 

Salt Lake City 

I would like to see faith-developing 
fiction and experiences. 

Salt Lake City 

Monthly! 
Payson, Utah 

Publish more letters to the editors. 
Amm'can Fork, Utah 

Publication of full-length plays. 
Provo, Utah 

More ecology and religion. 
Richland, Washington 

Get more money. Hi-ho!. . . .Don't be 
another "liberal" magazine. Stay with 
the "open-minded mainstream. Yeah. 
I haven't had an issue since summer. 
Bring out the magazine occasionally. 

Sab Lake City 

I would like to see an article on non- 
active members-factors influencing 
inactivity and feelings about it. Also 
something on people who have to 
struggle to remain active. 

Boulder, Colorado 

Leave the scholarly emphasis to 
Dialogue and B Y U  Studies. Return to a 
journal format. . .Less "newsy" 
articles, more in-depth articles. 

Boise, Idaho 

I really enjoy your graphics and 
layout. . .It would be nice if you 
published a little more regularly. 

Lowland, Ohio 

You might moderate somewhat your 
liberal tendencies that too often make 
themselves evident. I have in mind 
Kenney's piece on "Liberation Theol- 
ogy" which somehow evaded mention 
of its Marxist elements. . . 

Salt Lake City 

Maybe you ought to join Dialogue 
instead of dividing the market. 

Salt Lake City 

You and Dialogue are attempting to. . . 
keep religion intellectually honest. 

Salt Lake City 

Basically I think Sunstone is a some- 
what shallow magazine in comparison 
to Dialogue. I am left searching for 
more with each issue. 

Orem, Utah 

I would like to see more interviews. 
Prow, Utah 

It's important to have a variety of styles. 
Don't cast everything in the same style 
through editing. 

Bountiful, Utah 

Personal spiritual histories. 
New Jersey 

Remember there are more Saints 
outside of Utah than within it. 

Randle, Washington 

More on Mormon art of every sort. 
Golden, Colorado 

Mail Sunstone in some type of a 
protective cover-my copy usually 
arrives pretty beat up. 

Detroit, Michigan 

Don't be afraid of offending. Pull off 
some more coups like publication of 
Elliot's Fires ofthe Mind in your first 
issue. In those days we thought you 
were really going to be something 
big. Now you're just kind of a 
magazine. The "magazine" arrives 
much too slowly to make the "news" 
columns worthwhile. 

New Haven, Connecticut 

Sunstone still has not published much 
that couldn't just as well appear in 
Dialogue or B Y U  Studies. I wait for you 
to find your true voice. 

Arlington, Virginia 

More historical works, events in 
other countries. Increase its size. 
Graphics are well done. 

Laie, Hawaii 

Include stories about successful peo- 
ple in the arts and also advertisement. 
Stick to one format. 

Continue to be objective, but perhaps 
less polemic. Excessive graphics get in 
the way. Seek increasingly simple 
graphic format, even one with overt 
dignity. Either justify Sunstone as 
supplementary to Dialogue rather than 
as a younger bolder alternative, or 
seek to find a place between Dialogue 
and Ensign. . . which, I'm sure, is 
repugnant to you. 

Stuart, Virginia 

Deal with tough issues such as 
population planning. LDS people have 
a problem here. 

Anchorage, Alaska 

More good poetry and fiction. Proof- 
read each issue. 

Kearns, Utah 

More in-depth examination of contro- 
versial subjects-less scholarly reli- 
gious articles, esp, about other 
religions. I'm having enough trouble 
reading about Mormonism. I much 
preferred the quality of the magazine 
when 1 first subscribed. I feel you are 
trying to appeal to everyone and end 
up not really "touching" anyone. 

Redding, California 

I would like to see a small section 
devoted to news update and also to 
investigative reporting, two areas for 
which there is a real vacuum. 

Eugene, Oregon 
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Provide a "flyer" in the magazine that 
we can give to friends. Prints of 
outstanding articles for handouts. 

Novato, California 

I like biographical essays. You need 
contributions from other places than 
the Wasatch Front. I preferred the 
6 x 9 size. Beware of ticky-tacky ads 
for "offbeat" Mormon products. 

College Park, Maryland 

Personalities-something like People- 
common people struggling. I think you 
have a good format-nothing heavy 
like Dialogue-the church's own Look 
magazine. 

Reading, Massachusetts 

More philosophy. Less sensationalism- 
more maturity. More good sound 
articles, i.e. Madsen, Maxwell, Warner, 
Nibley. 

State College, Pennsylvania 

Any additional type of articles can be 
found in Time and Newsweek-keep 
Sunstone a "religious" magazine. The last 
issue (the "red" one) could be used as a 
model for all others as far as contents 
are concerned. Avoid single theme 
issues (like the "blue" one). If wishes 
are being considered, I wish Sunstone 
were a monthly. Aim at  new Mormons- 
dyed in the wool, Utah Mormons 
Ire a lost cause-but new Mormons 
:and growth is supposed to be our 
number one achievement) are interested 
.n examining all aspects of their 
new life. 

Springfield, Virginia 

Examine linguistic issues of Book of 
Mormon, Pearl of Great Price. Use non- 
slick paper and on-time publication. 
Increase size of magazine. 

Salt Lnke City 

Write about legislation affecting LDS 
people. I do not enjoy the many history 
articles in Sunstone. 

Manns Choice, Pennsylvania 

Is it possible to discuss ways in which 
the Church does or  does not help 
,ndividual members to live the gospel? 

Pleasant Grove, Utah 

Publish issues on time, mailing first to 
most distant places. 

Ewa Beach, Hawaii 

Individual members' views, thoughts, 
problems, and how they cope with 
them. 

Panama City, Florida 

[ think that Sunstone will only be 
valuable in the long run if it demands, 
and publishes, quality journal articles 
based on solid research, sound analysis, 
and original thought. Book reviews 
have a place in scholarly journals, but 

movie reviews belong in Cue. Young 
LDS scholars need to publish and 
polish their writing skills, and there are 
many areas of general interest besides 
Utah history. I would like to believe 
that by reading Sunstone I will be 
exposed to the work of the "new 
generation" of writers and scholars (all 
over the country) writing with insight 
and expertise on gospel-related topics. 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 

I would like to see more personal 
opinion, thoughts, reactions, goals, and 

testimonies. Articles that stimulate 
discussion. 

Santa Clara, Utah 

I would like to see more philosophy, 
also articles about Jewish and Christian 
religions. 

Valenria, California 

Include personal essays on doctrine. 
Longmont, Colorado 

I would like to learn what BYU is 
learning from its Mexican and Central 
American diggings. I enjoyed the 

A JOURNAL OF MORMON THOUGHT 

Volume XI, No. 4 paid respects to T. Edgar Lyon, 
celebrated the 20th Anniversary of Leonard Arrington's 
Great Basin Kingdom, and interviewed Edward L. 
Kimball, co-author of Spencer W. Kimball. There are 
also articles by Dennis L. Lythgoe on J. Bracken Lee 
and Richard Poulsen on Joseph Smith's persecutors. 

Volume XII, No. 1 features an article on capital 
punishment and blood atonement by Martin Gardner, 
Marvin Hill on the First Vision, Loretta Hefner on 
Amasa Lyman, Richard Sherlock on Heber Snell, 
Melody Moench on 19th Century Mormonism and 
Hans Baer on the Aaronic Order. 

Both issues contain other exciting articles, stories, 
poetry and reviews. 

"Mormonism's Negro Doctrine: An Historical Overview1' 
by Lester Bush, Jr. is available at $3.00. The 64-page 
reprint also contains the statement issued June 9,1978. 

Please begin my Dialogue subscription: 

Name 

Address 

City State-ip-- 

Subscriptions: $20 Subscription: 

Student rate: $1 0 Reprints: 

Bush Reprint: $3 Contribution: 

Total enclosed: 

Dialogue * P.8. Box 1387 Arlington, Virginia * 22210 
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Debate on contemporary events-more 
attempt to interrelate analysis of 
church and gospel in light of various 
academic disciplines. 

New York, New York 

I enjoy masional long interviews. 
generally with a noted person concern- 
ing a current, controversial, or impor- 
tant topic. Most of the recent changes 
have been improvements. Grateful to 
have at least one spectacular art issue. 

Soloang, California 

I like human interest features-would 
enjoy reading features regarding what 
Mormons are doing with their lives, 
goals, doubts, questions. 

Long Beach, California 

More science-religion articles (astro- 
nomy. archeolog~, nutrition, etch 

Los Angeles, California 

~ ~ ~ l ~ d ~  doctrinal compa~sons between 
LDS and other faiths. Articles such as 
"The Mormon Temple Experiencen 
which offend the sensibilities of 

faithful members of the Church give 
your journal a "fringe" image and will 
limit expansion of circulation among 
them. 

Knoxoille, Tennessee 

More personal essays-personal reac- 
tions to Mormons and the world. More 
scholarly work. 

Houston, Texas 
We disagree with the dramatic policy 
change which occurred about one year 
ago. Be loving instead of super-critical. 

Rochester, New York 

You do a good job of keeping readers 
up on current events that impact the 
church and its members. This is the 
only place I find this information. 

Floressant, Missouri 

More on missionary life. 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Humorous articles. 
Ogden, Utah 

More photography, art work. Little less 
highbrow would appeal to more people. 

Ogden, Utah 

More color would be nice (and more 
expensive). 

Bountiful, Utah 

I enjoy reading results of surveys. 
Thoughtful articles on controversial 
issues (sex education-church and 
state). Sociological trends in church 
membership. New views on old issues. 

Chicago, Illinois 

I personally am not very interested in 
an unofficial Ensign. When I want that 
kind of material I can read the Ensign. 
While I wish you well in your 
endeavor, Sunstone will need to become 

Sunstone Christmas package tremen- 
dously-especially the book of car- 
toons, also the pictures in the calendar. 
Your audience will be LDS SO don't 
run down our beliefs but let us laugh. 

Ames, Iowa 

Anything on history of the or 
the pioneers. 

Westeroille, Ohio 

More fiction. 
Newark, Delaware 

More debates, old sermons. 
Woodland, California 

Articles about science and religion. 
Also comparative religion. 

Woodland, California 

I like nostalgia type things. 
Momoria, California 

I would enjoy seeing more LDs drama. 
San Francisco, California 

I would like to see more articles like 
the BYU religion forum articles. 

Glendale, Ariwna 

I would like a careful, candid review 
article or series on the writings of 
Jerald and Sandra Tanner. I would also 
like articles exploring LDS spiritual 
experiences and how they differ from 
non-LDS experiences. 

Newark, California 

Color photos of visual art-seemed 
that issue was filled with sanctimoni- 
ous and "high-falootin" pseudo-intellec- 
tual criticism. A Ph.d. does not a 
thinker make. Articles on dance would 
be nice. 

Coopersoille, Michigan 

More controversy. 
Canton, Michigan 

More scholarly (as opposed to half- 
baked) articles. Pay attention to letters 
from subscribers-publish regularly. 

Baltimore, Maryland 

Contemporary women's issues-not 
women's history. I am tired of dead 
women's accomplishments. 

New York, New York 

Authors have a tendency to pomposity 
and are verbose. 

Rancho Cucamonja, California 

I believe your coverage of articles is 
well balanced. 

Midoale, Utah 
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More history. 
Westminster, California 

History and theology. 
Houston, Texas 

I would like to  see articles about 
current fulfilling of prophecy-how it 
came about. 

Banning, California 

I appreciate the content (ideas) more 
than graphics, etc. 

Los Angels ,  California 

More pages for advertisement. 
Afton, Wyoming 

I know how tough it is to get each 
issue out. I11 be thankful for whatever 
it is and always hope for better. 

Monterey, California 

Publish articles that emphasize diver- 
sity of opinion among LDS on non- 
essential subjects. Find reviewers that 
will sign their names-then have them 
really review Mormon books. We now 
publish more-lower quality-than the 
~ehovah Witnesses! Call garbage what 
it is and embarrass authors if they 
don't repent or quit writing. 

Ithaca, New York 

I would like to see analytical articles on 
gospel doctrine. 

Rockford, Illinois 

More theology and church history. 
You're doing great. 

Fullerton, California 

Sunstone much $$ for too few 
pages. 

San Mateo, California 

More current events in the church and 
analysis. 

Fairfar, Virginia 

How church policy evolves-adapta- 
tions to fit "world church  concept. 
Effect of stereotypes on women in the 
church. Equal rights for sisters. 

El Paso, Texas 

Greater in depth analysis of doctrine, 
views, and social positions. 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

More of the type of material not 
generally available-more from the 
General Authorities. You've got a great 
publication. I'm finished before I'm 
satisfied. 

Cupertino, California 

How about an "amateur's corner" or 
something like that to give those of us 
who like to write an opportunity to 
begin. 

Chicago, Illinois 

Biography of past and present promi- 
nent church members. Would welcome 
a monthly publication. 

W .  Des Moines, Iowa 



"It is fitting that a book o n  the subject NEW DESERET of women be published at this time. There 
has never been a time in the world when 
the role of woman has been more con- 
fused. There has never been a time in the 
Church when women are able to d o  more 
to  show what their true role in the world 
can and ought t o  be." So  writes President 
Spencer W. Kimball in his introduction to 
this excellent publication, Woman. 

Here are words of counsel and insight 
from fifteen General Authorities of The  
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, covering a variety of  subjects of 
particular interest and concern to the Lat- 
ter-day Saint woman in this ever-changing 
and often confusing era. Woman's various 
roles as friend, companion, teacher, neigh- 
bor, and mother are discussed, demonstrat- 
ing the scope of her influence in society 
and in the home. The  book shows the 
heights t o  which today's woman can aspire, 
with the help of her Heavenly Father. 

Among the words of wisdom found in 
this work are the following: 

"Mothers have a sacred role. They are 
partners with God,  as well as with their 
own husbands, first in giving birth to the 
Lord':; spirit children, and then in rearing 
those children so they will serve the Lord 
and keep his commandments." (President 
Spencer W. Kimball.) 

"For a single woman making a life of 
learning and giving and loving, faith is not 
a definition but a condition of confidence 
in God,  held in the mind and heart." 
(Elder Marion D. Hanks.) 

"A man can have n o  greater incentive, 
n o  greater hope, no  greater strength than 
to  know his mother, his sweetheart, or  his 
wife has confidence in him and loves him." 
(President N. Eldon Tanner.) 

Whether  you are a woman, or  are in 
love with one, you'll enjoy this book! 

DESERET BOOK 
44 EAST SOUTH TEMPLE Deseret Book Deseret Book Dereret Book 
P.O. BOX 659 

Deseret Book Deserel Book Deserel Book Deseret Book 
Norlhrldge Fashion Center Town 8 Counlry Cottonwood Mall Fashlon Place Mall Unnverstly Mall Valley Fair Mall 

SALT LAKE CITY. UT 9301 Tampa Ave Cache Valley Mall 
84110 

777 South =4  4835 Highland Drtve 6200 Soulh Slale S p c e  =E-87 3601 South 2700 We91 1300 Nonh Matn 
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more scholarly, more analytical, and 
more willing to explore the crucial 
aspects of Mormonism. 

Salt Lake City 

Articles on the mysteries. Use mailing 
envelopes to protect magazine. 

Brooklyn, New York 

Articles on contemporary Mormon 
Experience. 

Pinole, California 

Sunstone is my main contact with Mormon 
intellectuals-anything relating their 
peculiar mentality is of interest to me 
(whether I like it or not!). I would like to 
see more cartoons. 

Porteroille, California 

I would like to see Neal Maxwell-type 
inspirational essays-recognize theolo- 
gical authorities who can write well- 
G. Homer Durham, etc. 

Arden, North Carolina 

I am always interested in international 
Mormonism-I am not American and I 
am always aware that there are too 
many people who believe that they are 
"more righteous" because of Utah 
connections-those who still believe 
that even converted American is "more 
Mormon" than converted non-Ameri- 
can-could you help in this, I don't 
know but I'm always hopeful. 

Haward, Massachusetts 

Excerpts of hitherto unpublished and 
significant Mormon diaries from both 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 
More articles dealing with LDS world 
impact. The graphics, thank heaven, 
have improved markedly from a year 
or so ago and the size is generally 
pleasing. 

Prooo, Utah 

Could you stick to the old policy of 
publishing young people's work-under 
45-50 years old. 

Prooo, Utah 

Political issues! Contents fine, graphics 
great-but more. 

Cedar City, Utah 

News items, legal decisions, etc., 
affecting the Church. 
Travel opportunities-evaluation of 
travel tours. I prefer the size of Reader's 
Digest . 

Rochester, Maine 

I do not know the problems of cost, 
but I'd like to see the size more like 
Dialogue or B Y U  Studies. 

Gardena, California 

It is a good size-attractive. 

i Amherst, Massachusetts 

More on doctrine, updating Church 
teaching in light of science. 

Chatham, New York 

I would like to see in depth theological 
discussion-also an open, honest dis- 
cussion of church policies would 
stimulate wider circulation though not 
necessarily among active members. 

Morristoron, New Jersey 

Women and theology. 
New York, New York 

I have enjoyed the art work, historical 
articles. I would like to see articles on 
LDS in the professions. It would also 
be informative to have spotlight 
biographies on LDS around the world. 
It would accent the fact that the 
church has spilled over from the 
Wasatch Front. 

South Nonoalk, Connecticut 

More commentary on current church 
affairs, personality pieces, interviews 
with church figures. Don't include 
movie reviews, articles, etc. not directly 
relevant to Mormonism. Don't know 
what your problems are but it's 
important you publish regularly. . 

Salt Lake City 

More historical articles with answers and 
opinions. More doctrine with applica- 
tion-integration to contemporary liv- 
ing. 

Anaheim, California 

I would like to see a broad spectrum in 
each issue; devotion to a particular 
theme in one issue makes that issue 
meaningless if it's theme is one in which 
(the) reader may not be interested. That 
has happened to the Ensign to a large 
extent, while Sunstone remains free from 
it. Keep up the good work! 

Cedar Valley, Utah 

Biographic material on Church leaders 
(present and past). 

Phoenix, Arizona 

Increase the staff. 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

All this is very laudable, but a very large 
percentage of Sunstone subscribers here 
in the East, by a wide sampling taken, 
are quite aware that this is not the 
original Sunstone, and that it is now under 
the direct influence of the Church. This 
is so obvious that even a child can see it. 
The magazine became a stereotype and 
lost its glamour and beauty. It is a 
shame. Most if not all the members are 
truly tired of the same, the same, the 
same. . . no change, no challenge, no 
growth. It is a shame. 

Florida 

An analysis of the fulltime tithe-payer 
who makes a large financial commit- 
ment which mushrooms and gobbles 
up tithing monies. Which way back? 
How to cope with guilt and no ticket 
to the temple but still totally active and 

supportive of the ward. How to pay 
back tithes? Is this common? I 
appreciate the absence of the pat, 
perfect Mormon that is so prevalent in 
most Church periodicals. 

New Hampshire 

The problem is not that Sunstone lacks 
quality or appeal, but that we are 
deluged with published materials all 
begging to be read and little time 
available. So most of us have to make 
the decision as to what is the most 
important and eliminate the others. 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

Questionnaire Response 

The following statistical information 
about Sunstone readers is based on the 
questionnaire mailed to subscribers in 
April 1979. Over 600 questionnaires 
were returned (35 percent of those sent) 
and then analyzed by computer. 

Age (subscribers): 

under 18 
18-24 
25-34 

35-49 

50 & over 

Marital Status: 
Married 81.4% 
Single 16.2% 
Widowed or Divorced 2.4% 

Occupation: 

Education 36.9% 

Professional & managerial 51.3% 
Other 11.8% 

Income: 

less than $10,000 
$10,001-$16,000 

$16,001-$25,000 
$25,001-$40,000 
$40,001 and over 

Education: 

Some college 96.9% 

College graduate 87.4% 
Post-graduate work 72.4% 

Advanced degrees 55.0% 

Home Ownership: 
Own home 
Do not own home 
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The Book of Mankind 
Finding Aids to the Microfilmed Manuscript 
Collection of the Genealogical Society of Utah 
Roger M. Haigh, series editor 

In a history-making publishing venture, the vast genealogical archives 
of the Mormon church are  being made accessible to scholars, librarians, 
students, and other researchers throughout the world. TheFindingAids to 
the Microjlmed Manuscript Collection of the Genealogical Society of Utah will 
give access to the largest, most complete collection of filmed manuscripts 
in the world, which leading scholars have described as "an unparalleled 
resource for systematic historical investigations in such areas as 
demography, family structure and planning, marriage practices, land use 
and wealth structure and accumulation." 

T h e  primary aim of the Finding Aids is to acquaint scholars and 
researchers with the nature and location of the more than one million 
100-foot rolls of microfilm in the Society's collection. Preliminary Sunteys 
list holdings of parish and civil registers; Descriptive Inventories classify and 
record manuscripts; and Bibliographic Guides describe complete contents 
of each roll of film for state and national collections. Considering that the 
Society's declared intention is togather records on everyone who has ever lived, 
this series is vital to anyone conducting research in United States, 
European, Latin American, and Far Eastern history and sociology. 

Current Publications, all paper: 
Preliminary Survey of the Mexican Collection, 2 16 pp., $12.00 

Preliminary Survey of the German Collection, 625 pp., $15.00 

Descriptive Inventory of the English Collection, about 250 pp., $12.00 

In Preparation: 
Bibliographic Guide to a collection filmed in the Casa de  Morelos, 

formerly the library of the Archdiocese of Michoaca'n, Mexico; Descriptive 
Inventory of filmed manuscript holdings for the state of New York; 
Preliminary Survey of the holdings for France. 

Additional Scheduled Publications Through 1981: 
Preliminary Survey of Denmark; Descriptive Inventories of New England, 

Taiwan, and Guatemala; and Bibliographic Guides for Scotland and 
Hungary. The University of Utah Press 

Salt Lake City 84112 




