
It is with excitement and admittedly 
some trepidation that we inaugurate a 
new feature to Sunstone-our "Sunday 
School Supplement," a project which 
increasingly reveals itself as both 
ambitious and somewhat audacious. 
The idea a t  first seemed obvious. How 
many times on a Saturday afternoon 
did the work of Sunstone have to be 
dropped so a number on the staff could 
rush home to cram for Sunday 
morning's rapidly approaching hour of 
reckoning? How to bring new informa- 
tion or a different slant to topics 
repeated how many times before? A 
familiar problem? One such afternoon 
it dawned on us that there must be 

I many of our subscribers and friends 
sharing the same frantic rush and 
frustration. And so Sunstone to the 
rescue. We could include bibliography, 
reprints, questions. . . . 
We discover that it may not be that 
easy. In spite of the flurry of research 
and publishing the past ten years, the 
writing of Mormon history is still in its 
infancy and there are many gaps. In 
spite of fine attempts at indexes and 
bibliographies, it is still difficult to 
bring a sprawling and uneven body of 
literature together. So increasingly we 
see Sunstone offering not a definitive 
"supplement" but rather providing a 
forum, a clearinghouse for a group of 
people who would like to share ideas 
and help make teaching and learning in 
the church more stimulating and 
rewarding for us all. If all we offer in 
the end is a teaser to open-ended 
possibilities and a place for even a few 
to share ideas and experiences, that 
won't be such a bad accomplishment. 

After the resolve, one of the first 
problems is deciding where to begin. 
Gospel Doctrine classes all over the 
church have been studying the Doc- 
trine and Covenants for at least eight 
months now, which realistically means 
some of us are probably still dawdling 
in Palmyra and others have no doubt 
resolutely forged ahead to Nauvoo. So 
for this month we have opted to begin 
modestly, with an overview of available 
literature and some background mater- 
ial to help orient us to the setting and 
time in Missouri and Kirtland. 

General Bibliography 
We would recommend four books as 

indispensable helps for anyone inter- 
ested in a broad background in 
Mormon church history. 

James Allen and Glen Leonard, The 
Story of the Lltter-day Saints. SLC: Deseret 
Book, 1976, 722 pages. 
A survey that carries Mormon history 
from 1830 through the 1970s with an 
emphasis on institutional development. 
Written by two members of the LDS 
historical department and intended 
primarily for church members, the 
narrative attempts to balance recent 
scholarship with the traditional "faith- 
ful history." One of the most helpful 
aspects for a potential tepcher (or 
student) is the exhaustive and excellent 
bibliography (62 pages) of books and 
articles on Mormon history. Chapters 

. 2 and 3 deal with early events in Ohio 
and Missouri. 

Leonard Arrington and Davis Bitton, 
The Mormon Experience. New York: 
Knopf, 1979, 404 pages. 
Intended as a one volume introduction 
of the Mormons for a reader approach- 
ing the subject for the first time, this 
book, written by the church historian 
and assistant church historian, provides 
helpful insights for those with more 
extensive background in Mormon his- 
tory as well. The book provides a 
helpful context for the restoration and 
attempts to highlight problems and 
compdrisons which can spark produc- 
tive discussions among church mem- 
bers. Chapter 2 which discusses the 
appeals of Mormonism to nineteenth 
century contemporaries and Chapter 3 
which elucidates some of the causes for 
Mormonlnon-Mormon conflict in Mis- 
souri, then Ohio, and finally Illinois 
could be particularly helpful in under- 
standing the background for many of 
the sections of the Doctrine and 
Covenants. 

Donna Hill, ]oseph Smith: The First 
Mormon. New York: Doubleday & Co., 
1977, 527 pages. 
This narrative of the life of Joseph 
Smith, also written by a Mormon, 
necessarily chronicles in some detail 
the development of the church 
through the prophet's life time. Like 
the previous books, The First Mormon 
also provides a current bibliography 
which is very helpful. 

William Mulder and A. Russell Mor- 
tensen, Among the Mormons Lincoln, 
Nebraska: University of Nebraska 
Press, 1958, 482 pages. 
Unlike the previous books, Among the 
Mormons is not a narrative but rather a 
source book of "Historic Accounts by 
Contemporary Observers" which can 
provide useful primary material, in- 
cluding some material which dates 
from the early Ohio and Missouri 
period. 
Since this "Supplement" is primarily 
introductory, we will not attempt to 
break the material down by sections of 
the Doctrine and Covenants. We include 
a bibliography of the Missouri period as 
well as a bibliography listed under 
general topics. Some of the material 
listed under general topics may deal with 
Kirtland. Other materials relating to the 
Kirtland history of the church will be in 
the "Sunday School Supplement" for 
Volume 4, Number 3. 

Early Missouri Period (1830-1833) 
Warren Jennings, "The City in the 
Garden: Social Conflict in Jackson 
County, Missouri" in F. Mark McKier- 
nan, Alma R. Blair, and Paul M. 
Edwards, eds., The Restoration Movement: 
Essays in Mormon History (Lawrence, 
Kan., 1973). 

Warren A. Jennings, "Zion if Fled: The 
expulsion of the Saints from Jackson 
County, Missouri," (Ph.D. diss., Univ. 
of Florida, 1962). 

Richard L. Anderson, "Jackson County 
in Early Mormon Description," Missouri 
Historical Review 65 (April 1971): 270-293. 

Richard L. Bushman, "Mormon Perse- 
cutions in Missouri, 1833," BYU Studies 
3 (Autumn 1960): 11-20. 

R. J. Robertson, Jr., "The Mormon 
Experience in Missouri, 1830-1839," 
Missouri Historical Review 68 (April and 
July 1974): 380-98 and 393-415. 
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Max H. Parkin, "A History of the 
Latter-day Saints in Clay County, 
Missouri, 1933-1838" (Ph.D. diss., 
BYU, 1976). 

Leland H. Gentry, "A History of the 
Latter-day Saints in Northern Missouri 
1836 to 1839" (Ph.D. diss. BYU, 1965). 

Dean Hughes, Under the Same Stars (Salt 
Lake City: Deseret Book, 1979). A new 
novel aimed primarily at the adolescent 
reader, Under the Same Stars, brings to life 
the expulsion of the Saints from Jackson 
County for adults as well. Based on 
careful research into the period, the 
feelings of the old Missouri settlers and 
the Mormon newcomers are portrayed 
concretely through the eyes of a young 
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in conjunction with many different 
lessons. 

The land which the Saints encountered 
in Missouri (and on the trek in 
between) was not the landscape 
familiar to most early church members 
who were from New England stock 
forced or lured west by a gentler 
climate and the prospect of a better 
chance a t  life. Most were also unfamil- 
iar with Southerners. W. W. Phelps 
wrote the following in a letter dated 
July 23, 1831: 

The state of Missouri is sui generis- 
containing two-thirds rolling ~ r a i r -  
ies, and the rest patches of timber. 
The upland: oak, hickory, walnut, 
etc.-and the bottoms: bas wood, 
cotton wood, locust, coffee, bean, 
etc., etc. The soil, especially in the 
western portion of the state, and 
generally upon the prairies, is a rich 
black mould, bedded on clay, from 3 
to 8 feet deep. The prairies are 
beautiful beyond description, yield- 
ing prairie grass, wild sunflowers, 
small flowers in great variety and 
color, and continually presenting or 
"keeping up appearances" of a 
highly cultivated country without 
inhabitants. Meadow peeps o'er 
meadow, and prairie on prairies rise 
like the rolling waves on the ocean. 
Prairie pluvers (plovers), prairie 
hens, wild turkies, rabbits, gray 
squirrels, prairie dogs, wolves, rat- 
tlesnakes (the big breed), prairie 
rattlesnakes, copperheads, panthers, 
deer, etc., go when they have a 
mind to and come when they please. 

With the exception of some of the 
western counties, the state is under 
a remediless want of water and 
water privileges. Few mills are in 
the state, except for horse ones. At 
the capital of Montgomery county, 
there are four little log huts on the 
summit of a dry prairie; the people 
live on what little rain water-can be 

' 

saved from the eaves. Education 
sings small, and few schools are 
kept, a common occurrence in 
southern and new states. No danger 
need be feared from secret societies, or 
any other. 

It is a great grazing country on 
account of the prairies chance; 
cattle, horses, hogs (which by the 
bye are long nosed and mean), and 
sheep raise themselves almost; corn 
in good seasons, does well; wheat, 
tolerable, but nothing like York 
state. Cotton, sweet potatoes, wild 
honey, wild grapes, wild roses, 
strawberries, dew berries, black 
berries, and rasberries (sic) are 
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boy caught in the middle of the conflict. 

BYU Studies, Autumn 1972, contains a 
number of articles on Missouri including 
the following: "Church Leaders in 
Liberty Jail" Leonard J. Arrington, 
"Adam-ondi-Ahman," Robert J. 
Matthews, "The Election Day Battle at 
Gallatin," Reed C. Durham, Jr., "The 
Haun's Mill Massacre," Alma Blair. 

BYU Studies, Summer 1973, is also 
devoted to the Missouri period, 
including the following articles: 
"Alexander William Doniphan: Man of 
Justice," Gregory Maynard, "The Saints 
and St. Louis, 1831-1857," Stanley B. 
Kimball, "Missouri Persecutions: 
Petitions for Redress," Paul C. Richards, 
"Eliza R. Snow Letter from Missouri", 
"Adam-ondi-Ahman: A Brief Historical 
Survey," Leland H. Gentry. 

BYU Studies, Summer 1974, contains 
articles on the late Missouri period, 
including: "The Political and Social 
Realities of Zion's Camp," Peter 
Crawley and Richard L. Anderson, "The 
Danite Band of 1838," Leland H. Gentry, 
"New Data for Revising the Missouri 
'Documentary History,' " Richard L. 
Anderson. 

Early Communitarianism 
Leonard J. Arrington, Feramorz Y. Fox, 
and Dean L. May, Building the City of God 
(SLC: Deseret Book, 1976). 
Chapter 2 "Communitarianism under 
Joseph Smith: The Law of Consecra- 
tion and Stewardship." 

Leonard J. Arrington, Great Basin 
Kingdom (Lincoln, Neb.: University of 
Nebraska Press, 1958). 
Chapter 1 "Early Economic Experiences 
of the Latter-day Saints." 

Mario S. Depillis, "The Development of 
Mormon Communitarianism, 1826- 
1846" (Ph.D. diss., Yale University, 
1960). 

Priesthood 
D. Michael Quinn, "The Evolution of 
the Presiding Quorums of the LDS 
Church," Journal of Mormon History 1 
(1974): 21-38. 

D. Michael Quinn, "Echoes and Fore- 
shadowings: The Distinctiveness of the 
Mormon Community," Sunstone 3 
Mar.-Apr. 1978): 12-17. 

C. Kent Dunford, "The Historical 
Development of Priesthood Organiza- 
tion and Government in the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints from 
1830-1844" (M.A. thesis, BYU, 1967). 

Bible Translation 
Robert J. Matthews, "The 'New Transla- 
tion' of the Bible 1830-1833: Doctrinal 
Development During the Kirtland Era," 
BYU Studies 11 (Summer 1971): 400-423. 

Robert J. Matthews, Joseph Smith's 
Translation of the Bible: A History and a 
Commenfa'Y (Prove: BYU Press, 1975). 

Gordon Irving, "The Mormons and the 
Bible in the 1830s," B Y U  Studies 13 
(Summer 1973): 473-88. 

Misc. 
Edward Allen Warner, "Mormon Theo- 
democracy: Theocratic and Democratic 
Elements in Early Latterday Saint 
Ideology, 1827-1846" (Ph.D. diss., Univ. 
of Iowa, 1973). 

Louis G. Reinwand, "An Interpretative 
Study of Mormon during 
the ~ i ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ t h  century with ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ i ~  
on Millennia1 Developments in Utah" 
(M.A. thesis, BYU, 1971). Chapter 3 
briefly summarizes 1830-1844. 

Edward T. Jones, "The Theology of 
Thomas Dick and Its Possible Relation- 
ship to that of Joseph Smith" (M.A. 
thesis, BYU, 1969). 

Dean Jesse, "Steadfastness and Patient 
Endurance: The Legacy of Edward 
Partridge," Ensign, June 1979. 

Lawrence G. Coates, "A History of 
Indian Education by the Mormons, 
1830-1900'' (E7d.D. diss., Ball State 

1969)- 

Richard L. Anderson, "Joseph Smith 
and the Millenarian Time Table," B Y U  
Studies 3 (Spring and Summer 1961): 
55-66. 

We realize that an extensive bibliog- 
raphy may not be helpful to everyone. 
Time is always a problem and many 
will not necessarily have access to the 
materials listed. Therefore we would 
like to share excerpts which may 
provide Or perhaps 
interchange. We would also like to 
include thought-provoking discussion 
questions. As readers, please let us 
know just what would be the most 
helpful to you. And please, share with 
us your successes or frustrations. 

Environment 
A discussion about the physical and 
intellectual environment which neces- 
sarily influenced events of church 
history and thus contents of the 
Doctrine and Covenants might be fruitful 



common. The milk on the bottoms 
is sometimes found to be poison, in 
which case those using it and the 
cows die. The consequent diseases 
are the cold plague in the spring, 
and the ague and fever in the fall. 
The cash trade is carried on with 
Santa Fe, a Spanish port on the 
Pacific, in 36 degrees north latitude, 
and about 900 miles distant, across 
the prairie, where there is not a 
tree. The fur trade is to the Rocky 
and Shining Mountains, 800 miles 
distant, where is said to exist a kind 
of frog, with hard sharp scales, 
which he hoists and lowers at 
pleasure, and when swallowed by a 
snake cuts out in great agony. The 
weather is warmer than in York 
state and when it grows cold at 
night with the wind from an 
easterly direction, depend upon a 
deluging rain before morning, and 
then it clears off hot enough to 
roast eggs. The inhabitants are 
emigrants from Tennessee, Ken- 
tucky, Virginia, and the Carolinas, 
etc., with customs, manners, modes 
of living and a climate entirely 
different from the northerners, and 
they hate yankees worse than 
snakes, because they have cheated 
them or speculated on their credu- 
lity, with so many Connecticut 
wooden clocks, and New England 
notions. The people are proverbially 
idle or lazy, and mostly ignorant; 
reckoning nobody equal to them- 
selves in many respects, and as it is 
a slave holding state, Japheth will 
make Canaan serve him, while he 
dwells in the tents of Shem (pp. 
275-276 of Richard Lloyd Anderson, 
"Jackson County in Early Mormon 
Descriptions," see early Ohio bibli- 
ography). 

The spectacle of the flowering prairie 
must have inspired one of Phelp's 
hymns, first published in Jackson 
County, which begins with the phrase 
"earth with her ten thousand flowers." 

Teaching the Children 
The admonition in D & C 68:25 (given 
in November, 1831) that parents in 
Zion are responsible to teach their 
children the gospel or "the sin be upon 
the heads of the parents" seems as 
timely as today. A circular letter by 
Bishop Edward Partridge to the Saints 
in Clay County in 1834 demonstrates 
that parents and children have not 
changed: 

error in the other, with regard to 
his or her government, be carefull 
not to tell your partner of it before 
the children; but rather when you 
are alone by yourselves, point out 
the fault of your partner in the 
spirit of meekness. I consider that 
for either party to interfere with 
the other, and to take the child's 
part, at the time of its being 
corrected, is one of the surest 
means that could be taken, to make 
the child headstrong and ingovern- 
able. 

It is wrong to whip a child, when it 
accidently lets a plate or tumbler fall 
and it breaks it; a word of 
admonition, instructing them to be 
more careful for the future is 
sufficient. But when a child gets 
into a passion, and throws a plate or 
tumbler upon the floor, whether it 
breaks it or not, it is certainly an 
error to let that child go unpun- 
ished. It is also an error, to suffer 
ourselves to be in a passion when 
we punish a child. 

I have known instances, of a child, 
while in a passion, throwing a 
teacup or saucer upon the floor and 
break it; the mother would, in haste 
strike the child, perhaps, two or 
three times; the child would bawl 
out as though it was half killed; the 
mother would bear with its crying 
for a long time; perhaps she would 

threaten to whip it if it did not stop, 
the child would still continue to cry, 
because it was in a passion; the 
mother would at last become tired 
of the noise, and instead of 
punishing the child in a proper 
manner for the fault, she would 
give it a piece of sugar, to stop it 
from crying; this is a very great 
error. 

Parents run into another great 
error, by promising their children 
this, that, or the other thing, and 
then not performing those prom- 
ises. It is a common thing for 
Parents to speak to their children, 
and to tell them to do thus and so; 
the child frequently pays but little 
attention to what is told it by its 
parents; the parent speaks again, 
saying, you must do what you was 
bidden to do, or I will whip you; the 
parent perhaps threatens the child 
in this way, a number of times; the 
child does not heed the command 
but goes and does the very reverse 
from what it was bidden to do; the 
parent neglects to fulfil its promise 
to the child; the child soon learns 
that its parents word is not to be 
depended upon, therefore, he heeds 
it not. No doubt many do not 
consider that such treatment is 
actually lying to their children; but 
in reality it is, and is a practice, that 
ought to be done away with. 

Peculiar People 
by Calvin Grondahl 
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It is not wisdom for either husband 
or wife, to interfere with the other, 
at the time he or she is correcting a 
child, but if either party discover an 
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SKILLS 

INSPIRATION INSTRUCTION 
Beautiful BYU Campus Former Roving Editor ~eader's 
Mingle with Fellow Writers Digest 
Sharing Ideas Markets €d itor-writer's Digest 
Recognition of Literary Accomplished Poets, Writers, and 
Achievements Teachers 

* Stimulating Workshops Sessions 
"Writing magazine articles, teaching children to write, writing personal histo- 
ries, writing science fiction, writing poetry, writing fiction, writing for the re- 
ligious market, writing for the trade magazines, writing for the outdoor mar- 
ket. obtaining photos for articles. 

PAUL FRIGGENS DOUG SANDHAGE A. WILBER STEVENS 
Former Roving Markets Editor Poet and Professor of 
Editor, ~eader 's writer's Digest Humanities, University 
Digest of Nevada a t  Las Vegas 




