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Zion Town 
Thurber and Gay Taylor 
er and Taylor, 1977 
ges, introduction; $5.00 

Zion Town,  like The Secret 
of Santa Vittoria by Robert 
Crichton, is identified in 
the book's introduction 
as a foundling. Both 
were left (literally or by 
post) on the authors' 
doorsteps with notes 
pleading for literary help 

F. The Secret of Santa Vittoria, 
er, immediately blossoms into 
n effortless, complex, and 

accomplished novel that we wonder if 
it was ever a foundling at all. Zion Town 
has not that problem with authenticity; 
it remains a foundling throughout; 
awkward, eager, reticent about per- 
sonal matters, technically unpolished 
yet appealing. The manuscript was 
adapted by Gay Taylor, described by 
her husband Samuel Taylor (Nightfall at 
Nauvoo, Family Kingdom, et. al.) as "the 
one with talent" in the family. She 
revised the manuscript, "fitting events 
into their historical context," (no small 
matter in a manuscript of family 
history and anecdotes). 

The book begins: 

A man could be lucky in his choice 
of wives. It was a chance to take. 

"Nephi Horn was one who coneid- 
ered himself half lucky." 

Obviously, the book concerns polyg- 
amy, but it is primarily the story of 
Lottie, Nephi's first wife. In the 
beginning of the book Lottie is a 
young, homely girl who meets and 
marries big, handsome Nephi Horn, 
blossoms, settles, chooses his second 
wife, Rebecca (who does not blossom), 
bears children, and becomes a capable, 
loving, hearty, sometimes meddlesome 
woman. The book spans the score of 
years from 1870 to 1890, encom- 
passing the prime of polygamy, the 
federal persecutions, and the Mani- 
festo-all favorite topics and setting,. 
it seems, for "Mormon novels." 

In Taylor's introduction he states, 
"The story was unquestionably true 
(although names had been changed), 
based primarily on the experience of 

her (Thurber's) own family. The book 
had to be true, for no imagination could 
conjure up some of the things the 
author related." 

We are inclined to agree when within 
twelve pages early in the book Lottie's 
first two babies die in her arms of 
diptheria, Lottie suffers temporary 
paralysis brought on by grief and shock 
(and aggravated by the confirmed 
suspicion that Nephi and her beautiful, 
delicate sister Lorna are in love), 
recovers to nurse Lorna who is 
exhausted by grief and caring for 
Lottie, loses Lorna to death, and 
immediately thereafter learns of the 
death of Nephi's grandmother. 

As Lottie's father drives away from the 
family home with his second wife, 
"unmindful of the crushed mother 
heart of his first wife" who has just 
buried a daughter and two grand- 
children, Lottie's mother Mary "found 
words that were to  comfort her 
daughter all the rest of her life: 'A man 
looks to his own needs, but a woman 
looks to the Lord for her contentment.' ' 

Considerably nettled by those words of 
"comfort," which seem to be an 
underlying theme, we stare a t  the page 
and wonder about that maxim. Is it 
true for polygamous marriage? For 
marriage in general? Can the reverse 
,be applied to some marriages in which 
the wife looks to her own needs and 
the man to the Lord for comfort? Is it 
a false premise (except in Mary's case- 
and maybe Lottie's), consistent with 
the bad press men receive at the 
expense of heroic women in novels 
about polygamy (Taylor's Family King- 
dom, Paul Bailey's For Time and A l l  
Eternity, Maurine Whipple's The  Giant 
Joshua, and Ardyth Kennelly's The  
Peaceable Kingdom to name the first few 
that come to mind)? True, the 
patriarchs sometimes roll their eyes 
heavenward and shake their bearded 
heads in exasperation with the prob- 
lems of keeping wives content, but the 
authors1-and thus the readers'- 
sympathies fall with the women. 

Taylor's introduction continues, "More 
than that, it was REAL; it lived and 
breathed. People make a book, and 
Mrs. Thurber had a gift for character- 

ization; her people "leaped off the 
page" in full dimension." We agree 
again, but more cautiously. 

The main characters in the book are 
easily visualized, and several are 
memorable. Their personalities, how- 
ever, are generally simple and consis- 
tent enough to be almost types, and it 
is difficult to tell how many of the 
details the reader fills in frbm 
experience with similar folk. Even 
Lottie, by far the most fully developed 

I character, is sometimes accessible only 
at surface level, particularly early in 
the book. The morning that Lottie and ' her mother are to leave with Nephi for 
the endowment house in Salt Lake 
City, her mother decides to tell her "A 
few things you've got to know." 

Lottie wondered what her mother 
would tell her. She thought she 
knew enough. She always kept her 
legs covered and the shape of her 
breasts concealed. Was her mother 
going to tell her that such secrets 
would have to be revealed to a 
husband? Was there something to 
be dreaded when she found herself 
in Nephi's arms? She began to be a 
little afraid. 

No worry, the reader finds, dashing 
along to the next paragraph. Mary 
merely tells her daughter she must be 
escorted when traveling with Nephi to 
keep people from thinking "evil things" 
about them. Lottie and Nephi's 
thoughts when they are sealed and 
endowed are left to the reader's 
speculation. Despite Lottie's curiosity, 
which invited the readers', nothing is 
told of her initiation into womanhood 
and married life while little more than 
a child until the end of the next 
chapter, at which point she is advised 
to combat morning sickness with hops. 
Lottie-or the author, we aren't sure 
which-concludes, "What strange 
things happen when a girl becomes a 
married woman!" 

After Nephi and Lottie are settled, the 
prose relaxes as if the author were on 
more familiar ground. Zion Town is a 
saga traversing not only the physical 
and social stresses of frontier life, the 
United Order, polygamy, and persecu- 
tion, but also the interface of emotions 
within a double family. It is not 
difficult to be caught up by the story. 

Zion Town, however, is reminiscent of 
nineteenth century novels in that the 
author is forever present in the story. 
Narration tells the reader whatever he 
needs to know rather than letting him 
witness or experience it with the 
characters. The explanatory and des- 
criptive passages are often stilted, 
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Taylor's introduction applauds the 
current revival in Mormon arts and 
literature, and states, "In my opinion, 
this book is one that should have been 
written, and should be read"-an 
interesting choice of verbs. With that 
statement in mind, our expectations 
are better met if we take our cue from 
the second introduction of the book at 
the end of the first chapte,;: 

awkward, moralistic, or tedious: 

Lottie had been a year in her new 
home on the hillside when she 
found herself pregnant again. With 
two babies to care for-little Ruby 
was two and Zella one-it was not 
easy to carry the third child. But 
Lottie accepted her lot uncomplain- 
ingly, even happily most of the time 
when the babies were especially 
endearing. . . .  

In contrast, the dialogue is often fresh 
tnd genuine! 

AU these things Lottie and Nephi 
tried to answer during the long 
winter evenings in their quiet old 
age. 

"Mabel," Lottie exclaimed, "what 
brings you out this chilly morning?" 
"Well, Lottie, I wanted to see how 

. . .  Willard was," she said. 
"Hell be all right," said Lottie. 
"Pain's all gone now." 
"Well, besides I want to dicker with 
you about a cow. Yours is dry, ain't 
she?" 
"Yes." 
"Well, I've got one that freshened 
this morning and she's as mean as a 
strychine (sic) and I can't milk 
her. . .  ." 

Their story might read much like 
the following. 

If we open Zion Town as an old, vividly 
recorded journal and read it uncritically 
as the retold story it is, we find people 
who are as comfortable and heart 
warming as relatives in a setting of 
inherent stress and drama. 
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... can be found in the new U. of U. Day School and DCE summer 
class schedule. W You can find information on hundreds of inter- 
esting and stimulating summer classes for traditional (day school) 
students and non-traditional (continuing education) students, as 
well as listings of special summer workshops and Summerarts '79. 

Call 581-3053 and ask us to send you your free copy of the com- 
bined summer Class Edition. Classes begin June 26th. W Uni- 
versity of Utah, Day School/Division of Continuing Education. 

Linda Sillitoe 

, 

LINDA SILLITOE is a poet and writer living in 
Salt Lake City. She is on the staff of Erpontnt 11. 

Holy Smoke: A Dissertation 
on the Utah War 
Paul Bailey 
Westernlore Books, 1978 
151 pages, $8.95 

The writing of Utah 
History seems to be 
sufferinn from an 
incurabc (if not fatal) I 

and exceedingly literary work of 
Norman Furniss' The Mormon Co?lflict, 
Paul Bailey recreated the boredom of 
traditional histories that have long 
outlived their value as history or 
literature. Less ambitious than its title 
suggests, Holy Smoke is a study that has 
scrupulously avoided most primary 
materials related to the Utah War, 
relied on outdated secondary 
references, and has rescued from well- 
deserved oblivion unproven and 
unsupportable tales. The reader quickly 
tires, for example, of the extended 
quotations drawn from B. H. Roberts' 
Comprehensive History, though Bailey is 
judicious in cutting and condensing 
other writers of lesser importance. Had 
Bailey casually read either Roy F. 
Nichols' The Disruption of American 
Democracy or Raymond and Mary 
Settle's W a r  Drums and Wagon Wheels, 
he would have abandoned his 
sophomoric view of the Contractor's 
war and other outdated explanations 
for the Utah conflict. 



The writer's problems do not end here, during 1850-57, an important element layman. Unfortunately, his work 
for had he bothered to search the to the understanding of the war, nor provides pitfalls for the unwary. 
military documents relating to the does it give any new or satisfying idea 
period, Bailey would have clearly of the leading characters in this Donald R. M o o m a n  

focused on Johnston's reasoning for scenerio. Questions about Brigham DR. DONALD MOORMAN is Professor of 
not settling in Salt Lake City, a Young still remain without answers. History at Weber State College. He has recently 

decision that did not take into account Did he possess real ability as a military a book with Camp 

Brigham Young's threat to burn the organizer and considerable skill as a 
prosperous settlement. Carelessly diplomat? Did he make long range Utah's History 
handling historical events, Bailey contingency plans and wait patiently Richard D. Poll, Thomas G. Alexander, 
expounded upon "the fact that Kane for them to come to fruition? Eugene E. Campbell, David E. Miller; 
was not immediately escorted to the From a conceptual standpoint, there editors 
army commander, rather than to a seems little here that is useful in an Brigham Young University Press, 1978 
civilian dignitary sharing camp, would analysis of the basic causes of the 680 pages, index; $9.95 
indicate that Kane was purposely Mormon War or those conditions ignoring General Johnston, and his Having grown up in 

military, or that Johnston was stressing the problems of pre-Civil War Utah, I was administered 

deliberately rejecting anything or American society that might have a dose of the state's 

anybody coming out of that nest of shaped and molded the forces leading history in the fourth and 
to the conflict. However, the book's treason beyond the mountains." Yet most serious deficiency is Bailey's lack the diaries of Fitz-John Porter and John of both the and enthusiasm to W. Phelps, both witnesses to Kane's cases we had a textbook, 
execute a quality publication. The text, appearance at the army's winter but they were geared to 
less than one hundred and thirty pages youthful readers and quarters KaneS presence at of narration, is plagued by unattractive hardly memorable. Since then an interes! General Johnston's tent within minutes printing, dissertation-like binding, and in Mormon history and in social history of the Mormon ambassador's arrival. the use of heavy paper that gives the The incident was marred by Kane's has led me to read many books and 

enthusiastic horse which almost ran impression of a book of substantial articles dealing with past events in the 
length. Nevertheless, Bailey writes state, and a subscription to the Utah the commander's tent, much clearly and well, presents smooth to the general's chagrin. Historical Quarterly has forced me to read 
transitions between episodes, and scores of highly specialized articles 

The book steers away from probing makes effective use of dramatic dealing with many aspects of Utah 
the broad vistas of Mormon society sentences that will appeal to the history. But I have never read a general 
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may frighten some readers away, while 
still others may buy it to impress their 
appearance friends by having of it on the shelves-the 

hoops spine is 
striking-or just to have it on hand as a 
reference tool. The index, tables, and 
maps do make it a significant reference 
work, but a case can also be made for 
actually reading it too. 

I suspect that my experience with the 
standard historical resources is probably 
typical. As a result, it was really a joy to 
sit down with a book which covers the 
history of the state in a comprehensive 
form aimed at  mature readers. To begin 
with, the book is readable. It synthesizes 
the most recent scholarship of a host of 
historians, graduate students, and 
amateurs, but it is also full of new and 
intriguing information. I confess to 
being fascinated and delighted by 
chapters on the physical nature of the 
state and how geography and climate 
have affected the state's history, and 
especially its economy; the settlement of 
the Colorado plateau; what the Depres- 
sion of the 1930s meant in Utah; the 
history of Utah cities, and so on. 
Reading this book brought me a greater 
understanding of what Utah is and why 
it is that way, and a keener awareness of 
the geographic, economic, and political 

survey of Utah's history addressed to 
adults until this book came along. 
The preface reveals that Professors 
Alexander, Campbell, and Miller decided 
in the early 1970s that a one-volume 
survey of Utah history suitable for use 
as a college text, and based on recent 
scholarship, was needed. Having had 
some experience in research myself, I 
can a~~reciatetheeditors'decision that 
no one author could produce a 
satisfactory synthesis of the state's past, 
but that the best course was to invite a 
number of historians to write chapters 
in their area of specialization. Richard 
Poll agreed to serve as general editor, 
and the other three historians divided 
among themselves the selection of topics 
and authors, and handled the prelimi- 
nary editorial work for their respective 
sections. The editors report that their 
work was essentially an evening up of 
form and that the interpretation of the 
twenty-eight authors survived the 
editing. 
The first section, edited by the late 
David E. Miller, is entitled "Utah Before 
the Mormons" and consists of five 
:hapters dealing with the physical 
makeup of the state, the life and culture 
of the original Indian inhabitants of the 
area, and the Spanish and mountain 

men who visited Utah prior to the 
Mormon arrival in 1847. 

The history of the MorITmn church to 
1844, settlement of the state, and the 
social, economic and political struggles 
between M~~~~~~ and ~ ~ ~ ~ i l ~ ~  are 
chronicled in the second section. This 
section, entitled "From Colonization to 
Statehood,"is edited by Eugene E. 
Campbell. Also dealt with in this section 
are religious development, the activity of 
nineteenth century utah and 
the white dealing with the 
~ ~ d i ~ ~ ~ .  

The final section, "Twentieth Century 
Utah," is edited by Thomas G. 
*Iexander. half the fifteen 

are devoted to economic and 
political the re- 
maining chapters deal with such varied 
topics as minorities, urban history, 

the and re- 
sources. A final chapter, "An American 
Commonwealth," treats the ways in 
which the history of the state both 
parallels and diverges from that of her 
Sister states and from the nation as a 
whole. 

The length of Utah's History and the fact 
that it is deliberately designed to be that 
most despised of all books, a textbook, 

Hawkes Publishing, Inc. 
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?esent, and future. 
wnlle I learned much from this book, 
many times I found myself wanting to 
know more about the subject matter of a 
given chapter. Though Utah's History is a 
long book, the chapters are short, and 
theYbibliographies ;uggesting places 
where the interested reader could find ~ ~ - -  - 

additional information were appreciated. 
The editors recognize that Utah's History 
is marred by "gaps and disproportions" 
but explain them as the result of 
spadework not having been done in 
several areas and topics of the state's 
history, particularly in terms of the 
twentieth century. Some of the chap- 
ters, especially those dealing with the 
arts and culture, tend to degenerate into 
lists of names and works, unfortunately 
a characteristic of many cultural 
histories of all times and places. 
There are other minor deficiencies 
which detract from the overall value of 
the book. The maps, for example, 
comprise a mini-historical atlas of Utah, 
but it was irritating while reading the 
text to continually be referred to maps 
grouped at the back of the book. And the 
photographs, while generally interest- 
ing, do not make the contribution they 
might have done because they are often 
not meaningfully tied to the text they 
accompany. 
On the positive side of the ledger, the 
editors note that they were concerned 
that the book not be just another 
volume of Mormon history, but instead 
be the story of the state and all the 
groups which have been part of its 
history. Because Utah since 1847 has 
been so heavily dominated by the 
Mormons this is a difficult task, but one 
which the various authors seem to have 
generally kept in mind and handled 
successfully. While there are a few 
intrusions of Mormon jargon here and 
there, hopefully non-Mormon readers 
have learned by now the meaning of 
terms such as "gentile," "stakes of Zion," 
and "disfellowshipping." 
Utah's History might be criticized on the 
grounds listed and possibly others, but 
on balance it is a tremendously fine book, 
one that can be enjoyed by the general 
reader-whether native Utahn, new 
resident, or interested visitor-as well as 
profitably used in Utah history courses 
at any institution of higher learning in 
the state. Brigham Young University 
Press is to be commended for so 
carefully and professionally bringing 
forth this book. 

Gordon lwing 
GORDON IRVING is a historian living in 
Bountiful, Utah, and has published articles dealing 
with Mormon history in several journals. 

1979 Mormon History Calendar 

This year give a bit of the past.. .your 
past, to yourself or a friend for only $2 
The perfect gift, the 1979 Mormon 
History Calendar is both personal and 
professional, artistic and informative. 
The calendar is composed of 13 unusual 
and little known photos from our 
common history, brief historical explana- 
tions of the photo and its period, all 
set in an excellent design (Sunstone's 
1978 calendar won national and state 
design awards). This year's photos 
include: Rules of the United Order. 

Order now. There is nothing else like it. I 

Prisoners of Conscience, incarcerated 
Mormon polygamists, a 1922 Swimming 
Party at Saltair, among them James E. 
Talmage, Joseph Fielding Smith, George 
Albert Smith, and J. Golden Kimball, 

-> 

Sunstone 
Box 2272 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84110 

Samuel and Amanda Chambers, early 
Black converts, an inside shot of the 
Salt Lake Theatre, Emma Lucy Gates 
Bowen, one of Utah's first opera singers, 
and Maude May Babcock, the actress 
after whom the Babcock Theatre at the 
University of Utah is named. 
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Please send 1979 Mormon History Calendar@) to: 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Enclosed is $2 + $25  postage for each calendar 

Moving? 

Be sure to let us know as soon as 
possible. Sunstones are not forwarded 
because they are mailed bulk rate. 
We cannot afford to mail two copies 
to subscribers who fail to notify us at 
least one month in advance. 

Name 

My old zip code is 

My new address will be 
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Announcing 
a new 
Sunstone 
publication 
In 93 marvelous cartoons, Calvin Grondahl, 
political cartoonist for the Deseret News, artis- 
tically and humorously depicts the ~ b r m o n  
lifestyle. At $2.95, it's a great gift for mission- 
aries, bishops, Relief Society presidents-in 
short, anyone who is immersed in LDS living 
and likes to laugh will love it. Easy to order. 
Easy to mail. 

Please send - copy(s) of Freeway 
to Perfection to: 

Name 
Address 

City State - Zip 
Enclosed is $2.95 + $.25 postage 
for each copy. 

" SlNo A HYMF),€ m... SI*A HYMN !' 

" I ' M  CNE OF THE THEE NEPHITES! AND 1 NEED YOUR CAR!" 

Sunstone, Box 2272, Salt Lake City, Utah 84110 




