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Mormon Women and Depression
After having viewed the Mormon
Women and Depression film and
discussed it with the Exponent Ladies, I
am more distressed than ever about the
Mormon Media Image. Although I’ve
heard that the radio and TV blurbs are
suburb, the film came directly during
the aftershock of the latest Reader’s
Digest insert. If anything would tend to
create or maintain the never-a-ruffled-
feather image, these certainly would ~
and undoubtedly do. How very unfair
to ourselves, let alone to the unsuspect-
ing non-member who, should he/she
join, risks disillusionment. The problem
becomes acute when we find ourselves
unable to handle life’s occasional
wrench-in-the-works--those moments
that I think must be felt universally,
when the Bishop’s counsel, and more
fundamentally, personal prayer seem
insufficient and futile. One need not
experience true Depression as des-
cribed in the film to know the feeling of
abandonment. And perhaps more
serious is what we do to each other.
One of the most revealing topics in our

discussion was the fact that we
Mormon sisters often aggravate the
problem through our unacceptance of
diversity and inability to discuss openly
the pain and struggle in life which pave
the path to perfection. A recent letter
to Exponent II was signed, and
underneath the signature this was
written: "’(anonymous, please, if
printed, I still have to live with the
women in my ward)." I wept when I
read that, and encouraged the Board to
publish the letter as well as the above
quote.

Lori Winder
Cambridge, Massachusetts

"Sunstone" Helps Convert
Please regard this as an application for a
subscription to your excellent maga-
zine. Enclosed you will find a $12.00
money order for a one year subscrip-
tion.
Allow me also to take this opportunity
to say how much I have enjoyed your
publication. I am a new convert to The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints and I would be remiss in not
giving a word of thanks to your
publication which assisted me greatly in
answering many questions during my
period of instruction.

Ironically, the first "Sunstone" publica-
tion I laid my hands on was already a
year old. It was the September-October
1978 issue and I was particularly
impressed with the article on Elders
entitled "Truth and Consequences, The
Identity Crisis in LDS Missionary
Fiction" by Lavina Fielding Anderson.
Although not an Elder, I felt I could
readily identify with the plight of Elder
Thayer. The article recounts how Elder
Thayer experiences a crisis of faith
during his mission in Germany.
Thayer’s crisis leads him to reaffirm,
with greater strength, his faith in the
Church. I too, experienced a crisis of
faith, but my crisis led me from my
previous faith to The Church of Latter-
day Saints but as with Elder Thayer I
came out of the experience strength-
ened with the sense of renewed faith
and hope.

In the same issue an invitation was
issued for readers to participate in "The
Benjamin Address.’" Does this invita-
tion still stand one year later? I most
certainly hope so as I may one day wish
to share with you my invaluable
experiences which to me have proven
the truthfulness of the Mormon
statement that "there is precious little
time to waste in preparing for the
eternities.’"

Ronald A. Pritscll
Springfield, Pa.

Get the Real Facts
Your article in "Update" in Jan-Feb-
1979 issue on John Singer has several
errors in it. You are as bad as the rest of
the news media. No one has told the
true story of John Singer. He did not
make a living for his family. He lived

from donations on someone else’s land.

Shirley Black was legally wed to Black
and all he wanted was his children back.
(How could she be married to Singer.7
By him performing a ceremony?)

The Courts ordered Singer to return
the children to Black (their father).

Singer could teach his own children at
home forever as long as he allowed the
state to receive reports on their
schooling, which he refused to do.

Get the real facts.
Oxnard, California

"Supernatural" Revelation
Immediately after the change in
Church policy on blacks and the
priesthood various conflicting state-
ments were made and rumors circu-
lated about how this came about. The
impression given by President Kimball
was that while this was definitely
revelation the conclusion was arrived at
in a very gradual and unspectacular
way. This led many people to conclude
that there was little miraculous and a
great deal logical about the result. After
speaking privately with some Church
leaders I have learned, however, that
something "supernatural" did occur in
conjunction with the revelation. A
couple of days before the announce-
ment was made several patriarchs had
given blessings to some black male
members. The message that was given
through them was that they would

receive the priesthood. The patriarchs
were, of course, somewhat startled by
this and immediately called the First
Presidency. The patriarchs were told
that they should be quiet about this but
that the Presidency had been waiting
for "confirmation" of the rightness of
their decision by the Lord’s work
through the patriarchs. The announce-
ment was then made.

Scott S. Smith
Thousand Oaks, CA

Response to Moonists & Mormonites
Sunstone’s article, "’On Moonists and
Mormonites" served to confirm my
prejudices about the magazine and
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further reinforced my instinct that I
should not subscribe to it on grounds of
principle. No matter how well-
intentioned or devout the author may
be, the content of the article must be
taken to task. It was troublesome in at
least two ways. First, the article
presents a naive and ludicrously over-
generous picture of Moon and the
Unification Church; and second, in step
with the worldliness and pseudo-
intellectualism that afflicts much of the
Dialogue-Exponent-Sunstone crowd,
the author succumbs to the profane
impulse of subordinating the Church to
the terms of social science rather than
unapologetically treating the Church
on its own divine terms. (Granted, this
criticism applies much more to other
articles that have appeared not only in
Sunstone but in the other members of the
unholy triad).

As to the first offense, while it is true
that some of Moon’s motives and
background are open only to surmise,
the great weight of evidence reveals a
man of devious and dark character.
Though my own observation cannot be
conclusive, yet I have known scores of
moonies and moonie drop-outs, spoken
at length with a French journalist who
has investigated Moon’s personal and
business ties for two years, and this,
combined with much other evidence,
points to a man who is an unrestrained
megalomaniac, a cunning mountebank
and an unconscionable manipulator of
human souls; a man who--contrary to
the article’s suggestion--bears no more
resemblance to Joseph Smith than
Hitler does to St. Francis of Assisi. In
the face of Moon’s doctrine of heavenly
deception and the Unification Church’s
systematic and exploitative treatment
of persons as pawns and idiots, it is
simply absurd to ascribe to Moon’s
establishment an "extraordinary ethical
sensibility." The Unification Church
differs so radically from the Church
and gospel of Christ that it is offensive
to talk about "striking similarities
between the faiths;" it is sacreligious to
suggest that there is any appreciable
similarity between the Prophet Joseph
Smith and such a worldly man as
Moon.
The second and larger problem with
the article is that it seems to have been
brewed in the same old secularism and
liberal apologetica that brought us all
those apostate explanations for the
black policy. That is, it approaches
things divine, i.e. the Church and its
practices, from an almost exclusively
humanist-secular perspective. This
faithless approach, which has seduced
some of the best brains and spirits in

the Church, cheapens the Kingdom of
God into a largely human organization
with doctrines and practices that are
exclusively shaped and informed by
sociological and historical trends. The
precise problem with this is that it
imposes a crude, secular outline upon
an essentially sacred and divine grid.
The divinely inspired Church practice
of regular record-keeping is described
in the article as a "penchant" of
Mormon people (and lamented paren-
thetically as a "burden")"which the
moonies do not share.’" Divinely
mandated practice is thus relegated to
the low status of mere human instinct
or habit. Similarly, true to the manner
in which most secularists describe
Mormonism, the Church is character-
ized as bearing a "New England and
pioneer" stamp. In this and kindred
articles, everything is apprehended
from a secular eye. History is one large
undifferentiated mass of facts subjec-

ted to cold, uniform social science
analysis. To approach the Church like
this is to walk lockstep with the world
and to deny the special nature of the
Church.

These are the times that try men’s
souls. In a day of such brutality,
wickedness and multiplying heresies, it
is now, perhaps more than ever, that
we need to close ranks, to throw off the
shackles of worldliness and to assert
unconditional and unapologetic loyalty
to the Church as the divine instrument
through which God saves human souls.
Like the author, I also have breathed
the rarified air and strode the hallowed
halls of Mt. Olympus, i.e. Harvard, and
I am all the more convinced that
worldly learning, uncontrolled by
revealed truth, is a harlot. Particularly
is it the improper lens through which to
interpret and explain God’s work.

David J. Cannon
Washington, D.C.
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Adjunct Meetings
Meetings dealing with Mormonism
will be held as adjuncts to the annual
meetings of several major scholarly
organizations this fall.
Western History Association: A
session titled "Early Mormons in
California" will feature papers on
"Sam Brannan, Early Mormon," by
Ray Luce, National Register, and "The
Experience of the Mormon Battalion"
by John Yurtinus, Oracle, Arizona.
Commentary will be by Leonard
Arrington. This session will be held in
San Diego, California, October 19.

American Historical Association: An
adjunct session will be held in New
York City, December 28, titled
"Administrative Patterns in Religious
Organization." Papers will be pre-

sented by Leonard J. Arrington and
Ronald K. Esplin, LDS Historical
Department, on "’The Role of the
Council of the Twelve during
Brigham Young’s Presidency," and by
Thomas B. Alexander, Brigham Young
University, on "Collegiality and the
Response of the Mormon Ecclesiastical
Polity." Commenting will be Cath-
erine L. Albanese, Wright State
University, and John Mulder, Prince-
ton Seminary.
American Academy of Religion: A
three hour panel discussion will be
presented under the auspices of the
AAR titled "’Approaches to Mormon
Studies: A Panel Discussion of
Philosophical, Theological, Historical,
Structural, and other Approaches to
Mormon Studies.’" Robert B. Flanders
will moderate with the following
panel: M. Gerald Bradford, University
of California, Santa Barbara; Samuel
S. Hill, Jr., University of Florida; Adele
Brannon McCollum, Montclair State
College; Truman Madsen, Brigham
Young University; Jan Shipps, Indiana-
Purdue at Indianapolis; Gordon
Thomasson, Cornell University. The
meeting will be held at the New York
City Statler Hilton November 18.
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