
Washington Jeremiad
The July issue of Sojourners, an
evangelical monthly, provides the
following account of a modern
jeremiad:
"’Tyranny doesn’t look so bad when it
kneels in a holy place and is given
respectability by so grand a tribunal as
the Archdiocese of Washington.’
That’s how the Washington Post described
special masses which have been held
over the years for officials of the
Argentine government, a military junta
which has imprisoned thousands and
tortured hundreds for political reasons.
"But something different occurred in
Washington’s St. Matthew’s Cathedral
on May 25 during a mass celebrating
Argentina’s national day. Rev. Sean
O’Malley delivered a homily which
related Scripture and Pope John Paul
II’s thoughts on social justice to the
current brutality of the Videla
government in Buenos Aires. He cited
Jeremiah and referred to Herod’s
slaughter of the innocents.
"The sermon drove the congregation of
300--mostly Argentine military and
embassy officials--from the church.
O’Malley kept to his text during the
mass exodus.
"Outside the church, the military men
damned O’Malley for ’turning a
religious event into a political one.’ The
sermon, however, appeared to have
turned a political event into a religious
one."
Mormons and the Financial Disclosure
Movement
The Mormon Church is "almost
certainly the wealthiest denomination
on a per capita basis"in America,
according to a forthcoming book by
Gordon Well, The Almighty and the
Almighty Dollar. Excerpts of the book
appear in the June issue of Sojourners.
According to Weil, Commissioner of
Business Regulation of the State of
Maine, "no important sect is so reliant
on business income as the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
(LDS)." Citing an Associated Press
estimate, the church ranks among the
nation’s top 50 corporations in total
assets--"those with $2 billion or more."
The AP has estimated the Church’s

Fold
gross business income at $450 million a
year in addition to an estimated $550
million in tax-exempt donations. (For
the details of the Church’s most
recent--1958--disclosure of expendi-
tures, and a description of known
Church investments, see Leonard J.
Arrington and Davis Bitton’s The
Mormon Experience, Knopf, 1979.)

The Church’s well-publicized tithing
policy, and extensive real estate
holdings make it a highly visible target
for advocates of the church financial
disclosure movement. A 1968 CBS
survey indicated that 66% of the
American people believed that "reli-
gious institutions should be required to
report all their property and income."
Without complete disclosure, it is
alleged, it is impossible to tell what
taxable revenues are concealed under
churches’ tax exempt status, or what
other illegal activities are disguised.

In 1975, for instance, investigative
reporters for the Baltimore Sun revealed

that the Pallotine order of the Roman
Catholic church had been used by its
leader to embezzle at least $1.4 million
and to hide another $15 million in
secret bank accounts. The money had
been raised through mailed charity
appeals--as many as a hundred million
letters a year.
The Philanthropic Advisory Service of
the Council of Better Business Bureaus
has established its "Standards for
Charitable Solicitations," to measure
how charitable funds are spent and by
whom, but compliance is often ignored
by church groups and until recently,
legislators have been reluctant to
infringe on church prerogatives.
In 1977 the Roman Catholic Church in
America adopted "Principles and
Guidelines for Fundraising’" for all
church units, including "an appropriate
report of significant financial aspects.’"
But the guildelines fall short of public
disclosure of audits and provisions for
implementation and enforcement are
vague.
Under prodding from Senator Mark
Hatfield, however, evangelicals have
begun to move towards disclosure. In
March 1977, Hatfield met with
representatives from the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association, World Vision
International, the National Association
of Evangelicals and others. Bluntly,
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Hatfield told them that they had to
accept accountability "and not just to
God." He argued, according to
Sojourners, "that, as stewards, religious
groups must be accountable, especially
to those who often ’make contributions
sacrificially’--the relatively poor people
who are heavy contributors. More
importantly, he warned them that if
religious grodps did not take meaning-
ful voluntary action, government
measures were inevitable."

World Vision International took the
lead and disclosed its $34.7 million
budget for 1977. In 1978 the board of
Robert Schuller’s television ministry
voted to make financial statements
available, and in January 1979 Billy
Graham reversed the stonewalling of
his financial empire, declaring himself
in favor of a law requiring every church
to make its finances public° Two
months later, the Evangelical Council
for Financial Accountability was
formed, representing 1,100 evangelical
groups with 25-30 million followers
and a combined income of $1 billion in
$1978. Each group agreed to make
available to the public audited state-
ments of its finances. Those meeting
standards may use the council’s "seal of
approval" in the. next year’s solicita-
tions. The first "seals of approval" are
to be announced early in 1980, putting
pressure on the National Council of
Churches and the Catholic church to
catch up.

Unlike these groups, the LDS Church
does not make solicitations outside its
own membership, and so is less likely to
receive governmental pressure to
disclose. Given the absence of internal
pressure, it seems likely the Church’s
stewardship will remain accountable
only to God.
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New LDS Books
The Polygamy Story: Fiction and Fact
J. Max Anderson
Here at last is a book which separates fact from
fiction! Modern polygamy is shrouded in hearsay
tradition, and undocumented "evidence." This
book sets out the claims of the Fundamentalist
groups, analyzes those claims in detail, and
refutes them one by one. Here is a fascinating
look--the first of its kind--at the roots of present-
day polygamy.                      $4.95

Our Own Society
Daryl V. Hoole
What’s more valuable than a college education?
What organization teaches a woman a diversity of
skills and then challenges her to use them? Relief
Society--or as the author calls it, "our own
society." Examples of giving, caring, helping, and
sharing show how the Relief Society enables
women of every age to develop their potential.
Creative photography by Libby Frech enhances
the message of this book.              $4.50

Born of the Spirit
E. Richard Packham
Like Nicodemus, many have wondered how they
can be born again. From scripture and modern
revelation combined with true experiences, the
author answers this vital question. Baptism,
confirmation and Church activity are not
enough--one must be born of the Spirit.

$4.50

"In God We Trust" Upheld
Atheist Madalyn Murray O’Hair has
failed in her bid to have the Supreme
Court ban "In God We Trust" from all
U.S. coins. Ms. O’Hair contended that
the constitution guarantees freedom
from religion for atheists, as well as
freedom of religion for believers, but
the high court refused to hear her
appeal.

These new books and all other Bookcraft publications
are available wherever LDS books are sold.
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