
I I An exclusive report on the exchan e between d President David P. Gardner and resident 

I I Jeffrey R. Holland. 

L ess than a week following the defeat of the Univer- 
sity of Utah by Brigham Young University's football 
team, the presidents of the two schools, David P. 

Gardner and Jeffrey R. Holland, repressed their obligat- 
ory rivalry and shared the podium at an uncommon 
event sponsored by the B. H. Roberts Society. A large 
and diverse crowd filled the chapel and gymnasium at 
the University of Utah LDS Institute of Religion on 25 
November 1980 to hear the two distinguished adminis- 
trators discuss-graciously, insightfully, and occasion- 
ally humorously-the topic: "Education in Zion: Intellec- 
tual Inquiry and Revealed Truth." 

This was the second (the first was a lecture by Truman 
Madsen in August) of what will hopefully become quar- 
terly lectures sponsored by the B. H. Roberts Society. 
Through such lectures and perhaps other events and 
publications, the group, established in the summer of 
1980, hopes to encourage the kind of discipleship de- 
scribed by Brigham H. Roberts, a member of the Council 
of Seventy, in 1905 as the "crying n e e d  of Mormonism: 
"thoughtful disciples who will not be content with 
merely repeating some of its truths, but will develop its 
truths; and enlarge [Mormonism] by that development." 

Moderator for the evening Dr. Chase Peterson, Vice 
President of Health Sciences at the University of Utah, in- 
troduced the topic for discussion by quoting extensively 
from an article in the Wall Street Journal (25 November 
1980) about the current review by the Vatican of the 1633 
conviction of Galileo on charges of heresy for violating a 
church order not to discuss the ideas of the Polish as- 
tronomer Copernicus. Noting that Galileo, and other 
great scientists from Newton to Einstein, believed that 
science and faith were two paths to the same truth, the 
article concluded that the "Pope must know we live in a 
time when the world would be a more peaceful place 
could this proposition be reaffirmed." Dr. Peterson out- 
lined his own belief that "there is reason and that there is 
revelation" and "our challenge is to find how those two 
vehicles can be best utilized, best coordinated, and best 
integrated." 

Though they differed in approaches, both President 
Gardner and President Holland added their assent to 
these opening sentiments in their prepared statements 
and during the question and answer period which fol- 

P resident Holland of Brigham Young University 
began by reading from Joseph Smith's account of 
the events preceding the First Vision-Jose h's K "epistemological experiment." He emphasized that om 

the beginning Joseph's inquiry was a matter of the mind 
and of the heart and that the response from God showed 
that "both are perfectly legitimate." 

Citing examples from the Doctrine and Covenants, 
President Holland said, "I think the invitation is to study, 
to inquire, to learn, to grow, and then you'll be added 
upon. . . . Neither Oliver nor Hyrum nor anyone else 
(and I assume that includes us all) was to assume that 
there's an easier way without effort and honest investiga- 
tion." 

President Holland stressed the importance of educa- 
tion and of seeking truth: "knowledge of things as they 
are and as they were and as they are to come." He main- 
tained that "our institutional sources of truth are 
unimpeachable-both reasonable and revelatory, and in- 
finite and eternal." But he then addressed what he de- 
scribed as the difficult personal quest for truth: "If we 
knew all that God knew and we had all the light and all 
the truth, I am confident it would be both perfectly ra- 
tional and perfectly revelatory. The rub is we do not have 
all the truth and light. It is in that ignorance, in that falling 
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short, that we have challenges. We grope and we grasp." 
In the search for truth, he emphasized that "we ought 

to feel free to use any tool we can to pursue any avenue 
we find; to employ any process that is legitimate in order 
to stretch, grow, and move ah'ead." Reason and revela- 
tion are both such tools. The limitations of reason are 
often expounded in the Church, but he added that "in an 
interesting and very different way, revelation has its limi- 
tations." Revelation may not seem to come when a per- 
son asks or he may not be able to interpret an answer that 
does come. "Some revelation with the lower case 'r,' " he 
added, "might be coming from another source." He 
again emphasized, however, that he was speaking of 
"personal revelation, not institutional revelation." 

President Holland concluded on the following note: 
"We are a church that talks about eternal progression, 
though we sometimes talk a better game than we play. I 
think God will require it of our hands that we improve, 
develop, grow. That requires both intellectual inquiry 
and revealed truth. We need to reason as well as we can, 
and he will then compliment our efforts and provide his 
own forms of revelation. It behooves us to be humble and 
patient. 'Verily I say unto you, in that day when the Lord 
should come, he shall reveal all things.' I am assuming 
that there are some things by reason or revelation that we 
will not know until he comes. 

"I bear testimony of the real truths of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. I know that Joseph Smith came home from 
the grove and told his mother the truth. This is the truth, 
and when we talk about it and reason about it and argue 
about it and seek revelation and receive some, the sim- 
ple, abiding, unyielding fact is that this is the truth." 

P resident Gardner of the University of Utah began 
by restating the evening's theme: "the place of in- 
tellectual inquiry and revealed truth in the educa- 

tion of members of the Mormon faith." He also defined 
faith ("a habit of mind which accepts uncritically, with- 
out proof, evidence or argument") and reason ("a habit 
of mind that accepts only after criticism"). 

He maintained that faith and reason are basic to both 
intellectual inquiry and revealed truth (science and re- 
ligion): "After all, science lays claim to unprovable first 
principles as much as does religion." The quarrel bet- 
ween science and religion lies rather in defining do- 
mains. Gardner first quoted from R. G. Hollingwood: 
"The business of good science is to be scientific, and the 
business of good religion is to be religious, and to re- 
primand religion because it isn't in accordance with or 
verified or derived from science is just as silly as to re- 
commend a scientific theory because it is consecrated by 
religion. " 

President Gardner then elaborated: "Truth cannot 
contradict itself. Reasoned truth cannot conflict with re- 
li ious truth, only with superstition which tends too 
o f en to be confused with religion. The science of reason 
builds upon faith as does religion. Reason and faith are, 
in their respective spheres, necessary one to the other." 
When religion and science are unwilling to concede these 
different domains, the unfortunate result, explained 

President Gardner, is that "honest, faithful, and reason- 
able truth-seekers are confused on the one hand or dog- 
matic on the other." He quoted from Hans Kung on the 
risks of dogmatism for a church: "A polemically defen- 
sive ghetto church, clinging rigidly to forms whose value 
is all past, would hold aloof from the world in proud 
self-sufficiency. Such a church would mirror only her- 
self, praising herself instead of the Lord. Her arrogant 
sense of superiority over against the world would be only 
the reverse side of a sense of inferiority. The root attitude 
in such a church would be fear." 

Doubt is particularly threatening to the institutional 
church (and to civil government), Gardner explained, yet 
essential to personal faith. "Thus, limits imposed by civil 
authority on my right to pass or say or by ecclesiastical 
authority on my right to wonder or question are by de- 
finition protective, not of me but of the government and 
of the church." For the personal seeker, however, "to 
doubt is a condition precedent to the gaining of further 
knowledge. Knowledge, correctly understood, is truth. 
We doubt in order to seek. We inquire in order to know. 
We reason because God gave us the capacity to do so and 
in order for our free agency to be efficacious. We gain 
knowledge and truth through the discrete and informed 
exercise of faith together with reason." 

Then returning to the theme of education for the 
Saints he concluded: "Education thus conceived, bears 
no burden of an inherent contradiction between reason 
and revealed truth. . . . Properly understood, education 
in Zion should be a wondrous, free, and enriching ex- 
perience. Improperly understood, it would be a divisive, 
constricting, and hurtful one. What a tragedy if the latter 
were to supercede such a glorious principle." 

"I should like to close by sharing with you my sense of 
confidence and belief in the truthfulness of the gospel 
and the messages which it conveys, and in the necessity 

Photographed by nelu ,rues 



1 
1 

for each of us to study it out in our own minds and to 
make those judgments which the exercise of our free 
agency, engaging faith and reason, lead us to believe are 
true." 

F ollowing these introductory remarks, Presidents 
Gardner and Holland responded to questions from 
the audience. One man posed the following situa- 

tion: "I have been brought up in a good LDS home. I am 
attending your university and come to you for advice. I 
am very confused because what I am learning seems to 
contradict my religious beliefs. I feel that I must either 
back off from learning things which challenge my religi- 
ous upbringing or go wherever questioning leads me, 
even out of the Church. What would you say?" 

President Gardner responded that he has often talked 
to parents who feel their children are losing their tes- 
timonies at the university. He tells them a story told to 
him by a member of the Quorum of the Twelve, who was 
accosted by a parent who felt that Professor So-and-so at 
the university was taking his son's testimony. "No one 
gave your son his testimony," the Apostle replied, "and 
no one can take it away from him." 

President Gardner also pointed out that the ques- 
tioner was setting up a false choice-"to abandon your 
doubts and return to what you think you believe but 
which you don't understand or to preserve your doubts 
and in fact reject what you thought you believed." It's not 
that easy. "You are going to continue to be troubled, to 
doubt, and to face these problems. To expect you can get 
rid of them by saying that you no longer believe what 
you're not really sure you believe anyway is no answer." 

Another questioner asked if it isn't easier to get an 
education at the University of Utah than at Brigham 
Young University, where religious baggage complicates 
learning. In response, President Holland suggested that 
religious experience is legitimate and therefore does not 
complicate the educational experience at a church- 
sponsored school. "Our great dream at BYU," he 
explained, "is to provide a kind of balanced, whole envi- 
ronment that would allow for ongoing religious experi- 
ence to match the rigorous, intellectual experience with 
all of its terror and turmoil." 

Dr. Peterson, who moderated the question and ans- 
wer period, added a query of his own: "Tell me, Presi- 
dent Holland, how do you deal with the problem of false 
revelation? For example, we had a President of the 
Church not too long ago who said that man would never 
set foot on the moon. I would suggest that that was not 
revelation because it turned out not to be true. At the 
same time, it is not unnatural to expect most people, cer- 
tainly the loyal sorts, to assume it was revelation. How do 
you deal with that in the context of a university?" 

"I obviously cannot speak for the man," responded 
President Holland. "I do not presume to know in what 
context he spoke or what he thought he was saying or the 
revelatory nature of his comments. I can, however, quote 
his son-in-law on another very comparable matter. He 
simply said, 'I was mistaken.' " 

Another member of the audience also addressed his 

question to BYU's president, noting that he had had oc- 
casion to publicly criticize a certain Church leader for his 
theocracy speech given on the BYU campus and had re- 
ceived three letters of gratitude from professors at BYU. 
"Do such pronouncements by Church authorities place 
boundaries on the academic freedom of your staff?" he 
asked. 

" 'Deep water is where I want to swim,' " President 
Holland said, quoting from the Prophet Joseph Smith, 
"and I think that is expected of every Latter-day Saint, 
every faculty member. By the same token," he added, "I 
am not keen on drowning anybody. So, what I am hop- 
ing for at BYU is risk and strong strokes into deep 
water-enough to stretch and encourage and build those 
who will have to do well when they are long gone from 
our instruction. We do them no favors to keep them 
wading in the shallows." But he added that the "safety of 
the soul" is also important and that "we are there with 
the strong firm hand of faith when a person is flounder- 
ing." He emphasized that the ideal was a kind of balance: 
"We want to have faith and fellowship and rigorous 
scholarship. . . . We hope to have wide open inquiry and 
strong religious faith. We do not assume that to be im- 
possible." 

Another questioner pressed the problem of occasional 
conflict between ecclesiastical pronouncements and 
academic inquiry: "To what extent should or may 
ecclesiastical authority determine research and its ap- 
propriateness?" Since many Church leaders also sit on 
the governing board of B W ,  President Holland chose to 
discuss the role of the governing board. "Every institu- 
tion has its sponsoring board," President Holland began, 
"and that sponsoring board may, in fact, determine the 
funding of that institution. That's true everywhere. I 
would prefer not to pursue personalities. In my experi- 
ence, the collective board action at BYU has been as re- 
sponsible and as admirable and as hopeful and en- 
couraging as anything I have ever seen. That does not 
necessarily speak for or reflect the individual responses 
of individual people, some of whom sit on the board. It 
also does not mean that the kinds of conflicts and issues 
and conversations and difficulties we've raised have not 
existed. I am trying to suggest that it has not derailed the 
university." 

President Gardner added that universities have al- 
ways had to contend with governing boards and spon- 
sors. And though institutional purposes may vary 
greatly, as is the case with BYU and the University of 
Utah, each president must "assure the institutional pur- 
pose and the integrity of its mission." 

The time too quickly spent, Dr. Peterson ended the 
exchange where it began. "Reason and revelation are 
separate paths to a single truth-a neat summation for 
an evening of discussion highlighted by a shared spirit of 
fellowship and discipleship. Yet, while that feeling of 
fraternity persists, so does the tension between reason 
and revelation, between institutional pronouncements 
accepted as revelatory and conflicting ideas perceived 
through intellectual inquiry. The question remains un- 
settling and unsettled. 
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