
POLITICS OF

I have seen more harm done in this world by those who tried to storm the
bastions of society in the name of utopian beliefs, who were determined to
achieve the elimination of all evil and the realization of the millenium
within their own time, than by all the hurnble efforts of those who have
tried to create a little order and civility and affection within their own inti-
mate entourage. George F. Kennan

Extremism in the defense of liberty iis no vice. Moderation in the pursuit of
justice is no virtue. Barry Goldwater

SOME ages are lukewarm and
complacent, other ages, of
’which the present is one, are

unbalanced and prone to faction,"
wrote C.S. Lewis, who certainly
characterized the swings of contem-
porary society. The tactics and charac-
teristics of extremists in these factious
times--individuals most often united
under such lofty banners as justice or
human, rights or religion--were
examined April 2 at the third annual
Campus-Community Forum spon-
sored by the University of Utah’s Lib-
eral Education Program, the Utah En-
dowment for the Humanities, and the
Utah League of Women Voters. Fea-
tured speakers were sociology profes-
sor Ray R. Canning, Esther R. Landa,
former president of the National
Council of Jewish Women, and W.
Cleon Skousen, founder of the
Freemen Institute. Because ex-
tremism is pervasive, coming from all

quadrants of the spectrum, from the
churches as well as the legislative
chambers, SUNSTONE felt this exchange
raised important issues which would
interest our readers.

Dr. Canning: provided a helpful
framework for the discussion. Ex-
tremism is not synonymous with the
radical right nor is it restricted to the
political arena, he pointed out. The

The fanatic is a person of
excessive zeal because he
feels he is inspired by
divinity.

primary question is not which person
or group is too extreme but rather why
fanatics arise and why certain of their
tactics are frightening.

Canning cited a number of studies
which have explored psychological
factors as integral to any adequate
explanation of extremism: Milton
Rokeach (The Open and Closed Mind)
created "Dogmatism and Opiniona.-
tion Scales" to characterize "bigots
who, by definition~, are obstinately
and often blindly devoted to their
own opinions to the point of excessive
actions against other people who do
not share them." Gustavu:s Myers
(History of Bigotry in the United States)
chronicled the national persecution of
"Quakers, Freethinkers, Jesuits, Ma-
sons, Jews, Blacks, Mormons,
Evolutionists, and so-called ’Party.-
Liners’." Josef Rudin (Fanaticism: A
Psychological Analysis) suggested that
the "fanatic is a person of excessiw~,
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zeal because he feels he is inspired by
divinity.., the more intense one is,
the less he is selective of ends and
means." Eric Hoffer (The True Believer)
explored the social contexts in which
extremism arises. "When people are
ripe for a mass movement any appa-
rently effective one will do." Thus,
the leadership which emerges is cru-
cial; wise leaders can quiet fears while
demagogues can fan the flames of
reaction, playing on insecurity and
buried anger. In fact, C.J. Jung taught
that "fanaticism is the brother of
doubt."

Canning then outlined the tactics
often used by extremistsNnoting the
paradox that "extremists who lean
heavily toward absolutism in sub-
stance demonstrate startling relativity
iin their tactics":

1. Hiding behind fronts; taking on protec-
tive coloration, deceptive facades. Com-
munist fronts project themselves as "peace
lovers," "anti-imperialists," "seekers after
social justice." The Far Right tries to estab-
lish its near-exclusive concern for strong
families, the right to life, and patriotism
proven through anti-Communism. Unfor-
tunately, under these euphemistic covers,
both have violated "truth in advertising."

2. Misusing the protections of a free society.
Gus Hall, when Executive Secretary of the
Communist Party USA, was asked by a re-
porter if he believed the Bill of Rights should
cover the John Birch Society. He said, "No,
the John Birch Society is out to destroy the
Bill of Rights." And the editor of the Com-

We need to learn to live
with some measure of
ambiguity, doubt,
brokenness, partial
claims, and partial defeats
and successes.

munist journal, Political Affairs, once admit-
ted that he believed in free speech "for
everyone except racists, fascists, and others
with unscientific ideas." The Overstreets
commented upon this example: "Coming
from spokesmen for a Party that has de-
stroyed civil liberties wherever it has seized
power, while exploiting them everywhere
else, such statements have a grisly humor."

3. Organizing discontent. Communistic
disruption of the status quo is well
documented. Not so well known are state-
ments from Paul Weyrich, Director of the
Committee for the Survival of a Free Con-
gress, who said, "We are different from pre-
vious generations of conservatives. We are
no longer working to preserve the status
quo. We are radicals, working to overturn
the present power structure in this coun-
try." And I might add, parenthetically,
"Succeeding at it." Howard Phillips, foun-
der of the Conservative Caucus, said, re-
cently, "We organize discontent. We must
prove our ability to get revenge on people
who go against us."

4. Misleading and oversimplifying. Scaring
us with conspiracy theories which lead
Smelser to identify the "if only" mentality.
If only the world were converted to Com-
munism (or some other ism) all would be
well; but there are these evil people con-
spiring to keep it from happening.

5. Attacking, scapegoating, destroying
those who differ. Destruction is the ultimate
tactic, but it need not always be literal.
Character assassination is an effective way
to demonstrate that the end justifies the
means.

Though such tactics may be effec-
tive in achieving goals, they under-
mine values at the very core of an
open and democratic society. Can-
ning presented these ideals which he
thought to be at the heart of the
human struggle--ideals threatened
by overzealous partisans:

1. The diversity of human experiences and
talents must find expression for there is
strength for individual and society alike in
pluralism, when differences are exchanged
honestly, openly, and with dignity. I said
openly and honestly, not covertly and not
distorted through manipulation and prop-
aganda. Honest interaction dignifies all par-
ties.

2. This can happen only in an atmosphere
of freedom with responsibility, responsibil-
ity which is increasingly self-imposed as we
mature~as its reasonableness becomes un-
derstood.

Canning’s conclusion (from Alan
Crawford) that "what is at stake is no-
thing short of what kind of Democ-
racy is to prevail in America" was
echoed by Esther Landa in her more
personal response to the topic, "If we
can’t preserve our pluralistic, demo-
cratic society here, there is no other
place on earth where it can be pre-
served."

L ANDA identified the "alliance of
evangelical religious leader~
with the far right" as the extreme

faction she most fears. "The danger of
the religious new right is not that they
are speaking out on political issues,
which is their right, if not their obliga-
tion," she explained. "It is the way
they attack the integrity and character
of anyone who does not stand with
them." The "Litmus Test" approach
to politics results--specified and ab-
solutist positions are prescribed on
many key political, social, and moral
issues. "You’re either for us or ’agin
us.’ God help you if you’re ’agin us,’
because you are not just ’agin us,’ but
you are the incarnation of evil. If you
have a different political idea, you are
not just jousting in the marketplace of
ideas, but you are consigned to the
nether regions." Civility under these
circumstances has gone out of the
political process, she lamented.
Labeled a baby-killer and rooted on
the outside of attempts to "Christ-
ianize" the nation, she echoed the
plea of A1 Vorspan of the Union of

Extremists who lean
heavily toward absolutism
in substance demonstrate
startling relativity in their
tactics.
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American Hebrew Congregations for
the survival of pluralism: "The issue
is not church-state separation; it is the
survival of a pluralistic society in the
face of the simplistic notion that only
one brand of politics is acceptable to
God. The issue is not liberalism vs.
conservatism. It’s a viable American
pluralism vs. a new form of political
cannibalism, in which the exacerba-
tion of one issue, sectarian ab-
solutism, threatens to tear apart the
fabric of the political order."

She also quoted Martin E. Marty,
Professor of Church History at
University of Chicago Divinity
School: "We need to learn to live with
some measure of ambiguity, doubt,
brokenness, partial claims, and partial
defeats and partial succes-
ses... That’s politics, an art designed
to minimize the inevitable violence
that threatens human relations be-
cause societies are made of competing
individuals and interest groups. You

The danger of the religious
new right is the way they
attack the integrity and
character of anyone who
does not stand with them.

win some, you lose some." According
to Marty, these new militants "are
met best by listeners, by understan-
ders of their g~devances, by people
who try to draw them from ideology
into the zone of political give and
take .... " This give and take charac-
terizes the center, said Landa.

W# CLEON SKOUSEN also
discussed the virtues of the
"balanced center," which

he defined as government perfectly
poised between the extremes of anar-
chy and political oppression. The
Founding Fathers firmly planted the
"American Eagle" of government in
the center of the spectrum, he
explained. But recent developments
have forced government far to the left
towards tyranny or "ruler’s law."
Federal Government, "in direct viola-
tion of the Tenth Amendment" and
the Founding Fathers’ original for-
mula, has penetrated fo.rbidden
areas: land, schools, air, water,
energy, health, welfare,, labor-
management F, roblems, intra-state
commerce, ind~strial production, city
finances, city beautification, sewage
disposal, electric power, thermal
power, police problems. The United
States, he explaiined, is suffering from
"a deteriorating money system, a
frightening rate of inflation, a monu-
mental national debt of a tri][lion dol-
lars (more than all other nations of the
world combined!), a crushing burden
of taxes, a tidal, wave of Federal reg-
ulatory agencies, a deteriorating na-
tional morality, a shattering of tradi-
tional family life, the abandonment of
many important Constitutional prin-
ciples, a serious invasion of traditional
states’ rights." The recent Republican
landslide was simply a mow.~ back to-
ward the center.

All three participants had thus
placed their views of the world at the
center of the spectrum. Audience
reaction durir~g the question and
answer period .only underscored the
fact that no consensus exists on who
or what is extreme and what: kinds of
tactics might endanger the fabric of
society. Many questioners merely
made rhetorical queries--veiled or
unveiled statements to support or at-
tack one or more of the participants.
Though a resolution of conflict re-
mained illusory, however, iit is clear
that the exchanges of that evening
probed a raw nerve ending on our
collective psyche.

Baby fed;
He slobbers the universal
Spittle of a sad decay.

Tended in a stranger’s house
By the broken edges of a
Breck beautician’s cup,
Our little president
Contemplates the future rise in
Coffee commodities,
And wonders at such
Marvelous news.

Roger Kent Petersen
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She watches the man’s closed eyes:
how night falls
augurs next weather;

Lies awake on her plain,
a booming, open place
he marked with posts and wells,
saplings into the wind.
And now he rests.

Day by day she tends:
weeding sunlight,
rotating the cellar
like a slow clock
still on last summer and
a new crop in;

Stitches the red sky
with a compass needle
darning stars
against the storm.

He turns to sleep
like a boulder rolled
from a field
and she’ll be up in time
to set the dial and vane.

Alison Booth

An hour and a half,
the conversation wooden, constrained,
I did not find my others there.
I might have been

someone else’s chiseled notes
struck, passing, to request its shape
of an unresolving stone;
at the end I walked away.

I walked downhill. Obliged,
I bought my food prepared, and then
scion of a family old as man
I eat this food in hunger,

but without the appetite for it.

Stephen Gould

"I will liken thee, O house of Israel
unto a tame olive tree."

Jacob 5:3

this tree--
the olive--
well-beloved of the lord
of the vineyard,
nourished through millenia-
pruned, dug about, dunged--
ancient, endless, promised.

gnarled and scarred.

the knotted trunk decayed,
hollowed to the heart.
strung to life by
rings of living wood,
thin and few,
wrenching moisture up
to toughened branches.
silver-grey with leaves of
life. everlasting life.

Susan Howe
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