
valuable than His so called 
, commandmentstt? will we use our 
heads and hearts to recognize and 
obey the spirit of the law, or will we be. 
Latter-day Pharisees, looking to the 
letter of the law? 

Curtis Lee Zeitelhack 
LOS Angeles, California 

Guilty On All Counts 
L. Jackson Newell's article "Enlarging 
the Mormon View of Christian 
E ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ N  brought several indictments 
against the Church and its people, but 
the jury is still out. 
The major premise of the article is 
stated earIy on. It is that ". . . as a 
people, [Mormons] are relatively 
unconcerned about our natural 
environment, the arms race, human 
rights, and problems associated with 
population control, malnutrition and 
starvation." Though apparently 
intended to ualify this charge, the 
footnote at %e end of this statement 
does little to soften the accusations. 
It seems that Mr. Newell equates the 
problem of starvation with the need 
to control world population growth. 
First of all, let's be straightforward 
and admit that it is birth control that 
We are talking about. Now we can 
deal- with the issue accordingly. 
We must realize that the Lord has 
said "For the earth is full, and there is 
enough and to spare; yea, I prepared 
all things, and have given unto the 
children of men to be agents unto 
themselves." (Doctrine and Covenants 
104:17.) This promise includes both 
food and other natural resources. 
Taking the Lord at his word, as I 
assume any faithful member of the 
Church would do, we must look to 
some other explanation for the 
shortages we experience from time to 
time. 
The answer lies in the second 
statement just quoted. Having said 
that he prepared and ave to mankind 
the abundance of a fufl earth, the 
Lord then said he has given unto us 
to be agents unto ourselves. If you 
observe those countries and 
governments under which the people 
exist in abject poverty, 
instantly see that it is t[:zwil' 
governments that have stolen the 
agency, the freedom, and liberty with 
w h i c ~ p e o p ~ e  are to produce in 
rich abundance. 

On to the birth 
CO"~'O'~ We must not ignore the first 
of the comma~dments given to 
mankind on this earth, which was the 
order to multiply and replenish the 
earth. This has never been rescinded 
Or 'ltered, my 
Perhaps these are much more 
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< For 
SUNSTONE welcomes letters from our readers 
and prints a representative sample of opinions. 
All letters represent the attitudes of the writers 
and not necessarily those of the editors or 
publisher. To  be considered for publication, 
letters should not exceed 300 words. A n y  
letter may be edited for reasons of space and 
clarity. 

Latter-day Pharisees? 
I strongly agree that far too much 
emphasis is placed on the observance 
of the Word of Wisdom as a measure 
of one's morality. However, I do not 
see this as being imposed upon us 
from the heirarchy of the Church. 
Instead,I feel that it is a self-inflicted, 
and rather over-estimated standard of 
spirituality applied by the whole of 
Mormon society. Why is it so popular 
as a yard-stick among us? Because a 
violation of these rules is the most 
visible of Mormon sins. It is far easier 
to detect the stale odor of cigarette 
smoke, than sins which reek in other, 
less obvious ways. Over-pious ranting 
about smoking and drinking can be 
very irritating to the ears of potential 
converts and, indeed, to those of 
upstandin and ~bedient members 
the ~hurct .  We remember that 
one wins friends with loving 
not with loud criticism. it 
does seem me Brs. Kimball and 
Cox are attributing to the 
enforcmnent of the 
far more negative influence than it 
has, even when it is used like a 
weapon by narrow-minded, bigoted 
Latter-day Saints. 
As a convert who had many struggles 
before allowing the Holy Spirit to 
wash me into the Church, I must say 
that the Word of Wisdom has never 

been a problem for me. In fact, it has 
always been one of the more 
attractive facets of Mormonism. Long 
before I recognized it as anything 
more than a sensible rule for healthful 
living, I was able. to put away my few 
"bad habitsfr and live the precepts of 
the 89th Section. This has never 
seemed a sacrifice to me. Though 
others may not like being preached to, 
they do recognize the standard and 
respect it for what it is. 

Br. Kimball rightly points out the fact 
that the Word of Wisdom is a "near 
obsession" with us, as a people, but I 
fail to see why the standard should be 
adulterated merely.because it is not 
always pro erly understood and K applied wit the necessary love. 
Frankly, I couldn't care less what 
documents have been misquoted or 
misrepresented. The point is that the 
Lord has offered loving counsel to us 
in a way that is difficult to 
misconstrue. 

What is equally clear to me is that.one 
who spreads malicious gossip, cheats 
his neighbor, or abuses his family, is a 
far greater sinner than one who has a 
taste for an occasional cup of coffee, 
or who sneaks out behind the garage 
for a cigarette. As for a Church leader 
whose employees labor on the 
Sabbath, God will judge. But let's not 
attack a standard we know to be valid 
because of others who abuse the rest 
of the commandments. To me, it 
makes no difference whether the 
Word of Wisdom was presented by 
wa of  commandment^ or by way of 
fatKerly advice. What sane believer in 
God would regard His advice as less 
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I I plausible reasons for the lack of section of the Doctrine and Covenants 
involvement of Latter-day Saints than I as binding. 1 
those offered by Mr. Newell. Let no 
one be confused into believing that 
because we refuse to follow a doctrine 
of the Devil (birth control) we are 
unconcerned with the condition of our 
fellowman in other areas of the world. 
Righteousness and liberty will bring 
peace and plenty; nothing less will. 
And is it really so baffling that the 
Church avoided the civil rights 
movement of the 50s and the 60s? 
The entire movement was heavily 
infiltrated and largely controlled by 
Socialist/Communist operatives like 
Jack O'dell and Stanley Levison, 
whose purpose was not to promote 
racial justice but rather to incite 
hatred and strife, sedition and 
mayhem. It is precisely because 
Mormons are concerned about human 
rights that they were not in league 
with this fabricated cause. 
Latter-day Saints with true insight 
were and are involved in missionary 
work, including health services, relief 
volunteer work, and other 
humanitarian endeavors. The recent 
flooding in Idaho is a good example of 
concern for others. Food, clothing, 
shelter, and medical assistance were 
freely given by the Church to all in 
need, regardless of race, religion, or 
other qualifications. 

When Mr. Newel1 states that Latter- 
day Saints "remain somewhat hostile 
to equal rights and opportunities for 
all men and women under the law," 
he must have the ERA in mind. 
Hostility is an understandable reaction 
to a proposal which would amount to 
a backward step for women by forcing 
women into combat duty and opening 
the intentionally vague wording of the 
statute to the arbitrary and capricious 
interpretations of collectivist judges. 

O r  perhaps it is the homosexuals who 
are mistreated by the Saints. 
Nevermind the scriptural reasons for 
understanding that this condition is 
ungodly and reversible. 
Any other implications of the hostility 
claim are utterly foolish, unless of 
course you do not count the 134th 

As for the SALT treaty, using the 
word "sincere" to describe the Soviets' 
bargaining efforts is a little like 
nominating one of Charlie's Angels 
for an Oscar. Both positions are 
woefully naive. It is not that members 
of the Church are apathetic about the 
arms race, it is that they know with 
whom we deal in SALT. Furthermore, 
the recent statement of the First 
Presidency concerning this very issue 
should put to rest this rumor. 

Finally, with regard to environmental 
issues, we have already discussed the 
fact that the Lord knows our needs 
and provides technology to meet them. 
In addition, the very fact that the 
Mormons so faithfully store and 
preserve food, fuel, water, and other 
natural and man-made supplies is a 
testimony that they are keenly aware 
of the possibility of shortages. 

This does not, however, mean that 
they subscribe to the doomsday 
theories of so many environmentalist 
groups. This earth was made for man, 
not the other way around. Although 
no one knows what the future holds, 
the faithful surely know who holds 
the future and consequently do not 
suffer from acute paranoia. 

A thoughtful reading of the article 
leads to a strong feeling that the 
author is a proponent of the one- 
world movement, the idea that we all 
are interdependent and should 
renounce national and religious 
affinity, regardless of the distance 
between philosophies, the enmity 
between ur oses Such is the goal of 
groups l i p  tRe ~ k a t e r a l i s t s  and such 
has been the goal of him who is called 
the deceiver of the brethren in the 
Book of Revelations. 
As a subscriber I am a juror, a 
member of the panel of readers, and I 
personally find, after a full 
consideration of the evidence, that the 
defendants are not guilty on all 
counts. 

A. Rick Dalton 
Mesa, Arizona 

I A 5-island, 2-week "Ad~enture In Paradise." 
Papeete, Tahiti, 2 nights Raiatea, 2 nights 
Bora Bora, 3 nights Huahine, 3 nights 
Moorea, 3 nights 
Round trip airfares and transfers 
All first class hotels 
Tours, cruise, car rental and InUCh, much more 
Fuilv escorted by Bob Guyrnon 

Februarv 18-March 4, 1983 
Bob Guymon Call for details (801) 533-9722 or write: 

261 East Broadway, Salt Lake Citv, Utah 84111 

1 I L ~ i r n b a l l  Travel Consultants, lnc) 
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I MORMON THUNDER 1 11 
A Documentary History 

of Jedediah Morgan Grant I II 
Gene A. Sessions 

The first full biography of a man who 
played a vital role in Mormonism's 
tempestuous early history. Grant 
(1 816 - 1856), mayor of Salt Lake 
City and second counselor to Brig- 
ham Young, played a powerful role as 
he urged his people into a revivalist 
movement that became the great 
Mormon Reformation. $1 6.95 

HEBER C. KIMBALL 
Mormon Patriarch 

and Pioneer 

Stanley B. Kimball I II 
"This biography of one of Mormon- 
ism's most colorful and influential 
leaders is the most comprehensive 
and objective ever published:' - Des- 
eret Book "The apostle's life, his feel- 
ings, his background, his experiences, 
his many wives, and his vast numbers 
of descendants are all examined in 
this readable book" - Church News. 
$1 7.95 

Order from your booksek or phone 
toll free 8001638-3030 (Maryland 
residents phone 301 1824.7300) for 
credit card purchases. 
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