
ANNOUNCING 
THE WASHINGTON O.C. 

SUNSTONE THEOLOGICAL 
SYMPOSIUM 

MAY 17-18,1985 

The Sunstone Foundation an- 
nounces its first Sunstone Theo- 
logical Symposium to be held in 
Washington D.C., on May 17-18, 
1985. The purpose of the sympo- 
sium is to better understand our 
Mormon heritage and to provide 
,a forum for the discussion of 
Mormon theology. We are seek- 
ing thoughtful papers on a vari- 
ety of topics related to Mormon 
doctrine, culture, arts and litera- 
ture, and history. 

The symposium will include 
such lively topics as: 

1. History of Religion 
2. Philosophy of Religion 
3. Doctrinal Development & Analysis 
4. Scripture 
5. Comparative Studies 
6. Religion & the Social Sciences 
7. Ethics 
8. Contemporary Religious Issues 
9. Culture 

In addition, we are accepting 
proposals by individuals and 
groups for panel discussions, 
round-table discussions, special 
sections, and debates. Proposals 
should include a suggested topic, 
a description of the format, and 
biographical information about 
the participants. 

For more information contact: 

Elbert Peck 
Symposium Chair 
8513 Electric Avenue 
Vienna, VA 22180 
(703) 560-6790 
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Early Morning 
Seminary in Europe 
by F. Lamberl 

The headline in the paper read: 
"Mormon cult uses exhaustion to 
brainwash children at 5 A.M. in the 
morning.". An exaggeration, to be 
sure, but at least partially true. 

My son is 16 years old, my 
daughter 14. Our family joined the 
Church almost ten years ago. It 
brought us much joy, much cer- 
tainty, much growth. Everything 
which was weak in our life has 
been strengthened, everything 
which was good we were able to 
keep. One of these values we have 
always cherished is the thorough 
and rich schooltraining European 
culture provides for our children. 
We are so happy that the Church 
encourages the children to study 
well and to obtain the best diplo- 
mas they can reach. 

My wife and I have always 
worked very hard to be able to 
send our children to strong 
schools, the only ones that will 
allow them to go to a university. 
Like all children in such schools, 
our son and daughter must fight to 
keep up the extremely demanding 
programs, but they are blessed and 
have always succeeded up to now. 

Such a strong European high 
school is somewhat different from 
an American one. Our children have 
no optional courses, they have 36 
lesson hours per week (all aca- 
demic subjects), where the law of 
the jungle prevails: you are on your 
own to survive. Like many Euro- 
peans, we must use the public 
transportation system. Our children 
leave home at 7:20 A.M. to take the 
bus to school, approximately a 40 
minutes drive. They come home 
around 330 P.M. Seldom can they 
go to bed before 11 P.M., because 
each night they have about 4 to 5 ' hours homework-review lessons, 
work out exercises, write essays, 
prepare for tests, read assigned 
books. On Saturdays they also 
have to do such homework most of 
the day, but then they can go to 
Church on Sunday morning and 
enjoy it without worrying about 
unfinished school assignments. On 
Sunday afternoon we have time for 
family home evening and for plea- 
sant activities together. 

I am proud that my children will 
probably succeed in high school 
and will be able to go to a univer- 
sity (which my wife and I were not 
able to do). I can also see that the 
Church in our country could use 
some faithful members who at the 
same time have had a strong secu- 
lar schooling. Right now in Europe 
we have approximately one 
member with an academic degree 
for every 1,000 members. 

But these past few weeks a new, 
strongly formulated rule is being 
given all over Europe: the Seminary 
program must become a daily, 
early morning seminary, five times 
a week. The official instruction 
reads: "That is what the Lord 
wants you to do. You now have to 
make the decision-or the Lord will 
not bless you." 

My wife and I have given it deep 
and prayerful consideration. If we 
conduct early morning seminary in 
our home, the children must get up 
at 5:30 A.M., after approximately 
six hours of sleep. But if we com- 
bine i t  with the other young LDS 
people in the city-and this'is what 
thev tell us we must do-they must 
get up at 4 A.M. for a rush in still 
dark streets to get the earliest bus 
to another end of the city. 

Yes, we do have faith; yes, we 
trust the Lord, but we humbly ask 
if this is what the Lord really 
wants. One of my priesthood lead- 
ers gave me the answer, recently 
written by a high authority: "Early 
morning seminary is what the Lord 
wants to be done. You do not need 
to pray again for that-except for a 
witness and how to make i t  
possible." 

We want our children to grow 
strong in the gospel. Every day, at 
each meal, we talk about the gos- 
pel. At school our children do mis- 
sionary work wherever possible. 
They both are saving to go on mis- 
sions. Almost every fast Sunday 
they give their testimonies of the 

t'J ospel. And they do seminary! 
p to now it has been given to 

them in Sunday School and they 
enjoy it. On Sunday afternoon we 
often talk about the lesson material 



and they do the assignments. And 
during the summer holidays they 
spend daily time to make sure they 
finish the whole course. 

But now the decision has been 
made that under no condition can 
seminary material be used during 
Sunday School. It may only be 
used for daily early morning semi- 
nary. During Sunday School only 
the Sunday School manual for that 
age group may be used-an insipid 
and childish repetition of primary 
material. 

I probably do not have enough 
faith, but good sense and testi- 
mony keep telling me that i t  is not 
justified to demand from my child- 
ren, who must already fight so 
hard to earn the blessings of their 
regular schooling, a schedule 
which will exhaust them com- 
pletely and wreck their school 
studies. 

My leaders told me to test it. 
Last year I saw it tested among a 
few families in another stake. After 
a few weeks they stopped-the one 
family on urgent doctor's advice, 
when their daughter had a break- 
down because of over-fatigue; the 
other family when the school 
grades of their boy were quickly 
dropping; a third family for both 
reasons. A local newspaper got 
hold of the story: "The Mormon cult 
is abusing its teenagers during 
early morning hours." 

I do sustain the seminary pro- 
gram 100%. It is an excellent pro- 
gram for our youth. But it can be 
conducted during a responsible 
time. Given the local situation of 
our young people, the Sunday 
School is the ideal time to discuss 
the material and receive assign- 
ments which can be done during 
the weekend or even during some 
other free time at home. In this way 
the goals can be reached, better 
and more thoroughly than during 
impossible times and under impos- 
sible circumstances. 

Let us be candid in this matter: 
the unbelievable pressure in favor 
of early morning seminary comes 
in the first place from the officers 
of the Church Educational System, 
who are being paid to have their 
program succeed and who appar- 
ently can only prove their success 
with figures of early morning semi- 
nary. Moreover, i t  is clear they can 
only justify their salary if what 
they do happens outside the regu- 
lar Sunday School. They prod the 
higher and lower priesthood lead- 
ers to sanction their demands. And 

if I may be a little naughty: at pres- 
ent there is not one European 
officer of the Church Educational 
System who has been to a strong 
high school, let alone pursued 
higher education. Otherwise they 
would know that early morning 
seminary is strangling our best and 
most promising youth. 

In the meantime the LDS parents 
with promising children in Europe 
(and elsewhere with similar situa- 
tions) are compelled to a choice: 
either place the future of their 
children in the balance (also their 
Church future, because later on the 

children will blame i t  on the Church 
if they fail at school), or pass for 
being rebellious (and also their 
children will be ill-considered by 
some of the zealous inquisitors of 
the seminary program). 

Our family could of course try to 
emigrate to Utah, where the child- 
ren enjoy a moderate and playful 
school life, where they have little 
homework, where mommy brings 
them by car in five minutes to 
seminary, probably next to the 
school, and where one can afford 
the luxury to argue about school 
credit for seminary. 
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