
Misunderstanding
Patriarchal Blessings
By Cecella Warner

"Who is allowed to write about
LDS church doctrine?" That is the
question the authors and publisher
of Understanding Patriarchal
Blessings have asked themselves.
The LDS best seller is a compilation
of addresses, essays, and official
Church guidelines and statements
concerning patriarchal blessings
and is the first publicati- to col-
lect such information. A[ hors
Clayton Brough and Thomas
6rassley give no commentary or
interpretation. Nor are there any
quotations from actual blessings
because, says Brough, they wanted
to avoid aggravating an already
touchy subject. For example, a
book on patriarchal blessings by
John Lund was never released by
Nobel Press in Logan, Utah
because Church General Authorities
thought it too sensitive a topic.

Brough and 6rassley spent some
six years researching and rewriting
drafts of the book which was pub-
lished in 1984 by Horizon. Brough
says he was "shocked" when about
a month later, he received a
request from the LDS church Copy-
rights and Permission Office to
withdraw the book and discontinue
sales because of alleged copyright
violations. "We thought we’d done
our homework," explains Brough.
"After prayer, fasting, and
research, we felt good about the
book doctrinally and profession-
ally." Brough maintains every
quote from Church publications is
also found in a secondary source
such as a 6eneral Conference talk
or other public speech. Conference
Reports were not copyrighted until
the mid-1970s. By 1976, the Fair

Use doctrine was passed, permit-
ting authors to quote, within limits,
from copyrighted materials.

The Church, however, insisted
Brough’s "judgement of fair use
was incorrect." They said, "no
copyright notice is required on
Church materials with a ’limited
distribution.’"

Brough did quote portions of
three official Church handbooks
published exclusively for Church
patriarchs. But, says Brough, the
handbooks were not "limited" in
distribution, as literally thousands
have been distributed nationwide.
Moreover, the books were not
copyrighted as required by law, and
his was fair usage of the materials.

In the meantime, Deseret Book,
the most prolific publisher of
Mormon literature, decided not to
carry Understanding Patriarchal
Blessings until the dispute was
settled.

In March, according to Brough,
all parties concerned met and pre-
sented their arguments. Brough
and Horizon Publishers produced a
document titled, "Observations of
Copyright Law and the Role of the
Church Copyright Office." "It
brought the Church up to date,"
says Brough, and it "provided an
opportunity to substantiate our
claim that the book was not in vio-
lation and the charges should be
dropped."

A compromise was reached as a
result of the meeting; Brough would
change the footnotes on some
seven pages from references to the
official Church publications titled,
Handbook for Stake Patriarchs,

Information and Suggestions
for Patriarchs, and Patriarchs in
Israel. These footnotes in the new
edition now refer to a secondary
source, which happens to be
"Statements in Church Publications
about Patriarchal Blessings" by
Clayton Brough, written in 1983.

The settlement, according to
Brough, is "very satisfactory." He
believes the incident sets a prece-
dent for future authors. "The
sources are no longer dried up,"
says Brough. "An author doesn’t
have to ask for permission any-
more." Now, not just General
Authorities, but "members of the
Church can publish works about
Church doctrine."

Understanding Patriarchal
Blessings is now for sale at
Deseret Bookstores, and copies of
"Observations of Copyright Law
and the Role of the Church Copy-
right Office" are available from
Horizon Publishers.
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Unnamed Source
Announces Valuable
Historical Document
While Church members are still
assimilating the information in the
recently disclosed letters from
Martin Harris and Joseph Smith,
new reports suggest that there is
more to come. According to articles
published in the Salt Lake
Tribune and Los Angeles Times,
the First Presidency’s vault con-
tains a contemporary account in
which the golden plates were first
revealed not to Joseph but to his
brother Alvin.

The account is supposedly con-
tained in a history of the Church
written by Oliver Cowdery, whom
Josel)h Smith designated as the
Church’s first historian. Apparently
referring to this document, Joseph
Fielding Smith once wrote:
’"lhe earliest records of the Church
are in the handwriting of Oliver
Cowdery. He acted as scribe and
recorder, generally, in the first con-
ferences of the Church." Cowdery’s
records, wrote Smith, "are
invaluable."

Most historians would agree. A
contemporary account by Cowdery
of the restoration of the gospel
would throw new/.ighth on the ori-
gins of the Chu~c However,
Cowdery’s record has been remark-
ably elusive. Although President
Smith wrote in the 1920s that "we
have on file in the Historian’s Office
the records written in the handwrit-
ing of Oliver Cowdery," the Church
has never formally stated that they
possess the document. No
researcher has ever studied it, nor
is any copy of its text known to
exist. Now, an individual (who has
remained anonymous in order to

protect his Church standing) says
that he has seen the Cowdery his-
tory in the First Presidency’s vault.

According to this source, whom
the Times calls "highly reliable,"
the Cowdery history is a small
volume between one-half and
three-quarters of an inch thick with
a leather spine and marbled card-
board covers. The pages, he said,
are lined. In Cowdery’s account the
golden plates are revealed by a
salamander who appears three
times, once to Alvin and twice to
Joseph Smith.

"1 don’t remember the exact
wording, but it said that Alvin
located the buried gold with his
seer stone. I remember clearly that
it was not a private venture. Alvin
had other people with him, includ-
ing Joseph Smith." The Tribune
report claims that the history reads
in part, "A taunting Salamander
appeares to Alvin and prevents him
and his companions from digging
up the gold plates." The source
said that he came forward with his
report because the Cowdery history
supports the evidence of Smith’s
involvement with magic found in
the Martin Harris letter and the
1825 Joseph Smith letter.

Church spokesman Jerry Cahill
had little to say by way of clarifica-
tion. "1 presume [it is] in the pos-
session of the First Presidency," he
said, because the history was not
in the historical department
archives. Cahill said he would not
ask whether the Cowdery history is
kept in the First Presidency’s vault.

"1 don’t intend to respond to

every report or rumor of docu-
ments in the First Presidency’s
vault," Mr. Cahill told the Salt
Lake Tribune. "1 have no idea if
the history is there, nor do I intend
to ask. I can’t have my life ordered
about by rumors. Where does it
end?"

The impact of all this is uncer-
tain. The source told the Los
Angeles Times he doubted that
the information in the Cowdery his-
tory would cause the Church lead-
ers to rewrite the official account
of the revelation of the golden
plates. "There is a propensity to
keep things the way they are," he
said. "Dutiful Mormons would say
that after Alvin died, the angel
came to Joseph and told him what
to do." Historian Ron Walker said,
"If we found out that Alvin is
involved, it would not be surpris-
ing. There is evidence that Smith
family members were up on Hill
Cumorah digging before 1823."

In her book Mormonism: The
Story of a New Religious Tradi-
tion, historian Jan Shipps suggests
that the plates were sought not by
Joseph alone but by his family.
Shipps reached this conclusion
after studying the history of the
early Church by Lucy Mack Smith,
which was later revised by Church
leaders.

"That the prophet was Joseph
was almost coincidental; it might
have been Alvin or Hyrum just as
well, for the book is concerned with
presenting the credentials, both
religious and secular, of the fam-
ily," wrote Shipps. In the unrevised
version of Lucy Mack Smith’s his-
tory, she continued, "constant ref-
erence is made to the plates having
been in the possession of the
Smiths, rather than to Joseph’s
having had them."

Any final answer to the question
will have to wait on a study of the
complete Cowdery history, as well
as a clear statement on its
whereabouts.
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"Godmakers
for Libel
/n the two years since its release,
the film The Godmakers has pro-
voked strong reactions from
Mormons, non-Mormons, and anti-
Mormons alike. While some see it
as a timely expos~ of the dangers
of Mormonism, most people regard
it as inflammatory and inaccurate.
Now, in a move that is likely to
gain further notoriety for their film,
its producers filed a twenty-five-
million-dollar suit against a wide
array of groups and individuals for
criticizing their movie.

The suit was filed last February
in Los Angeles Superior Court by
Cult Conspiracy Film Associates. It
names as defendants the LDS
church, the National Conference of
Christians and Jews, the B’nai
B’rith Anti-Defamation League, and
various individuals. The plaintiffs
allege that criticism of The God-
makers by these groups was in-
accurate and hurt their business by
discouraging rentals and
distribution.

The Godmakers has received
harsh criticism from a variety of
quarters. Although the film has
been shown by some religious
groups, particularly fundamentalist
Protestant ministers, the National
Conference of Christians and Jews
has urged clergy not to show it on
grounds that the movie’s portrayal
of Mormonism is misleading, and
that its attitude conflicts with
American values of ecumenicalism
and mutual respect.

In a statement released from
their Phoenix office, the NCCJ said:
"The film does not, in our opinion,
fairly portray the Mormon Church,
Mormon history, or Mormon belief.
It makes extensive use of ’half-
truth,’ faulty generalizations,
erroneous interpretations, and sen-
sationalism. It is not reflective of
the genuine spirit of the Mormon
faith."

In an equally strong statement
from B’nai B’rith, regional director
Rhonda Abrams said: "Had a simi-
lar movie been made with either
Judaism or Catholicism as its
target, it would immediately be
denounced for the scurrilous piece
that it is. I ~ncerely hope that peo-
ple of all faiths will similarly repu-
diate The Godmakers as defama-

"Sues

tory and untrue, and recognize it
for what it truly represents--a
challenge to the religious liberty of
all."

By and large, the LDS church has
had little to say about the movie.
When it was shown last January
over WCFC, a Christian UHF station
broadcasting over channel 38 in the
Chicago area, the station invited
the North Shore First Ward to send
a Mormon representative to
respond. Stake president Willard
Barton sent Craig Carpenter and
Ron Peterson to defend the Church
in a ninety-minute panel discussion
following the movie. The debate
was at best inconclusive. Ed
Decker and [)ave Hunter, the co-
authors of the book The God-
makers quickly shifted the discus-
sion away from the question of the

accuracy of The Godmakers and
onto the question of the legitimacy
of Mormon theology. In I~;alifornia,
Van Nuys Stake Mission President
Robert Starling has writt,en to min-
isters in the area and urged them
not to run the movie. However, the
Church’s First: Presidency, has made
no statement on the matter.

For all the controversy the film
has generated, no one has yet
threatened the film’s producers
with either legal or punitive action
to prevent them from showing their
product. In an interview, Robert
Starling (named as one of the
defendants by Cult Conspiracy Film
Associates in their lawsuit) says he
believes the suit was filed primarily
to generate publicity. He ~]lso notes
the suit focuses on the economic
harm allegedly done to CCFA by
the defendants. By presenting their
suit in these terms, he says, the
film-makers simply demonstrate
they have "turned religious perse-
cution into a business."

A date for the hearing has not
been set.

Faction Opposes B YU
Jerusalem Center
With construction permit in hand since
1977, Mormon church-owned Brigham
Young University broke ground last
January for the new, multi-million dol-
lar student complex in Jerusalem.
Within weeks, however, Orthodox Jews
began protesting: "The Mormons are
here 1Io convert us!"

As many as 30,000 people at one time
have participated in the mass pray-ins,
marclhes, L[)S Church Office Building
picket lines and Western Wall vigils.
Recently a biblical technique was ap-
plied as protesters stomped around the
center "Jericho-style" in an effort to
bring down the walls. So far, the pro-
tests have not stymied construction.

All the while, L[)S church leaders and
BYU officials maintain they gained
support and approval to construct the
center from the Foreign Ministry, the
Education Ministry, and the Ministry of
the Interior under the Begin govern-
ment. Further, the Jews have the verbal
and written guarantee that the Mormons
will abstain from proselytizing. The
center is "a legitimate extension of
BYU," wrote the center’s resident direc-
tor, [)avid Galbraith to the Jerusalem
Post. "We clearly distinguish between
academic endeavors and missionary
work. The student regulations of the
Jerusalem Center prohibit proselyting

activities of any kind." Moreover,
Galbraith notes, in BYU’s eighteen-year
presence in Israel, only two or three
families were baptized into the L[)S
church--and those cases began in the
United States. Also, two teenagers
joined the Church though not as a
result of proselyting. They later
returned to Judaism, 6albraith reports.
Says BYU spokesman Paul Richards,
"Not one Jew has been conw,~rted as a
result of the activities of our center. We
are not there to do missionary work. I
don’t know what else we can to to con-
vince them. They refuse to believe us."

The opposition is spearheaded by
Yad L’Achim, or "Hand to Brothers,"
an ultra-Orthodox organization dedi-
cated to combating Christian mission..
ary efforts in Israel. ¥ad L’Achim leader
Moshe Poruch outlined several reasons
for protesting the Mormon presence in a
letter to the editor of the Jerusalem
Post, "Why have they published a
secret ’Missionary Training Manual for
Use in the Jewish Proselyting Pro-
gramme’? Why have they prepared
their ’bible’ (The Book of Mormon) in
Hebrew? Why do they publish pamphlets
by and for Jews advocating Jewish con-
version and distorting Judaism? Why
do [they] hold religious services on
Saturday, rather than on Sunday (their
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normal practice in every other country)?"
The Mormon church makes no secret

of its missionary zeal, though history
shows past efforts to proselyte Jews
have been quite unsuccessful.

New York’s Jewish community was
targeted in the 1920s and 30s to no
avail. In the 1950s, LDS Apostle LeGrand
Richards hesitantly approved the experi-
mental Jewish Missions, which in-
volved at least six cities in the western
United States. The program was short
lived. Today, "Jewish Culture" classes
are taught weekly at the Missionary
Training Center in Provo, Utah. The pro-
gram acquaints missionaries with Jew-
ish society, beliefs, and terminology.

At least five missions have included
Israel. The last "active" one, the Near
East Mission, (formed from the Palestine-
Syria Mission), was dissolved in 1951.
The Holy Land is now part of the Inter-
national Mission.

,Admittedly, pamphlets, lesson manu-
als and Hebrew copies of the Book of
Mormon have been published. But the
Church maintains the now-defunct
manuals were used only in the U.S. The
Hebrew Book of Mormon is also out of
print.

Considering these grounded efforts,

why do these ultra-Orthodox Jews feel
so threatened? Yoseph Goell, in his
article in the June 7 Jerusalem Post,
explains, "On the Jewish side, it is cer-
tainly not only a question of the loss of
one third of the Jewish people in the
Holocaust. Judaism’s contact with
Christianity... has always involved
determined Christian attempts to com-
pel Jews to convert. This basic Chris-
tian approach was stepped up after the
Crusades 900 years ago, and reached
its height during the Spanish Inquisi-
tion .... In the nineteenth century
hundreds of thousands of European
Jews converted to... Christianity as a
condition for making it in a Europe
slowly opening up to Jewish emancipa-
tion. This memory has remained deeply
embedded in the collective Jewish
psyche. While it is chiefly the ultra-
Orthodox who are paranoid about mis-
sionaries, it would be fair to say all
Jews are extremely sensitive on the
subject and do not accept the question
of conversion as merely a matter of
individual freedom of choice."

In fact, laws in Israel prohibit mis-
sionary activity in cases where "unfair"
methods are used. Jewish law forbids
conversion for "material reward."

Mormons believe conversion is a
matter of free agency. LDS doctrine
specifies every nation, kindred, tongue
and people will hear and have a chance
to accept the gospel of Jesus Christ. In
the twentieth century this has meant
prospective missionary work among
Blacks, Communists, and Jews.

In the nineteenth century, however,
Mormon affinity for and interest in
Jews did not translate into proselyting
activity. Orson Hyde was sent by Joseph
Smith to the Holy Land in 1841--not to
convert but to "converse with the priests,
rulers, and elders of the Jews and ob-
tain from them all the information pos-
sible" regarding the the literal gathering
of the ten tribes in Jerusalem, which
Mormons would supervise. Joseph Smith
thus recognized the important role the
Jews were to play in the Second Com-
ing. An 1842 Times and Seasons edi-
torial praised the House of Israel as
unique and distinctive and decried mis-
sionary efforts to convert Jews.

Does this mean the Mormon church
is coming full circle? Perhaps Jewish
discomfort with the Mormon presence
in Israel would be pacified were the
Church to clarify and reaffirm its nine-
teenth century position.

First D. C.
Symposium Held
By Val Holley

The first-ever Washington, D.C.,
Sunstone Symposium convened on
Friday, May 17, just as the pillars
of early Mormon history were
rocked by an academic earthquake.
Only days earlier, Church head-
quarters had released letters by
Martin Harris and Joseph Smith
which demonstrate the Prophet’s
involvement with folk magic and
money-digging as a young man
(see SUNSTON~., June 1985, p. 36).
These documents prompted a
number of related comments by
symposium speakers and even
generated entrepreneurial oppor-
tunity: Bruce Furr, proprietor of the
new enterprise, "Salamander
Sales," offered for sale tie tacks,
stick pins, and pendant charms in
the form of small salamanders,
available in sterling silver or
fourteen-carat white gold.

The conference opened with
Hugh Nibley’s keynote speech
entitled, "Looking into a Hypo-
cephalus: Connections Every-

where." Addressing a crowd of
over 600, Dr. Nibley chose not to
discuss the coming forth of Mormon
scriptures saying, "We don’t study
Joseph Smith; he’s dead. We study
what he gave us." It is "no matter
how, where, or why we got [the
scriptures produced by Joseph
Smith], but what they tell us." From
there he proceeded to compare fac-
simile number two in the Book of
Abraham with other extant
hypocephali.

Saturday’s sessions began with
a plenary address by former
Church Historian Leonard
Arrington entitled, "A Portrait of
Brigham Young," which was
warmly received by the audience.
After that, symposium attenders
were forced to choose among
numerous concurrent sessions

One such session featured a dis-
cussion of "What the Author Had in
Mind: Text vs. Context in Modern
Scripture" by Kira Pratt Davis.
Drawing on examples from both

literature and scripture, Davis ana-
lyzed three different approaches to
discovering the meaning of a piece
of writing: examining the author’s
opinion, examining the text itself,
or examining the opinions of the
text’s audience.

Following her presentation,
Anthony Hutchinson looked at
"Prophecy, Fulfillment, and Faith"
and challenged the view that
prophecy consists of a television-
like look into future events.
Hutchinson, a Ph.D. candidate in
biblical studies at Catholic Univer-
sity, disputed traditional under-
standings of prophetic events in
the Bible, Book of Mormon, and the
Doctrine and Covenants. "1 do not
say that God cannot reveal the
future to his prophets, only that
there is no indication that he has
ever done so," Hutchinson
explained. "Don’t confuse me with
Korihor."

In another session, Richard
Sherlock discussed the role of "The
Book of Mormon as the Word of
God." Noting problems in verifying
the book’s historical claims,
Sherlock recommended Mormons
develop a theology of scripture that
views the Book of Mormon as the
word of God without respect to its
historical content. In the response,

JULY 1985/SUNSTONE      3g



Brent Rushforth, former assistant
general counsel in the Department
of Defense, explained that he "per-
sonallv could accept it as an alle-
gory, or inspired story, given with
inspiration of the Lord--just like
Job." But if the Book of Mormon is
an allegory, that causes two prob-
lems. First, said Rushforth,
Mormons would have to give up
what they have been taught since
Primary, i.e., that Joseph Smith
translated the Book of Mormon
from plates of gold. Second, and
more importantly, the central epi-
sode of the Book of Mormon is the
appearance of the resurrected
Christ on the American continent.
Rushforth noted that certain parts
of the book "do fine on their own,
out of their historical connection"
and cited as examples Lehi’s dis-
course on opposition, King
Benjamin’s address, and doctrinal
sermons in Alma. But, he continued,
"if the ’Christ in America’ episode
has no connection with historical
fact, we’ve got problems because
the Book of Mormon is put forward
as a second witness of Christ."

The plenary luncheon session
featured a panel of speakers
pondering the "Pillars of [Their]
Faith." Meg Munk, author of the
first paper, was ill with cancer and
could not attend. Munk’s paper,
read by one of her friends, reflected
on the inevitability of death inter-
rupting her role as a mother. The
second speaker, Glen Clark, dis-
cussed the recently released letters
that link Joseph Smith with super-
natural salamanders and analyzed
the symbolism of serpents and
lizards in the Old Testament. He
said that in his opinion the sala-
mander was Joseph Smith’s sym-
bolic representation of the Angel
Moroni. Robert Fletcher followed
with a discussion of what it means
to be both a Mormon and a
scientist.

In an afternoon session, Keith
Norman asked, "Can Mormon
Cosmology Survive the Big Bang?"
He noted that Mormonism has
always denied the traditional
Christian ex nihilo doctrine, which
assumes that God created the uni-
verse from nothing, holding instead
that matter has always existed and
cannot be created. Norman
observed that recent discoveries in
theoretical physics make it increas-
ingly plausible that the universe
began as an incomprehensibly
immense burst of energy, or "big
bang." He concluded by asking

whether these scientific discoveries
are "God’s way of telling those who
haw; ears to hear" that this is how
creation occurred.

Or=e of the last concurrent ses-
sion,,.~; of the day featured Linda
King Newell, coauthor of the recent
Emrna Smith biography, Mormon
Enigma and coeditor of Dialogue:
A Journal of Mormon Thought.
Entitled "Women’s Reaction to
Early Mormon Polygamy," Newell’s
paper challenged traditonal myths
that have been put forth to justify
this institution. One such myth
aver,..~ that polygamy was imple-
mented to complete the latter-day
"restoration of all things." Newell
listed several Old Testament
practices--ceremonial obser-
vances, modes of dress, dietary
proscriptions--that were not re-
stored. Another myth, according to
Newell, explains that polygamy
was necessary to raise up a righ-
teous seed for the kingdom of God
on earth. Yet data show that there
were more children born per
woman in one-wife Mormon fami-
lies than in polygamous Mormon
families, said Newell. A third myth
asserts that there were not enough
men to go around. However, Newell
said, census records for Nauvoo,
Illinois and territorial Utah show
that tlhere were equal numbers of
men ,.~lnd women.

Explaining her motivations for
prese, nting the paper, Newell said,
"People kept asking me how I felt
about polygamy, after I published
the nonjudgmental, scholarly book
[on Emma Smith]. So I wrote it
dowry." She said she felt that those
who entered into polygamous mar-
riages did so with great faith under
almost impossible circumstances
and should be revered. "But--and
I’m SlI~eaking as a faithful
Mormon--I find very little in the
system [of polygamy] that would
come from a just and loving God."

Sp,,~aking at the closing banquet
session, historian Jan Shipps dis-
cussed "Joseph Smith and Magic."
She ~;aid sensitive historians could
reas~;ure devout Mormons that
magical and occult practices were
not disreputable but fell within "the
pale of early western New York
expe~,ience." Shipps said the key to
her own understanding of Joseph
Smith’s experiences with folk
magic is their relationship to
alchemy, the medieval science
of transforming base metals into
gold. As an illustration, she
related how her son, a

professional violinist, had been on
tour with the Cleveland Orchestra.
The tour’s program had become
routine and boring to the orches-
tra members, but in the middle of
a concert in a hot high school
gymnasium in New Zealand, a
sudden transformation came over
the musicians; the music became
charged with profound spiritual
feeling and many wept w~hile they
played. To Shipps, Joseph Smith’s
experiences were similarly trans-
formed: The salamander incident,
for example, was transformed into
a burning bush-like encounter, and
Martin Harris’s presentation of
Egyptian characters and their
translation to Professor ,~,nthon
was transformed into a fulfillment
of the prophecy in Isaiah
29:11-12.

In any religious organization,
Shipps said, there is a time lag
between the appearance of new
historical discoveries and accep-
tance or canonization thereof. She
said it is very important to realize
that the letters were printed in the
Church News, and thus
acknowledged by Churcl~, hier-
archy. The First Presidency state-
ment that the Smith letter "does
not appear unusual in the context
of the times" indicates a "slight
shift" in Church position, said
Shipps, because previously the
Church held that only apostates
tell "money-digger stories" about
Joseph Smith, but now it accepts
that treasure-lhunting was
ordinary.

Shipps concluded by saying,
"To President Hinckley’s state-
ment that the letters have ’nothing
to do with the authenticity of the
Church,’ I say amen," because the
Church is "an established institu.-
tion" wherein "God is revealed to
the individual members.’"

Recent historical and scientific:
discoveries have indeed shown
that some traditionally held views
of Mormon history and doctrine
are, as Shipps averred, "not the
way it was," and the symposium
provided a forum for Mormons
who wanted to share the revised
foundations of their faith. Whether
the revisions stemmed from close
scrutiny of theoretical physics,
modern scripture, and the transla-
tion process, Mormon pollygamy,
or occult practices in early
Mormon history, the consensus
was that Mormonism can stand on
the fruits of its
principles.
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Wall Street Journal
Examines Mormons
and Gambling
How can a person survive in a
town dominated by gambling with-
out getting involved in the
industry?

]he answer, according to
authors Bob Gottlieb and Peter
Wiley, is: You can’t.

In a Wall Street Journal article
titled "Just Don’t Touch the Dice:
The Mormons of Vegas," Gottlieb
and Wiley, coauthors of America’s
Saints: The Rise of Mormon
Power, outline how the West’s
mr}st famous sin city and its gam-
bling activities have presented the
Mormon church with a complex
problem: how to be in the world but
not of the world, as Mormons
might describe the dilemma.

"Thousands of Mormons work
inside and outside the casinos
ernployed by and servicing the
gamblers," the article says. "Since,
in the Mormon belief structure,
success in this world--particularly
entrepreneurial success--is part of
the progression to the Celestial
Kingdom, church leaders are
among the most enterprising Las
Wsgans."

The tight-knit group of Mormons
who play a key role in running a
town known as the gambling
mecca of the world include state
Senate Majority Leader James
Gibson, his protege Robert
B~roadbent who currently serves in
the Reagan Administration as
Assistant Secretary of the Interior,
the mayor of North Las Vegas, four
o1: the seven Las Vegas City com-
missioners, the former mayor pro
tern, and the current head of the
Convention and Visitors’ Authority.

"The ties between these Mormon
leaders and the gamblers are sub-
stantial," the article says. "Mormon
figures have played crucial roles in
the Gaming Control Board and
Gaming Commission, the pivotal
regulatory agencies that have long
had a cozy relationship with the
in~dustry.

"Mormon lawyers and accoun-
tants have either worked for the

casinos or had casino executives
and businesses as their clients.
Mormon politicians have played
major roles in protecting and
promoting the gambling industry.
And several Mormons are top
executives within the casinos
themselves."

Some have become so inter-
twined with the gambling industry
that they have found it difficult to
avoid some of the shadier aspects
of the business, Gottlieb and Wiley
contend.

Richard Bunker, a Mormon
bishop, provides a case in point:
While Bunker was chairman of the
Gaming Control Board, he delivered
a sizable 1984 campaign contribu-
tion from a casino to his fellow
Mormon and close friend and ally
James Gibson. Gibson happened to
be supporting a certain tax plan
favored by the casino, Gottlieb and

Apparently all is not well in Zion.
That’s according to some two
hundred members of the Reorgan-
ized Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints who marched in
Independence, Missouri, on April 5
in opposition to the ordination of
women to the priesthood.

The demonstration was organized
by Concerned Mothers of Latter
Day Israel. Says spokeswoman for
the group, Francis Baker, "We wish
to demonstrate our belief in, and
support for traditional scriptural
patterns of ordination and priest-
hood structure, and to demonstrate
against the anti-Christian doctrine
and dictatorial controls and guide-
lines now being forced upon us.

"We want the restored church
with the beautiful and distinctive
doctrines returned to its former
state."

Women were given the priest-
hood in April of last year after
approval from church delegates.
The church will actually begin the
ordinations in November of 1985.

Wiley’s article says.
Less influential Church members

are warned not to accept jobs in
casinos as dealers or cocktail wait-
resses at the risk of losing their
temple recommends. This policy is
designed to protect members from
direct contact with the gambling--
to keep them from "touching the
dice," as the Mormon mayor of
North Las Vegas, James Seastrand,
put it.

But the same restrictions that
prevent rank-and-file Church
members from taking jobs in close
proximity with the action on the
casino floor do not seem to apply
to executives, accountants, and
others who might own or partici-
pate in the management of the
same establishments.

"Like other conservative reli-
gious groups, the Mormon Church
is wedded, almost doctrinally, to
entrepreneurialism. In Las Vegas,
gambling is the ultimate form of
enterprise," the article concludes.

"When the temple gets built in
the Land of Money, the synthesis of
religion and entrepreneurialism will
be complete. And in this case,
church members, at least the
better-employed ones, have
decided to be both of the world and
in the world."

The policy change, or revelation,
has been canonized in the Doctrine
and Covenants as section 156.

According to Sharon Knapp of
the RLDS Public Relations Commis-
sion, the protesters do not repre-
sent the majority of the church
membership, and the reaction to
the priesthood revelation has been
generally positive.

Says Knapp, "This new step by
the church represents one of the
important ways the church is try-
ing to respond to the divine call to
be in the forefront of those
organizations and movements
which are recognizing the worth
and equality of persons."

A long with the Gideon Bible,
copies of the Book of Mormon are
being placed in hotels in Michigan
and Florida.

Two members of the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints, who represent the
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Valley Property Management Com-
pany have organized and financed
the project. Brace K. Case and Rod-
ney W. Sabourin have furnished
some 700 rooms in four hotels with
missionary copies of the Book of
Mormon.

"This is one of the few items we
don’t mind the guests taking," says
Case.

As of July 1, 1985, religious organ-
izations in Utah will no longer
receive a discount on their tele-
phone bills.

Utah is one of the last states to
change the policy which has been

reducing monthly telephone rates
for churches by up to fifty percent
since 1969.

Mountain Bell in Denver decided
the subsidy was unfair to the rest
of their ratepayers and approached
the Utah Public Service Commis-
sion 1:o request the change in the
rate stru ctu re.

The new policy affects only reli-
gious meetinghouses and not
administrative offices, which have
always paid full business rates.

When asked how this will affect
LDS church budgets, spokesman
Jerry Cahill explained the money
will come out of each ward’s
budget for their own meetinghouse.

LDS Legislators
Rated
By Alice AIIred Pottmyer

At the end of each session of
Congress, a number of lobbying
groups in Washington, D.C., publish
voting records for each of the 530
legislators and rate them according
to their stands on issues of interest
to the group. In both the 98th
Congress and the current 99th Con-
gress, twelve members listed an
affiliation with the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, as
recorded by Americans United for
Separation of Church and State.
SUNSTONE has gathered the vote
ratings for these Mormon represen-
tatives from ten different lobbying
groups representing a wide range
of interests.

The Mormon members of the 98th
Congress (1983-84) were Sen. Jake
Garn (R-UT), Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-
UT), Paula Hawkins (R-FL), George
Hansen (R-ID), James Hansen (R-
UT), Cecil Heftel (D-HI), Dan
Marriott (R-UT), Howard Nielson (R-
UT), Ronald Packard (R-CA), Harry
Reid (D-NV), Norman Shumway, (R-
CA), and Morris Udall (D-AZ).

The number of Mormons has
remained the same for the past two
congressional sessions, but there
are two new Mormons in the 99th
Congress. With the November 1984
election, former Utah Lt. Governor
David Monson replaced Dan
Marriott, who did not seek reelec-
tion, and Ricks College professor

Richard Stallings narrowly
defeated George Hansen in Idaho’s
Second District. The scores from
the various groups are from the
98th Congress and thus include
Marriott and George Hansen.

Mormons generally have a repu-
tation for being conservative
Republicans. However, Udall,
Heftel., Reid, and Stallings are
Democrats. The rating organiza-
tions considered the five from Utah
conservative, but in the 98th Con-
gress, George Hansen of Idaho was
clearly the most conservative. Lib-
eral groups gave him zeros, and
conservative groups 100. His score
of 82 from the National Taxpayers
Union was the second highest
House score in the 98th Congress
from that group.

Sen. Hawkins is considered a
conse~rvative, but her stand on the
issues, reflects the views of her
constiituents. In May she was one
of four Republican senators to vote
against the President’s budget. The
Senate version of the budget was
heavy on defense, but called for a
one-year cost-of-living (COLA)
freeze on Social Security, which
was not a popular thing in Florida
with its large retired population.
President Reagan did not hold
much of a grudge. On Memorial
Day wreekend he went to Florida
and attended a fund raiser for

Hawkins’s 1986 reelection
campaign.

LDS Democrats generally
received moderate scores. If any-
thing, the voting records of the
twelve indicate that Mormon legis.-
lators are conservative to moder-
ate, do not always follow Church
leaders (see sidebar), are more
diverse outside of Utah, and are lis-
tening to "their folks back home."

The ratings of each group are
shown in the accompanying chart.
The ten selected rating groups are::

Americans for Constitutional
Action. ACA is concerned about
the movement of American society’
toward socialism. The group
focuses primarily on economic,
foreign, and defense issues. It
favors the MX missile and a bal-
anced budget and opposes busing
and the nuclear freeze.

Americans for Democratic
Action. ADA backs legislation to
reduce economic inequality, pro-
motes international human rights,
and wants to curtail defense spend-
ing. It supports the Voting F{ights
Act extension and the nuclear
freeze. It opposes the balanced
budget amendment, the MX, and
cuts to the food stamp program.

American Association of
University Women. AAUW is a
national organization that favors a
nuclear freeze and equal opportun-
ity in education. AAUW oposes the
MX and tuition tax credits.

American Secruity Council.
ASC feels that American security is
preserved by developing and main-
taining large weapons systems to
achieve strategic military superior-
ity. It favors the MX, neutron wea-
pon development, and aid to El
Salvador and Chile. It opposes the
nuclear freeze.

Chamber of Commerce. C of C
is a voice for organized business. It
supports balancing the budget and
easing sanctions against hiring
illegal aliens. It opposes a public
service jobs program.

Christian Voice. CV looks at
which issues have moral signifi-
cance to the family. It opposes
school busing, the Legal Services
Corporation, and abortion. It favors
school prayer, capital punishment
for certain crimes, and religious
equal access.

League of Conservation
Voters. LCV lobbies for legislation
and executive action favoring the
environment. They are for the
Superfund, a larger EPA bu~;Iget,
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and the Clean Air Act. They are
against federal subsidies for tem-
porary nuclear waste storage and
federal coal lease sales.

National Women’s Political
Caucus. NWPC supports the Civil
Rights Restoration Act, federal
child care support, aid to divorced
military spouses, and other issues
of concern to women and children.

National Taxpayers Union.

NTU fights big government by try-
ing to curb government spending
and by promoting a balanced
budget.

The Committee for a Sane
Nuclear Policy. SANE works for
peace and nuclear disarmament
and is currently working actively
for peace in Central America. It
opposes the MX missile, chemical
weapons, and military buildup in
general.

Senators
Jake Garn (R-UT) 100 0 40 100 95 100
Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 100 10 9 100 83 92
Paula Hawkins (R-FL) 70 25 20 90 74 92
Representatives
George Hansen (R-ID) 100 0 0 100 100
James Hansen (R-UT) 100 0 11 100 81
Cecil Heftel (D-HI) 33 42 75 29 45
Dan Marriott (R-UT) 85 5 27 100 82
Howard Nielson (R-UT) 100 0 18 100 81
Ronald Packard (R-CA) 95 0 27 100 75
Harry Reid (D-NM) 14 75 73 40 38
Norman Shumway (R-CA) 100 0 10 100 81
Morris Udall (D-AZ) 10 85 89 11 40

5 9
11 9
61 36

5O 0
45 0
35 0

IO0 0 0 82 0
100 21 0 69 0
30 58 67 32 53
100 12 22 47 0
100 17 11 71 0
100 15 11 54 0
25 .82 78 19 38
100 16 0 73 0

0 84 100 20 69

THE CHURCH AND
LEGISLATORS

In the last few years, leaders
of the Mormon church have
spoken out against two major
political issues--the ERA and
the MX missile.

The ERA last came before the
U.S. House of Representatives in
1983. Seven of the nine House
members who listed an LDS affil-
iation voted against it: G. Hansen,
J. Hansen, Marriott, Nielson,
Packard, Reid, and Shumway.
Udall and Heftel were both ERA
cosponsors and voted for it. The
amendment fell six votes short
of the two-thirds majority it
needed to pass.

In the March 1985 MX missile
funding vote in the Senate, all
three LDS Senators, Garn, Hatch,
and Hawkins voted for funding.
In the House, six LDS legislators
voted for MX funding: Hansen,
Monson, Packard, Reid,
Shumway, and Nielson. Stallings,
Heftel, and Udall took the
Church’s position on the MX.

Ricks College President Bruce C.
Hafen has been named dean of
Brigham Young University’s
J. Reuben Clark Law School. Hafen
leaves the Idaho-based, LDS
church-owned college after six
years as president.

BRUCE C. HAFEN
Under Hafen’s administration,

student enrollment at the school
reached over 6,000 making Ricks
the nation’s largest private two-
year college.

Hafen helped establish the Clark
law school at BYU while he was a

presidential assistant to Dallin
Oaks. He has continued his teach-
ing and research activities at BYU
on a part-time basis. At present ................
Hafen serves as a member of the
Commission of Colleges of the
Northwest Association of Schools
and Colleges and is president of
Independent Colleges and Universi-
ties. He is also an Associate for the
Center on Religion and Society, a
conservative group which exam-
ines the sociological role of religion
as seen by leaders in the religious
community. In 1982, he was a con-
sultant to recently resigned Secre-
tary of Education T. H. Bell in
Washington, D.C.

Hafen, his wife Marie, and their -
seven children plan to move to
Provo in August as Hafen will
assume his post as dean this
September.

REX E. LEE

Former U.S. solicitor general Rex E.
Lee has accepted an endowed pro-
fessorship at Brigham Young Uni-
versity to begin this fall. He will
teach a one-week class at the J.
Reuben Clark law school then will
return periodically throughout the
academic year 1985-86.

Since his resignation as solicitor
general effective June 1, 1985, Lee
has joined the Washington, D.C.,
office of the Chicago-based law
firm, Sidley and Austin.

Lee was appointed dean of the
Clark law school when it was
founded in 1972. From May 1975 to
January 1977 his tenure was inter-
rupted when he served as assistant
attorney general, head of the Civil
Division in the U.S. Department of
Justice. In 1981, he left BYU to
become the nation’s highest-
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ranking advocate. He and his staff
of twenty-three lawyers repres-
ented the federal government in the
Supreme Court.

Lee was criticized often during
his four years as solicitor general.
Liberals argued that Lee was turn-
ing the Supreme Court to the right.

Conservatives, on the other hand,
accused Lee of being too liberal on
such Republican platform issues as
abortion and voluntary school
prayer.

Lee and his family will reside in
the Washington, D.C., area for at
least another year.

Anti-Mormons: Then
and Now
SECRET HISTORY: A TRANSLATION OF VOR TIDS MUHAMED
JOHN AHMANSON.
TRANS. GLEASON L. ARCHER
MOODY PRESS, 1984, 179 PP.

Reviewed by Davis Bitton

L et it be said immediately that
Secret History: A Transla-
tion of Vor Tids Muhamed

promises much more than it deliv-
ers. Originally published in Danish
in 1876, this book is not, as the
dust jacket proclaims, "an eye-
witness account of the rise of
Mormonism." Nor is it in any mean-
ingful sense a "secret" or an
"invaluable" history. Then why
review such a book? To answer
that question and thus understand
what is really significant about this
publication it is necessary to con-
sider the book from three different
points of view. First, what does the
book tell the student of history
about Mormonism in the nineteenth
century? Second, what does it
reveal about its author? And
finally, what does its publication in
the 1980s say about those who
promoted and financed the
undertaking?

To answer the first question we
must immediately distinguish
between those matters about which
John August Ahmanson was in fact
an eyewitness and those about
which he was decidedly not. We
learn some information about
Ahmanson from a court trial which
occurred when he was preaching
Mormonism in Norway. (See Gerald
M. Haslam, Clash of Cultures:
The Norwegian Experience with
Mormonism, 1842-1920 [Bern,
Switzerland: Peter Lang, 1984].) He
was apparently an illegitimate
child born in Sweden in 1827; he
served as an apprentice and

became a journeyman bookbinder
in Sweden; he moved to
Copenhagen, where he joined a
Baptist congregation. In the present
book, although some of the names
are garbled or slightly misspelled,
he gives a seemingly factual
account of the first Mormon mis-
sionaries coming to Denmark in
1850, the impression they made,
and the exportation of the message
to Norway. About such matters he,
as a convert who served as a mis-
sionary in both Denmark and
Norway, was indeed an
eyewitness.

Ahmanson’s brief account of the
Willie handcart company and the
deaths occasioned by the unusu-
ally early winter is also firsthand.
A brief description of Salt Lake City
in 1856 follows, but strangely with
a couple of paragraphs on the
present Tabernacle, which
Ahmanson could not have seen but
which by the time he published his
book he had heard about. In fact
his entire chapter on "The
Mormons in Utah" is a mixture of
fact and editorial comment. It is
highly important, therefore, to note
that the author stayed in Utah for
only four months. He did not go
through the Endowment House, for
example, but relied on hearsay. He
headed east in April 1857, "ready to
begin a new life again, with a sin-
cere desire to see once more the
charming, fertile islands of
Denmark." He made it only as far
as Omaha where he settled in 1859
and lived--as a grocer, a hardware

merchant, and finally a homeopa-
thic doctor--until his death in 1891.

In Omaha he filed a lawsuit
against Brigham Young, asking
that he be reimbursed for $900
worth of personal belongings
which had been stored in Devil’s
Gate during the overland crossing
and an additional $300 on the claim
that he had been "employed" as
captain and interpreter from
Liverpool to Salt Lake City. Even-
tually, in 1864, the case was settled
out of court by a one-thousand dol-
lar payment. It was also in Omaha
in 1876 that he published
"Mohammed of Our Time," proba-
bly intending the book (could it
even have been solicited?) to influ-
ence opinion against Brigham
Young during the John D. Lee trial
then taking place.

Chapters five through twelve of
Ahmanson’s book thus contain
nothing but secondhand reports.
Although Ahmanson was in the
Mormon church only seven years,
he continued to accumulate all the
information available in the periodi-
cal press and in anti-Mormon
books like John Hyde’s and T. B. H.
Stenhouse’s. Ahmanson includes in
his own book sections about
polygamy, endowments, Danites,
the Morrisites, and of course the
Mountain Meadows Massacre--a
laundry list of the standard anti-
Mormon fare of the 1860s and
1870s. Considered among the
numerous travel narratives and
descriptions of brief visits to
Territorial Utah which have sur-
vived, Ahmanson’s is near the bot-
tom in terms of precise observation
and insight.

But if the book fails to present a
reliable, firsthand treatment of
Mormonism, it does provide
instructive insight into its author.
What he was, obviously, was an
enthusiastic convert--the impres-
sion of the trial in Norway is of a
fire-and-brimstone Baptist lay
preacher who brought that style
into his Mormonism--who became
disillusioned and left the fold. Like
many others who felt impelled to
denounce their former faith,
Ahmanson was faced with a
dilemma. How could he explain the
fact that he had been taken in by
Mormonism in the first place? And
how should he describe his former
fellow-believers? As stupid dupes?
As rank sensualists? This would
not sound very convincing. Rather
Ahmanson followed what has
become the standard form of anti-
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Mormon autobiography, past and
present: sincere faith, good people,
outwardly Christian teachings on
the one hand; secret, evil ceremo-
nies, sinister conspiracies, and
immoral, wicked leaders on the
other. The writer presents himself
as having been taken in by the
good people, their obvious sincer-
ity, even the plausibility of the
Mormon message. But then he
finds out the truth, forthwith leaves
the fold, and now, motivated by
nothing short of humanitarian con-
cern for others, writes an expose.
John August Ahmanson was not
the first or the last to go through
this highly predictable sequence.

I wish I knew more about
Allmanson. Obviously he was
intelligent. He labored diligently as
one of the first missionaries in
Scandinavia. He seems to have
been effective enough as a leader
during the transoceanic voyage
and as one of the "captains" in the
ill-fated Willie handcart company.
What was it about Utah that most
disappointed him and led him to
depart? From what he says, it was
wealth in the possession of
Brigham Young combined with the
shocking doctrines heard in the
]abernacle--about blood
atonement, polygamy (though he
had learned of polygamy while he
was a missionary but "of course it
did not come into practical use in
Denmark"), the duty of absolute
obedience, Adam-God--that were
simply too much. Was there also
disillusionment at not receiving
sufficient attention? Did he face
harsh economic prospects like so
many others in the difficult winter
of 1856-57: We do not know. He
says he would have gone on to
California early in the year but
"because of the fearsome threats"
against apostates and heathens
decided instead to return to the
East with the large companies
"organized for mutual security."

Vor Tids Muhamed then is as
diisappointing as an autobiography
of an apostate as it is as history of
Mormonism in the nineteenth
century. Other books in the genre
are simply more detailed, more
colorful, more interesting, and even
more reliable. Instead Ahmanson’s
book is most significant for what it
tells us about the anti-Mormonism
of the 1980s. It seems that a
student named William Welty sent
a photocopy of the 1876 Danish
book to his professor, Gleason L.
Archer, at Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School in Deerfield, Illinois.

This professor decided to crowd its
translation into his busy schedule.
This he did "at the behest of" the
Fieldstead Institute, which had
received a microfilm copy of the
book as part of the papers of the
Ahmanson family, "with a directive
to have the book translated into
English for the purpose of scholarly
study." So the Institute "retained
the services" of the professor. I
think this might mean he got paid
to do the job, although it is not
clear just who did the initiating.

Now Gleason L. Archer is a
professor and a scholar. Of what?
Of biblical studies. He has
published an introductory textbook
about the Old Testament and
worked as an associate editor of
the significant Theological
Wordbook of the Old
Testament. "After I had got deeply
into Mr. Ahmanson’s narrative," he
writes, "1 realized that l was
looking at the most effective and
devastating expose of Mormonism
that I had ever seen." Query: How
many had he seen?

Archer is not so obtuse as to
miss the fact that "much of it may
be classed as hearsay evidence,"
but, he assures us, "the early date
of its publication serves to enhance
its credibility and trustworthiness
in a very significant way." He does
not hide his intention. If the work
had only been available sooner, "it
would unquestionably have
dissuaded multitudes of families
¯.. from being taken in by this
dangerous counterfeit of the
historic Christian faith." Even now
it may do much to warn
prospective converts and even
"those who have been reared in
that religion."

All this is pretty blatant. Its one-
sidedness might be recognized by
almost anvone. So to give evidence
of fairness, Archer enlisted the
cooperation of the following
"experts" on Mormonism: Chris
Alex Vlachos, the Rev. Wesley P.
Waiters, Dr. Walter Martin, and
Jerald and Sandra Tanner. Vlachos,
we are told, "Utilized the excellent
resources available in the library of
Brigham Young University for
research into both the accuracies
and the inaccuracies of the
allegations made by Ahmanson."
Quite a feat! The results of
Vlachos’s scholarship are
conveyed in one set of footnotes,
those marked by Arabic numerals.
If he had been assigned to supply
up-to-date documentation for
footnotes of this type in any

university class in historical
methodology and had turned in
what he gives here, the result
would be an unequivocal failing
grade. With the exception of
mentioning Juanita Brooks on the
Mountain Meadows Massacre and
J. LeRoy Anderson on the
Morrisites, most footnotes simply
cite the work of the Tanners. What
can always be safely assumed is
that any footnote citation or
comment will be negative. When
Ahmanson writes of polygamy that
divorces "naturally belong to the
order of the day in Utah," Vlachos
gratuitously remarks at the bottom
of the page that "Utah divorce
rates have been above the national
average in recent years."
Essentially this book is a repeat,
presented in a shiny new format, of
the anti-Mormon litany of the
Brigham Young era.

Since I cannot assume my own
attitude is known to everyone, let
me make it clear that I do not rule
out any of these problems as in-
appropriate for investigation. I do
not fault this present book for
mentioning them but rather for
treating them polemically and in
my view dishonestly. If that is true
of Ahmanson’s writing in the
nineteenth century, it is true a
fortiori of those who have now
published this book for a purpose
that is anything but scholarly.
Archer, having better things to do
with his time, has not been party to
this activity in the past; he seems
just recently to have got religion of
the anti-Mormon variety. But the
others on the team--Vlachos,
Martin, Waiters, the Tanners--are
well-known, as is of course the
Moody Press, publisher of the
Tanners and other anti-Mormon
polemical material.

This book is doubtlessly now
being sold in "Christian"
bookstores across the country and
along with other tracts at showings
of The Godmakers. Its main
significance is as one further
manifestation of current anti-
Mormonism, whose unofficial
motto is "the end justifies the
means."

DA VlS BITTON is professor of
history at the University of Utah
and coauthor of the book, The
Mormon Experience.
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Pickaxes Required
PREFACE TO FAITH:
A PHILOSOPHICAL INQUIRY INTO RLDS BELIEFS
PA UL ED WA RDS.
SlGNA TURE BOOKS, 1984, 107 PP.
Reviewed by Larry Conrad and Bob Mesle

p reface to Faith is a gold
mine; there is plenty of trea-
sure there, but the vein twists

and turns and seldom comes to the
surface. Pickaxes and hard work
will be required to mine it. It is a
masterpiece of neither clarity nor
wit. The lack of clarity and the
twisting and turning are hardly
surprising. Dr. Edwards is trying to
identify and analyze the common
metaphysical beliefs of a group of
people who (a) don’t have a com-
mon perspective; (b) would be
happy to sell you all of their meta-
physical beliefs if they only knew
what they were; and (c) neither
recognize nor much care about the
presence of massive contradictions
within those beliefs. How can you
be clear about that?

The barriers to clarity go deeper.
It often seems that Edwards has a
passion for making the form fit the
content. Is life inconsistent, con-
tradictory, confusing? Then let
descriptions of it reflect those
facts. Such a style has the addi-
tional advantages of disguising the
author’s own position and of en-
abling him to use images and jokes
which are so "inside" that only
very close friends have much hope
of catching them. Occasionally, this
can make for a brilliantly witty
article which can also illuminate
the darkness by showing it to be
dark.

Then why the lack of wit here?
The answer may be that Edwards
has written about something which
is really important to him. Perhaps
he cannot bear to treat it with his
usual disdain, even though the sub-
ject matter often deserves it.
Further, it is something so close to
his heart that he cannot be clear
about it without being clear about
himself. The result is an uncomfor-
table compromise between his
desire to help people understand
something he cares about and his
desire to avoid revealing his pri-
vate thoughts too clearly. The ten-
sion seems to weaken his usual gift
for barbed images (though there
are a few) without moving him to
entirely abandon his "make the

form fit the fact" style of
obscurantism.

There are a number of small
problems with the book, of which
only a~ few can be mentioned. When
dealing with inconsistent state-
ments on complex issues, it is
imperative to let the reader see
this. Yet even a careful reader is
likely to be confused by Edwards’
contradictory conclusions concern-
ing the church’s position.

Compare, for example, his state-
ments about the necessity of
human existence on pages 14 and
40. Alamo, he misquotes and perhaps
misunderstands at a couple of
places the report of the RLDS Basic
Beliefi~ Committee, Exploring the
Faith, published in 1970. On page
22 he rnisquotes page 14 of that
text, ~sing the word "revelations"
where it is of great theological sig-
nificance that the committee chose
to use the singular. The problem
does not seem to be merely typo-
graphical. And even if the error is
merely a slip in his own notes,
Edwards should have been alert
enough to the importance of this
difference to double check. Ironi-
cally it seems that he may also
have f.ailed to note changes in his
own father’s position (F. H.
Edwards) on creation ex nihilo.
But then little or no attention is
given Ihere to the work of RLDS
theologians writing since 1970.
Finally, page 8 is poor.

Despite these problems the gold
is worth mining. The book reflects
the author’s profound understand-
ing of both the LDS and RLDS tradi-
tions ~.=~nd the philosophical issues
discussed. It is true, after all, that
people do have views of reality
(metaphysical perpectives) whether
they know it or not. And those
views--however unconscious, con-
fused, and contradictory--do affect
their other beliefs and their behav-
ior. Those perspectives need to be
made explicit so that we can evalu-
ate them. Edwards does this, and
at times he even succeeds in bring-
ing the gold to the surface, writing
with a striking clarity which makes
us realize what the book could

have been like. See, for example,
pages 30, 38, 46, 49, 60, 70, 81. And
even in places where he is not very
clear, where mental picka;(es are
required, there are some treasures
buried, waiting for those willing to
do some of the author’s work for
him.

The concluding chapter, "Com-
mentary on Joseph Smith,"’ has an,
excellent beginning and enid, and a
very good middle. Edwards says
here some things which really need
saying about our private and com-
munal self-deceptions, and he says
them well. Again, this shows what:
the book could have been like had
he put his mind to the task of
clarity.

The middle section of the con-
cluding chapter is also good; it is
just devoted to a philosophical
issue crucial to Edwards but sure
to seem unimportant to most read-.
ers. This, however, is the case with
the entire book., and the disparity
between what Edwards is able to
see as important and what he
shows to be important is perhaps
the central problem of the text.
Paul Edwards is uniquely qualified
to undertake the important task
this book addresses, but h~ fails to
write in a manp.~er which will help
the less qualified reader (almost
everyone) see what he is saying or
why it matters. Nominalisn~ and
realism, particulars and u~iversals,
existence and essence, and espe-
cially idealism are categories
which say nothing to most people.
Yet they might have cast bright,
new light on both the LDS and
RLDS traditions~ (and also on the
author) if Edwards had only com-
mitted himself wholeheartedly to
that task. Unfortunately, perhaps.,
he could not illuminate the tradi-
tions or issues without disclosing
himself. And though we see more
of Paul Edwards here than in most
places, he is still largely hidden.

Suggestions: Read the opening
and closing pages of chapter 7,
then finish the chapter. Read the
"clear" parts listed above. Then
tackle chapters 4 and 5. If ~all goes
well, start at the beginning. If you
are willing to diig for the gold, you
may find a rich mine of insights
into the philosophical and religious
legacy of Joseph Smith.

LARRY CONRAD is pursuing a
master’s degree in theology at
Vanderbilt University.
BOB MESLE is an associal’e pro-
fessor of philosophy and religion at
Graceland College.
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ALEXANDER SCHREINER
REMINISCES
B Y ALEXANDER SCHREINER
PUBLISHER’S PRESS, 1984
$9.95, 177 PP.

By’ James Welch

Throughout this century the
name Alexander Schreiner has
been synonymous with the organ--
specifically, the Mormon Taberna-
cle organ in Salt Lake City. One of
the last of a certain kind of organ-
ist:s, Schreiner studied in Paris in
the 20s, played theater organ, and
appeared on literally thousands of
radio broadcasts. Today’s organ-
ists may well covet the profes-
sional experiences related in this
book. I personally have had the
privelege of knowing and studying
width Schreiner, and I am grateful to
those members of his family who
helped him prepare this book for
publication. Although these chap-
ters represent only a fraction of
Schreiner’s experiences, they are
nevertheless informative, entertain-
ing, and inspiring. It is also inter-
esting to observe which subjects
from his memoirs he chose to have
published.

The book is dedicated to
Schreiner’s fellow organists of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. After relating the story
of his family’s conversion to the
Church in Germany in 1903, he
expresses his deep convictions and
commitment to the Church for
which he has rendered a lifetime of
service. The music world has long
recognized Schreiner’s skill as an
organist and composer but may not
appreciate the fact that without his
family’s conversion and immigra-
tion to the United States, Schreiner
might never have become an organ-
ist at all.

Short chapters relate his earliest
experiences as a student, his
acquaintance with the Salt Lake
Tabernacle organists, his studies
with Widor and Vierne in 1925-26 as
a young man, his work as a Mor-
mon missionary in Southern Cali-
fornia; his appointment as Univer-
sity Organist at UCLA (where he
was chosen over several other "aca-
demic" organists in spite of his not
having an advanced degree), his sub-
sequent appointment to the Taberna-
cle post, travels with the Choir, and
descriptions of the various Taberna-
cle organs over the years.

Other vignettes presented de-
scribe his days as a theater organist
at Grauman’s Theatre in Hollywood
(where he must have developed
many of his trademark techniques)
and encounters with such personal-
ities as John McCormack, Edwin
Lemare, Werner von Braun, Rus-
sian Soyuz cosmonauts, and presi-
dents of the United States. He gives
his comments on music pedagogy
with a list of recommended basic
keyboard literature. Several of his
articles from The Diapason and
Clavier are reprinted, along with a
discography of his recordings and
a list of his publications.

The photos in the book with
Schreiner’s own captions are very
entertaining and provide a story ~;~
themselves. Reprints of letters from
dignitaries, honorary degrees,
press reviews, a concert itinerary
for one year (1944), and sample
programs all point to Schreiner’s
professional success.

In addition there are loving trib-
utes to his wife Margaret, proud
mentions of his children and
grandchildren, and detailed
accounts of Church-related expe-
riences. In site of his worldly
honors, it is apparent that he con-
siders his family and Church his
greatest treasures. One realizes
upon reading this short but fasci-
nating history that Schreiner is a
rare individual who has been suc-
cessful both in his personal and
professional life, leaving a rich
legacy to his family and Church
and great music for more listeners
throughout the world than perhaps
any other organist in history.

THE LONGEST DEBATE

BY CHARLES AND BARBARA
WHA L EN
SEVEN LOCKS PRESS, 1985,
$16.95, 289 PP.

By John Sillito

As Charles and Barbara Whalen
observe, prior to the 1960s the
rules of Congress often prevented
the passage of important legisla-
tion for social change. The passage
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
represents one of those rare
watershed moments when a pro-

foundly different course in Ameri-
can politics was charted. In the
case of this particular legislation,
years of "presidential timidity and
congressional indifference" were
shaken by dramatic events of civil
disobedience, by public outrage,
and by editorial demands; hence
"the president and the congress
were forced to deal with the
national disgrace of racial
discrimination."

Twenty years ago, ~,mericans
not only observed the drama of the
unfolding events in Washington but
joined in smaller debates within
their homes. I remember well my
grandfather, whose racial views
were vastly different from mine,
saying, "Change is coming, but it
will take the passing of old atti-
tudes like mine to bring it
about."

Drawing upon their Washington
expertise (he is a former con-
gressman and she a journalist) to
produce a detailed study which
should be of interest to scholars
and general readers alike, the
Whalens trace the legislative his-
tory of the bill from its introduction
to the signing by President
Johnson. At that point, surrounded
by civil rights leaders and legisla-
tive sponsors, LBJ basked in a
glory that neither Barry Goldwater
nor the war in Vietnam, which
seemed then so far away, could yet
tarnish.

But the main engineers of the bill
were Everett Dirksen, an "old
guard" Republican Senator from
Illinois whose behind-the-scenes
maneuverings assured cloture, and
Hubert H. Humphrey, the ebullient
and loquacious Minnesotan whose
day-to-day guidance of the bill
undoubtedly led to his nomination
for Vice President. Utah’s Ted
Moss, who along with Wallace F.
Bennett voted for the bill, mar-
veled "at the way he handled the
bill’s opponents .... he was astute
in the parliamentary process...
and knew what he needed and
could count noses."

The struggle for civil rights and
racial equality did not end with the
passage of this bill but is going on
still. In many ways, however, the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 was a firm
foundation for future generations
to build upon. And the story of its
passage is one that needs contin-
ual retelling.
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COUGAR TALES

B Y PA UL JA MES
RANDALL BOOK CO., 1984,
$7.95, 180 PP.

GREATEST MOMENTS IN BYU
SPORTS
BY BRAD ROCK AND LEE
WARNICK
BOOKCRAFT, 1984, $7.95, 184
PP.

By Jim Cartwright

These two books capitalize on
BYU’s surprising football season,
though much if not all of the writ-
ing of both books occurred before
BYU’s rise to the national
championship.

Paul James’s book is unified in
style and point of view. James
shares experiences with various
players and coaches he has
worked with during the twenty
years he has broadcast BYU bas-
ketball and football games. He
details the humorous experiences
he has had with the practical jok-
ers on various BYU teams, espe-
cially Steve Trumbo and Reed
Noble and shares experiences por-
traying more serious character
traits as well.

James also gives insight into the
broadcasting profession, highlight-.

CLASSIFIED ADS are 35¢ a word, paid in advance, with
a ten-word minimum. For a schedule of regular ad
rates and further information, write to Sunstone
magazine, 59 West 100 South, Salt Lake City, UT
84101, or call (801) 355-5926.

MORMON MISCELLANEOUS REPRINTS now avail-
able. 1. "Spaulding Manuscript Theory Then and
Now" by Lester Bush; 2. "The Writing of Joseph
Smith’s History" by Dean Jessee; 3. "The Early
Accounts of Joseph Smith’s First Vision" by Dean
Jessee; 4. "How to Study the Bible" by J. R.
Dummeiow; 5. "The Translators to the Reader" by
translators of the KJV. To order, send $1.50 each plus
50¢ postage to Mormon Miscellaneous, 8865 South
1300 East, Sandy, UT 84092.

MORMON MISCELLANEOUS NOTECARDS, an expanding
collection of notes, comments, and references to
cover the entire history of Mormondom, standard
works, noncanonical writings, gleanings from early
Christian writers and recent biblical scholars. Series
wilt include contributions from the files of many
Mormon scholars and researchers on topics of his-
tory, doctrine, polemics, statistics, current events,
Mormon, non-Mormon, anti-Mormon--in short, all
subjects from any source (both published and un-
published) in any way related to Mormonism. Note-
cards will be published in sets of 100 4x6 cards at
$6.00 per set. 800-1200 notecards will be published
per year. First two sets now available. To order, send
$6.00 to Mormon Miscellaneous, 1433 East 9175
South, Sandy, UT 84092.

THE JOHN TAYLOR PAPERS. Volume I. The Apostle;
Volume II, The President. Each $11.95, plus $1 ship-
ping. The inside story of a half century of war
between the Saints and the outside world. The last
pioneer tells it like it was. Samuel W. Taylor, 1954
Stockbridge Ave., Redwood City, CA 94061.

ing humorous, frustrating, and
embarrassing experiences. One of
these occurred in Fort Collins in
1974.. With five seconds remaining
in the football game, BYU held a six
point lead at 33-27 and owned the
ball, first and ten on their own
twenty. CSU recovered a fumble on
the next play, scored a touchdown
on tile last play of the game,
recei, ved an unsportsmanlike
penalty after the touchdown, and
so had to attempt the extra point
from the eighteen yard line instead
of the three. They missed the PAT.
Though the referee signaled the
kick wide, he also had to signal the
end of the game by holding the
football in both hands above his
head. The football, however, was in
the stands, so he came out toward
the middle of the field and raised
both hands above his head, which
the scorekeeper interpreted as
meaning the kick was good, giving
CSU .l~, one-point victory. He
changed the scoreboard accord-
ingly. Later the scoreboard was
changed back to reflect a tie, then
still later back to 34-33 for CSU.
James’s frustration came from not
know ing who won the game even
though he was announcing it. Peo-
ple from the wire services and the
netwcl, rks were telephoning him,
asking who had won, but he didn’t
know. It took about fifteen minutes
after the end of the game before

SALT LAKE SCHOOL OF THE PROPHETS MINUTE BOOK. 80
pages, illustrated. $5.00 postpaid. GRAFFAM
GRAPHICS, P.O. Box 2234, Palm Desert, CA 92261.
PRIVATE COLLECTION-- 19th Century Mormon Prints,
Books and Post Cards as well as large standard
Mormcn library--for sale. Call Robert Christian (215)
349-8059, or write, 406 S. 43rd St., Philadelphia, PA
19104.
SKETCIIING WITH A TECHNICAL PEN by Merle H.
Graffam 32 pages of pen and ink illustrations with
notes on technique. $5.00 postpaid. GRAFFAM
GRAPHICS, P.O. Box 2234, Palm Desert, CA 92261.
EXTENSIVE MORMON LIBRARY--Standard, fundamen-
talist, and anti-Mormon collection. Five-page index.
P.O. Be;( 187, Montrose, CA 91020.
THE PL,AYS OF RUTH AND NATHAN HALE. Available for
immediate performance. Encore Performance Pub-
lishing P.O. Box 692 Orem, UT 84057.
LDSF: MORMON SCIENCE FICTION, $4.95; Animals and
the Gospel, $200 Scott Smith, 2455 Calle Roble,
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360.
"SELECTED MANIFESTATIONS"--AII Temple Dedicatory
Prayers and nearly All Church Revelations not in the
D&C in ONE BOOK!! Call (415) 339-9674 or send SASE:
Sister Fleay, c/o 4770 Lincoln Avenue, Oakland, CA
94602.
COMMLINITY SERVICES COUNCIL. Our effort is to help
low ino)me, elderly, & handicapped people live inde-
pendently. Retired craftsmen-painters, plumbers,
carpenters, etc.--or anyone else interested. A mod-
est wage is negotiable. Caii Lowell Bennion or Ted
Keefer at 486-2136.212 West 1300 So., SLC, UT 84115.
USEO/RARE LDS BOOKS for sale. FREE UPDATED LIST.
We bu!l & sell. The Book Connection, Box 1, Provo,
Utah 8,~,603.

someone carried official ~vord from
the referees that the extra point
was not good and the gan~e had
ended in a tie.

Brad and Lee Warnick relate
some less known but highly impor-
tant milestones in BYU sports. For
old timers, perhaps the most nos-.
talgic is BYU’s first modern era
(post-1920) football victory over
Utah in 1942. ]hey give an interest-
ing account of BYU’s first NCAA
championship,, won by the 1981
golf team. The book contains chap-
ters on the two NIT championships
in 1951 and 1966 and on the foot-
ball victory over Texas A & M. Of
course, Rock and Warnicl~: retell the
recent famous victories as well: the
NCAA basketball victories over
Princeton, UCLA, and Notre Dame
in 1982 and the Miracle Bowl.

Like James’s book, the Rock-
Warnick book is a general book,
entertaining reading for a Cougar
devotee. However their book does
not have James’s consistency of
style. Moreover, the Rock-Warnick
book is not a carefull researched
history. In referring to the fact that
BYU had a football team before the
1920s, for example, Rock and War-
nick indicate only that the team
existed near the turn of the cen-
tury; they have not provided specif-
ics, apparently, because they ha\,e
not searched the question
thoroughly.

STILL SINGLE? No new faces? Cold shoulders but no
warm hearts? Try adw,=rtising yourself in SUNSTONE
PERSONALS! Rate is 35¢ per word paid in advance,
with a ten-word min,imum Call (801) 355-5926 or
send your ad to Stunstone, 59 West 100 South, Salt
Lake City, UT 84101.

To respond to an ad, ,’~end your letter to SUNSTONE
BOX... (fill in the box number), 59 West 100 South,
Salt Lake City, UT 84101. Your letter will be for-
warded to the lucky advertiser in question.

LOS PROFESSIONAL MAN, 49, 6’4", 240 Ib,’;., B.A., M.A.,
inveterate reader with eclectic interest,,~ seeks a tall,
attractive, sensitive, affectionate, (jood-figured
)rofessional female 30-40. Someone who craves

meaningful dialogue and communication, as I do.
Prefer never married, but will respond to all. Please
send photo, phone, will return. (Southe,’n California
area,) Reply to Box S..031.

MALE, 45, divorced, Ph.D. Mostly normal, sometimes
crazy, but always caring Looking for an open and
honest, independent, professional wor~an who has
almost worked through the guilt maze. Willing to
give lots of space. Smothering not wanted. I get to d,o
half of the cooking and you most of the driving.
Southern Utah camping, fishing in Idaho and no
)olyester part of any deal. (Salt Lake, Provo,
Ogden area.) Reply to Box S-011.

his vows of celiba;y for the righl Spi ua yJ
Maturated Maiden. I .am a former Green Beret wh~
has found peace in Prayer, Scholarship, and the Love
of Truth. Resume, Polygraph, & Photo L pon request.
(Southern California area.) Reply to Bo): S-046.
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