
Questions Continue to Cloud
Bombing Case, Document Deals
By Cecella Warner

The bombs which shook Salt Lake
City last October may well have been
heard around the world. The three
explosions were followed by a bar-
rage of media attention as reporters
vied for tips which would unravel the
story of the year. Feature stories,
investigative pieces, talk shows, and
interviews continue almost daily, but
in spite of the charges recently filed
by the Salt Lake County attorney’s
office, many still wonder: Who mur-
dered Steven Christensen and
Kathleen Sheets?

Both died on the morning of
October 15, 1985, when they picked
up motion-sensitive bombs. The
brown paper wrapped box placed in
the Sheets’ driveway was apparently
marked for Kathleen’s husband,
J. Gary Sheets, a former business
partner of Christensen’s.

The day of these murders, the
police announced they were pursuing
two possible connections between
the intended victims. Sheets was
chairman of the board of J. Gary
Sheets and Associates. Christensen
had recently resigned as executive
vice-president and director of that
company and its sister organization,
Coordinated Financial Systems (CFS),
a high-finance investment firm that
had recently fallen on hard times.
Police theorized perhaps one of the
many investors who lost money
planted the bombs out of revenge.

Police also initially noted that both
Sheets and Christensen funded au-
thentication tests and research into
the background of the so-called
"salamander letter," an 1830 docu-
ment in which Book of Mormon wit-
ness Martin Harris presents an un-
usual account of Joseph Smith’s
acquisition of the gold plates. The
manuscript also ties Joseph Smith to

treasure seeking. (See SUNSTONE, vol.
10 no. 1; vol. 10 no. 6.) The "sala-
mander connection" was fueled by
the fact that the Deseret News
received a bizarre phone call the day
of the first two bombings: An uniden-
tified man threatened death to
anyone who had touched the contro-
versial letter.

This theory of a vengeful Mormon
fanatic seemed to gain strength the
following day when Mark W, Hofmann,
a dealer in rare Mormon and American
documents, was seriously injured as
a bomb exploded in his car not far
from Temple Square. Hofmann had
sold the Harris letter to Christensen
for $40,000 the previous year.

Almost immediately after Hofmann’s
injury, however, investigators
announced a new theory, one that
culminated in the charges filed on
February 4, 1986. In this scenario,
Hofmann is both suspect and victim,
accidently injuring himself with a
bomb meant for yet another target,
so far unidentified. Recently, the Salt
Lake Tribune outlined some of the
grounds upon which the police seem
to have based this case:

1. "Incriminating physical evi-
dence" was said to have been
located in Hofmann’s car. Reportedly
this included brown paper, a marking
pen, pipe, and wire. Several docu-
ments were also found, as well as
receipts for major cash transactions.

2. Two eyewitness accounts ap-
parently place Hofmann in or near
Steve Christensen’s office building on
the morning of October 15. One wit-
ness described a man wearing a
green and white high-school letter
jacket. Hofmann’s wardrobe appar-
ently contains such an item. It was
confiscated by police.

3. While hospitalized, Hofmann

discussed the case with his attorney
and was overheard by an attending
nurse. She may have knowledge of
Hofmann’s guilt or innocence.

4. Hofmann’s occasional business
associate Shannon Flynn reportedly
gave Hofmann two blasting caps
several months ago.

In addition, Flynn is said to have
purchased a copy of the Anarchist’s
Cookbook in the company of
Hofmann. This book contains infor-
mation on bomb construction.

Furthermore, Salt Lake City toy
store owner, Mark Hammond claims
he sold Hofmann at least forty feet of
model rocket fuse about a week
before the bombings.

However, this evidence has been
criticized as weak and circumstan-
tial. For example, the materials in
Hofmann’s car cannot be tied to the
bombs. In addition, one eyewitness
account could be invalid since a local
television station may have prompted
the identification by displaying a
videotape of Hofmann while asking,
"Is this the person you saw?" The
other eyewitness described to police
the man he saw carrying a package
into Christensen’s office building, but
the composite drawing made by
police artists does not closely
resemble Hofmann.

Further, the Utah Supreme Court
has ruled Hofmann’s nurse cannot be
interrogated by police for evidence.
Moreover, no blasting caps were
used in the bombs which killed
Sheets and Christensen, and pipe
bombs are not described in the
Anarchist’s Cookbook.

As far as the model rocket fuse is
concerned, police have not found any
unused fuses or detonators in
Hofmann’s house, though they have
thoroughly searched it three times.
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Finally, police have yet to locate
where the bombs were manufactured
or tested.

Hofmann’s attorneys have touted
the results of polygraph tests per-
formed on Hofmann. Apparently the
lie detector tests indicate Hofmann is
telling the truth when he says he did
not plant the bombs. Hofmann’s wife,
Dora Lee, also took a polygraph test
indicating she was telling the truth
when she said her husband was
home with her the morning of the
murders.

Such developments have caused
public confidence in the police
department to deteriorate. In their
article on the bombings in Utah
Holiday’s January issue, Allen
Roberts and Fred Esplin refer to "un-
professional ’hang drying’ of old
documents," and "leaking of informa-
tion and breaching confidentiality" on
the part of investigators. In addition,
Tribune reporter Mike Carter
recently wrote, ’The delay in filing
charges and the seeming one-track
mind of the police.., has led to
much speculation that Mr. Hofmann
is a scapegoat for police, who are
afraid to back off their hard-line
stance taken early on in the
investigation."

But the murders themselves are
not the only focus of the police inves-
tigation. Authorities have also
probed Hofmann’s document and
financial dealings. Hofmann was
pursuing several such transactions
at the time of the bombings. For
example, Hofmann received money
up front from investors for The
Haunted Man, an original manu-
script by Charles Dickens. However,
sources say Hofmann told each
group of investors they were his sole
partners in the deal. Hofmann also
sought investors to help buy a copy
of The Oath of a Free Man, the
first broadside or handbill printed in
America, even though he had already
purchased the document himself.
Sources speculate Hofmann misled
investors in order to secure ready
cash for other deals. As he antici-
pated selling the Oath to the Library

of Congress for an estimated one mil-
lion dollars, Hofmann may have ex-
pected to repay his debts with the
investors none the wiser. The money
did not come through as scheduled,
however, and by the second week in
October, Hofmann faced a host of
past-due debts. Investigators believe
the enormous financial pressure on
Hofmann at this time is connected to
the murders.

Authorities have also expressed
suspicion over Hofmann’s spectacu-
lar success in discovering a number
of valuable historical documents.
Indeed, police have identified forgery
as yet another motive for the mur-
ders. Isn’t it likely, they ask, Steve
Christensen and Gary Sheets had
discovered Hofmann’s fraudulent
schemes and were targeted for bombs
before they could expose them?

In fact, immediately before the
bombings, Hofmann and Christensen
were attempting to sell a collection of
Mormon documents, which may be a
key to unlocking the murder mystery.
Early in 1985, rumors began circu-
lating which tied Hofmann to the
documents purportedly assembled by
early Mormon Apostle William E.
M’Lellin, who later left the Church.
Supposedly the collection contains
manuscripts penned by a variety of
figures significant to Mormon his-
tory. If authentic, it is sure to offer
interesting new insights into the ori-
gins of Mormonism. However, details
about where the collection originated,
where it is presently located, what
specific materials it contains, and
who was to buy it remain sketchy.

Part of the attention focused on the
collection stems from the rumor it
contains fragments of Egyptian
papyri, possibly "facsimile two" from
the Book of Abraham, a work of LDS
scripture translated by Joseph Smith.
Ed Ashment, a Ph.D. candidate in
Egyptology, claims Hofmann prom-
ised him photographs of four papyri
fragments in the summer of 1985.
Ashment recalls Hofmann described
to him a hypocephalus (a circular
figure like facsimile two) and three
smaller pieces. Ashment "was led to

believe these were from Joseph
Smith’s Kirtland collection of
Egyptian papyri" which presumably
later fell into the hands of M’Lellin.
Later, in September, Hofmann and
his associate Brent Metcalfe showed
Ashment one fragment and allowed
Ashment to photograph it. However,
Ashment recalls, the piece was not
one of the four previously described
to him. Hofmann again promised
Ashment photographs of the four
pieces of papyrus but was injured
two days before the delivery date.

Ashment now says he can’t know
for sure whether the fragments de-
scribed to him belonged to Joseph
Smith. But one thing is certain: The
piece Ashment saw probably origi-
nated not with the M’Lellin collection
but with rare book dealer Kenneth
Rendell. According to news reports,
Rendell claims he gave Hofmann the
entire papyrus on consignment and
that Hofmann apparently cut the valu-
able document into several pieces.

Other rumors about facsimile two
surfaced in early 1985 when re-
nowned Mormon scholar Hugh Nibley
reportedly told several individuals
the Church had acquired it through
Hofmann. Nibley now says he mis-
understood the situation and believes
he made an incorrect assumption.

The papyrus is not the only portion
of the M’Lellin collection which has
raised questions. Salt Lake coin
dealer Alvin Rust reports he not only
lent Hofmann money to acquire the
documents, but he also sent his son
Gaylen with Hofmann to New York in
April to buy the collection and bring
it back. While there, however,
Hofmann told Gaylen he went ahead
with the transaction and mailed the
papers to Utah when the younger
Rust was not present. Such occur-
rences have caused some to question
whether the M’Lellin collection really
exists.

Nevertheless, there appears to be
at least one group of M’Lellin docu-
ments in the hands of H. Otis
Traughber in Houston, Texas. In
early December Tribune reporter
Dawn Tracy located these documents
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which had been passed down
through Traughber’s family. Accord-
ing to Tracy’s story, the original
M’Lellin collection has been scat-
tered, and the portions she located
were not the ones Hofmann was
attempting to sell. In fact, Traughber
had never heard of Mark Hofmann.

Questions regarding the elusive
collection inevitably touched on the
activities of the LDS church. On
October 23, a week after the bomb-
ings, three top Church officials held
an unprecedented open news confer-
ence to respond "to questions, specu-
lations, and innuendos" surrounding
the bombing tragedy. Participating
were Gordon B. Hinckley, second
counselor in the First Presidency;
Dallin H. Oaks of the Council of the
Twelve Apostles; and Hugh W. Pin-
nock of the First Quorum of Seventy.

President Hinckley began by read-
ing a prepared statement, which
reported that through Mark Hofmann
the Church had acquired "by pur-
chase, donation, or trade forty-some
documents." He also noted that
Hofmann had approached him regard-
ing the M’Lellin collection and said
that the young dealer "wanted to
donate the collection to the Church."

Elder Oaks, a former Utah Supreme
Court justice, next spoke at length
regarding Hofmann and the M’Lellin
collection. "In June, Mark Hofmann
and Steve Christensen told Elder
Pinnock that Hofmann had an option
to buy the McLellin collection from a
man in Texas for about a hundred and
eighty-five thousand," he recounted.
When asked for his advice, the Apostle
told Elder Pinnock that the Church
would "emphatically not’" lend
Hofmann the money for the purchase
as it would "simply fuel the then cur-
rent speculation.., that the Church
¯.. was trying to acquire [the collec-
tion] in order to suppress, it." Elder
Oaks did believe the Church "would
be interested in receiving the collec-
tion as a gift .... at some future
time, but in that event it had to be a
genuine gift from a real donor." A
buyer who wished to remain anony-
mous later phoned Elder Oaks, asked
about the collection, and inquired
"whether the Church would be inter-
ested in receiving it as a gift." Steve
Christensen continued to be involved,
apparently "because he was knowl-
edgeable in early Mormon docu-
ments... [and could] verify its
authenticity and value for the benefit
of the purchaser."

Although the anonymous buyer
arranged to purchase the collection
through a lawyer, plans to close the

deal on October 15 were upset when
Steve Christensen was killed. That
afternoon, Hofmann called on Elder
Oaks. According to the Apostle,
"Hofmann said he thought the police
would want to question him. He said
he was worried about what he
should say to them." Similarly, when
Shannon Flynn came to the Church
O,ftice Building two days later, he told
Elder Oaks, "1 need to meet with the
police quickly. I have questions to be
answered before I go and speak to
them so I will know what posture to
take." And when Alvin Rust spoke to
Elder Oaks the following day, he
admitted knowing more than he had
told police. In each case, Elder Oaks
reported, he advised full and honest
disclosures to the authorities¯

Following Elder Oaks’s comments,
Elder Pinnock distributed a written
sl:atement explaining he helped
Hofmann secure a loan from First
Interstate Bank to purchase the
IVl’Lellin papers. In another state-
ment, Elder Pinnock observed, "1 am
convinced the bank would not have
made the loan to Mr. Hofmann were
it not for my assurance that it was a
safe loan." Therefore, feeling "mor-
ally and ethically responsible," Elder
Pinnock repaid the bank from per-
sonal funds when the note came due.
All three Church leaders denied ever
seeing the M’Lellin collection.

Though helpful in outlining general
events, the news conference still left
unanswered questions. Elder Oaks’s
statement, for example, reports that
Hofmann secured loans both from
Alvin Rust and First Interstate Bank
t~, purchase the M’Lellin documents.
Yet together these loans total nearly
twice the $185,000 needed to purchase
tl~e papers. When a reporter asked for
a clarification, Elder Pinnock implied
the Rust loan may have been
intended to go toward "another col-
lection." Yet media reports say that,
like the loan obtained through Elder
Pinnock, Rust thought his money
would purchase M’Lellin papers.

Another curious contradiction
arose when a KBYU reporter asked
why the Church is so intent on
acquiring historical memorabilia.
Elder Oaks reiterated "that the
Cl~urch was very intent on not get-
ting" the M’Lellin collection, while
President Hinckley followed up with
tl~e observation, "We are under man-
date" from Church revelations "to
keep the history of the Church, and
we regard that very seriously."

Other issues were raised by
Tribune reporter Dawn Tracy, who
hinted the acquisition of the 1825

Joseph Smith letter had its question-
able aspects. Why didn’t President
Hinckley, who purchased the docu-
ment with personal funds for the
Church consult archiviist Don Schmidt?
she asked. Why wasn’t Dean Jessee,
the LDS authority on Joseph Smith’s
handwriting, allowed to examine or
authenticate the letter? "1 don’t know"
was President Hinckley’s response.

Little media attention has been
paid to an interesting topic brought
up in President Hinckley’s statement.
Referring to what may have been one
of Hofmann’s last business transac-
tion with the LDS church, the First
Presidency counselor alluded to a
meeting regarding the "so-called
Kinderhook plates."

These six bell-shaped metal plates
covered with arcane symbols have
long been suspected as fakes, a sus-
picion confirmed by laboratory tests
in 1980. Ordinarily their historical
value would be negligiible. But in 1843
they were shown to Joseph Smith in
an attempt to dupe hirn into translat-
ing the fraudulent records. No such
translation has come 1:o light¯ In fact,
in a 1981 Ensign article, Mormon,
historian Stanley B. Kimball denies
one was ew,=r made. ’qhere is no evi-
dence that ~Jloseph Smith ever con-
cluded the plates were~ genuine," he
writes, "other than conflicting state-
ments from members ,who hoped that
a translation would come forth--and
in fact no evidence that the Prophet
manifested real interest in the ’dis-
covery’ afte~r his initial viewing of the
plates." Nevertheless, the Times
and Seasons quotes Joseph as say-
ing, "1 have translated a portion of
them, and I find they contain the his-
tory of the person with whom they
were found. He was a descendant of
Ham, through the loin.,; of Pharaoh,
king of Egypt, and that he received
his kingdom from the ruler of heaven
and earth." Kimball rejects this as
mere speculation on the part of
William Clayton, whose journal was
used by historians in compiling
Joseph Smith’s history. If authentic,
such a "translation" of the Kinder-
hook plates would have important
implications, for the Mormon belief in
Joseph Smith’s prophetic ability to
translate ancient records.

Hofmann associates; now claim he
approached President Hinckley offer-
ing to sell the Church a transcript of
Joseph’s translation. At the press
conference, President Hinckley stated
Hofmann offered to sell some of the
Kinderhook plates to tl~e Church. "My
recollection of this episode of history
was dim," commented President
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Hinckley. "But I saw no reason why
we should have them and so indi-
cated." However, President Hinckley
made no reference to the alleged
translation.

It was against this background of
controversy and rumor that Mark
Hofmann faced formal charges on
February 4, when he was surrendered
by his attorneys. He was booked and
charged with two counts of capital
homicide along with twenty-three
counts of theft by deception and
communications fraud. Four separate
complaints were filed along with a
statement of probable cause.

The LDS church is named as the
victim in seven counts of theft by
deception in one complaint. Also
named separately as victims are
President Gordon B. Hinckley, Steven
F. Christensen, J. Gary Sheets, Brent
Ashworth, and Alvin Rust. The com-
plaints assert Hofmann "exercised
control over the property [of the vic-
tims] by deception, with the purpose
to deprive the owner thereof."

More assertions of fraud are de-
tailed by the probable cause state-
ment prepared by the Salt Lake
County attorney’s office. According to
the statement, Hofmann has sold the
Church and others over a dozen
unauthentic documents. This includes
the Anthon Transcript, the Joseph
Smith III blessing, four handwritten
notes by Brigham Young, the Lucy

Mack Smith letter, the 1825 money-
digging letter from Joseph Smith to
Josiah Stowell, the E. B. Grandin Con-
tract for printing the Book of Mormon,
the Martin Harris salamander letter,
the Nathan Harris Book of Common
Prayer, a letter from Joseph Smith to
General Dunham, a letter from David
Whitmer to Walter Conrad, a letter
from David and Peter Whitmer to Bithell
Todd, and an 1807 Betsy Ross letter.

This conclusion is based on "exten-
sive scientific analysis" performed by
George Throckmorton, "an expe-
rienced questioned documents ex-
aminer formerly employed with the
Utah State Crime Laboratory, pres-
ently employed by the Utah Attorney
General Office."

Although Throckmorton is the only
expert cited in the probable cause
statement, police consulted at least
three other other document authenti-
cators. On January 31, investigators
met with world renowned handwriting
expert Kenneth Rendell of Newton,
Massachusetts. Rendell examined
twelve historical documents which
had been sold by Hofmann and
declared them all--with one
exception--to be "obvious" forgeries.
Rendell says the handwriting on
nearly all of the documents appears
shaky and uneven. He also suggested
several documents may have been
penned by the same person.
Moreover, when he placed the

papers under ultraviolet light, each
eminated a bright blue glow indicat-
ing they have been chemically treated
in order to artifically age the paper.

The one exception, according to
Rendell, is the 1830 Martin Harris let-
ter. "1 am not aware of any physical
evidence that the ’salamander letter’
is phony," says Rendell. "But the
charges now put the salamander let-
ter into a new context quite different
from when I originally considered it."
Rendell had authenticated the letter
for Sheets and Christensen.

The statement of probable cause
also accuses Hofmann of swindling
hundreds of thousands of dollars
from investors who put up money for
The Haunted Man and The Oath
of a Free Man. The report further
cites Hofmann’s dealings with the
M’Lellin collection and papyrus frag-
ments as examples of deception and
fraud. Finally, it reaffirms the prosec-
utor’s case of circumstantial evidence
surrounding the murders themselves.

The indications of forgery as well
as the bombings themselves have
sent a ripple of fear and uncertainty
through the normally self-assured
Mormon historical and intellectual
community. As historian Richard
Bushman has observed, an already
cautious community will now be even
more demanding in their quest to
authenticate documents and recover
historical truth.

-ZION BOOK STORE
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Western Americana
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A Personal Response
to Dialogue
DIALOGUES WITH MYSELF
B Y EUGENE ENGLAND
ORLON BOOKS, 1984, 205 PP., $7.95.
Reviewed by Susan Buhler Taber

It was with a sense of home-
coming and rediscovery that l
opened and read this collection

of Eugene England’s essays written
between 1966 and 1983. For exam-
ple, although his review of When
Bad Things Happen to Good
People was published in a 1983
BYU Studies, I clearly remember
the Institute class in which Brother
England guided our exploration and
discussion of LDS doctrines and
the issues of God’s pow’er and
goodness. The understanding I
gained from that single class sus-
tains me daily as I cope and try to
help my other children cope with
my daughter’s battle with leu-
kemia. "That They Might Not
Suffer," an essay about the Atone-
ment, was delivered in sacrament
meeting nineteen years ago. The
scriptures which developed the
theme have been the touchstones
of.m.y understanding of Christ’s
m~ss=on ever since.

Ironically enough, it was Eugene
England who made it possible for
me even to attend Stanford Univer-
sity. Before my parents would
agree to let me go, we made a
weekend trip from Salt Lake City to
Palo Alto, California, to make sure
that I would not "lose my testi-
mony" within three months of set-
ting foot on the campus. When my
father returned from priesthood
meeting on Sunday morning, he
happily related the details of a
conversation he had had with a
counselor in the bishopric of the
Stanford Ward. I later learned it
was 6ene England. For me, the
most impressive feature of the
ward was its elders quorum, com-
prised of thirty-five active (and
therefore eligible) elders.

I did indeed "lose my testimony"
at Stanford. It began to crack when
a boyfriend not only refused to
attend a special Christmas service,
but shot down my defense of the

Church’s policy against Blacks
holding the priesthood and in the
process showed me my native
arrogance. Two years later when I
enrolled in the first of ten or so
Institute classes I took from Gene
England, I was ready for some
answers to the hard questions
which had bothered me even before
I entered college.

The testimony of the gospel
which I had at graduation owed a
great: deal to the exploration and
discussions that took place at
those Institute classes. When I left
in 19701 was even married, but not
to one of those thirty-five elders.
My husband was a convert, who
practically on the water’s edge
shie(~! at joining a "racist church."
After Institute class that night we
went downstairs to England’s office
where he shared with two very
uspe’I students his personal expe-
riences in trying to understand the
existence of the policy and in pray-
ing for a change in it. Rereading
"The Mormon Cross" again jolts
me--.not with its rejection of the
theory of Black indecisiveness in
premortal life, but with my memory
of a ~T~an praying earnestly and try-
ing to prepare himself for the (lay
when a new revelation would
come--an example of engagement
and consecration of quite another
quality than my own pallid accep-
tance of the Church’s flaw along
with the gospel I loved.

In the years since leaving
Stanford I, far from both Utah and
California, have followed through
the pages of Dialogue Gene’s
odyssey from California to St.
Olaf’s College and then to BYU. I
have been amused and touched by
such essays as "Blessing the
Chevrolet," "The Hosanna Shout in
Wasl~ington, D.C." and "Going to
Conference" which celebrate the
deep sources of spiritual renewal
and challenge inherent in our

religion--priesthood blessings, the
temple, the examples and words of
our prophet, and soul-expanding
reunions with friends in sacred
places.

The essays, collected from the
pages of practically every official
and nonofficial Church-related pub.-
lication, are not arranged chrono-
logically, but philosophically as
explained in a foreword written for
this volume. T~NO fairly recent
essays which explore the paradoxi-
cal truths of the Latter-day Saint
religion begin the volume. Paradox,
indeed, is a prominent theme
throughout. Essential to the teach-
ings of Lehi and Joseph Smith,
paradox requires the Mormon
scholar to answer "both" when
faced with the dichotomies which
often threaten to split Sa~ints into
two opposing camps, variously
categorized as Iron Rodders vs.
Liahonas or Them vs. Us. Thus,
England honors the claims of both
individual conscience and ecclesi-
astical authority; great: h, ooks and
true religion are both essential to
our spiritual and intellectual lives.

The opening essay, "Joseph
Smith and the Tragic Quest," not
only introduces the tensions that
coexist in the universe of
Mormonism; it gives a fresh image
of Joseph Smith in his O~Nn words,.
The many quotations from the
Prophet which are included in the
body of the essay reveal not only
England’s perception of ,Joseph and
his prophetic trragedy, but also
what the life of Joseph Smith has
meant in the life of Eugene
England.

Throughout llhe essays England
quotes liberally from many of the
modern prophets, especially
Brigham Young, David O. McKay,
and Spencer W. Kimball. These
quotations not only illuminate ancI
clarify England’s points, but they
also lift out of the welter of dimly
remembered speeches and sermons
the golden threads of truth. I’m
sure I must have read, o~r even
heard, some of these sermons, but I
never sensed their impact until I
saw how they affected a fellow
believer.

Despite the paradoxical nature of
life and truth, in every essay the
Mormon’s quest for reason, for
rational keys to the universe and a
life that "makes sense" consist-
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ently gives shape and direction to
the dialogue.

Even though the earlier essays of
the sixties bring me back to the
time when England was my
teacher, I find the essays of the
eighties to be much more interest-
ing. They have an immediacy, an
openness, which the earlier ones
do not. It is as if England has taken
his own advice about the need for
spiritual realism which he
expresses in "We Need to Liberate
Mormon Men."

"Enduring," the last essay of the
book, as well as the most recent in
the collection, reveals England still
asking the hard questions, still
thinking about them. In fact, the
questions sometimes are not even
asked outright in the essay but
resound behind the examples
which he presents--his mother-in-
law undergoing chemotherapy on
the strength of a hopeful priest-
hood blessing,and a young couple
who had a second child after their
first was born with the genetic
defect Trisomy 13, because they
had faith in another optimistic
priesthood blessing. In light of the
Chevrolets that have been blessed
to find human help and repair, I ask
myself, "How much will God permit
us to intervene in the process of
life and death? .... If aspirit could be
given a less-damaged body as a
result of medical intervention,
might that intervention not be justi-
fied? .... Do we push too far into the
processes of life or not far
enough?" Paradox confronts us at
every decision point.

It is the particular gift of Eugene
England through his confrontations
with experience and literature, both
scriptural and secular, to provoke
us to examine our own beliefs,
experiences, and their meanings in
our lives--to find our own ques-
tions and endure our own answers.

SUSAN BUHLER received her mas-
ter’s degree from Stanford University
and is a housewife and mother of six
in Newark, Delaware. She is currently
enmeshed in the Great Ward History
Project of the Elkton Ward.

Announcing an immmediate
opening for a publisher and presi-
dent of the Sunstone Foundation.
Qualified applicants must meet
the following criteria:

¯ An educational background
strong in the areas of publish-
ing, journalism, public rela-
tions, or related fields.

Significant managerial expe-
rience, including publications
management as well as manage-
ment of people and financial
systems.

Fund-raising and public rela-
tions experiencempreferably
with nonprofit organizations.

¯ An understanding of and
willingness to work with the
LDS community in its numer-
ous manifestations.

¯ Ability and willingness to
project an image and conduct
consistent with the established
values of the organization and
its governing bodies.

Interested applicants should
contact
Peggy Fletcher at
(801) 355-5926 or at
59 West 100 South,
Salt Lake City, Utah 84101
immediately.
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MARCH 1985 - AUGUST 1985

Compiled by Linda Thatcher

Adams, George J. A Lecture on
the Doctrine of Baptism for
the Dead. Bountiful, Utah:
Restoration Research, 1983. 15
pp., $1.00.
Original edition published in 1844 by
David Rogers.

AIIred, Gordon T. Love and the
Mountain. Salt Lake City:
Bookcraft, 1985. 154 pp., $7.95.
Fiction.

Arrington, Leonard J. Brigham
Young: American Moses.
New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1985.
xvii, 522 pp., $24.95.

Bailey, Jack Stephen. Genuine
Mormons Don’t Shoot Sea-
~uUlls. Bountiful, Utah: Horizon

blishers & Distributors, 1984.
106 pp.

Barton, Peggy Petersen. Mark E.
Petersen: A Biography. Salt
Lake City: Deseret Book Co.,
1985. xi, 224 pp., $9.95.

Bennion, Lowell Lindsay. The
Book of Mormon: A Guide to
Christian Living. Salt Lake
City: Deseret Book Co., 1985.

Berrett, William E. The Latter-day
Saints: A Contemporary His-
tory of the Church of Jesus
Christ. Salt Lake City: Deseret
Book Co., 1985. x, 421 pp.,
$12.95.

Book of Mormon Critical Text:
A Tool for Scholarly Refer-
ence. Provo, Utah: Foundation
for Ancient Research and
Mormon Studies, 1984.

Britsch, R. Lanier and Terrance D.
Olson, editors. Counseling: A
Guide to Helping Others, vol.
2. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book
Co., 1985. xi, 323 pp., $9.95.

Building a Love That Lasts:
Outstanding Articles on
Marriage from the Ensign.
Salt Lake City: Deseret Book
Co., 1985.

Burton, Alma P. Toward the New
Jerusalem. Salt Lake City:
Deseret Book Co., 1985. xi, 160
pp., $7.95.

Canfield, Anita. A Wornan and
Her Self-Esteem. Sandy, Utah:
Randall Book Co., 1985.

Carver, James A. The Mormon
Faith Un-Decker-Ated: A
Reply to Ed Decker’s "To
Moroni with Love," part I. The
New Mythmaker: A Reply to
the Film "The Godmakers."
Lynwood, Calif.: CMS Publica-
tions Co., n.d. 36 pp., $1.50.

Cherrington, David. Rearing
Responsible Children. Salt
Lake City: Bookcraft, 1985. 186
pp., $7.95.

Christensen, Joe J. and Barbara
Christensen. Making Your
Home a Missionary Training
Center. Salt Lake City: Deseret
Book Co., 1985. x, 102 pp., $6.95.

Christian Education Commission.
Restoration: A People Grow-
ing. Independence, Mo.: Herald
House, 1985.

Clark, D. Cecil. Improving Your
C~urch Teaching. N.p., n.d.
107 pp. plus 27 forms, $4.95.

Coonradt, Chuck with Lee Nelson.
The Game of Work. Orem,
Utah: Liberty Press, 1985. 147
pp., $15.95.

Corrill, John. Brief History of the
Church of Christ of Latter
Day Saints (commonly called
Mormons) including an ac-
count of their doctrine and
discipline, with reasons of
the author for leaving the
Church. Bountiful, Utah: Res-
toration Research, 1983.40 pp.,
$1.95.
Original edition published in 1839 by John
Cerrill, St. Louis, Missouri.

Cowan, Richard O. The Church in
the Twentieth Century. Salt
Lake City: Bookcraft, 1985. x,
470 pp., $11.95.

Cox, James B. How to Qualify for
the Celestial Kingdom
Today. Riverton, Utah: The
Ensign Publishing Co., 1984.230
pp., $6.95.

Craven, Rulon Called to the
Work: Guidelines for Effec-
tive Leadership in the
Church. Salt Lake City: Book-
craft, 1985. x, 177 pp., $7.95.

Delall~anty, Randolph. Preserving
the West: California, Arizona,
IVevada, Utah, Idaho,
Oregon, and Washington.
New York: Pantheon Books,
1985.

Dunn, Paul H. Seek the Happy
Life. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft,
1985. 184 pp., $8.95.

Edwards, Paul M. Preface to
Faith: A Philosophical
Inquiry into RLDS Beliefs.
Midvale, Utah: Signature Books,
1984. 107 pp., $9.95.

EIIsworth, Samuel George. The
New Utah’s Heritage. Salt
Lake City: G. M. Smith, 1985.
Textbook.

England, Breck. The Life and
Thought of Orson Pratt. Salt
Lake City: University of Utah
Press, 1985.

Eyer, Mary Sturlaugson. Reflec-
tion of a Soul. Salt I.ake City:
Randall Book Co., 1985. 83 pp.
$7.95.

Geary, Edward A. Goodbye to
Poplarhaven: Recollections
of a Utah Boyhood. Salt Lake
City: University of Utah Press,
1985.

Gibbons, Francis M. John Taylor:
Mormon P~bilosopher,
Prophet of God. Salt Lake
City: Deseret Book Co., 1985. ix,
302 pp., $10.95.

Gibbons, Romona E. Romona:
Evolution of a Christian.
Bountiful, Utah: Horizon Pub-
lishers and I)istributors, 1984.93;
pp., $6.95.

Gillette, Alain. Les Mormons:
Theocrates du Desert. [The
Mormons: Theocrats of the
Desert] Paris: Desclee de
Brouwer, 19;85.

Guidelines for Priesthood:
Ordination, Preparation,
Continuing Commitment.
Independence, Mo.: Herald Pub-.
lishing House, 1985. 55 pp.

Hampshire, Annette P. IVlormon-
ism in Conflict, the Nauvoo
Years. New York: E. Mellen
Press, 1985.

Haslam, Gerald Myron.. (.;lash of
Cultures: The Norwegian
Experience with Mormonism,
1842-1920. New York: Peter
Lang Publishing, 1984. xv, 357
pp., $39.80.

Hawkes, John D. Story-Talks for
Primary. Salt Lake City:
Hawkes Publishing Co., 1985.
126 pp., $4.95.

Heinerman, John and Anson Shupe.
The Mormon Corporate
Empire. Boston: Beacon Press,
1985.
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Hicken, Helen Hooper. Yesterday,
Today, and Forever. Sandy,
Utah: AlbanyBoons,~ n.d. 83 pp.,
$5.95.
Fiction.

Holland, Jeffrey R. However Long
and Hard the Road. Salt Lake
City: Deseret Book Co., 1985.

Jennings, Melinda. Two Women,
Two Worlds. Salt Lake City:
Bookcraft, 1985. 193 pp., $8.95.
Fiction.

Jensen, Deana Lowe. Heaven’s
Wildfire. Salt Lake City: Artistic
Printing, 1984. iii, 305 pp., $8.95.
Fiction.

Johansen, Jerald R. A Commen-
tary on the Pearl of Great
Price: A Jewel among the
Scriptures. Bountiful, Utah:
Horizon Publishers, 1985. viii,
183 pp., $10.95.

Kapp, Ardeth G. and Judith S.
Smith. The Light and the Life.
Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1985.
162 pp., $7.95.

Kelly, Tim. Utah: Gateway to
Nevada! Salt Lake City: Dream
Garden Press, 1984. 96 pp.,
$6.95.

Knight, Darrell V. How to Suc-
ceed in Business and Live
Your Religion. Salt Lake City:
Hawkes Publishing Co., 1984.
206 pp., $3.95.

Launius, Roger D. Zion’s Camp:
Expedition to Missouri, 1834.
Independence, Mo.: Herald Pub-
lishing House, 1984. 206 pp.

Lyman, Edward Leo. Political
Deliverance: The Mormon
Quest for Utah Statehood.
Urbana: University of Illinois
Press, 1985.

Lyman, Melvin A. Out of Obscur-
ity into Light. Salt Lake City:
Albany Books, 1985. 264 pp.,
$8.95.
Discusses Mormon and Indian relations.

Lythgoe, Dennis L. A Marriage of
Equals. Salt Lake City: Deseret
Book Co., 1985. xii, 179 pp.,
$8.95.

McCloud, Susan Evans. Songs for
Life. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft,
1985.64 pp., $5.95.
Poetry.

McConkie, Bruce R. A New
Witness for the Articles of
Faith. Salt Lake City: Deseret
Book Co., 1985.

McConkie, Joseph Fielding and
Robert L. Millet. Sustaining
and Defending the Faith. Salt
Lake City: Deseret Book, 1985. x,
144 pp., $8.95.

McCormick, Nancy D. and John S.
McCormick. Saltair. Salt Lake
City: University of Utah Press,
1985. 136 pp., $14.95 (paper),
$30.00 (cloth).

Madsen, Brigham D. The
Shoshoni Frontier and the
Bear River Massacre. Salt
Lake City: University of Utah
Press, 1985.

Maxwell, Neal A. We Talk of
Christ, We Rejoice in Christ.
Salt Lake City: Deseret Book
Co., 1984.

Millet, Robert L. and Kent P.
Jackson. Studies in Scripture,
Volume Two: The Pearl of
Great Price. Salt Lake City:
Randall Book Co., 1985. 446 pp.,
$13.95.

Morris, Carroll Hofeling. The
Broken Covenant. Salt Lake
City: Deseret Book Co., 1985. 287
pp., $9.95.

Mulliken, Frances Hartman. First
Ladies of the Restoration.
Independence, Mo.: Herald Pub-
lishing House, 1985.

Nelson, Lee. The Storm Testa-
ment IV. Orem, Utah: Liberty
Press, 1985. 278 pp., $12.95.
Fiction.

Nyman, Monte S. and Robert L.
Millet. The Joseph Smith
Translation: The Restoration
of Plain and Precious
Things. Provo, Utah: Religious
Studies Center, Brigham Young
University, 1985. x, 321 pp.,
$9.95.
Volume 12 in the Religious Studies Mono-
graph Series.

"Our Mother Which Art in
Heaven... ": The Study of
Mormonism’s Mother God
Doctrine. Marlow, Okla.: Utah
Missions, n.d., $4.00.

Packer, Boyd K. Our Father’s
Plan. Salt Lake City: Deseret
Book Co., 1984.61 pp., $8.95.

Pratt, Parley Parker. Autobio-

~draphy of Parley P. Pratt.
ited by his son, Parley P.

Pratt. Salt Lake City: Deseret
Book Co., 1985. $10.95.

Pusey, Merlo J. Ripples of Intui-
tion. Midvale, Utah: Eden Hill,
1984. 134 pp.
Poetry.

Randle, Kristen D. One Song for
Two. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft,
1984. 153 pp., $6.95. Fiction.

Rasmussen, Dennis. The Lord’s
Question: Thoughts on the
Life of Response. Provo, Utah:
Keter Foundation, 1985. 113 pp.,
$8.95.

Reading, Lucile C. Shining
Moments: Stories for Latter-
day Saint Children. Salt Lake
City: Deseret Book Co., 1985.

Rector, Hartman, Jr. Already to
Harvest: A Guide to Convert-
ing Thousands to the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. Salt Lake City:
Randall Book Co., 1985. 91 pp.,
$7.95.

Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints. The Priest-
hood Manual Independence,
Mo.: Herald Publishing House,
1985. $15.00.

Reynolds, Katherine. Park City.
Los Angeles: Weller Institute for
the Cure of Design, 1984. [70] pp.

Ringholz, Raye Carleson and Bea
Kummer. Walking Through
Historic Park City: [Park City:
Published by authors, 1984]. 61
Pp.

Roberts, B. H. Edited and with an
introduction by Brigham D.
Madsen. Biographical essay by
Sterling M. McMurrin. Studies
of the Book of Mormon.
Urbana: University of Illinois
Press, 1985. xxxi, 375 pp.,
$21.00.

Roberts, Richard C. and Richard W.
Sadler. Ogden: Junction City.
Northridge, Calif.: Windsor Pub-
lications, 1985.

Schnibbe, Karl Heinz. The Price:
The True Story of a Mormon
Who Defied Hitler. Salt Lake
City: Bookcraft, 1984. 126 pp.,
$6.95.

Scriptures for the Modern
World. Edited by Paul R.
Cheesman and C. Wilfred Griggs.
Provo, Utah: Religious Studies
Center, Brigham Young Univer-
sity; Salt Lake City: Produced
and distributed by Bookcraft,
1984. x, 150 pp.
Papers from a symposium sponsored by
BYU Religious Studies Center and held
March ,5-6, 1980.

SUNSTONE 47



Search These Commandments:
Melchizedek Priesthood Per-
sonal Study Guide. Salt Lake
City: The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, 1984. xiii,
308 pp.

Shields, Steven L. The Latter Day
Saints: 1830 to Today. An
Overview of the Branches of
the Restoration. Restoration
Bibliography. Bountiful, Utah:
Restoration Research, 1984.21
pp., $1.50.

Skoor, Susan D. Christian Educa-
tion in the Family. Indepen-
dence, Mo.: Herald Publishing
House, 1984. 116 pp.

Smith, John L. So You Are Inter-
ested in a Ministry to
Mormons. Marlow, Okla.: Utah
Missions, n.d. $1.00.

Smith, William. A Proclamation
and Faithful Warnh?g to All
the Saints Scattered around
in Boston.     . , and
Elsewhere in ihe United
States: Bountiful, Utah: Resto-
ration Research, 1983.23 pp., $1.50.

CLASSlFIEO ADS are :35� a word, paid in advance, with
a ten-word minimum. For a schedule of regular ad
rates and further information, write to Sunstone
magazine, 59 West 100 South, Salt Lake City, UT
84101, or call (801) 355-5926.

MORMON MISCELLANEOUS REPRINTS now avail-
able. 1. "Spauldino Manuscript Theory Then and
Now" by Lester Bush; 2. "The Writing of Joseph
Smith’s History" by Dean Jessee; 3. "The Early
Accounts of Joseph Smith’s First Vision" by Dean
Jessee; 4. "How to Study the Bible" by J. R.
Dummelow; 5. "The Translators 1Io the Reader" by
translators of the KJV. To order, send $1.50 each plus
50� postage to Mormon Miscellaneous, 8865 South
1300 East, Sandy, UT 84092.

MORMON MISCELLANEOUS NOTECAHDS, an expanding
collection of notes, comments, and references to
cover the entire history of Morrnondom, standard
works, noncanonical writings, gleanings from early
Christian writers and recent biblical scholars. Series
will include contributions from ’the files of many
Mormon scholars and researchers on topics of his-
tory, doctrine, polemics, statistics, current events,
Mormon, non-Mormon, anti-Mormon--in short, all
subjects from any source (both published and un-
published) in any way related to Mormonism. Note-
cards will be published in sets oll 100 4x6 cards at
$6.00 per set. 800-1200 notecards will be published
per year. First two sets now available. To order, send
$6.00 to Mormon Miscellaneous, 1433 East 9175
South, Sandy, UT 84092.

THE JONN TAYLOR PAPERS give his inside story of the
half century of war between the Saints and the out-
side world. The last pioneer tells it like it was.
Volume I, The Apostle, $11.95. Volume II, The Presi-
dent, $13.95. Plus $1 for each. Samuel W. Taylor,
1954 Stockbridge Ave., Redwood City, CA 94061.

SALT LAKE SCHOOL OF THE PROPHETS MINUTE BOOK. 80
pages, illustrated. $5.00 postpaid. GRAFFAM
GRAPHICS, P.O. Box 2234, Palm Desert, CA 92261.

PRIVATE COLLECTION-- 19th Century Mormon Prints,
Books and Post Cards as well as large standard
Mormon library--for sale. Call Robert Christian (215)
349-8059, or write, 406 S. 43rd St., Philadelphia, PA
19104.

Sorenson, John L. An Ancient
American Setting for the
Book of Mormon. Salt Lake
City: Deseret Book Co., 1985.
xxi, 415 pp., $14.95.

Spencer, James R. Beyond
Mormonism: An Elder’s
Story. Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Chosen Books, 1984. 176 pp.,,
$5.95.

Taylor, Samuel W. and Raymond
W. Taylor. The John Taylor
Papers: Records of the Last
Utah Pioneer. Volume I,
1836-1877: The Apostle.
Redwood City, Calif.: Taylor
Trust Publication, 1984. 363 pp.,
$11.95.

Thornpson, Kathleen, Utah.
Milwaukee, Wis.: Raintree Pub-
li~;hers, 1985.

Tice, Richard. The Inside Track.
Salt Lake City: Deseret Book
Co., 1984. ix, 95 pp., $6.95.
Fiction.

Treseder, Terry W. "Teach Them
to Love One Another." Salt

SKETCHING WITH A TECHNICAL PEN by Merle H.
Graffam. 32 pages of pen and ink illustrations with
notes on technique. $5.00 postpaid. GRAFFAM
GRAPHICS, P.O. Box 2234, Palm Desert, CA 92261.

EXTENSIVE MORMON LIBRARY--Standard, fundamen-
talist, and anti-Mormon collection. Five-page index.
P.O. Be.< 187, Montrose, CA 91020.

THE PLAYS OF RUTH AND NATHAN HALE. Available for
immediate performance. Encore Performance Pub-
lishing P.O. Box 692 Orem, UT 84057.

LOSF: MORMON SCIENCE FICTION, $4.95; Animals and
the Gospel, $2.00. Scott Smith, 2455 Calle Ruble,
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360.

"SELECI~’ED MANIFESTATIONS"--AII Temple Dedicatory
Prayer:; and nearly All Church Revelations not in the
D&C in ONE BOOK!! Call (415) 339-9674 or send SASE:
Sister Reay, c/o 4770 Lincoln Avenue, Oakland, CA
94602.

COMMUNITY SERVICES COUNCIL. Our effort is to help
low income, elderly, & handicapped people live inde-
pendently. Retired craftsmen-painters, plumbers,
carpenters, etc.--or anyone else interested. A mod-
est wage is negotiable. Call Lowell Bennion or Ted
Keefer at 486-2136.212 West 1300 So., SLC, UT 04115.

USED/RARE LOS BOOKS for sale. FREE UPDATED LIST.
We buy & sell. The Book Connection, Box 1, Provo,
Utah 84603.

TNE BOOK VAULT, Crossroads Plaza, 50 South Main,
SLC, UT 04144. ([801] 304-8051.) A unique general
bookstore, we offer discounted best sellers and a
wide range of good books--including Women’s and
Wester~ Americana. We welcome special orders and
boast of our quarterly newsletter.

FOR SALE: Large (12,000 item) Utah Mormon book
collection. Will consider trade for Salt Lake area real
estate. Contact 1315 S. 200 E., Salt Lake City UT
84115, ~801) 487-5598.

SALT LAKE RAPE CRISIS CENTER needs volunteers. All
you need is a good attitude, common sense, and a
time commitment of 20 or more hours per month. For
further information, contact the Rape Crisis Center at
532-RAPE.

Lake City: Bookcraft, 1985. 134
pp., $6.95.

Wells, Robert E. We Are Chris-
tians Because .... :Salt Lake
City: Deseret Book Co., 1985.
viii, 111 pp., $7.95.

Wilcox, Pearl. Regathering of the
Scattered Saints in
Wisconsin and Illinois.
Independence, Me.: Published by
author, 1984. 327 pp., $13.00.

Yorgason, Blaine M. and Brenton G.
Yorgason. Brother Brigham’s
Gold. Salt Lake City: Deseret
Book Co., 1984. xv, 268 pp.,
$9.95.
Fiction.

The Loftier Way:
Tales from the Ancient
American Frontier. Salt Lake
City: Deseret Book Co., 1985. xi,
131 pp., $8.95.

Zirker, Ronald .John. Parent and
Teen: Teamed for Success.
Salt Lake City: Deseret Book
Co., 1985. vii, 120 pp., $7.95.

STILL SINGLE? No new faces? Cold z;houlders but no
warm hearts? Try advertising yourself in SUNSTONE
PERSONALS! Rate is 35¢ per word paid in advance,
with a ten-word minimum. Call (801) 355-5926 or
send your ad to SUNSTONE, 59 West 100 South, Salt
Lake City, UT 84101.
To respond to an ad, send your letter to SUNSTONE
BOX... (fill in the box number), 59 West 100 South,
Salt Lake City, UT 84101. Your le~ter will be for-
warded to the lucky advertiser in question.

GORGEOUS, vivacious woman seeks total heretic with
zest for life. Me: 30, 5’4" actress, lawyer, singer. You:
terrific cuddler, emotionally respon,sibie. No secret
agendas. (Salt Lake area.) Reply to Box S-033.

LDS PROFESSIONAL MAN, 49, 6’4", 2~, Ibs., B.A., M.A.,
inveterate reader with eclectic interests seeks a tall,
attractive, sensitive,=, affectionate, good-figured
professional female 30-40. Someone who craves
meaningful dialogue and communication, as I do.
Prefer never married, but will respond to all. Please
send photo, phone, will return. (Southern California
area.) Reply to Box S-031.

VAVAVAVOOMI Young at 40. Great lady, single parent
seeks sophisticated male 30-45 for good times, excit-
ing travel, and warm talks. Must be emotionally
mature. Should like kids but must like me. Prefer
share my interest in the arts. (Salt Iske area.) Reply
to Box S-022.

MALE, 48, divorced, Ph.D. Mostly normal, sometimes
crazy, but always carino. Looking for an open and
honest, independent, professional woman who has
almost worked through the guilt maze. Willino to
give lots of space. Smothering not wanted. I get to do
half of the cooking and you most of the driving.
Southern Utah camping, fishing in Idaho and no
polyester part of any deal. (Sa/=, Lake, Prove,
O~den area.) Reply 1:o Box S-011.

MALE ASCETIC, 31, 5’3", who is willing to relinquish
his vows of celibacy for the rioht Spiritually
Maturated Maiden. I am a former Green Beret who
has found peace in Prayer, Scholarslfip, and the Love
of Truth. Resume, Polygraph, & Pho~lo upon request.
(Southern California area.) Repty to Box S-046.._i
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GRAND OPENING SALE
10-40%

On already low prices!

STORE HOURS: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mort-Sat

We Buy and Sell Used Rugs

63 West 100 South, Salt Lake City, Utah 84101
Phone (801) 364-4113
Raffi Daghlian -- Owner

Quality Rugs,
Furniture, and Accessories

A Unique
Dining Experience

RESTAURANT

We specialize in:
ARMENIAN, ARABIC, AND
ISRAELI FOODS

When you walk through our doors
you step into another time and
another land. HOURS:

154 East 200 South,
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111
Phone (801) 364-4096

11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Mon-Thurs
11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Fri-Sat




