NEWS AND

UPDATE

BYU Racial Play

Again the question of interracial
couples in theatrical productions
has been raised. Like last year's
episode at Promised Valley Play-
house with Carol Lynn Pearson’s
The Dance (see Sunstone, 10:9),
a BYU coed was recently denied a
role in the student production of
m'esl: Side Story because she was
ack.

Michelle Harris, an under-
graduate and dancer from Allen-
town, PA, was not given the role
for which she auditioned because
the part would require her to dance
with a white man. The play implies
that the couple is involved in a
physical relationship. “Community
members might have been upset at
the implications,” said the student
director who denied Harris the role.

Faculty members and admin-
istrators at BYU did not agree with
the student director's action, say-
ing that it went counter to the
Church’s anti-discrimination poli-
cies. The director was then admon-
ished to make an effort at recom-
pense, which she did by offering
Harris the position of assistant to
the director—a non-performing
position—which Harris declined.

Harris is one of perhaps twenty
black students among the 27,000
students at BYU. T.R. Reid, a re-
porter for the Washington Post
quotes Harris as saying, “When |
came out here from Alientown, |
looked around and said, ‘Hey, isn’t
there anybody black here?’ Some-
body told me there are some blacks
in Salt lake City, but | guess |

Temple Open House
Boycotted in Denver

Yet another controversy is brew-
ing in Denver over the LDS temple.
In March, both local papers,
theDenver Post and the Rocky
Mountain News, reported the
conflict. Evidently, a group of
thirteen Protestant and Catholic
clergymen circulated a letter to
approximately 400 other ministers,
asking them to decline invitations
to participate in an open house for
the Mormon church’s new temple in
Arapahoe County.

The letter says that Mormons are
not Christian because “Their Jesus
is but one of many gods.” The letter
goes on to refer to the endowment,
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a temple ritual. Terry Mattingly of
Rocky Mountain News reported
that “The letter does not contain
quotations from the ritual, but says
traditional Christian clergy are
‘mocked and ridiculed.” ” The Rev.
Henry F. Fingerlin of Shepherd of
the Hills Lutheran Church called the
ritual “an attack on all Christian
clergy.” Fingerlin was the driving
force behind the boycott letter; the
letter is written on his church’s let-
terhead. He was aided in his efforts
by Ex-Mormons for Jesus.

Eider Alfred L. Draney, Denver-
area representative for the LDS
church did not retract the invitation

haven't been up there on the right
days.” The BYU-Harris situation is
seen by some as evidence that
despite the 1978 revelation allow-
ing blacks an equal standing in the
church, the acceptance of blacks
into the Mormon culture has not
changed much since a 1960's pam-
phlet called “Civil Rights—Tool of
Communist Deception,” written by
Ezra Taft Benson and subsequently
published by the Church. There are
some BYU students who have
openly criticized Harris for going
public with her story; they feel it
shows the University and the
Church in a somewhat less-than-
perfect perspective. An editorial in
BYU's Daily Universe insisted that
the whole matter is indicative of
“an inherent public relations prob-
lem at BYU rather than a problem
with discrimination.” Regardless of
interpretation, Michelle Harris will
not be appearing in West Side
Story at Brigham Young University.

to the clergy. The Denver Post
quotes him as saying, “We're inter-
ested in showing the edifice to our
friends. We're just not in any mood
to get into a quarrel over it.”

Fingerlin stands by the boycott
letter. He believes that any attempt
to participate in the temple’s open
house would be seen as a public
endorsement of Mormon doctrine.
The Rev. Jack Van Ens of Arvada
Presbyterian Church was a recip-
ient of Fingerlin's letter. Van Ens
felt the tone of the letter was too
harsh, but maintained (according
to the News story) that “If tradi-
tional Christians refuse to stand up
and draw the line between what we
believe and what Mormons believe,
then we will lose our integrity.”

No date for the temple's open
house has yet been set, except to
say that it will take place sometime
this coming summer.



REVIEWS

Subliminal Ads

Utah state legislators have always
taken seriously their duty to pro-
tect Utahans from the messages of
worldly society, including liquor
ads, cable television, and the
covers of Playboy and
Penthouse. But when they begin
trying to protect their constituents
from messages they may never
even have noticed, even the Wal/
Street Journal takes note.

A statewide ban on subliminal
advertising being advocated by
Terry Jessop, a Provo management
consultant and ballroom-dancing
instructor, was the subject of a
recent story in the WSJ. Mr.
Jessop is also director of the

National Institute for Subliminal
Research, which he says has more
than 500 members nationwide.
Jessop feels the problem of sublim-
inal messages has not received the
attention it deserves. “The average
citizen is exposed three to five
times a week to various forms of
subliminal advertising,” he
charges. “That is significant expo-
sure that merits a look at this kind
of legislation.”

Charges that advertisers embed
hidden messages in their ads have
been made since the 1950s, but
advertisers seldom take the claim
seriously. Utah Advertising Council
lobbist Dale Zabriskie shows

Are There Entrepre-
neurs in SLC?

In an ironic break with history
Utah businesses have begun pur-
posely seeking non-Mormons to fill
management positions. According
to an article in the January 1986
issue of Inc. magazine, by Greg
Critser, “The insular Mormon cul-
ture that brought economic growth
in years past is now a liability for
many 1980s business owners.”

Critser cites two major reasons
for this search for non-Mormons to
fill jobs along the Wasatch Front.
First, the Mormon culture’s philo-
sophy of cooperatively working
together runs counter to the philo-
sophy of entrepreneurship, which
reeks of individual, innovative
thought. Mormons, in general, are
most successful in corporate set-

tings where the dynamics are hier-
archical and already established,
but seem to flounder if expected to
think in ways that differ from
standard business procedure.
Critser quotes James Clayton, dean
of the University of Utah's graduate
school, as saying “Utah may be a
good place to have a lot of docile
workers, but it's not a place that
encourages going against the
grain, which is the essence of
entrepreneurship.”

Secondly, Critser acknowledges
a shortage of capital within Utah
and the Mormon culture. The high
cost of raising large families, plus
the added financial expense of pay-
ing 10% of the family’s income to
the Mormon church result in elimi-
nating any money that might be

investigators a poster-sized
blowup of ice cubes from a liquor
ad that Mr. Jessop claims conceal
subliminal messages. The poster's
text agrees that subliminal mes-
sages may indeed be found. It also
says that if you look hard enough,
“you might find a portrait of Mil-
lard Fillmore, a stuffed pork chop
and a 1947 Dodge.”

Still, Utah is not alone in taking a
hard look at possible subliminal
messages. Similar legislation is
being proposed in California, Idaho,
New Jersey, New York, and Penn-
sylvania. The Utah bill is being
sponsored by State Representative
Frances Merrill, who believes that
subliminal messages must be con-
trolled. “I don’t want anything
going into my mind,” she says,
“that I'm not aware of.”

saved for investing in new busi-
ness ideas. In short, investment
capital is not easily found in Utah,
forcing businesses to look else-
where for economic development.
Critser is not shy to point out that
“When Utahans do become creative
with their capital, the result has
often been disastrous.” He is, of
course, referring to such things as
penny stock frauds, real estate
frauds, and other investment
scams which resulted in about
10,000 investors loosing an esti-
mated $200 million, between 1980
and 1983. However, when Mormon
businesses seek out non-Mormons
for Utah jobs, there is a definite
problem in terms of culture. Not
many non-Mormons feel comfort-
able entering the predominantly
Mormon culture which Utah has to
offer. Unfortunately for Utahans
who would like to find work in
Utah—Mormon or non-Mormon—
some businesses simply find the
climate more conducive to busi-
ness success elsewhere.
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THE UNITED WAY IS A GIFT
WE GIVE EACH OTHER
FOR BEING HUMAN

Sometimes it’s not easy being human. Medical libraries are filled with diseases of the
body and mind.

And, as if that weren’t enough, we humans tend to create many of our own problems.

Drugs. Child abuse. ' ‘ - . -ﬁ
Family squabbles. The % B
list goes on and on.
Things we don’t mean to
do, but end up doing to
each other and f
ourselves.

It’s all part of being
human, and all part of
why there’s a United
Way. b

. . L.
The United Way is an _ |
organization devoted to ‘g '
making it easier to deal
with the problems of
being human. An
organization dedicated
to making humanity
more humane. And since
each of us is responsible
for keeping the United
Way successful, it’s
like a gift we give to
each other for being
human.

A gift in the best of human traditions: sharing. Thanks to you.

What is in the future according to Isaiah? Why is Isaiah so difficult to understand and yet so important to study?

THE MESSAGE OF ISAIAH

WITH DR. AVRAHAM GILEADI OF BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

This VHS video presentation outlines the four latter-day keys to interpret this ancient book. Ideal for
study groups, Sunday School, scholars or anyone interested in understanding Isaiah.

“Dr. Gileadi’s work will render obsolete almost “Dr. Gileadi is the only LDS scholar I know of
all the speculations of Isaiah scholars over thelast who is thoroughly prepared to enter into serious
one hundred years.” and proper study and teaching of the works of

PROF. R.K. HARRISON, Ph.D., D.D. Isaiah.”
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO DR. HUGH NIBLEY
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

Send $29.95, plus $2.00 shipping and handling, to:

MEDIA AMERICA
P.O. Box 1662
Orem, Utah 84057




The House That
Gordon Built

Mormons rarely grace the slick
pages of People magazine; it
takes a certain kind of person to
accomplish that kind of feat. In the
January 20, 1986 issue, Gordon Hall
pulled it off. He was the subject of
a three page profile, two pages of
which were covered by photo-
graphs of his home.

Gordon Hall is a 32-year-old
Mormon who lives in Paradise Val-
ley, Arizona with his second wife.
He is the owner of MGM, a real es-
tate company. He is also a multi-
millionaire who seriously and
freely admits to having the desire
to become a trillionaire.

As evidence of Gordon Hall's
wealth and ambition, one need only
take note of his home—a 90 room
mansion, built on six acres of
prime land just outside Phoenix.
The specifics: tennis court,
racquetball court, exercise room,
14 car garage (with gas station), 16
bedrooms, 25 baths (the master
bath contains a Jacuzzi for
fourteen), six dining rooms, six
kitchens, outdoor swimming pool,
waterfall, and an ice rink. And, of
course, there are almost fifty sur-
veillance cameras to keep an eye
on the premises. The house itself
measures up to 52,800 square feet.

There is no cherry on top, but there
is a 44-foot-wide sign on the roof of
the mansion which makes a simple
statement, “Gordon Hall Mansion.”
Hall told People magazine that, “I
want people to know who lives
here.”

The house was purchased for $2
million from Walker McCune, an
Arizona investor. Hall—who laid
the foundation for his fortune by
building a successful health club
chain called 24 Hour Nautilus—
spent another $1 million on the
tennis and racquetball courts and

the workout room

Hall didn't just find all this
money out in the desert. He grew
up in a tract house in San Diego,
worked as a fisherman, joined the
Army, then worked his way up the
management ladder in a health
club in Colorado Springs. Hall is
quoted in People magazine as say-
ing, “Being successful is not so dif-
ficult as people say.”

Gordon Hall is interested in doing
things big. Indeed, his business is
big. His real estate company is
planning to give Phoenix the big-
gest mall in the world, as well as
the tallest building in the state. And
in West Germany, Gordon Hall
wants to build the biggest mall in
all of Europe. “So | say to myself
(he is quoted in People), ‘The big-
gest and the best.’ That's what I'm
here to do.”

New Offshoot of LDS
Church Springs Up

On February 8, 1986 three people
representing The Restoration
Church of Jesus Christ spoke about
their organization to a small
audience at the Salt Lake Public
Library. The Restoration church
was established less than a year
ago in Los Angeles by a group of
people who had been excom-
municated from the LDS Church for

homosexuality. The group is called
by some onlookers “The Gay
Mormon Church.”

The “Temporary Presidency” of
the new denomination is headed by
Elder Antonio A. Feliz (Presiding
High Priest), who once served as a
bishop in the LDS church. Feliz and
others felt they had received a

edited by Maurice Draper

RESTORATION STUDIES Il

A Collection of Essays About the
History, Beliefs, and Practices
of the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints

RESTORATION STUDIES III

Restoration Studies IIlI, the third book in the Restoration
Studies series, is a collection of scholarly articles for readers
interested in RLDS and LDS history. The essays are
grouped under these headings: Church Mission and
Program, Priesthood, Church History, Scriptural and
Theological Studies, Biography, Zionic Community, and

Special Features.

The thirty-five authors, through their skilled research and
intellectual inquiry, challenge us to “seek learning by study
and also by faith.” This book is a valuable source of informa-

tion and thought.
12-0438-6

Call toll-free 1-800-821-7550.
Missouri residents call 1-800-346-3026 Ext. 387
Please add 10% postage, handling, and insurance. Missouri residents
add 5.725% sales tax.
Herald House, P.O. Box HH, Independence, MO 64055
Herald House Canada, 390 Speedvale Ave. E., Guelph, Ont. N1E IN5

$15.00
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revelation to create the new
church. The church was officially
organized on August 28, 1985 and
has approximately twenty
members. Counselors in the presid-
ency are LaMar Hamilton (Presid-
ing Bishop) and John R. Crane
(Presiding Patriarch/ Evangelist).
Feliz and Crane have collected their
revelations in the book Hidden
Treasures and Promises.

The Restoration church differs
from the LDS church in several sig-
nificant ways. Its membership is
dominated by lesbians and gay
men. Also, it refuses to declare
itself the only true church. The Res-
toration church believes in the
ordination of women into its priest-
hood; Elder Pamela J. Calkins was
ordained a minister in the church.
An interesting concept in the new

the new church is gay polygamy.
Triangle magazine quotes Feliz as
stating, “If a group of people feels
that a plural relationship is con-
firmed by the Lord and the presid-
ency has no objection, a sealing
will be performed.”

However, the Restoration church
does maintain practices that are
similar to the LDS church. They
believe in paying tithing, holding
Family Home Evening, and in hav-
ing a lay clergy. The Restoration
church plans to implement a mis-
sionary program to proselytize gay
people. They plan to have temples
in which endowments and marriage
sealings can be performed. The
leaders of this new denomination
stress that The Restoration Church
of Jesus Christ follows the doctrine
presented by the Prophet Joseph

$mith, and those found in the four
standard works.

The gay Mormon community
itself has not totally embraced the
Restoration church. Some members
of Affirmation, a support group for
Mormon gays and lesbians, oppose
the new church because they main-
tain a belief in the LDS Church.
Affirmation and the Restoration
church are decidedly separate
organizations with completely dis-
tinct goals. The Restoration church
is not allowed to solicit converts at
Affirmation gatherings.

When asked if the LDS Church
had made any official statement
about the Restoration Church of
Jesus Christ, Jerry Cahill—
spokeman for the LDS Church—
said, “I've never heard of it.”

CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS are 35¢ a word, paid in advance, with
a ten-word minimum. For a schedule of reguair ad
rates and further information, write to Sunstone
Magazine, 59 West 100 South, Salt Lake City, UT
84101, or call, (801) 355-5926.

THE JOKN TAYLOR PAPERS The last pioneer telis it like
itwas. Volume |, The Apostie, $11.95 Volumell, The
President, $13.95. Each plus $1.00 postage. Samuel
m;ﬁylor, 1954 Stockbridge Ave, Redwood City, CA

SALT LAKE SCHOOL IF THE PROPHETS MINUTE BOOK. 80
pages, illustrated. $5.00 postpaid. GRAFFAM
GRAPHICS, P.0. Box 2234, Palm Desert, CA 92261.

PRIVATE COLLECTION — 10th Century Mormon Prints,
Books and Post CArds as well as large standard
Mormon library — for sale. Call Robert Christian
(215) 349-8059, or write, 406 S. 43rd St., Philadelphia,
PA 19104

SKETCHING WITH A TECHNICAL PEN by Merle H.
Graffam. 32 pages of pen and ink illustrations with
notes on technique. $5.00 postpaid. GRAFFAM
GRAPHICS, P.0. Box 2234, Paim Desert, CA 92261.

EXTENSIVE MORMON LIBRARY — Standard, fund-
amentalist, and anti-mormon collection. Five-page
index. P.0. Box 187, Montrose, CA 91020

THE PLAYS OF RUTH AND NATHAN HALE. Availabel for
immediate performance. Encore Performance Publish-
ing P.0. Box 692 Orem, UT 84057

LDSF:MORMON SCIENCE FICTION, $4.95' Animals and
the Gospel, $2.00. Scott Smith, 2455 Calle Roble,
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

“SELECTED MANIFESTATIONS™ — All Temple Dedicatory
Prayers and nearly Alt Church Revelations not in the
D &C in ONE BOOK!! Call (415) 339-9674 or send SASE;
Sister Reay, c/0 4770 Lincoln Ave, Oakland, CA 94602

COMMUNITY SERVICES COUNCIL. Our effort is to help
low income, elderly, & handicapped people live
independently. Retired craftsmen-painters, plumbers,
carpenters, etc. — of any one else interested. A
modest wage is negotiable. Call Lowell Bennion or
Ted Keefer at 486-2136. 212 West 1300 S.,SLC, UT
84115

USED/RARE LOS BOOKS for sale FREE UPDATED LIST.
We buy and seli. Book Connection, P.0. Box 1, Provo,
UT 84603

THE BOOK VAULT Crossroads Plaza, 50 South Main,
LSC, UT 84144. (801) 364-8051. A unique general
bookstore, we offer discounted best sellers and a
wide range of good books — including Women's and
Western Americana. We welcome special orders and
boast of our quarterly newsletter.

FOR SALE: Large (12,000 item) Utah Mormon book
collection. Will consider trade for Salt Lake area real
estate. Contact 1315 S. 200 E., Salt Lake City, UT
84115. (801) 487-5598

SALT LAKE RAPE CRISIS CENTER needs volunteers. If
you can give 20 hours a month, call 532-RAPE.

MORMON MISCELLANEOUS REPRINTS now available
1. “Spaulding Manuscript Theory Then and Now” by
Lester Bush; 2. “The writing of Joseph Smith's
History” by Dean Jessee; 3. “The Early Accounts of
Joseph Smith’s First Vision” by Dean Jessee; 4. “How
to Stucy The Bible” by J.R. Dummelow; 5. “The
Translators to the Reader” by translators of the KJV.
To order, send $1.50 each plus 50¢ postage to
Mormon Miscellaneous, 8865 South 1300 East,
Sandy, UT 84092.

MORMON MISCELLANEOUS NOTECARDS, an expanding
collection of notes, comments, and references to
cover the entire history of Mormondom, standard
works, noncanonical writings, gleanings from early
Christian writers and recent biblical scholars. Series
will include contributions from the files of many
Mormon scholars and researchers on topics of
history, doctrine, polemics, statistics, current
events, Mormon, non-Mormon, anti-Mormon—in
short, all from any source (both published and
unpublished) in anyway relating to Mormonism.
Notecards will be published in sets of 100 4x6 cards
at $6.00 per set. 800-1200 notecards will be published
per year. First two sets now available. To order, send
$6.00 to Mormon Miscellaneous, 8865 South 1300
East, Sandy, UT 84092

PERSONALS

26 YEAR OLD PARALEGAL, MALE, 511", brown hair,
hazel eyes, with a good sense of humor. 1 love horror
movies (with popcorn), kids, dogs, and a good joke.
Traveling the world is my dream. Care to share a
dream? Will answer all replys. Reply to Box S-056
(Salt Lake area).

MALE, 23, BLONDE HAIR, BLUE EYES, ARTISTIC, loves the
outdoors, fine food and good music. Looking for a
female 20-30 for frienship leading to...? lf your'e tired
of playing games, write. Reply to Box S-055 (Sait
Lake area).

FEMALE ENTREPRENEUR 28, 48", 105 Ibs. looking for
Mr. Right. He's got a good sense of humor, likes to
dance. and likes to do crazy things. Great looks are
not important but a good outlook on lifeis. Could you
be Mr. Right? Reply to Box S-057 (Salt Lake area).

STILL S8INGLE? No new faces? Cold shoulders but no
warm hearts? Try advertising yourself in SUNSTONE
PERSONALS! Rate is 35¢ per word paid in advance,
with a ten-word minimum. Call (801) 355-5926 or
send your ad to SUNSTONE, 53 West 100 South, SLC,
UT 84101.

To respond to an ad, send your letter to SUNSTONE
BOX ....(fill in the box number), SUNSTONE, 59 West
100 South, SLC, UT 84101. Your letter will be
forwarded to the lucky advertiser in question.

GORGEOUS, vivacious, woman seeks total heretic
with zest for life. Me:30,5'4" actress, lawyer, singer.
You: terrific cuddler, emotionaly responsible. No
Z%gt agendas. (Salt Lake Area.) Reply to Box

LDS PROFESSIONAL MAN, 49,6'4",240Ibs., B.A.M.A.,
inveterate reader with eclectic interests seeks tall,
attactive, sensitive, affectionate, good-figured
professional female 30-4-. Someone who craves
meaningful dialogue and communication, as | do.
Prefer never married, but will respond to all. Please
send photo, phone, will return. (Southern Calit.
area) Reply to Box S-031.

VAVAVAVOOM! Young at 40. Great lady, single parent
seeks sophisticated male 30-45 for good times,
exciting travel, and warm talks. Must be emotionally
mature. Should like kids, but must like me. Prefer to
share my interest in the arts. (Sait Lake area.) Reply
to Box S-022.

MALE, 45, divorced, Ph.D. Mostly normal, somtimes
crazy, but always caring. Looking for an open and
honest, independent. professional woman who has
almost worked through the guilt maze. Willing to
give a lot of space. Smothering not wanted. | get to
do half of the cooking and you most of the driving.
Southern Utah camping, fishing in |daho and no
polyester part of the deal.(Salt Lake, Provo, Ogden
ares.) Reply to Box $-011.

MALE ASCETIC. 31, 53", who is willing to relinquish
his vows of celibacy for the right Spiritually
Maturated Maiden. | am a former Green Beret who
has found peace in Prayer, Scholarship, and the Love
of Truth. Resume, Polygraph & Photo upon request.
(Southern Callif. area.) Reply to Box S-046.

WARM, SINCERE, PROFESSIONAL MALE, 35, Culturally
minded, enjoys good books and conversation; seeks
intellegent, optimistic female to share ideas, feelings
and family life. (Washington state area) Reply to
Box S-052.

LBS LADY, 30, iikes history, Hitchcock, Huey Lewis,
seeks hopeless romantic with sence of humor who
will take her dancing. (Houston TX area) Reply to
Box S-053.
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WASHINGTON CORNER

Bell on Reagan

The most well-known Mormon
educator, T. H. Bell, former U.S.
Secretary of Education, recently
described his relationship with the
Great Communicator. In the March
issue of Phi Delta Kappan maga-
zine, Bell describes Ronald Reagan
as “a man of strength, conviction
and courage;” however, he also
charges that the Administration
failed to set forth a clear policy on
education.

“| worked in the Cabinet for four
long, tumultuous years," writes
Bell. “I learned that Ronald Reagan
apparently believed he could get
the best thinking from his Cabinet
and senior staff members if he
allowed a few debates and verbal
brawls to discipline their thinking."

Bell believes that a lack of deci-
sive leadership at the top gave the
Administration's education policy a
certain incoherence. One example
of this is in the area of bilingual
education, a program the Adminis-
tration initially wanted to sharply
curtail. Given this, Bell says he was
surprised to hear Reagan promise
Texas Hispanics during his 1984

reelection campaign that he would
support continued funding for the
program.

Reagan's reluctance to step into

seldom spoke out on controversial
issues during his tenure in the
Cabinet. Still, conservative politi-
cians tended to dismiss his criti-
cism. Burton Yale Pines, vice-
president of the Heritage
Foundation, a conservative think-
tank in Washington, D.C., dis-

education policy also gave an
opening to right-wing ideologues
who, says Bell, would take the
President's general ideas and
“carry them to the lunatic fringes
of ideological political thought.”
Bell charges these unnamed con-
servatives with aiming for the aboli-
tion of every major federal educa-
tion program, including student
financial aid and aid to the
handicapped.

Bell's criticism was particularly
startling in light of his reputation
as a low-profile administrator who

Political Shifting

After a long season out in the cold,
do Utah liberals have a chance to
regain some influence in the state?
In a recent Wall Street Journal
article, Robert Gottlieb and Peter
Wiley argue that Utah may be
ready for a change in its political

missed the article as “a rather
pathetic exercise" and added, “it
was Bell who was out of step with
Reagan.” Free Congress Founda-
tion president Paul Weyrich was
somewhat more blunt, describing
the article as “sour grapes from a
man now looking for a high-paying
post somewhere in the education
establishment.”

Bell is presently a professor of
education at the University of Utah,
where he teaches education
administration.

weather.

The co-authors of Empires in
the Sun and America's Saints,
Gottlieb and Wiley are familiar with
the signs of conservative
entrenchment in Utah. The state

JOURNEY FOR PEACE
IN NICARAGUA

WITNESS FOR PEACE,

A FAITH-BASED
MOVEMENT COMMITTED
TO CHANGING U.S.
POLICY TOWARD
NICARAGUA, WILL SEND
VOLUNTEERS FROM THIS
REGION TO NICARAGUA
FROM SEPTEMBER 23
THROUGH OCTOBER 7,
1986. IF YOU WOULD LIKE
MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL 364-2971.
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gave Reagan his biggest majorities
in the country in the last two elec-
tions, and at present every state-
wide office is held by conservative
Republicans. Gottlieb and Wiley
also note other factors that limit
liberal influence: a small and dis-
organized minority community, a
weak tradition of union political
activity, the conservative cultural
values of Mormonism, and a long-
standing hostility to the federal

overnment. But there are other
actors at work. During the past
decade, immigration into the Salt
Lake Valley has eroded the tradi-
tional Mormon majority there. More
than half the population of Salt
Lake City is now non-Mormon, and
Gottlieb and Wiley claim that “in
the context of Utah conservatism,
Salt Lake City is a veritable hotbed
of radical-liberal politics.” Salt
Lake City mayor Palmer DePaulis
and his predecessor Ted Wilson
have both deviated from the gen-
eral run of Utah elected officials.
They are both moderate Democrats
who present themselves as compe-
tent young administrators with
innovative approaches to the chal-
lenges facing the city.

Gottlieb and Wiley also think that
Utah voters may be less interested
in ideology than their record at the
polls suggests. They point to
former governor Scott Matheson as
an example of a successful Utah
politician, who “avoids ideological
conflict by staying ‘above’ politics
and focusing instead on one or two
safe issues and the cultivation of a
pleasing image." Politicians who
stress ideology in their campaigns
may be less successful. Recent
negative polls have caused Senator
Orrin Hatch to soft pedal his
commitment to several New Right
objectives, particularly in the area
of women's issues.

Gottlieb and Wiley conclude by
pointing out that ideology is less
important in American politics than
it is in European countries.

Instead, American politicians have
chosen to portray their opponents
as extremists, while assuring the
voters that they share the voters’
mainstream values. In Utah the
“mainstream” has traditionally
thought of itself as conservative,
but a cultural shift away from that
identification might have only a
limited ideological impact.

“The Reagan revolution,” the two
writers conclude, “is not a perma-
nent one even in Utah, especially
when its champion leaves office.”
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NEW BOOKS BY
LATTER-DAY SAINT
SCHOLARS

Presidents of the Church, compiled and
edited by Leonard J. Arrington, is a
new collection of brief, yet comprehen-
sive biographies of the Church presi-
dents, including the newest prophet,
Ezra Taft Benson. Historians such as
James B. Allen, Dean C.Jesse,Edward
L. Kimball, Ronald W. Walker and
many others have contributed to this
fascinating book. $15.95

Life of Joseph Smith the Prophet, by
George Q. Cannon.A favorite biog-
raphy of the first latter-day prophet.
Now reprinted from the original book
in this beautiful Classics in Mormon
Literature edition. $14.95

The Story of the Latter-day Saints
covers 156 years of Church history.
This is the reprint of one of the most
popular histories of the Church. Written
by noted historians James B. Allen and
Glen M. Leonard. $17.95

Old Testament and Related Studies is
the first volume in the collected writings
of Hugh Nibley. Contains papers and
lectures--some never before published--
on the historicity of the Bible, myths
and the scriptures, apocryphal works,
and topics. $15.95

Winter Quarters, by Conrey Bryson,
tells of the city that sheltered the Saints
as they prepared for their exodus to
Zion. Includes photographs. $9.95

Unto the Islands of the Sea, by R.Lanier
Britsch, explores the fascinating history

of the Church in Pacific Islands.Includes
maps and photographs and maps.$76.95

These new titles are available at your local
bookstore, or by calling Deseret Book
Express. Outside Utah call toll-free 1-800-
453-4532. In Utah call toll-free 1-800-662-
3653. Salt Lake area call 534-1515.
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BOOKS

A Lethal (Hi)story

TABERNACLE
THOMAS COOK

PINNACLE BOOKS, 1985, $3.50, 326 PP.

Reviewed by Scott Abbott

e Mormon murder mystery,
’ of which Arthur Conan
Doyle's A Study in Scarlet
is the most famous example, had a
banner year in 1983. Rex Burns's
The Avenging Angel (Viking
Press), Gary Stewart's The Tenth
Virgin (St. Martin’s Press), and
Thomas Cook’'s Tabernacle
(Houghton Miflin) all first appeared
in that year. The latter two novels
share extensive similarities of plot.
In both The Tenth Virgin and
Tabernacle, a street-wise New
York detective tracks down a mur-
derer in the very foreign environ-
ment of Salt Lake City (with excur-
sions to Provo and southern Utah).
Their plots turn on the doctrine of
blood atonement; and in each the
detective solves the case (which
ends with an attempted assasina-
tion in the tabernacle during gen-
eral conference) only by making
his way through the labyrinth of
Mormon theology, culture, hie-
rarchy, and fringe elements. Both
novels make interesting reading,
but Tabernacle proves more
satisfying and more provocative to
Mormon readers. (For a further
description of The Tenth Virgin
see Levi Peterson’s review in
SUuNsTONE vol. 10 no. 3.)

In Tabernacle Tom Jackson, a
ten-year veteran of the Salt Lake
police department, still wishes he
were in his native New York, which
he had left after a mysterious event
involving his only real friend. As
Jackson solves the series of Sait
Lake murders he reflects on those
earlier events. Thus the reader
experiences two stories at once,
both of which illuminate the per-
sonality of the New York cop cast
out of his seamy paradise into the
City of the Saints.

With his heart still in New York,
Jackson fights periodic attacks of
depression; “You feel like a fly in a
prayer book. The whole weight of
Salt Lake just comes slamming
down on you!' . . . He did not like
the wholesome cleanliness, the
other-worldly gleam. But there

were cases of blight here and there,
a greasy diner or oil-stained gas
station.” There are important rea-
sons, however, why Jackson is in
Salt Lake rather than in New York,
and by the end of the book we find
just how attractive the city’s
“other-worldly gleam” is to the cop
whose moral foundation was se-
verely shaken in New York.

A man of Jackson’s experience is
naturally cynical. When he finds
Donald Oisen, a Church spokesman
in the public communications
department, and BYU student
Jennifer Warren in compromising
(and deadly) proximity to the
crime, he works doggedly against
what seems an insane coverup by
his fellow policemen and by the
powerful Mormon hierarchy.

Because of the pressure on him
to conform, he takes himself off the
case and then must face the per-
suasive apostle of the Church,
Mordecai McBride. Their conversa-
tion reveals both men’s attitudes
toward the Mormons’ partially
achieved, strenously defended
utopia. When McBride finds that
Jackson left the case because of
the perceived coverup, their dis-
cussion has overtones of the cur-
rent debate over the writing of
Mormon history:

“‘Do you honestly think we
are that corrupt?’ McBride
asked, a sense of wounded
honor in his tone.

‘No.’

‘You're implying it.’

‘Look,” Tom said, ‘| know how
a murder investigation works.
You can't just exclude an entire
area of investigation and expect
to do the job. You've got to
check out everything.’

‘And you think we won't?’

‘There was a girl up there
with Donald Olsen. Maybe they
knew each other. Maybe they
didn’t. But in any normal inves-
tigation, that's the first thing
you'd need to find out.’

‘Agreed. So?’

‘They’re not looking in that
direction,” Tom said.

‘I se6.’

‘They don't want for there to
be any relationship between the
girl and Olsen.’

‘Maybe there wasn't one,’
McBride said.

‘Maybe there wasn't,” Tom
said, ‘But from my experience
I've learned that if you don't
want to find something, you
won'’t whether it's there or not.’

McBride glanced about the
room, then leaned forward
again. ‘Does the word discretion
mean anything to you, Tom?'”

The apostle tells Jackson how
important Olsen is, not just as a
person, but as a representative of
the Church. “The Church,” he says,
“has not gotten to where it is in
this country by being indifferent to
such matters.”

Jackson says he is just a cop.
When he sees someone murdered
he wants to find out who did it.

McBride talks about how insinua-
tions linger and what harm they
can do, even if proven false. He
promises Jackson that there is no
coverup, whatever the appear-
ances. When Jackson finally
agrees to stay with the case (so
there will be no intimation of “hon-
est cop quits investigation because
of coverup”) McBride has a few
last words for him:

“‘You have to understand
something about the Saints. We
were greatly persecuted. Our
leaders were killed. We were
driven from place to place until
we found Salt Lake. A people
with that sort of past is very
careful about its future. Very
self-protective of what they
have, because it took them so
long to get it. Maybe sometimes
we overreact. . . . We teach the
present, but also the past and
future. There is a wholeness to
our vision, a completeness. We
are used to waiting. And we will
know when it is finished.’

‘I don’t know anything about
that,’ Tom said. ‘I'm just a cop.’

. ‘.And | am just your brother,’
McBride said.”

_ Jackson continues his
investigation of Olsen and Warren,
in his own way. It is a mark of the
novel’s balance that he discovers
one of the two to be as squeaky
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clean as the Mormons claim, while
finding the other has a less savory
side. Again and again Mormon
doctrines, cultural practices,
personalities, and history are
called in question, examined, and
found to be flawed and salvific,
unpalatable and delicious to the
taste. But the author is not only
interested in balance. What draws
him to Salt Lake City is a religion
that has partially succeeded in
realizing its utopian dreams.

As McBride says, “there is a
wholeness to our vision, a
completeness.” While that sense of
perfection gives Mormons the
tremendous power to create a
flourishing, largely peaceful empire
in the Great Basin, it also inspires a
“fortress mentality,” an intolerance
for imperfection, a need to stifle
criticism, a desire to selectively
rewrite history, and a deadening
stasis.

Jackson attends a general
conference session near the end
and observes the other visitors:

“They were the tourists of their
faith and Salt Lake was their
Mecca, the place they came to for
inspiration and renewal, a city set
down within a curve of snow-
capped mountains, a fortress
against that alien, gentile world
they had no wish to join or
understand.And yet, somewhere
within the heart of their own
citadel, someone was killing them."

That “someone” has an extremist
vision of the inviolable perfection

of the Church. Because the leaders
of the Church believe in continuing
revelation, because they have not
entirely committed themselves to
defending present perfection, there
has been a major change in doc-
trine. The murderer, with a vested
interest in the history he sees as
violated, is determined to purify his
Church. The problems Jackson per-
ceives in the Church and its
members, when intensified and
focused in a single fanatical indi-
vidual, result in violence. Or to
state it the other way around: the
murders done in the name of reli-
gion, and as part of a perceived
historical pattern, merely magnify
tendencies present in the Church as
a whole.

That Tabernacle is a murderous
parable about the uses of history
becomes clear near the end of the
book, if it hasn't already, when
Jackson visits the offices of two
professors of history at BYU. One
of them, Professor Kraft, has
packed his books and is leaving
the university, presumably because
of limits on his writing similar to
those McBride tried to place on
Jackson's investigation. The other,
Professor Lambert, plays a key role
in the final moments of the novel.
But | shall not discuss that here,
leaving the final unraveling of this
lethal (hi)story for you.

Thomas Cook has written about
the dark side of ideologies before.
His 1982 novel The Orchids is
largely the diary of a Nazi
concentration-camp doctor who,

with others even more evil than
himself, tried to exterminate the
evil he thought he saw in the world.
But if this were not obviously
Cook's book, | would be tempted to
ascribe it to a slightly disgruntled
BYU history professor writing
under a pseudonym. The author
shows an uncanny sense for both
the positive and negative sides of
Mormonism, and especially for the
complications involved in writing
“faithful history."” There are a few
factual errors; two men in Provo
plan to meet half an hour later in
the Hotel Utah, “disfellowshipment”
is mistaken for excommunication,
and BYU is attributed a department
of theology: but these could be
explained as clever dissembling.
The cover of the paperback, under
the title Tabernacle, is dominated
by an embossed picture of the Salt
Lake temple. But lest we scoff at
another error, the tabernacle can
be seen hiding in the background.
In this, as in any good mystery,
things are not as they seem.

Tabernacle is more than a first-
rate murder mystery. In murder, its
author has found the ugly final
consequence of an ideology certain
of its own perfection. Mormons,
Catholics, Republicans, Marxists,
and literary critics would all do
well to read this book.

SCOTT ABBOTT is an assistant
professor of German at
Vanderbilt University in
Nashville, Tennessee.
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his book begins to explain Mormon polygamy!
A finely crafted study of America’s most
misunderstood social experiment.”

— Valeen Tippetts Avery, co-author of
Mormon Enigma: Emma Hale Smith

= ere is the first and only
Haccount that consolidates
long-held perceptions with
the best scholarship currently
available, to give readers a view
of polygamy — what it was, who
the primary players have been,
how the rules have changed, and
what it has meant for main-
stream Mormons.”
— Melvin T. Smith, former
director, Utah State
Historical Society

g here is a frank acceptance of
POLYGAMY whatever facts the evidence
produces.”

A HlSTORY — Brigham D. Madsen,

professor emeritus of
Richard S.Van Wagoner History, University
of Utah

MORMON POLYGAMY

A HISTORY
Richard S. Van Wagoner

*19.95
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