
RLDS Support
Women In Priesthood
By non Bitton

The ordination of women to the
priesthood appears to have gained
strong support in the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. Two years after a
revelation granting the priesthood
to women was voted into the
church’s scriptural canon,
delegates to the biennial RLDS
World Confe~rence have
overwhelmingly voted down efforts
to delete the, document from the
Doctrine and Covenants.

The idea that women might be
called to priesthood service has not
always been so widely accepted in
the RLDS Church. Resolutions have
beenpresented at every RLDS
WorldConference since 1970
calling for priesthood ordination or
a greater rolle for women in the
church. However, earlier
resolutions ,were rejected by the
delegates, who were reluctant to
make such a drastic change in
policy in the. absence of scriptural
or revelatory precedent. In
addition, the rules and regulations
of the RLDS Church clearly
precluded any move to ordain
women.

In 1982 two resolutions were put
before the Conference. Both agreed
that scripture offered no clear
guidance on this issue. But while
one resolution stated that this
scriptural wtgueness left the
church free to ordain women, the
other held that the church should
wait for prophetic guidance.
Neither resolution passed. Instead,
a task force was appointed to
explore the feelings of church
members on this =ssue and to
report their findings to the 1984
Conference.

When the results of the task
force’s survey were made public in
February 19,84, it became clear that
the RLDS Church was far from a

consensus. Nearly half the
members opposed giving women
the priesthood; about one-third
supported the idea, while the
remainder was unsure.

When the 1984 Conference
convened in April, the delegates
received the unexpected news that
they would be voting on the
canonical status of a revelation by
President Smith. The text dealt with
the nature and responsibilities of
priesthood, and read in part:
¯.. (A)II are called according to the
gifts which have been given them.
Therefore, do not wonder that some
women in the church are being called
to priesthood responsibilities. This is
in harmony with my will...
Nevertheless, in the ordaining of
women to the priesthood, let this be
done with all deliberateness. Before
actual laying on of hands takes place,
let specific guidelines and
instructions be provided by the
spiritual authorities, that all may ,be
done in order.

After some hesitancy, the
Conference adopted the document
as Section 156 of the RLDS Doctrine
and Covenants. The first
ordinations took place in November
1985 and since then over 200
women have been called to
(~riesthood service. (Unlike the LDShurch, RLDS men do not
automatically enter the priesthood
and advance according to their
age. Less than one-fifth of RLDS
men hold priesthood positions.)

The change in policy has met
with strong opposition from some
of the more conservative members
of the church, who feel that the
church may be following shifting
secular values rather than the will
of God. "Our mission.., is not to
react to the swings of time," said
one delegate to the 1984 Conference.
"If women were to be in the
priesthood they would have been in

from the beginning." Glen Miller, a
conference delegate from
Oklahoma, expressed similar
reservations. "For nearly 6,000
years God has not seen fit to call
women to the priesthood. I see no
scriptural basis for calling women
to the~ priesthood. I feel that it is
not the will and the mind of God."

Most members of the RLDS
Church have grown to feel
reasonably comfortable with the
new policy, but opposition from
some quarters has remained
intense. At this year’s World
Conference delegates from the
Central Missour= Stake and the
Nebraska District submitted three
resohJtions aimed at reducing the
1984 ~revelation to the status of
"non-scripture." The First
Presidency ruled all three
resolutions out of order, and the
floor sustained the decision by a
nine-to-one margin.

Although the wide margin of the
sustaining vote left little doubt
about the church’s commitment to
a prie~sthood without gender
restrictions, opponents of the
policy remained adamant. "We
~ntend to struggle until hell freezes
over, and then skate on the ice,"
said former RLDS pastor Ralph
Whiting, a delegate, from
Warrensburg, Missouri. Whiting
was removed as pastor last year
because of his opposition to the
ordination of women.

However, opponents of the
measure are having trouble putting
up a ,united front. An International
Elders’ Conference that ran
concurrently with the World
Conference this year drew 200
delegates representing various
groups who had split with the RLDS
Church over the priesthood issue¯
However, the delegates were
unable to agree on a plan for
unification before the conference
adjourned.

In any case, the dissidents’
decisions will probably have little
impact on the vast majority of
RLDS Saints, who seem ready to
follow their Presidency on a course
that other branches of the Restoration
have left unexplored.
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Polygamists Enter
Political Arena
For nearly a century, polygamists
in Utah have largely kept to
themselves and hoped that
outsiders would not notice their
continued adherence to The
Principle. But that reticence may be
fading, as two of Utah’s more
outspoken polygamists have
announced their candidacy for
local offices on the Libertarian
Party ticket.

In Salt Lake County, former
Murray police officer Royston
Potter is actively seeking the post
of county sheriff. In the south of
the state, Alex Joseph, who is
presently the mayor of the tiny
community of Big Water, is running

for a seat on the Kane County
Commission. National officials of
the Libertarian Party believe that
Joseph may well win the race.
Potter’s candidacy is more
problematic: a serious challenge,
party officials believe, would
require a campaign chest of more
than $40,000. In 1984 the
party raised only $6,000 for all of
its Utah candidates.

Although neither of the two
candidates regards polygamy as
an issue in their campaign, both
feel that their commitment to the
practice was a decisive factor in
leading them to seek office on the
Libertarian ticket. As Alex Joseph’s

wife Elizabeth says, "Anyone in our
position has to be a Libertarian. It’s
the only group that says victimless
crime isn’t the business of the
government ."

Fo’r their part, Libertarians seem
perfectly willing to take the two
polygamists under their banner.
Alex ,Joseph has already won their
gratitude by leading Big Water’s
four city council members into the
Libertarian fold, making the largely
non-polygamous town the nation’s
first to be controlled by
Libertarians. State party chairman
Bob Waldrop says he believes the
two controversial figures will help
draw attention to the Libertarian
Party, and says he isn’t bothered
by the run-ins that Potter and
Joseph have had with the law. "It’s
kind of hard to be a Libertarian,"
said Waldrop, "and not be a
lawbreaker."

Church Archives
Adopts New
A ccess Policies
A recent statement from the
library and archives of the Church
Historical Department announced
that the archives is instituting
several new procedures governing
patron access to historical
materials. Administrators hoped
the move would improve security
at the archives, as well as helping
to preserve the many historical
documents there.

Before adopting the new policies
archives officials consulted with a
representative from the National
Archives in Washington, D.C. and

other experts in the field to learn
more about current practices at
other collections. The procedures
they adopted were outlined in a
press release dated May 27.

According to the statement, the
new user requirements include
signing in and signing out when
patrons use the facility.
Researchers who wish to examine
particularly rare or sensitive
documents will need to have their
request approved by a review
committee. Other changes include
the remodeling of the archives

reading room, and the installation
of a computerized circulation
system and other sophisticated
electronic equipment.

The desire to upgrade procedures
at the, archives may well have been
prompted in part by a continuing
problem with security control over
sensitive material in the collection.
Some users have also been
frustrated in the past by what they
feel are vague and inconsistent
access policies. The general feeling
seems to be that the new policies
will lead to more professionalism
in the admistration of the collect-
ion. In addition, they should make
it easier to protect the aging and
valuable documents housed in the
archives. One user of the collection
said that so far the change in
access policy had not hindered his
research. "This may well be a more
professional policy than we’ve seen
in the past," he said. "We’ll just
have to wait and see."
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Playing Chicken
with God
ULTIMATE REALITY AND
SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE
EDITED BY J. DUERLINGER
NEW ERA-PARA CON HOUSE,
1984, 237 PP..
Reviewed by James E. Faulconer

GOD AND TEMPORALITY
EDITED BY BOWMAN CLARK
AND EUGENE T. LONG
NEW ERA-PARAGON HOUSE,
1984, 198 PP..

7~ceeSe two volumes are
prints of papers from a

onference sponsored by the
New Ecumenical Research Associa-
tion (hence the publishing imprint
"New Era"--these books have not
been seen by Correlation). The con-
ference, held in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida, in 1983, was held under the
title, "God: The Contemporary Dis-
cussion." A reader familiar with the
work of a growing number of phi-
losophers from Anglo-Americans
like Nelson Goodman and W. V. O.
Quine to Europeans like Hans-
Georg Gadamer, Paul Ricoeur, and
Jurgen Habermas, who question
the metaphysics of transcendence
which makes talk about "ultimate
reality" possible, will not find
either of these books as useful or
interesting as they would be if the
authors of the papers had con-
fronted the questions that have
been raised about the metaphysics
they assume.. The papers in both
volumes accept that metaphysics
so unquestioningly that none of the
authors even feel obliged to men-
tion its arguability. Such an omis-
sion undercuts much of what could
have been very useful material. The
omission is especially disappoint-
ing to Latter-day Saint readers
because it is just such discussion
which may help us see the implica-
tions of our own position, a posi-
tion which at least calls into ques-
tion traditional talk about God in
terms of metaphysical transcend-
ence, if it isn’t absolutely incompat-
ible with that talk.

The first collection, Ultimate
Reality and Spiritual Discipline,
is least affected by this omission
(though it is always there, and
sometimes explicitly), for it centers
around questions of spiritual disci-
pline more than around questions
of ultimate reality. Latter-day

Saints tend to be unfamiliar with
the term spiritual discipline, but
in most cases it could be replaced
by something like religious prac-
tices, spirituality (if thought of in
the concrete terms of practice
rather than in the foggy terms of
attitude which are sometimes
used), or worship. Contrasting
terms are theology, doctrine, etc.
This volume contains twelve
essays from a variety of religious
traditions (for example, Buddhist
and Islamic as well as Judeo-
Christian). These essays take up
issues such as whether spiritual
discipline is necessarily elitist, how
institutionalization and spirituall
discipline are related, whether spiri-
tual discipline can give one insight
into ultimate reality (there’s that
unquestioned metaphysics again),
and the place of spiritual discipline
in a secular society. Though many
Latter-day Saint readers will find
the discussions odd because they
center themselves in an under-
standing of God foreign to Latter-
day Saint theology, I recommend
them. For one thing, they provide
us a focus for our own questions of
spiritual discipline. For another,
being written from a variety of reli-
gious perspectives they give read-
ers some insight into and, there-
fore, appreciation for the spiritual
discipline of others. I found Rutlh
Tiffany Barnhouse’s descri.ption= of
St. Ignatius’ spiritual exercises
quite useful in both these regards
(though I didn’t find her references
comparing Ignatius’ work to Carl
Jung’s very enlightening).

The second volume, God and
Temporality, is more affected by
the unexamined but arguable
metaphysics than the first because
it is considerably more concerned
with metaphysical questions. None-
theless, even with that flaw there

are some interesting articles in it.
One, "The Divine Historicity," by
Galen ,Johnson, is particularly
representative; at one and the
same time it offers insights into the
question of the relation of God to
time, and it exemplifies the meta-
physical problems inherent in each
of the papers. It begins as an exam-
ination of human being in light of
some rliscussions about historicity,
discussions which have argued
that persons are necessarily tem-
poral. Then Johnson goes on to
apply the results of that thinking to
thinking about God as a person,
arguing that God too is historical
because he is a person. Latter-day
Saints will find much here that is
intrigu=ing and much that could
merit consideration in our own dis-
cussions of the Divine.

Johnson’s argument, however, is
flawed in the same way as the rest
of the essays: he would have done
well to have taken into account the
discussions of temporality and
human being which postdate the
sources he cites. He mentions
Martin Heidegger’s work, Being
and Time, as one of the origins for
the discussion of the temporality of
being (though, oddly, he speaks of
Heidegger and Maurice Merleau-
Ponty as existentialists), but Being
and Time was published in 1927.
Heidegger followed it up with many
other related writings, including
criticisms of the position he took in
Being and Time. Since 1927,
especially during the last twenty
years,, others have discussed this
issue extensively, relying on
Heidegger’s work as well as the
work of several others, including
Merleau-Ponty and the philo-
sophers mentioned earlier.
(Johnson is not alone in calling
Heidegger an existentialist and in
relying only on his early work.
Eugene T. Long, one of the editors,
makes the same mistakes in his
paper, "God and Temporality: A
Heideggerian View." That the editor
would make such mistakes in an
article explicitly on Heidegger does
not speak well for the volume.)

The question of temporality and
being continues to be a live issue
today’. The workof Jacques
Derrida, for example, as difficult
and perhaps arcane as it is, is quite
relew~nt to the issues Johnson dis-
cusses. The result of this unfamil-
iarity with relevant philosophical
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issues is that Johnson "chickens
out" in the end of his paper and
reverts to a discussion of God in
terms of transcendent meta-
physics. I put chicken out in quo-
tation marks because I don’t think
Johnson’s switch back to trans-
cendence is an act of cowardice;
rather it is inescapable as long as
he unquestioningly accepts tradi-

tional metaphysics. But whether
cowardly or unconscious, this re-
version is a fatal flaw.

What explicitly characterizes
Johnson’s paper characterizes the
rest of the papers in the volume as
well. Thus, the specialist in the-
ology may find God and
Temporality useful since it con-
tains occasional interesting and

perhaps valuable insights. How-
ever, the general reader would be
best off to not bother with it.

JAMES E. FAULCONER is an
assistant professor of
philosophy at B YU.

Up Against the
Flannelboard
CORY DAVIDSON
BY RANDALL L. HALL
THOMPSON PRODUCTIONS, INC.
1984, 188 PP., glossary
Reviewed by Bruce W. Jorgensen

ost "Mormon novels" soldM along the Wasatch Front
these days are

flannelboard stories--cutouts
pushed around on a soft-warm-
fuzzy backround to illustrate
lessons. There have been
exceptions in both "adult" and
"young adult" (~ategories: Marilyn
Brown’s Earthkeepers and
Goodbye, Hello, Dean Hughes’
Hooper Hailer, Don Marshall’s
Zinnie Stokes, and most notably
Doug Thayer’s Summer Fire, to
name the handful that come readly
to mind. Not that these are Great
Novels, nor flawless, nor always
unsentimental or non-didactic, just
more substantially there as
readable human stories, not
flattened into pasteboard by heavy
platitudes.

RandallHall’s Gory Davidson, I
regret to say, does not join the
exceptions. I think it should have,
both for the story it tries to tell--of
a missionary who sins gravely,
conceals the sin to finish his
mission, bolts and goes
underground, and finally moves to
confession and toward
consequences--and for the central
symbolism with which it tries to
irradiate that story. The trouble is
that the story--one that needs to
be told and told well--isn’t written
solidly enough to anchor the
symbolism. It just leaves it
floating.

Part of the trouble is the
didacticism one tends to expect in
Mormon pop fiction. Here a long
passage from Alma 39 (Alma
rebuking his wayward missionary
son Corianton, an obvious but not
improbable parallel, stressed on
the jacket copy for those who
might miss it or need reassurance
of the book’s homiletic purpose)
warps the story toward
preachment. But the parallel isn’t
all that close: Alma accuses
Corianton not of fornication but of
going "after the lusts of [his] eyes,"
and for him Corianton’s most
"grievous" deed, his "great...
crime," appears in context to be
that he forsook "the ministry
wherewith [he] was entrusted." In
whatever degree of hypocrisy or
bad faith, Cory does finish his
mission. Yet however we read the
passage and its pertinence to the
book, a thematic intrusion of this
size and force wll always threaten
to suck the life out of story, to
reduce character and action to
examples of its generality.

Especially when character and
action have little life themselves.
And that is the other part of the
trouble here; right from the start
the "felt life" of the protagonist
vaporizes in cliches and
explanatory authorial abstractions.
By the fifth line of the book, Cory
has "felt a deep sense of relief" and
recalled how five months earlier he
had been "full of anxiety’ and
anticipation," and by the end of the

first page he will be "caught
suddenly by despair" and feel "a
surge of nervousness and awe and
helplessness draw up around him
like a blanket." You get the idea;
but you don’t get the embodied
person who is supposed to be
feeling all these things. D.H.
Lawrence (with whom I can agree
on this) said that the novel was
"the one bright book of life," and
that out of its "full play" could
emerge "the wholeness of a man,
the wl~oleness of a woman, man
alive, and live woman." Too little of
life gets full play in this book, and
even in his fragmentation and
deadness, Gory is seldom whole or
alive enough to matter much to us.

"We have to choose," Lawrence
said elsewhere, "between the quick
and the dead," and it seems one of
the necessary truths of reading
that we do so choose. The first half
of Gory Davidson is almost
entirely dead, except for one
poignant, almost buried simile:
"Something was slowly bending
part of him inside, twisting him
back and forth, back and forth like
a strand of wire"(11). That is
,’quick," and against it you can
measure the rest of the novel’s
language, which is all too like
Cory’s postlapsarian journal
entries--"more an outline than a
history.., few thoughts and
feelings over and above those that
woul~l be considered appropriate to
the siiluation"(71). Any serious
Mormon fiction writer will have to
furiously resist and subvert the
flannelboard talk of the whole
culture.

That was the bad news. The
somewhat better news, which came
too late to save the book for this
reade~r, is that in the second half
things; get a bit thicker and more
tangled. (This may suggest, by the
way, llhat the whole book would
have !;]one better if it started
later--after the end of Cory’s
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mission rather than during itslast
hypocritical phase.) Hiding out in
the city of Caxias, Cory meets the
middle-aged doctor Helmut
Bruegger and his ten-years-
younger wife, a painter perhaps too
symbolically named Christina.
What begins to connect Cory and
Christina is their eerily similar
responses to the impoverished
lives in the village in a ravine near
the city--his as he walks above the
ravine, hers expressed in a
painting he sees when he first
meets her. From here on it is the
presence, the undercurrent, of
something felt but unspoken
between these two that carries the
story and gives it whatever depth it
achieves.

Christina is human enough to
love Cory, perceptive enough to
sense his trouble, and decent
enough not to compound it. Under
the surface of rather typed
characterization and scenes (one
by a waterfall "splashing into a
small, clear pool bordered by rocks
and ferns"[122]), we sense the

"myriad of complexities and
contradictions"(154), emotional and
moral, that Cory can only ponder
abstractly. And Christina’s agency
in the narrative makes its morality,
and the working-out of Cory’s
penitence, something subtler,
risker, and rather more credible
than a matter of broken laws and
institutional procedures. Here
would have been the emotionally
charged and conflicted context in
which to call up Cory’s memories
of his guilt and his long dry season
of hypocrisy. And here, too, is what
we have of story to support the
book’s final symbolic image: the
huge panorama of Rio de Janeiro,
its "lights that told of kindness,
sacrifice and laughter, of hidden
desire, deceit and guile," that
"flickered on the edges and were
gone, bounded by blackness"(187);
and above the city, the huge statue,
Cristo-Redentor, "gleaming in a
burning whiteness" yet "gathering
the full spectrum to Himself,
drawing all the whirling colors
through the blackness of the night

into the vast bosom of
quintessential whiteness"(188).

Cory Davidson may do well
(and I hope it does) among its
probably intended audience of LDS
Seminary students and prospective
missionaries, unless it suffers the
quasi-official disapproval of books
the least bit too truthful about
missions. The book is basically
wholesome and hopeful, and who
can knock that? But I wish it had
done well as a work of fiction, too.
For it might be said that the
dimension of Mormon experience
that matters most, the very center
of it, is anybody’s entry into the
atonement. So far, even the best
fiction we have moves around that
undisclosed center, which waits for
whoever is both saint enough to
reach it and artist enough to find
words for it.

BRUCE JORGENSEN is a
professor of English at B YU
and is currently teaching at
Cornell University,,
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What is in the future according to Isaiah? Why is Isaiah so difficult to understand and yet so important to study?

THE ME S SAGE OF ISAIAH
WITH DR. AVRAHAM GILEADI OF BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

This VHS video presentation outlines the four latter-day keys to interpret this ancient book. Ideal for
study groups, Sunday School, scholars or anyone interested in understanding Isaiah.

"Dr. Gileadi’s work will render obsolete almost "Dr. Gileadi is the only LDS scholar I know of
all the speculations of Isaiah scholars over the last who is thoroughly prepared to enter into serious
one hundred years." and proper study and teaching of the works of

PROF. R.K. HARRISON, Ph.D., D.D. Isaiah.’"
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO DR. HUGH NIBLEY

BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

Send $29.95, plus $2.00 shipping and handling, to:

MEDIA AMERICA ¯ P.O. Box 1662 ¯ Orern, Utah 84057

TALKING YOUR ROOTS: A FAMILY
GUIDE TO TAPE-RECORDING AND
VIDEOTAPING ORAL HISTORY
BY WILLIAM FLETCHER
TALKING YOUR ROOTS,
BOX 3452,
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20010
1983, $21.95, 289 PP.

Reviewed by Kerry William Bate

The reason SUNSTONE and other
periodicals publish articles about
Peggy Fletcher’s ancestors and not
mine is that her grandfather was a
United States Senator, her great-
grandfather a president of the
Mormon church, and her great-
great-grandfather a member of the
First Presidency of that church.

My people, on the other hand,
were common and obscure. It
points up a conundrum facing
historians: In our professedly
egalitarian society, we generally
publish stories of the elite in
professional journals, and the
commonality is relegated to the
anonymity of the cliometricians
and statisticians.

Who, then, shall tell us the tales
of our past? Alas, the unwelcome
job falls to family history buffs,
people so ill-prepared that they
confuse historiography with hagiog-
raphy. But it is precisely they who
must take a truly egalitarian
approach: if it’s a family history,
then we can’t just leave unpleas-
ant, obscure Uncle Wendel/out. We
may bowdlerize him, sanitize him,
andeven legitimize him, but he has
to be accounted for.

The challenge to those few of us
interested in upgrading this often
deservedly maligned field is that
there are no family history
publications where we may
experiment and challenge each
other to come up with interesting
and professional biographies of the
obscure.

How well served we are, then,
when we have a book such as
William Fletcher’s Talking Your
Roots. This book equips us to tell
the stories of the common man
through tape-recorded and
videotapedinterviews. It
challenges us with questions for
oral interviews we would never
have thought of before ("When did
~ou declare your independence?"
’What about drinking and
smoking? .... Did girls in your high
school get pregnant?")

This book in hand, we are well-
prepared to rescue the lives of
working people. We miss, though, a
discussion here of the legal rights
of interviewer and narrator, and an
honest look at the serious
problems facing us if we choose to
transcribe the interviews we do.
Most serious of all, there is no
discussion of how to preserve
copies of our product. Preserving
them within the family is rarely
successful.

Whether anybody will ever exam-
ine what we compile after we do
the interviews is a question to be
resolved only when historians
force history to be democratic. As
for me, I would rather read the
biography of a First Empire
fishwife than that of Napoleon, but
the historians of the past have not
given me that option. This book

will grant that chance to our
children.

HOLY’ DISOBEDIENCE:
WHEN CHRISTIANS MUST RESIST
THE STATE
B Y LYNN B UZZA RD AND
PA ULA CAMPBELL
SERVANT BOOKS, 1984,
243 PP., $9.95.
Reviewed by Bill Douglas

"in some strange, perhaps con-
tradictory way, the Anabaptist
recognition of the critical question
of means must be linked with the
larger Catholic and Reformed tradi-
tions of public ends." Had
Buzzard and Campbell pursued this
thought, they might have contrib-
uted to the Christian approaches to
civil disobedience--but they do
not.

This is not a well-written book.
Proofreading errors abound, espe-
cially in the footnotes. "Perhaps"
appears three times on the first
page, and the whole first chapter is
an awful sensationalization of all
sorts of diverse religious resis-
tance groups, from those that non-
violently oppose nuclear weapons
to those that bomb abortion clinics.
The best chapter deals with the free
exercise of religion clause of the
Constitution, where the authors
have expertise. The chapters pre-
senting historical and religious
background to civil disobedience
and nonviolence are adequate but
are somewhat marred by misinter-
pretations of more radical groups,
e.g., the Black Power movement
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and Liberation Theology.
Some of Buzzard’s and

Campbell’s critiques of specific civil
disobedience has validity, but
much is simply a defense of the
status quo. Their bias, which they
seem not to recognize, is funda-
mentally one of class--a middle-
class evangelicalism that dares not
challenge the premises of order
overmuch. To be sure, they speak
of Christianity as "revolutionary,"
but they also make a distinction
between the spiritual and the
political.

For those afraid to leave the
shelter of their social position, this
book may be a useful introduction
to the subject. For everyone else,
Gandhi, King, Sojourners, Fran-
cine duPlessix Gray’s Divine Dis-
obedience, and Howard Zinn’s

Disobedience and Democracy
could be read more profitably.

WOMEN AND JEWISH LAW
BY RACHEL BIALE
SCHOCKEN BOOKS, 1984.
293 PP., $18. 95.
Reviewed by Michael T. Walton

The position and possibilites for
women in Judaism are largely set
by Ha/achah, the way of life devel-
oped from biblical law through the
Talmud to the present. Rachel Biale
has undertaken an exploration of
traditional Jewish law and its
impact on women who find tradi-
tion important to their self-
definition. In her discussions of
marriage, divorce, sexuality and

marital relations, sexuality outside
of marriage, procreation, abortion,
and rape, Biale focuses on the dia-
lectical process by which these
issues have been interpreted and
reinterpreted. She concludes that
meaningful change can occur in
traditional Judaism only when new
authorities interpret Halachah in
terms of female equality because
Halachah as it is now construed
does not regard men and women as
equals.

For the non-Jewish world, Biale’s
study has a twofold significance. It
reveals an aspect of Judaism not
well known to outsiders, and it
describes a process through which
a traditional system can change.
Similar processes may open possi-
bilities for change in other
systems.

CLASSIFIED ADS are 35� a word, paid in advance, with
a ten-word minimum. For a schedule of regular ad
rates and further information, write to Sunstone
Magazine, 59 West 100 South, Salt Lake City, UT
84101, or call, (801) 355-5926.

SALT LAKE SCHOOL OF THE PROPHETS MINUTE BOOK.80
~ages, illustrated. $5.00 postpaid. GRAFFAM

GRAPHICS, P.O. 8ox 2234, Palm Desert, CA 92261.

PRIVATE COLLEClf’ION -- lOth Century Mormon Prints,
Books and Post CArds as well as large standard
Mormon library -- for sale. Call Robert Christian
(215) 349-8059, or write, 406 S. 43rd St., Philadelphia,
PA 19104

SKETCNING WITH A TECHNICAL PEN by Merle H.
Graffam. 32 pages of pen and ink illustrations with
notes on technique. $5.00 postpaid. GRAFFAM
GRAPHICS, P.O. Box 2234, Palm Desert, CA 92261.

EXTENGIVE MORMON LIBRARY -- Standard, fund-
amentalist, and anti-mormon collection. Five-page
index. P.O. Box 187, Montrose, CA 91020

THE PLAYS OF RUTH AND NATHAN HALE. Available for
immediate pertormance. Encore Performance Publish-.
ing P.O. Box 692 Orem, UT 84057

LDSF:MORMON SCIENCE FICTION, $4.95’ Animals end
the Gospel, $2.00. Scott Smith, 2455 Calle Roble,
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

"GELECTED MANIFESTATIONS" -- All Temple Dedicatory
Prayers and nearly All Church Revelations not in the
D & C in ONE BOOKf! Call (415) 3,39-9674 or send SASE:
Sister Reay, c/o 4770 Lincoln Ave, Oakland, CA 94602

COMMUNITY SERVICES COUNCIL, Our effort is to help
low income, elderly, & handicapped people live
independently. Retired craftsmen-painters, plumbers,
carpenters, etc. -- of any one else interested. A
modest wage is negotiable. Call Lowell Bennion or
Ted Keefer at 486-2136. 212 West 1300 S.,SLC, UT
84115

USED/RARE LOS BOOKS for sale FREE UPDATED LIST.
We buy and sell. Book Connection, P.O. Box 1, Provo,
UT 846O3

THE ROOK VAULT Crossroads Plaza, 50 South Main,
LSC, UT 84144. (801) 364-8051. A unique general
bookstore, we offer discounted best sellers and a
wide range of good books -- including Women’s and
Western Americana. We welcome special orders and
boast of our quarterly newsletter.

FOR SALE: Large (12,000 item) Utah Mormon book
collection. Will consider trade for Salt Lake area real
estate. Contact 1315 S. 200 E., Salt Lake City, UT
84115. (801) 487-5598

CHEMICALS AND LAB SUPPLIES, Free Catalog. Kathryn
Call, c/o Intertech Trading, 170 South Mountainway
Drive, Orem, UT 84050. (801) 2266992. lx

Solve the ADAM GOD THEORY with scriptural references
and new thinking system FUTURLOGICS. Two Books.
Send $15,00 to SELF TEACHING PUBLICATIONS P.O. Box
166, West Jordan, UT 84084. lx

THE JOHN TAYLOR PAPERS The last pioneer tells it like
it was. Volume I, The Apostle, $11.95. Volume II, The
Prezldent, $13.95: Each plus $1.00 postage. Samuel
W. Taylor, 1954 Stockbridge Ave, Redwood City, CA
94061.

SALT LAKE RAPE CRISIS CENTER needs volunteers. If
you can give 20 hours a month, call 532-RAPE

MORMON MISCELLANEOUS REPRINTS now available
1. "Spaulding Manuscript Theory Then and Now" by
Lester Bush; 2. "The writing of Joseph Smith’s
History" by Dean Jessee; 3. "The Early Accounts of
Joseph Smith’s First Vision" by Dean Jessee; 4. "How
to Study The Bible" by J.R. Dummelow; 5. "The
Translators to the Reader" by translators of the KJV.
To order, send $1.50 each plus 50¢ postage to
Mormon Miscellaneous, 8865 South 1300 East,
Sandy, UT 84092.

MORMON MISCELLANEOUS NOTECARDS, an expanding
collection of notes, comments, and references to
cover the entire history of Mormondom, standard
works, noncanonical writings, gleanings from early
Christian writers and recent biblical scholars. Series
will include contributions from the files of many
Mormon scholars and researchers on topics of
history, doctrine, polemics, statistics, current
events. Mormon, non-Mormon, anti-Mormon--in
short, all from any source (both published and
unpublished) in anyway relating to Mormonism.
Notecards will be published in sets of 100 4x6 cards
at $6.00 per set. 800-1200 notecards will be published
per year. First two sets now available. To order, send
$6.00 to Mormon Miscellaneous, 8865 South 1300
East, Sandy, UT 84092.

STILL SINGLE? No new faces? Cold shoulders but no
warm hearts? Try advertising yourself in SUNSTONE
PERSONALS! Rate is 35¢ per word paid in advance,
with a ten-word minimum. Call (801) 355-5926 or
send your ad to SUNSTONE, 59 West 100 South, SLC,
UT 84101.
To respond to an ad, send your letter to SUNSTONE
BOX .... (fill in the box number),SUNSTONE, 59 West
100 South, SLC, UT 84101. Your letter will be
forwarded to the lucky advertiser in question.

MALE, 2.~I, BLONDE HAIR, BLUE EYES, ARTISTIC, loves the
outdoors, fine food and good music. Looking for a
female 2’0-30 for frienship leading to...? If your’e tired
of playing games, write. Reply to Box S-055 (Salt
Lake area).
26 YEAR OLD PARALEGAL, MALE, 5’11"..brown hair,
hazel eyes, with a good sense of humor. I love horror
movies ,lwith popcorn), kids, dogs, and a good joke.
Traveling the world is my dream. Care to share a
dream? Will answer all replys. Reply to Box S-056
(Salt Lake area).

FEMALE ENTREPRENEUR 28, 4’8", 105 Ibs. looking for
Mr. Right. He’s got a good sense of humor, likes to
dance, and likes to do crazy things. Great looks are
not important but a good outlook on life is. Could you
be Mr. F~ight? Reply to Box S-057 (Salt Lake area).

LOS PROFESSIONAL MAN, 49, 6’4", 240 Ibs., B.A.,M.A.,
inveterate reader with eclectic interests seeks tall,
attactive, sensitive, affectionate, good-figured
professional female 30-4-. Someone who craves
meaningful dialogue and communication, as I do.
Prefer never married, but will respond to all. Please
send photo, phone, will return. (Southern Calif.
area) Reply to Box S-031.

VAVAVAVOOM! Young at 40. Great lady, single parent
seeks sophisticated male 30-45 for good times,
exciting travel, and warm talks. Must be emotionally
mature. Should like kids, but must like me. Prefer to
share my interest in the arts. (Selt Leke eree.) Reply
to Box S-022.

MALE, 45, divorced, Ph.D. Mostly normal, somtimes
crazy, but always caring. Looking for an open and
honest, independent, professional woman who has
almost worked through the guilt maze. Willing to
give a lot of space. Smothering not wanted. I get to
do half of the cooking and you most of the driving.
Southern Utah camping, fishing in Idaho and no
polyester part of the deal.(Selt Lake, Provo, Ogden
area,) Fleply to Box S-011.

MALE ASCETIC, 31, 5’3", who is willing to relinquish
his vows of celibacy for the right Spiritually
Maturated Maiden. I am a former Green Beret who
has found peace in Prayer, Scholarship, and the Love
of Truth. Resume, Polygrapll & Photo upon request.
(Southern Calif. area.) Reply to Box S-046.

WARM, SINCERE, PROFESSIONAL MALE, 35, Culturally
minded, enjoys good books and conversation; seeks
intellegent, optimistic female to share ideas, feelings
and family life. (Washington state area) I~eply to
Box S-(L52.

LDS LADY, 30, likes history, Hitchcock, Hue~j Lewis,
seeks hopeless romantic with sence of humor who
will take her dancing. (Hooaton TX area) Reply to
Box S-053.
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A New Look at
MORMON ORIGINS

One of America’s
premier western
historians looks

at Joseph Smith’s
early involvement

with folk magic,
the First Vision,

the Book of
Mormon, and
the founding

of Mormonism.

Dale L. Morgan (1914-1971), the author of such classics as
Jedediah Smith and the Opening of the West and The. West of
William H. Ashley, died before completing his comprehensive,
three-volume history of the Mormons. However, the chapters that
survived offer a surprisingly insightful look at Mormon origins. This
publication also includes Morgan’s correspondence with Juanita
Brooks, Fawn Brodie, Bernard DeVoto, and others.

414 pages
Preface by William Mulder.
Biographical introduction by

John Phillip Walker. $209S
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