NEWS

"MORMON PRESENCE IN
CANADA" CELEBRATED AT
EDMONTON CONFERENCE
By Alf Pratt
Canadian General Authority
Alexander B. Morrison put the icing
on the cake at the 100th birthday
party of the LDS Church in Canada,
commemorated May 6-9 in
Edmonton at the University of
Alberta.
"I must tell you in all solemnity,
however, that unless you understand the deep spiritual conviction
that has motivated the leadership
and the humble faithful members of
the Church since its early beginning you will fall short of the mark,"
Elder Morrison told the audience of
more than 200.
"Ultimately this work can only
be understood in spiritual terms."
His remarks came at tlne closing
banquet of a four-day "Mormon
Presence in Canada" conference
which saw more than 50 scholarly
papers presented on such subjects
as multiculturalism, agriculture.
economics, education, health, ,jou>
nalism and literature, politics, polygamy, sports, womens rights--and
even far-away Polynesia.
Before being called to the First
Council of the Seventy last April,
Elder Morrison was a former assis
tant deputy minister of health protection in the Canadian government and chair of the food sciences
department at the University of
Guelph. He applauded the efforts of
sociologists, anthropologists, historians and others who came hom
throughout Canada and the US. to
celebrate the centennial of
Mormonism in Canada.
The motivation of the Canadian
Saints was also noted by non-LDS
scholar Jan Shipps of Indiana Llni-
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versity at Purdue, who said it ~as
based on spiritual forces and the
t~.ith in strong leaders such as Charles Ora Card. President John Taylor
called Card to leave Cache County,
Utah, for a country where polygamy could still be practiced.
However, the first Mormon pioneers to Canada were also strongly
drawn north by a desire to get a
piece of the economic action and
win and maintain control over their
own lives in politics and education.
"Even though Alberta was looked
upon as a place of refuge," noted
L.A. Rosenvall of the University, of
Calgary, "it rapidly, changed to be
perceived as also a place of economic opportunity. The Mormon’s
group solidarity and agricultural
know-how, coupled with financial
aid from the Church leaders in Salt
Lake City and the benevolence of
the Canadian government, gave the
early settlers of Cardston a distinct
advantage over other immigrants
attempting to settle in arid areas of
southern Alberta."
University of Washington sociologist Rodney Stark examined the
growth of Mormonism in Canada,
where Church membership is currently over 100,000. Stark said that
social scientists are seeing "the
rapid rise of the first world faith
since Islam 1400 years ago"Canada, Stark said, ofkrs an oppof
tunity to directly confront the statistics o[ Mormon growth with the
seculariration tl~esis.
In contrast to social scientists
who believe that religion is dying
and that secularization will replace
religion, Stark said that Mormon-

ism’s growth in Canada and
throughout the world shows just
the opposite. The Church has had
an average growth rate of 50 percent per decade since it was
founded in 1830.
"If one were to assume that the
Church does only half as well per
decade over the next century,
grows by 30 percent a decade, then
there will be 60 million Mormons
on earth by the year 2080," Stark
w, rote in a paper read by Armand
Mauss of Washington Stale University. "Or if we suppose that the
church could grow at nearly its
recent rates, say 50 percent a decade, then in 2080 there would be
265 million Mormons on earth"
A.A den Otter of Memorial University of Newfoundland said that
the early Mormons who left Cache
Valley found southern Alberta society congenial to their needs.
"Religiously, fundamentalist,
politically conservative, they, fitted
into a society which valued social
order :and continuity while adw)caring economic progress and
growth," Otter said.
David Elton of the University of
Lethbrtdge said that modern political behavior of Mormons in Canada
indicates their political behavior is
"indisttnguishable" from that of
other Canadians. "Mormons tend to
participate in politics in similar
proportions to other Canadians.
Their choice of political parties is
similar to that of other members of
their community. From a political
perspective, Mormons ant as typically Canadian as are the adherents
of an}, religious group in Canada."
Brian Champion of the University of Alberta. noted that in contrast to earlier years when Canadian
voters elected Mormons such as
Solon Low, .John Blackmore and N.
Eldon I~anner to high ranking positions in the provincial legislature
and the Canadian House of Commons there was an absence of
Mormon participation in Canadian
federal politics today. The main
reason tbr the avoidance of federal
participation Champion said seems
to be the time commitment, coupled with the perceived nonlegitimacy of the ff’dera! arena.

Brigham Card, professor emeritus of educational foundations at
the Universib, of Alberta and a
descendent of CZharles Ora Card,
the founder of the first colony in
Cardston, discussed the three
m~jor socio-historical forces contributing to the Canadian colony:
independence from Europe, transcontinental nationalism, and the
colonization of the inte~:ior west.
Another of Card’s descendants,
Donald Godfrey of 5,cousdale Community College, said the role of
polygamy in promlgting the early
pioneers to migrate >~th to Canada
and Mexico has sometimes been
downplayed.
B. Cannon Hardy, of California
State University at Fullerton warned that when Mormonism’s n~ne
teentln century commitment to plural marriage is screened out, ’we
defraud our understanding not only
of Mormonism in its early years.
but of Morlnonism today.
’By restating, as accurately as we
are able~ the devotons that compelled men and women to leave
their homes for new Citficult beginnings in Mexico and Canada~ and
by recalling the subtertuge and the
courage employed to deal with the
laws and circumstances they
encountered we do them, as wall as
ourselves, greater honc, r than by
silence and denial," Hardy said.
However, Jessie L. Embry
Brigham ~ung University said that

in appraising the experience of
polygamous Mormons m Canada,
Mexico, and the U.S., "the impact of

law and culture must be seen as
more decisive than the peculiar
institution of polygamy."
In Mexico, conflicts over culture
and language~ as wall as Mexico’s
political instability at the turn of
the century kept the Mormon
im migrants separate from the larger
culture, k{ven~:ually many were [or
red to re:urned to the U.S.. Embrv
said. "ln contrast, similar cultural
background to the U.S. and a more
stable government enabled Mormon settlers in Canada to become
a more integral part of the
munity."
Another BYU scholar, Maurcen
Ursenbach Beechcr. notd that like
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their sisters to the south a generation earlier, Mormon women in
southern Alberta molded a new
identity based on their experiences
with the western prairies and the
people who were there.
"With a persistence grown of a
generation of struggle before them,
they pulled themselves as quickly
as the new land permitted out of
the fields, the barn, even the
chicken coop, into the kitchen, and
finally the front parlor for an evening soiree featuring a guest pianist
from Lethbridge."
Dean Louder of Laval University
in Quebec City, said that in contrast to other Canadians with U.S.
ancestry, Alberta Mormons continue to live in a "symbiotic relationship" with the Mother Country.
"Despite some similarity,
Alberta Mormons do apparently
differ in subtle yet noticeable ways
from fellow Albertans and Canadians," Louder said.
For instance, how does one
explain the preference for basketball in southern Alberta at the
expense of the national sport,
hockey, except by the presence in
every LDS chapel of a "cultural hall"
and access to the U.S. college network?
A "Mormon drawl" also sets
Alberta Mormons apart from their
Canadian compatriots, but facilitates their passage undetected in
Utah.
Yet Canadian Mormondom,
according to Louder, is in many
ways, "a mirror image of Canadian
society." It is fragmented, regionalized, and driven by directives by
a central government, in this
instance, located in Salt Lake City.
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"To be taken for granted is per- even before the 1887 exodus. In birthplaces of such Mormon leadhaps the fate of the Canadian reality, the Mormon influence on ers as Hugh B. Brown, N. Eldon
nation-state, this medium power Canada began in the early 1880’s Tanner, Victor Brown, Ted Brewerand friendly neighbor, which when crews of young men and ton and others.
Using diaries and family jourguards the northern horizon and women left their homes in the
provides a buffer zone between the Cache and Weber valleys to work nals as source material to support
his thesis, Arrington said that the
on Canadian railroads.
great powers.
"Must being taken for granted
However, Arrington noted that earnings from working on the railalso be the destiny of Canadian the Mormon presence in Canada roads brought cash into Utah comMormons in their North American increased sharply in 1887, when munities to buy equipment and
an influx of settlers fleeing polyg- build homes, shops and factories.
context?" Louder asked.
’Along with other American and
In a less serious tone, Irene Harr- amist persecution contributed to
Canadian
westerners," he conthe
founding
of
such
communities
ison of Concordia College, suggested that the LDS Church could as Cardston, Magrath, Stirling, Ray- cluded, "they helped to make the
never have been started in Canada. mond, Aetna, Mountain View, deserts blossom and establish fruitful fidds in the wilderness."
"Americans would not have Beazer, Leavitt and Kimball.
These
Alberta
towns
were
the
become members in great numbers
because Americans would not take
direction from outside their own
nations," she said.
"They will hardly take directions
from inside. And how would the
Church have flourished as it had?
Canadians wouldn’t tout a homegrown church. They certainly
wouldn’t prefer it."
In her tongue-in-cheek comparison between American and
By Lavina Fielding Anderson
Canadian Mormons, Harrison
claimed Canadian Mormons have a
preference for conformity to the
About sixty women gathered at ’80s by Grethe Peterson.
Marie Cornwall reported on
letter of the law over contention Trefoil Lodge in Provo Canyon May
about the spirit of the law; pragma- 1-3 to celebrate the fifth anni- recent demographic studies of the
tism over patriotism; champions versary of the Nauvoo Pilgrimage, beliefs and commitment patterns of
over heroes; history over mythol- hdd in 1983 by 54 women who Mormon men and women, and a
ogy; legislated compassion over came from all over the country to panel of women talked about how
sporadic individual generosity; talk commemorate spiritual beginnings their own life changes changed the
over action; peace, order and good of women in the Church.
lives of those close to them. Workgovernment over the pursuit of
That original Nauvoo meeting shops focused on official Church
happiness; for privilege over right has generated several regional views of women in Church lesson
and demeanor over behavior.
annual gatherings, including one in manuals and the Ensign, the relaDespite the official centennial of the Midwest and the annual Expon- tionship between work and idenMormonism north of the 49th par- ent II retreat in New England. For tity, causing change in any system,
allel, former LDS church historian the past two years Exponent II has finding one’s inner "teacher," and
Leonard Arrington said that the sponsored a Utah retreat as well. meditating through relaxation techMormon influence in Canada came The invitational Utah Pilgrimage, niques and guided imagery.
traditionally held in the spring, is
All presentations were organized
largdy attended by Utah women; to include sharing from particihowever, this year "pilgrims" who pants of personal experiences and
had been at the original Nauvoo insights. Flute music, hymn singmeeting came from as far away as ing, and scripture and poetry sharGeorgia and California.
ing rounded out the Sunday mornThis year’s gathering, planned ing activity after a discourse by
by Carma Hyde, Shauna Clinger, Margaret Toscano on the centrality
Margie McEntire, Ardelia Stokes, of Christ to religious belief.
Marilyn White, and Lynne WhiteA light sprinkling of snow did
sides, opened with a recapitulation not dampen the enthusiasm of
of the Nauvoo experience by Lav- early morning hikers, and talking to
ina Fielding Anderson and an anal- all hours likewise had little effect
ysis of "Stress, Strength, and Sup- on the opposite group who stayed
port" for Mormon women in the up watching favorite videos.

WOMEN GATHER TO
COMMEMORATE
PILGRIMAGE
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"DIALOGUE" SELECTS
NEW EDITORS
Beginning in September, the
20-year-old independent periodical
Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon
Thought will be guided by near editors F. Ross Peterson and Mary Kay
Peterson of Logan, Utah. Selected
by a national search effort, they
succeed Linda King Newell and L.
Jackson Newell, who have edited

Dialogue subscribers are mostly
Latter-day Saints who are committed both to their religion and to
the ideal of free inquiry. "Dialogue
is going to the new editors in a
healthy condition," commented
Jackson Newell. "Our readership is
made up of individuals who not
only subscribe, but also contribute

the quarterly since 1982.
"For over two decades Dialogue
has evolved into a premier scholarly journal. It performs both a necessary and a useful function for
many individuals excited by Mormon studies," said Ross Peterson.
"Our intention is to build on past
editorial successes, utilize the committed talents of current staff, and
publish the best writing on Mormon thought."
"Dialogue creates a wonderful
bond among many people," said
Kay Peterson. "It provides an
opportunity for a variety of writers
to examine all aspects of the LDS
church. The journal is delightfully
constructive and creative, yet
refreshing and therapeutic. We are
excited about this new challenge
and opportunity."
According to a reader survey
published in this spring’s issue,

in ways that enable the publication
to remain both intellectually independent and financially solvent."
"When we took over the journal
five years ago," Linda Newell said,
"we did so because Dialogue is an
important part of our intellectual
and spiritual lives. We felt a sense
of mission about keeping it alive as
a free and balanced voice in the
Mormon community. It’s been one
of the most stimulating and challenging experiences of our lives and
we have every expectation that Ross
and Kay will have the same experience."
During the Newells’ tenure Dialogue acquired a well-deserved reputation for following a timely,
dependable publication schedule.
The journal published several
ground-breaking and controversial
articles, including Blake Ostler’s
"The Book of Mormon as a Pro-
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phetic Expansion of an Ancient turer, and is writing the centennial
Source," David Buerger’s " ’The history of Utah State University. He
Fullness of the Priesthood’: The was an LDS bishop for four years in
Second Anointing in LDS Theology Logan, and has served as the Demand Practice," D. Michael Quinn’s ocratic Party chair of Cache Coun"LDS Church Authority and New ty, Utah.
Plural Marriages: 1890-1904," and Mary Kay Grimes Peterson,
Alan Taylor’s "Rediscovering the research associate with USU’s FolkContext of Joseph Smith’s Treasure lore
Seeking."
Archives and media assistant for
Begun in Palo Alto by Eugene Riverheights Elementary School in
England and Wesley Johnson in Logan, is a freelance editor. She
1966, Dialogue was edited by Rob- received a B.A. from Utah State
ert A. Rees of Los Angeles from University. She was a Democratic
1971 to 1976, then by Mary Lyth- Party official from 1979 to 1987,
goe Bradford of Arlington, Virginia, served as president of the American
from 1976 to 1982, when the Cancer Society for northern Utah
Newells became editors. The Peter- for 1986-87, and has been active in
sons were selected for the next five- Logan’s Heart Association for sevyear term after a four-month search eral years.
conducted by a committee under
The Petersons are both natives
the joint chairmanship of Randall of Montpelier, Idaho, and are the
A. Mackey and Richard J. Cumm- parents of three sons.
ings, both members of Dialogue’s
The Dialogue editorial office will
editorial board.
remain in Salt Lake City.
Ross Peterson is currently a proA banquet to celebrate Dialogue’s
fessor of history at Utah State Uni- twentieth anniversary and formally
versity and director of the Moun- introduce the new editors has been
tain West Center for Regional Stud- organized under the direction of
ies. He received his Ph.D. from Kevin Jones, an attorney and memWashington State University, and ber of Dialogue’s editorial staff, and
served an LDS mission in the Great will be held the evening of August
Lakes area. Recipient of five NDEA 27 in Salt Lake City, the same
or NEH grants related to history, he weekend as the Sunstone Sympospent 1978 at Victoria University in sium.
New Zealand as a Fulbright Lec-

"THIS PEOPLE" FOLDS
"This People has ceased publication," announced the magazine’s
new owner, Keith Whisenant, who
bought the rights from Sam D. Battistone.
The announcement from Battistone that This People was never
self-supporting raises questions
about the ability for independent
LDS periodicals to be supported by
subscriptions and advertising. "We
just haven’t been able to generate
the advertising we felt necessary,"
he said.
In a Deseret News story, Whisenant stated that he feels no commit-

ment to the magazine’s current subscribers or staff, saying that the
magazine is "closed down." He has
commissioned a feasibility study to
determine whether to start a brand
new magazine aimed at the same
audience.
Battistone had hoped to increase
circulation to 50,000, a level that
would attract national advertisers
and in a 1985 interview said
don’t think 250,000 is out of the
question." However. subscriptions
for that last few years leveled off at
36,000 after a dramatic increase
fi-om 9,000.
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ROBERTS SOCIETY EXPLORES
MORMON HUMOR
By Todd Gwilliam
Satire is rarely a gentle form of led. However, this sympathy or
art. It can’t afford to be: pride, folly affection may stem from selfish
and ignorance are too familiar and motivations: with a lay clergy, Mortoo embedded in people to survive mons who tell jokes do so with the
any but the strongest of shocks. realiration that they may one day
The power of satire stems from its be occupying these very positions
ability to surprise, to startle minds and find themselves the butt of
groxvn comfortable with weakness similar jokes.
Calvin R. Grondahl, editorial
and to cause the re-awakening to
fresh examination of habits long cartoonist for the Ogden Standard
Examiner and author of several carinvisible.
On May 13 the B.H. Roberts toon books, used to be the cartoonSociety took a look at satire and ist for the Church-owned Deseret
LDS society in a forum entitled, "Is News. He likened his departure
Salvation a Laughing Matter? or from the News to the smaller ExamLaugh Now....It May Be Straight iner as "kind of like being smuggled
Beyond the Gate." It was an evening from East to West Berlin." Comof surprising insight into LDS cul- menting on his new-found ability
ture delivered with thought- to experiment at the new job, he
provoking wit. It was also a circus said, ~’Where I was before we didn’t
of comic talent and a groundling’s- even attempt to do that because the
eye of low comedy in the celestial purpose of the newspaper was not
to go out and experintent, it was to
tk~st lanes of 1,DS culture.
Five Mormon artists presented a promote the image of the Church.
mixture of performance and com- And that’s an interesting question,
mentary: a writer, an editorial car- because I think that’s legitimate,
too. But what I’m trying to do as a
toonist, a novelist and two actors.
William A. Wilson, BYU English cartoonist just isn’t in harmony
department chair with a Ph.D. in with that, so naturally there would
folklore from Indiana University, have to be a parting of ways."
Grondahl went or~ to say that,
entertained the audience with Mormon ,jokes and stated that he dis- "We are cautioned m the Church
agreed with the notion that Morm- about being light-minded, but I
ons, past and present, are "solid, don’t think there is anything light
unsmiling souls with little appre- minded about humor. I think it is
ciation of humor." To the contrary, a very serious thing. Humor is
he said. humor is a way for people something people use to help them
to deal with difficult circum- get through the traumas and tragstances-be they physical or moral edies of life." He also mentioned
that the cartoon that caused the
ones.
However, according to Wilson, most mail was one that depicted a
Mormon humor differs from the sacrament meeting baby blessing.
humor manifested by many other The scene was normal in all senses,
religions. Mormons usually aim except that the baby being held up
their jokes not at the highest for the people to see looked like a
authorities, but at their local leaders miniature of Frankenstein. Gronsuch as stake presidents, Relief dahl said he couldn’t account for
Society presidents and, particularly, the heavy response stating"My carbishops. The tone of the ,jokes is toons speak for themselves."
James Arrington, actor, writer,
rarely anti-clerical. Instead, quite
often there is a measure of sympa- and director, portrayed some of the
thy toward the [igure being ridicu- humorous characters from his play
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"The Farley Family Reunion" and it mainly for his own relief. This
Darryl Christensen acted out some fifth chapter eventually became the
scenes from Arrington’s one-man first chapter of the novel. He said
play, ’~J. Golden." Arrington noted that once upon a time, he "felt guilty
that there was method to J. Golden about a belly laugh. I have recovKimball’s non-conforming mad- ered." If the audience at the reading
ness, "He knew people would follow of The Backslider was any judge, he
him around. He used this leg- has indeed recovered from this illendary aspect of his life, knowing it ness. As one reader of the book put
would follow him around. He knew it, "the only normal people in this
people would drive 100 miles to novel are the non-Mormons."
This meeting demonstrated that
come see this legend-people who
hadn’t been to church in ten years LDS society is well-suited for satire.
Mormons are comfortable people.
would come hear him speak."
Levi S. Peterson, professor of Satire is also, like Mormon culture,
English at Weber State College, conservative-its aim is to reform
author of The Cawons of Grace, and society from within, to prompt
editor of Greening Wheat: Fifteen change by forcing introspection by
Mormon Short Stories, described low the existing structure, be it an indicomedy as "my birth and calling" vidual soul or an institution as a
and described how he "relished the whole. The tensions between the
crude humor of the frontier." Peter- real and the ideal must have a safety
son read selections from his recent vent of some sort, and the tools of
book The Backslider, and said that satire -laughter, humor and
when he started the book it was not wit-can provide it. In the moral
intended to be humorous. It was tug-of-war that is life, laughter is
not until he got to the fifth chapter both respite and source of perspecthat he decided on a whim to inject tive.
some humor, and even then he did

FIRST DEATH
I didn’t want to be pushed.
We went as soon as we learned
What was outside for us.
Restless for something
To sweat for and dig up,
I didn’t mind the weeds
Or aching back too much
As long as I harvested something.
Cain was a different matter.
How could we grow something
So lovely and so rotten?
When I found Abel
Crushed like a grape,
I didn’t know what to do,
So I planted him, suspecting
Nothing would come up,
Learning why a sword flames there
As I cried to climb back in Eden.
-PENNY ALI_.EN
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SUNS TONE B UIL DS UP
REGIONAL CONFERENCES
The number of Sunstonesponsored gatherings continues to
grow. In addition to the annual Sunstone Symposium held each August
in Salt Lake City, this year regional
symposiums were held on both the
east and west coasts, while a Sunstone group in Denver has begun
sponsoring speakers on a regular
basis, and a monthly New Testament Lecture series is being held in
Salt Lake City.
Symposium West 1987, held at
the Marina Marriott in Berkeley,
California, opened with Linda Sillitoe and Allen Roberts discussing
their research on the Mark Holmann bombing and forgery cases.
Historian Jan Shipps analyzed "Correlation and the Ecclesiastical Power
Structure in Mormonism," and poet
Emma Lou Thayne shared her
"Spiritual Journeys" over the past
few troubled years.
Although conference organizers

Bonnie Bobet, Dick Butler and
Lorie Winder Stromberg expected
300 people to attend, the facilities
at the hotel proved to be rather
cramped for the 500 people who
showed up for the symposium.
Other sessions included David
John Buerger on the temple endowment, Newell Bringhurst on Fawn
Brodie, and panel discussions on
the Church and homosexuality,
medical ethics, and male/female
rdationships in Mormonism.
Outside of the formal sessions,
the event fostered a community
spirit among the participants
through late-night conversations
and other informal gatherings.
Most who attended encouraged
the organizers to plan future California symposiums. The 1988
Symposium West will be held next
January in Los Angeles, and will be
chaired again by Lorie Winder
Stromberg. Currently Sunstone

plans to alternate the annual west
coast symposium between Northern and Southern California.
The third annual Washington
Sunstone Symposium, held at Walt
Whitman High School in Bethesda,
Maryland, was a smaller, more intimate gathering than in past years.
Because the Salt Lake office was late
in mailing out the programs for the
event, many subscribers did not
receive adequate notice of the
symposium. Slightly less than 300
people attended, but the smaller
size of the group gave a distinctly
informal quality to the event. Many
who attended encouraged planners
to preserve this quality in future
conferences. Bill Reed chaired this
year’s Washington, D.C. symposium planning committee, and
Kathleen Flake is energetically
organizing next year’s conference
which will be hdd on May 14-15.
The symposium opened with a
panel discussion of the Law Of
Consecration. Dean May, co-author
of Building the City of God, Lyndon
Cook, author of Joseph Smith and
the Law of Consecration, and Orson
Scott Card, a utopian thinker and

So much for the theory that the Church is run by the Public Relations Dept.
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writer, offered
sharply differing perspectives on
the topic.
Ida Smith, founding director of
the BYU Women’s Research Institute, discussed "LDS Women: At
Home and Beyond," and Lowell
Bennion spoke at the closing session on "What it Means to be a
Christian."
Concurrent sessions included
Carlisle Hunsaker on reconciling
doubt and faith, Lester Bush on
LDS healing practices in the nineteenth century, Randall Guynn and
Gene Schaerr on "The Significance
and Legitimacy of the Mormon
Polygamy Case," Clay Chandler on
Mormon architecture, as well as
panels on the international church
in the 1980s, whether a Mormon
can be a true artist, and community
service and Latter-day Saints.
In the Rocky Mountain region,
Shermon Smoot, Steve Mayfield
and Daryl Gibson have organized
"Sunstone Denver." This group has
brought speakers to the Denver
area every other month, including
Linda Newell, co-author of Mormon
Enigma: Emma Hale Smith, Carol
Lynn Pearson, author of Goodbye, I
Love You, and Van Hale, publisher
of the Mormon Miscellaneous pamphlet series. The audience for these
presentations has varied from 25 to
200 people. Upcoming speakers
the group has scheduled include
historian Leonard Arrington, philosopher Sterling McMurrin and
university president Gordon Gee.
Meanwhile, in Salt Lake City
Sunstone is sponsoring a monthly
lecture series to introduce members to the world of biblical scholarship, as a complement to the
Church’s 1987 adult Gospel doctrine New Testament curriculum.
Although attendance has varied
widely, the quality of the presentations has been high. Lewis M. Rogers, a professor of philosophy at the
University of Utah, spoke on the
sources of the Synoptic Gospels
and how ultimately faith is independent of the scriptural documents. John S. Tanner, a BYU associate professor of English, discussed how the author of Matthew
structured the Gospel for his Jewish audience to illustrate how
science fiction
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Christ parallels the same role that
Moses played. David Wright, BYU
assistant professor of Hebrew and
Near Eastern Languages, explained
how the book of Hebrews builds
on the Old Testament understanding of sacrifice and Anthony
Hutchinson, who .just completed
his Ph.D. in religious studies from
Catholic University, discussed the
development of the Resurrection
narratives in the Gospels.
Future lectures include Jolene
Rockwood on ’~Jesus and Judaism"
(August 11), Steven C. Walker on
"The New Testament as Literature"
(September 29), Philip Barlow on
"The Quest for the Historical Jesus"
(October 27), Sterling McMurrin on
"The Impact of Hellenic Thought on
the Beginning of Christianity" (November 24), and Arthur Bassett on
"Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh:
Symbols of the Past, Prophecies of
the Future" (December 15).
Sunstone is planning to sponsor
a Book of Mormon Lecture series in
1988, again to complement the
Gospel Doctrine course.
Although the possibility of
sponsoring gatherings in other
areas has been discussed, no plans
have been finalized. However the
continued success of the Washington Symposium, as well as the
recent success of the Symposium
West and Sunstone Denver group,
indicates the presence of a widespread and growing audience for
the thoughtful discussion of Mormon life.

SUNSPOTS
Ironically, because documents
investigator George Throckmorton
worked hard to expose Mark Hofmann’s celebrated forgeries he is
now out of a job. Since he was
occupied analyzing the White
Salamander letter and other documents related to the case, Throckmorton was transferred from the
state’s Attorney General’s Office to
the Salt Lake County Attorney’s
Office, which was prosecuting the
case. However, just days before
Hofmann entered a guilty plea to
murder and theft by deception, primarily because of Throckmorton’s
and William Flynn’s groundbreaking forensic methods, the
county announced personnel cutbacks for budgetary reasons. Without any seniority in the county,
Throckmorton wa,,: out of a job and
unable to return to his former state
position which had been filled. In a
bitter twist, since Flynn gave the
court testimony about the sensational case he is the recognized
expert in the ink and paper tests
and not Throckmorton.

ciplinary journal is "a lot like SUNSTONE, it has thoroughly scholarly
articles along with provocative
think pieces." Courtney Campbdl,
author of several SUNSTONE articles, has accepted the position as
associate editor of the report.
Campbell is near completion of his
Ph.D. in religion and ethics from
the University of Virginia.

For several years, readers of the
Church-owned Deseret News have
been sporadically delighted,
shocked, or appalled by the hardhitting satirical comic strip Doonesbury. However, when the Pulitzer
Prize-winning cartoon spent several weeks recently focusing on
condoms, safe sex and adolescent
romance, the trauma proved to be
too much for the paper. Instead of
simply moving, censoring, of pulling the offending strips, as it had
done in the past, the News decided
to cancel the feature entirdy. However, the News was reluctant to turn
Doonesbury over to its Gentile
morning rival, the Salt Lake Tribune.
Although the News editors briefly
considered keeping the syndication
rights to Doonesbury without running the strip, the editors decided
to do the honorable thing. Doonesbury fans must now turn to the
Tribune; presumably the Deseret
News will have to make do with
Bloom county and Calvin and Hobbs.

To avoid beaming neutrinos
through the Sacred Grove, the state
Peggy Fletcher Stack, former ediof New York has shifted one of its
tor of SUNSTONE magazine
proposed supercollider sites.
recently became editor of the HastThe site shift marked the second
ing Center Report, the oldest and
time that state officials had to recpre-eminent bio-ethics publication
A scenic view from the Yellow oncile conflicting interests of sciin the United States. According to Brick Beltway, just outside the na- ence and religion. An earlier proStack, the bi-monthly, interdis- tion’s capital.
posal was revised because it
encroached on Church property on
Hill Cumorah. However, the new
proposal interfered with both the
Sacred Grove and the Smith family
home in Manchester, New York.
73 West 800 North
When Church officials failed to
Clear~dd, Utah 84015
respond to a proposal.that the state
(801) 776-5956
no project too big_no project too small
acquire the mineral rights while
allowing
the Church to retain own-Desk-top publishing
-Company manuals
,ership, officials began to look at
-Word processing
-Editing
alternate sites. "We thought it most
-Data base searching
-Computer training
prudent and most efficient and
-Newsletters, flyers, brochures
most respectful to move the
-Resi.tmes
[supercollider] ring," said Howard
-Graphic design
-Calligraphy
Holzer
of the New York Urban
-Technical Illustration
-Lazer printing
Development Corporation. "It’s not
worth offending anyone."
12 years experience

design
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OXYMORMONS

1988 SUNSTONE
REGIONAL SYMPOSIA
CALL FOR PAPERS
Mark your calendars and plan to attend one of
SUNSTONE’s 1988 Regional Symposia. Proposals
for papers and panels are desired on topics relating
to Mormon doctrine, culture and history. Finished
papers must be submitted in duplicate, in
advance, and should be capable of being read in
twenty minutes. SUNSTONE reserves the right
(unless otherwise agreed to in advance) to publish
all papers presented but is not obligated to do so.

DEADLINES AND ADDRESSES

Los Angeles
15-16 January 1988
Sheraton Universal Hotel
Proposal deadline: 15 Sept. 1987
Lorie Winder-Stromberg
9028 Hargis Street
Los Angeles, CA 90034
(213) 559-6649

Washington, D.C.
14-15 May 1988
National 4-H Building
Proposal deadline: 1 Jan. 1988
Kathleen Flake
1301 Courthouse Road
Arlington, VA 22201
(703) 524-1452
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