
FROM THE EDITOR 

By Elbert Eugene Peck 

''I AM NOT renewing my subscription 
to SUNSTONE because I am getting too old and 
can't read much any more," penned one of our 
former subscribers on the back of a renewal 
notice. Her letter sparked an office discussion 
on the need to recruit young subscribers. 

Most of the letters we receive get a healthy 
staff hearing, maybe that's because there are 
so few of them. Because of some letters, the 
following topics have been placed on our for- 
mal or informal agendas: the quality of our 
fiction and the use of profanity, the size and 
kerning of our typeface, the censoring of car- 
toonists, and the editorial balance between 
devotional and critical writing. 

A regular letter we anxiously await is by 
the incurable and compulsive proofreader Ed 
Kimball. After reading each issue he takes the 
time let us know where we goofed. The staff 
winces as it reads and discusses his eagle-eye 
discoveries; it hurts to see the grammatical 
flaws in the finished uncorrectable product, 
but that outside report is invaluable and after 
each letter we're determined to reduce the 
error count in his next missive. (A small con- 
solation is that he also lists mistakes in the 
textbooks for his B W  law classes and informs 
publishers of their errors.) 

Of course, one of the reasons Ed feels okay 
about critiquing us is because he's on our 
board of trustees and we encourage him to 
write. Still, it feels good just to hear that 
someone reads the magazine. After we 
published one author's "ground breaking" 
article and neither he nor SUNSTONE received 
any feedback, he telephoned me and quoted 
John Adams from the musical 1776: "Is any 
body there? Does any body care!" Maybe the 
reason for the lack of response, he speculated, 
is that SUNSTONE isn't titled Dialogue, a name 
which invites response; the sun after all 
simply radiates in a black void. 

At symposiums I'm often asked, "What do 

the authorities think of Sunstone? Do they 
to YOU?'' Hell, no, I want to reply, we don't 
even hear much from our subscribers. One 
person, however, did let us know that Church 
leaders read the magazine. He essentially said: 
"Enclosed is my check. I'm subscribing 
because last week at our stake conference 
leadership meeting when Elder Maxwell was 
asked in a Q&A session about the excom- 
munication of George P. Lee he said, 'I won't 
comment, but you can read Lee's letters in 
SUNSTONE.' " It wasn't exactly an endorsement 
(the apostle probably referenced us as a way 
of appearing open without having to say 
anything) but it was nice to hear the account 
in any event and to know that people read 
and talk about the magazine. 

I suspect most readers just assume that 
editors and authors mystically know how the 
content of articles is received, that we've 
received many more letters than we can 
publish. Many times I have been casually 
asked, "What was the response to such-and- 
such article!" When I rejoin that no one has 
said anything about it to us, with an air of 
incredibility, they invariably say, "Well 
everyone around here was talking about it." 
I guess I just don't go to the right parties or 
discussion groups, but, then, it is a big coun- 

try. 
I11 get in trouble for saying this, but, of the 

letters we do get, a disproportionate number 
are from fanatics or individuals who are at 
least a little too intense, some are just down 
right kooky. Why don't the thoughtful, rea- 
sonable, mainstream readers write more often? 
Although he has never written a letter for 
publication in SUNSTONE, Leonard Anington 
often writes directly to our authors, commen- 
ding them for their good work. Several have 
told me how important his letter was to 
them-especially when it was the only one 
their piece elicited. (Authors also love to hear 

when their article was, ahem, photocopied and 
passed out in Sunday School, Relief Society, 
or priesthood meeting.) 

Not all letters respond to an article, some 
briefly share an intelligent opinion. Let's face 
it, most of us are intellectually lazy and read 
the short informative pieces before getting 
around to those long definitive articles which 
stack up for years. Our Readers' Forum let- 
ters section economically allows for the 
articulate expression of numerous important 
ideas which, if expanded into columns and 
articles, would triple the number of issues 
produced in a year (and, given SUNSTONE'S 
production history, we all know how unlikely 
that it is). 

Of course, we prefer letters that we can 
publicly share with our readers in the 
magazine, but understandably many 
individuals prefer to write private letters to 
us or our authors. SUNSTONE does not give out 
address or telephone numbers of our authors 
or subscribers to people who call and ask for 
them. However, we gladly forward all letters 
addressed to individuals, c/o SUNSTONE. 

While working on the forthcoming index 
of the magazine I discovered a thirteen-year- 
old article by the now syndicated journalist 
Lee Roderick titled, "Write a Letter to the 
Editor" (SUNSTONE 3:l). It was a short high 
school civics piece on how to get your views 
printed in newspapers: be timely, be brief, 
limit yourself, organize, be factual, be simple, 
be constructive, look sharp, sign your name, 
don't wony. When I first read the article I 
exclaimed, "What a dumb thing to have run 
in the magazine!" and, now, wouldn't you 
know it, here I am writing an article encourag- 
ing readers to write letters! (Maybe if we look 
carefully we can find a chiastic cycle in the 
content of SUNSTONE, thus showing divinity 
in its editing.) 

Perhaps the most ambivalent cor- 
respondence SUNSTONE ever received was a 
response to a request for a congratulations let- 
ter to appear in the magazine's very first issue. 
A woman who had helped found Exponent 11 
sent two letters. The 'one for publication 
basically said: "Congratulations on starting 
SUNSTONE. It desperately fills a void in Mor- 
mon publishing. Best wishes and good luck." 
In contrast, her private letter counseled: 
"You're crazy. Don't do it. You'll regret it. 
Friends will forsake you, Church leaders will 
shun you, it'll consume all your time, you'll 
bum out." 

Obviously we can't do what all letters tell 
us to do, but to keep this sun beaming we 
need rigorous public and private dialogue 
with our readers. B 
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