
ner. . . . to c a b  the Good News 
to all areas of human life and 
through its influence transform 
from within and renew humanity 
itself, but without pressure." 

NEWS 

CATHOLICS CRITICIZE 
"UNFAIR9' LDS PROSELYTING 

Church to join them in the prac- 
tice of their own beliefs." 

The bishops urged Catholic 
clergy to implement the National, 
and Regional Plans for Hispanic 

to have ''door-~o-door 
home visits by well-prepared and 

'zealous ~ ~ t h ~ l i ~ ~ , ~ ~  to 
public and pevate prayer for the 

of all anstians,  to use sun- 
day horndies to danfy issues 
related prose~y~sm, to 
use books, pamphlets, audio and 
video cassettes to respond to the 
sects, and to increase the 
pastoral activities in rural areas, 
outlyng sections of large cities, 
and among immigrants, 

In the 
LDS Don LeFevre 
"ld the Tribune that the 

were "pretty 
much an internal matter," and that 
it be "appropriate for us 

On the theyre 
giving their people. . . . I'd also like 
'O emphasize the love and respect 
We have for the people. 

bishop: in \California and norrth- 
western Mexico accused Mor- 
mon missionaries. along with 
representatives of other "sects or 
new religious groups:' of ''unfair 
and coerciven prosel~asm targeted 
at Hispanic Catholics. 

In an Ash Wednesday ' ' p ~ t o ~ l  
exhortation" released 28 February 
the California Catholic Conference 
in Sacramento said that such 
groups "make a great effort t o  
increase their membership at any 
cost, exemng pressure of all types 
(psychological, moral and eco- 
nomic)." 

Such 'proselytism" was con- ; 
trasted with "evangelization . . . 
gving witness to God as revealed ,' 
through Jesus Christ in' the Holy I 
Spirit, in a simple and direct man- 

legalism, and they do not project 
a plan for the future, as they 1 

These have all been positive rela- 
tionships." 
c' LeFevre noted that Mormon 
convert last Year, when 

all reports are in, will likely Show 
a 25 percent increase over the 
previous Year. Itk only natural that 
some of those would come from 
other churches." 

Rev. Roben Bussen, vicar 
general of the Catholic Diocese of 
Salt Lake City, said he feared the 
California statement would be 
interpreted as hostile to Mormons. 
"It's helpful to all Catholics in 
distinguishing proselytism from 
e~ange lka t io~ ,~  he said. ''I think 
the document does lay out fairly 
clearly the problems we face, as 
Catholics, with proselyrizing 
religions.n 

Rev. Rcardo A. Chavez, direc- 
tor of Hispanic affairs for the 
California Catholic Conference, 
implied . that the statement could 
facilitate dialogue between 
Catholics and other religious 
groups. "My personal feeling is 
that, as Christians, we all should 

believe the end of the world is 
imminent." 

The bishops are alarmed at the 
estimated 100,000 U.S. Hispanics 
who leave the Catholic Church 
every year. They cited several 
reawns for the growth of Hispanic 
membership in Sects, including: a 
'misunderstood form'' of ecumeni- 
cism resulting in Catholics "letting 
all guards down, despite the con- 
stant and systematic attacks on the : 
Catholic faith made by new reli- 
gous groups"; a misunderstanding, 
of the church's preferential option 
for the poor; a "poor experience of 

due to merely war- 
ship or insufficient pastoral care; 
and considerable outside funding 
of sectarian proselytism. 

The message was directed at 
inactive Hispanic Catholics, 

i 

- - -  
e~an~elizatio;, the statement said, 
are ecumenical, search for Chris- 
tian unity, and respect all religious 
beliefs. 

13y "sects or religious groups,"; 
the bishops referred to "those' 
religious organizations, founded in 

I the past century, which have; 
grown progressively stronger and 
which reject or directly oppose the i 
historical churches. We refer; 
especially to the Church of Jesus: 
Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mor- j 
mons), Jehovah's Witnesses, i 
Seventh Day Adventists, ~ente-1 
costals in a variety of forms, and, 
others." 

These groups "do not appre-, 
ciate temporal values. They; 
manipulate historical and biblical j 
data. They tend toward religious, 
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"Catholic clergy, religious and lay We've worked with Catholic 

j 

I 

I 
: 
: ' 

The "historical churches", 
[Catholic, Anghcan, Orthodox and. 
Protestant] generally engage in, 

work together for ecumenism and 
leaders" who minister to 
Hispanics, and "leaders and 
members of sects and other 
religious groups who invite' 

clergy and lay people on a number 
of social issues. We've dealt with 
the Catholic Relief Services in 
coordinating aid to Ethiopia and 

unity in doing God's work. That's 
my prayer and my hope, that this 
[document] not be a point of argu- 
ment or controversy, but a clear- 
ing of the air... @ Hispanics to leave the Catholicm other needy parts of the world. 



JOURNALIST ELLERBEE AND 

PRESIDENT Gordon B. Hinckley, said that his "heart reaches out to 
told a conference on working ,women who are s t rudng  to pro- 
women that young women should vide for families," but that there 
educate and train themselves, but was opportunity for them: "Almost 
that their first priority should be the entire field of human endeavor 
taking are  of children at home to is now open to women, in conmt 
halt "a tragic and widespread with the difficult restrictions felt 
breakdown in family life." only a few years ago." 

But syndcated joumahst Linda He asked that the seminar 
EUerbee tald the same group that "keep marriage and motherhood in 
working women are not respon- perspective" during its considera- 
sible for that breakd~wn and have tion of worlnng women. "The fact 
improved the working world. is that a happy marriage is the 

The ma speakers gave the hope of every normal young 
keynote addresses at the opening woman." 
day of the Women in the Work He said he supported equal 
Forcen conference at the Univer- pay for equal work, as well as 
sity of Utah. Selections of the equal responsibility for children. 
speeches were broadcast on Salt "I decry the situation where men 
Lake television news, as well as a father children and then run from 
question and answer session with the responsibility," he said. 
President Hinckley and news- Asked about the Church's role in 
reporter Ellerbee which had the child care, he said that the idea of 
feel of a press c o h n c e  between using Church buildings for that 
President Reagan and Sam end "sounds s~mple" but presents 
Donaldson. complications including liability 

President Hinckley, first concerns. "We haven't been blind 
counselor in the First Presidency, to what's happening. . . . But 1 
detailed the problems of neglect repeat, one of our great efforts has 
and abuse of children, abuse and been to educate, and at the same 
abandonment of wims, and rising time teach that the home is the 
crime among women. Tt is my anchor point to society." 
opinion that the very situation of Linda Ellerbee, broadcast jour- 
an ever-increasing number of nalist and newspaper columnist, 
mothers out of the home and in said she agreed with President 
the workplace is a root cause of Hinckley "wholeheartedly" on the 
many af the problems of delin- importance of education, but that 
quency, drugs, and gangs, both job training was a legitimate end 
male and female," he said. of schooling, though not its 

Noting that many women have primary purpose. 
been compelled to find work Recalling her own college years, 
because of rising expenses, he said she said she was sent for two 
that working still extracted "a ter- reasons: "to find myself a husband 
f i l e  price. . . . When she daes land1 . . . to get an education so 
return, too often she is tired and that if my husband died or left 
under such stress and frustration . . . I would have, in the words of 
that . . . she cannot give to her my time, 'something to fall back 
children the attention and the on' . . . usually a teaching cer- 
affection which they so much tificate." 
crave and need." Quitting school after her 

But he emuraged women to second year to get married, she 
seek all the education they can, was later stranded by her hus- 
noting examples of women who band, left "with a I-year-old and 
had made "tremendous cormibu- a 2-year-old, and I had no job and 
tions," historically and today. He I had no education." 
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The financial pressures 
pushing more women into work 
are not their fault, she said. "We 
weren't in charge when the mor- 
tgage rates wehr up." And she 
disputed that the problems of 
absentee parents should be put at 
women's feet, saying that it's time 
for men "to plant a few of those 
flowers." She admitted that both 
working and non-workiqg women 
pay a price. 

"When my father died, my 
mother wilted and died. . . . She 
had based her whole hfe on he1 
children, and when that was gone. 
she couldn't find a base for 
herself," related Ellerbee. 

She said that working women 
more readily acknowledge the 
demands of life outside the 
workplace. "Women know 
firsthand from our own ex~erience 
that a sick child is important, a lost 
love is important." 

She admonished President 
Hinckley for merely acknowledg- 
ing problems such as child care. 
'9 heard him say at least six times 

that we are fully aware of the pro- 
blem.' . . . 1 respectfully submit 
that unless you are a woman, you 
cannot be fully aware of the pro- 
blem, and second, I couldn't help 
but think of that old expression 
from the '60s, the one that went: 

('If you are not pan of the solution 
you are part of the problem.' " 

Ellerbee later reflected on her 
Salt Lake stay in a March 11 col- 
umn. She cited University of Utah 
figures that "women in Utah still 
earn a whopping 54 cents" to 
every dollar earned by men as 

1 opposed to 65 cents nationally, 
and reported that a higher percen- 
tage of women work in Utah than 
any other state. "In other words, 
they have a situation in Utah," she 
wrote, and asked, '7s there a con- 
nection between these sorry 
figures and the attitude expressed 
by Mr. Hinckley?" 

Comparing that attitude to the 
: Jewish ritual of ceremonially lay- 
ing the people's sins on a 
scapegoat, Ellerbee called it "over- 

I simplistic, immoral and most of 

%!emid the prophet rbat rhis year is Old 
Ttment ;  nor Book of Mormon!" 
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all, inaccurate. Changes in the or one state-or one sex. . . 
family are a result of other changes everyone goes around wanting to 
in society, not the cause." But, she believe someone else is to blame 
continued, "this attitude isn't for whatever's wrong with our 
limited to one man or one religion lives.' @ 

ONE FOLD 

MERRY HANUKKAH 
HOLIDAY CARDS which combine Christmas and Hanukkah sym- 
bols have been criticized by the American Jewish Committee and the 
National Conference of Christians and Jews as "an affront" to both 
faiths. In a joint statement, the two organizations said that "true inter- 
religious relations require respect for the integrity of distinct faiths 
and a repudiation of syncretism." One offensive card features Santa 
Claus and a bearded Jew with a menorah, over the caption "Happy 
Whatever." (Ecumenical Press Service). 

I GOG, MAGOG, AND ISLAM 
WITH THE thawing of me cold war and Eastern Europe's new 
benevolence toward religion, an increasing number of Evangelicals 
are reinterpreting biblical prophecy so as to see Islam as the main 
threat to Christianity in the last days. Over the last fifty years, the 
Soviet Union has often been viewed as a world power linked with 
the coming of the anti-Christ; but as the communist totalitarian system 
appears to be breaking down, evangelical concern over communism 
is decreasing, at a rate almost matched by the increase in concern 
over worldwide Islam. 

In an interview with News Network International, charismatic inter- 
preter George Otis uses Ezekiel 38, often interpreted as foretelling a 
Soviet invasion of Israel, to predict an Islamic invasion (in which a 
converted Muslim USSR will theoretically participate). (Religion Watch). 

". . . AND THE WORD WAS ALLAH" 
LEADERS OF the Baptist World Alliance have sent a letter to 
Bangladesh President Hossain Ershad asking him to lift a ban on the 
importation of a Bengali translation of the New Testament, called Injil 
Sharif, which uses the word "Allah to refer to God. Christians con- 
stitute about .3 percent of the 110 mdhon people in Bangladesh, where 
the official state religon is Islam. (Ecumenical Press Service) 

I CHINESE INTELLECTUALS SEEK 

I CHRISTIANITY 
IN THE aftermath of the Tianamen Square massacre last June, there 
are reports of a "remarkable phenomenon" of thousands of Chinese 
intellectuals turning from Maoism to the Christian faith. and some - 
speculate that the trend may engender an "entirely new strand of 
Chinese Christianity." 

1 While intellectu~ls were drawn to Christianity throughout the 
1980s, now in many cities as much as 10 percent of all students have 
converted to "house churches," which are unsanctioned by the govern- 
ment. Drawn to the doctrine of original sin, these students have grown 
skeptical of traditional Chinese religions' emphasis on humanity's 
goodness, which could not explain the brutality of the massacre. Com- 

I 
prised in the past of rural, less-educated believers, the 
house church movement may revise its theological agenda that some 
have criticized as anti-intellectual. (Religion Watch) 
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SUN dii SPOTS OXYMORMONS 

JUST DON'T LEAVE 
PAMPHLETS 

ON THE 'WINDSHIELD 
A LITTLE-KNOWN Church pilot 
program has entered its second 
year. In Alpine, Utah, the Church 
is testing renting out a Church 
building parking lot on week days 
as a second source of income, 
originally to assist in local budget 
expenses. The parking lot is being 
used by Kencraft, a local candy 
manufacturer, to park 40-60 
employee cars each weekday. 
Explaining the pilot program in a 
town meeting, Ronald Rasmussen, 
former mayor of Alpine said, "Ken- 
craft is doing the Church a favor, 
because everyone knows that if 
you park on asphalt it will last 
longer." Local realtors are hoping 
that the program will be extended 
to include the stake center in 
Alpine. 

SPACE: THE FINAL 

we are the only living beings in 
this universe. Absolutely not. . . . 
God just didn't place his children 
on this earth. . . . why would God 
build all that out there-isn't that 
a lot of overkill? Stop and think 
about that." 

He added that his opinions are 
not shared by others in the Senate, 
including at least one colleague 
who told Garn he believed in the 
Creation but that the Earth was the 
only planet where humans were 
put. 

But, Gam said, sheer statistics 
refuted that position, "even if 
you're an atheist mathematician." 

PRO-LEE Bn/ 
PROFESSOR A5SAI.D 
PRO-LIFE Brigham Young Univer- 
sity law professor Richard G. 
Wilkins says he's "womed about 

1 pipe bombs in the mail" since 
1 being denounced by anti- 
abortionists for counseling Utah 
and Idaho governors against pro- 
posed legislation that would have 

~ S S [ O N  HELD. . . I inade nearly all abortions illegal. 
"The level of ire I've raised has 

MIXING RELIGION, state, pro- 
and pragmatism, Senator 

(R-Utah) has recently 
elaborated on his conviction that 
epctraterresuial life exists in the 

iverse, which he first voiced last 
ar while fighting to save the Air 

Force program ]&king for non- 
Earth life. 

Gam told a 5,000-member 
convention of American Legion 
Auxiliary women in Washington 
recently that "There are people out 
there just like you and me. They 

been disproportionate to what rve 
been saying," said Wilkins, who 
said he has received dozens of 
angry and abusive telephone calls 
and letters. Requests have been 
made to Mormon Church 
authorities to excommunicate 
him, and to BW to fire him from 
his position teaching law. 

But Wilkins insists he has not 
changed sides. "In my professional 
judgement, the Supreme Court 
would not permit the Utah or the 

I Idaho legislation [drafted by the 
don't have pointed ears or green National Right to Life organization] 
skin and they're not called Spock, to stand," he said. He has drafted 
either. They're human being and 
children of God just like we are." 

Speaking about the space pro- 
gram and his experiences aboard 
the space shuttle, Gam said, "Con- 
sider the vastness of space, and 

a proposal that he believes could 
pass constitutional muster, which 
provides for the same cases as did 
the Right to Life bills-cases of 
rape, incest, severe fetal deformity, 
and endangerment of the mother's 

then we think we are important? health-but defines them less 
And we have the arrogance to say narrowly. 
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