
LIGHTER MINDS 

(instructions are in parentheses and underined If c(ani%ca- 
tion is desired, check with stake executive secretaly.) 

( ( M Y  DEAR BROTHERS and sisters, it is with great 
humility that I stand before you today to take a few miiutes 
of your time and leave you with a message of importance which 
has been assigned to me. I pray that the Spirit of the Lord will 
be with me so that I can express the thoughts which are in 
my heart. I bring you greetings from the stake presidency, and 
I testify to you that these good brethren are called of God and 
receive inspiration in their stewardship over this pan of the 
Lord's vineyard, and they have a genuine concern for each and 
every one of the members of this great stake. 

(Insert the following if a youth speaker has preceded you: " I  
enjoyed very much the fine talk given by this young person 
who just spoke. I am sure you agree that we have been given 
much food for thought.") 

(Insert the following if a youth musical number has preceded 
you: " I  was touched by the wonderful music which has been 
played by this fine talented 
(insert one: young brother/young sister/group) " I  am sure we all 
felt the Spirit of the Lord.") 

"I always enjoy coming back to the Ward. 
While I do not know all of you, because there are so many 
new faces, I do know many of you and remember with fond- 
ness the fine times I have so often shared with 
and (insert names o f  two or three old-time 
members of the ward). I love and appreciate your good bishop 
and his two fine counselors. I know that these great brethren 
are inspired in their callings in this great ward. You also have 
great officers and teachers in your ward who do a great work. 
I always like to think that in this great church it is not where 
you serve that is important, but how you serve. 

"I always enjoy being assigned to speak with brother (insert 
name of the other high council speaker). 

This talk was discovered by a seminay teacher at 5:45 A.M 

on a Monday morning in the chapel. While gathering hymnals 
from the choir seats for her class she noticed that a Bible had 
been left on the podium, probably by a sacrament meeting 
speaker the day before. When she opened it to see i f  a name 
was on the inside flyleafl an envelope marked "confidential" 
fell out. Upon reading the contents she immediately knew the 
importance of  the document: it explained why almost all high 
councilor talks are so similar. W e  obtained a copy by trading 
a first issue SUNSTONE and by promising to keep the source 
confidential; however, it is printed here only after beingauthen- 
ticated by the foremost experts in Church circulars. 

He always gives a thoughtful and important message. He told 
me to take all of the time I wanted (pause until polite laughter 
from the congegation ceases). But since I am speaking first, I 
assure you that you will have plenty of time to hear from him. 
(Turn to other High Counselor and smile graciously. Look at clock. 
Face the podium again and wait for congregational laughter to 
subside.) 

"I am reminded of a story. It goes like this: (Tell any joke 
picked at random from your reference joke book or from the 
Readers' Digest. Wait  patiently for laughter to subside. Look at 
&.) 

"Seriously now, I have been assigned to speak with you today 
about the subject of (insert 
m). According to Webster, 
(insert topic) is defined as: (Pick up dictionary. Open to defini- 
tion. Read definition. Close dictionary and set it back on pile of 
books. Look at clock.) 

"This is an important and vital principle of the Gospel. We 
hear a lot about (insert 
e), but repetition of this great principle is important to all 
of us. 

"According to the scriptures: (Pick up book of scripture. Turn 
pages to pre-selected scripture from the basic missionary scriptures. 
Note: It is desirable that selected scriptures have some relevance 
to the topic. Upon completion of reading, close book and set it upon 
the pile o f  books. Look at clock.) 

"Our latter-day prophets stressed the importance of this great 
principle of the Gospel: (Pick up  the book Latter-day Prophets 
Speak. Turn to any quotation of a Church president in the chapter 
o f  the book having the same title as the topic. After reading, close 
book and set it on the pile of books. Look at clock.) 

"Our present-day leaders have also stressed the importance 
of this great principle of the Gospel. (Open copy o f  most recent 
general conference issue of the Ensip  to pre-selected talk which 
the magazine index indicates is on the same subject matter as the 
@). In the most recent conference, Elder 
(Insert fu l l  name, including the initial, o f  general authority) had 
these thought-provoking words to say: (Read any four para- 
graphs o f  the conference talk. Look at clock.) 

"One of my favorite poems is appropriate here. (Read either 
(1) 'lnvictus' by William Ernest Henley, (2) "The Touch o f  the 
Master's Hand," or (3) any poem by Edgar A. Guest. As an alter- 
native: Read all four verses o f  your favorite hymn. Wipe eyes with 
handkerchief Close book and put it on the pile o f  books. Look at 
&.) 

"I see that my time is gone. I hope and pray that we will 
all remember the importance of the great principle of 

(insert topic)." 
(Add your standard testimony and closing). 
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