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BYU MEMO HIGHLIGHTS
ACADEMIC FREEDOM ISSUE
THE STATEMENT on symposia
issued by the Council of the First
Presidency and the Quorum of
the Twelve last August (see
"Church Issues Statement on
’Symposia’," SUNSTONE 15:4)
stirred an intense discussion concerning academic freedom at
Brigham Young University and
highlighted what some say is a
major identity crisis at BYU.
Last fall the Daily Universe,
the campus newspaper, featured
a series of articles on academic
freedom that noted BYU’s 1986
accreditation self-study report
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that affirmed BYU’s right to limit
some faculty expression, including faculty participation in Sunstone symposiums and Dialogue:
A Journal of Mormon Thought,
because of the religious orientation of the university. "The only
point of closure," the report said,
"is that the University will not
freely tolerate an advocacy of its
destruction through attacking
the foundations of the religion
that sustains it."
The Universe series also noted
that some BYU professors had
been called in and talked to by

their ecclesiastical leaders for
their comments at Sunstone (see
"Of Things in the Heavens, on
the Earth, and in the Church" by
David Knowlton, SUNSTONE
15:4).
Additionally, Sunstone presentations given by other faculty
were also obviously targeted by
the August statement and had
been the matter of subsequent
high-level university deliberations. Still other BYU faculty, such
as those involved with the feminist campus group VOICE, received controversial notoriety
because of their feminist and/or
pro-choice positions independent of Sunstone forums.
This February, the Salt Lake
Tribune ran an Associated Press
story that reported a memo from
the BYU sociology department to
BYU President Rex Lee. The

memo explained why the
department’s faculty felt that continued participation at Sunstone
symposiums was professional
and constructive. The sociologists said they feared disciplinary
action from the school or the
Church if they participated in
symposiums on Mormonism.
"Such actions must be viewed as
a constraint on academic freedom, especially for LDS Church
members whose employment
depends on church standing,"
the memo said (see sidebar for
the complete memo that the AP
reported).
The carefully crafted memo
had gone through several versions and discussions before receiving unanimous approval of
the twenty-member sociology
faculty. The memo was intended
as private correspondence to Lee’,
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who planned to use it as a talking
point with the general authoritycontrolled board of trustees.
Although the sociology faculty lamented that their nowaborted quiet diplomacy had
been made public, other faculty
were disturbed and mobilized by
the information in the memo.
For the next few weeks numerous memos circulated the campus. Individual faculty members,
department chairs, and groups
wrote memos supporting the
rights outlined in the sociology
department memo. Other
memos defended the Church’s
statement. An ad hoc committee
of faculty began meeting weekly.
It was concerned about academic
freedom at BYU and the continued employment of some very
competent, non-tenured, junior
faculty whose public comments

might endanger their getting
continuing status (tenure). This
committee sent a delegation of
senior faculty to meet with Lee.
Ma~y long-time BYU observers
say they have never seen the faculty so independent or agitated.
Four days after the AP story,
the Universe ran an unsigned editorial, ghost-written in part by a
professor, that said Sunstone
symposiums were not academic
forums and therefore complaints
about restrictions on academic
freedom were not relevant (see
sidebar).
In response to the editorial,
BYU law professor Edward L.
Kimball and BYU English professor Eugene England wrote a letter to the editor defending participation with Sunstone and saying
that Sunstone was as academic as
other professional conferences

they had attended, including
BgU’s Joseph Smith Symposium.
David Knowlton, who was obviously an unacknowledged subject of both the sociology department memo and the Universe editorial, also wrote a letter to the
editor defending participation in
Sunstone. (See sidebar.)
As with other BYU controversies, the Universe featured many
letters to the editor, including
one by James Gulbrandsen who
argued that the "open-critical
discussion" that champions of
Sunstone say "helps the Church
grow" only helps anti-Mormon
propaganda and weakens the
image of the Church.
Then in late April, the Universe printed a curious story
headlined "Professors agree with
LDS stand on symposia," which
more accurately should have

been titled "Religion professors
agree with LD$ stand on symposia," since, in non-journalistic
fashion, it only quoted one side
of an issue. The article featured
three professors, all from Religious Education, who said the
Brethren’s statement on symposia
didn’t surprise them.
To place this current discussion in a larger context, many
faculty members cite a series of
faculty meetings BYU administrators held last year that outlined
the steps other religious universities had taken in their evolution
to becoming a secular university,
a crisis currently experienced by
Catholic Notre Dame University.
The administrators said that
BYU’S board of trustees and presidents are committed not to have
the same thing happen to BYU.
Several insiders say that some
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Church leaders feel that the
Church has already lost control
of BYU because of the number of
younger faculty who seem to
have greater allegiance to their
academic discipline than to the
Church, its teachings, and its
university. This concern has
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prompted exploration of what
BYU is about as a religious university and what that means in terms
of its expectations for its faculty.
The university experienced a
similar identity crisis in the first two
decades of this century when religion and philosophy professor Wil-

ham Chamberlain was dismissed
for teaching biblical higher criticism, and his brother Ralph Chamberlain was dismissed for teaching
evolution (see "Campus in Crisis:
BYU, 1911" by Richard Sherlock,
SUNSTONE 4:1).

In the 1960s, the issue of aca-

demic freedom flared once again
with faculty members at odds
with conservative BYU administrators and Church leaders.
More recently, in 1988, Asian
and Near Eastern Languages Professor David P. Wright was dismissed because of his beliefs concerning the historicity of the
Book of Mormon (see "BYU Professor Terminated for Book of
Mormon Beliefs," SUNSTONE
12:3).
BYU has always claimed certain exemptions to the university
academic-freedom tenet because
of its religious nature. However,
while both the American Association of University Professors
and the Northwest Association of
Schools and Colleges acknowledge limitation clauses regarding
academic freedom in religious
institutions, they also require
that the limitations be clearly
stated and published. Up until
now, BYU has had no written
statement on academic freedom.
Last July, before the current
controversy arose, the administration appointed a committee to
draft a statement. On 30 April, in
the midst of the current debates,
the university released a draft
statement for faculty response
that had been approved "in
principle" by the BYU board of
trustees.
The document attempts to
balance individual academic
freedom and institutional academic freedom, saying that neither can be unlimited. The document said that "academic freedom must include not only the
institution’s freedom to claim a
religious identity but also the
individual’s freedom to ask genuine, even difficult questions" in
order to "maintain the unique intellectual climate at BYU," which
defines itself as a "community of
faithful people (and those sympathetic to their convictions)
who pursue knowledge from the
baseline of religious belief."
"The religious university constitutes an endangered species in
today’s academic ecosystem," the
document said. "To force religious institutions to comply.with
FEBRUARY 1992
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narrowly secular definitions of academic freedom is to further imperil the survival of these distinctive intellectual communities."
The document defines "reasonable limitations" on individual academic freedom at BYU as
expressions that "seriously and
adversely affect the university
mission or The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints." Examples cited in the document include expressions that:
¯ Contradict fundamental
Church doctrines or oppose,
rather than merely discuss,
official Church policies.
¯ Attack or deride the Church
or Church leaders.
¯ Violate BYU’S Honor Code
through behavior or expression that is dishonest, illegal,
unchaste, profane, or unduly
disrespectful of others.
Issues that could get faculty
members in trouble include
teaching that Jesus was not a historical figure or that the Book of

UPDATE
Mormon is not an ancient document.
What is unclear and what
CHURCH ADJUSTS TO
concerns some faculty is how the
document applies to research on
BOOM BUST IN CHILE
contemporary and historical
Mormon issues. For example, THE LDS CHURCH in Chile is adjusting to adverse affects of its
how would it apply to the boom growth over the last two decades, which saw membership
episode last fall when BYU sociol- grow to 270,000--2 percent of the country’s population. Almost 4-00
ogy professor Tim Heaton was mostly large American-style meetinghouses were constructed that
questioned about his public stood in striking contrast to adjoining corrugated tin shacks,
sharing of data on Mormon although many chapels are sparsely attended; fewer than half of the
women’s sexuality? What about converts remain active. In a copyrighted story in the Salt Lake Tribune,
faculty who share research or reporter Michael Phillips noted that a March bombing of an LDS
opinions on Mother in Heaven, chapel was the 278th attack against the Church in the last decade.
female priesthood ordination, or Included in these attacks were 89 acts of vandalism and 11 acts of
abortion? Or those who report arson. The Church’s growth was due in part to its support of the U.S.
past or present unflattering backing of the conservative military regime of General Pinochet, who
Church involvement in politics general authority Robert Well once called "one of the great leaders of
or unfortunate results of Church Latin America" who was serving "the purpose of the Lord." Following
programs or policy?
a tour by President Spencer Kimball, the military leadership relaxed
The document is only a draft travel restrictions on missionaries and cut red tape for building
and faculty response no doubt permits, knowing that the Church avoided politics and counseled its
will refine it. In the event, BYU members to be "subject to Kings, Presidents, rulers and magistrates."
will further examine the on- The subsequent growth included government and military officials
going dynamic in blending reli- as well as civilians for whom joining the Church was a symbol of
gious faith and intellectual success. In response, Chilean terrorists targeted LDS buildings as well
g~ as other perceived symbols of Yankee imperialism, such as Citibank
knowledge,
offices.
As a result, the Church has begun to change its practices to appear
less like a Yankee organization. According to Rodolfo Acevedo, a
Chilean L~)s church historian who was interviewed by the Tribune
when he attended the April 1992 general conference, missionaries
now devote hours to community service and are seen in blue jeans
picking up litter in plazas, and less costly, newly designed, Chileanstyle chapels are now half the size of the previous ones. In a related
story, Phillips reported that native Chilean missionaries, who comprise 40 percent of the 12,000 missionaries in Chile, now must work
and save to pay for part of their expenses. Previously, the Church paid
for the entire expense of their mission. "Too many of them were in it
for the money," said Acevedo. "Lots of missionaries went on their
missions like they were going on vacation."
RELIEF SOCIETY EXHIBIT CENSURED
THREE HOURS before an exhibit celebrating the sesquicentennial of
the founding of the LDS Relief Society, Elder Loren C. Dunn,
executive director of the Church’s history department, directed that
certain of the quotes displayed on placards be removed. One
unnamed Church employee told the Salt Lake Tribune that the quotes
"all pointed out an identity of Relief Society that would prepare
women to officiate in the temple." Elder Dunn said that he could not
justify the quotes to his superiors: "The quotes in that context were
just a little too sacred, too close to the temple ceremony." Here are
the quotes that were removed:
"[Relief Society members] should move according to the
ancient priesthood, hence there should be a select society,
separate from all the evils of the world, choice, virtuous,
and holy."--Joseph Smith, March 30, 1842
FEBRUARY 1992
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"The sisters flock to our meetings every week .... Joseph
Smith wanted to make us a ’kingdom of priestesses.’ We
have the ceremony in our endowments as Joseph
taught."--Bathsheba Smith, Women’s Exponent, July/Aug
1906
"You, my sisters, if you are faithful, will be queens of queens
and priestesses unto the most high God. These are your
callings. We have only to discharge our duties."--Eliza R.
Snow. Millennial Star, Aug. 14, 1873
The above statements were replaced by these two:
"We want to broaden the vision of Relief Society sisters’
potential and help them realize the spiritual strength that
can be felt in a united group of righteous women."--Elaine
Jack, current Relief Society president
"Thanks be to God for the holy ordinances of His house and
how cheerfully grateful we ought to be that we are happy
participants of these great blessings."--Eliza R. Snow
On a similar subject, Apostle Dallin Oaks’s April 1992 general
conference address attacked the idea that the female Relief Society
was ever intended to be co-equal with the priesthood and its quorums. "The Prophet declared that the Relief Society was to receive
instruction and direction from the priesthood leaders who presided
over their activities."

UTAH JUDGE NARROWS CLERGY
CONFIDENTIALITY
JUDGE KENNETH RIGTRUP of Utah’s Third Circuit Court has ruled
that LDS Bishop Wayne Mills and Karen Worthington must answer
questions about their conversation the night Worthington’s former
husband staged a siege at the Salt Lake Alta View Hospital and killed
a nurse. Lawyers for the LDS church argued that all conversations
between Mills and Worthington were private under a clergy privilege.
LDS attorney Oscar McConkie argued that confessions and
conversations between church members and leaders were at the heart
of religions and "simply have to be kept secret." However, while
squashing the contested subpoena as being too broad, Judge Rigtrup
ruled that since Worthington had described much of her
conversation to an emergency 911 operator, she waived her right to
confidentiality. Further, the judged ruled that Worthington and Mills
must disclose other conversations if the prosecution can prove that
Worthington shared excerpts of them with officials, friends, or
neighbors. McConkie was successful in persuading the judge to ban
disclosure of parts of conversations dealing with confession, church
standing, temple marriage, and family stability Nevertheless, the
judge stated that not all conversations between clergy and laity are
spiritual matters: "Some bishops may claim divine [influence] in
deciding what kind of car to get," Rigtrup explained.

SUN SPOT
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LAST FEBRUARY, two general authorities attended an area
conference held on the BYU-Hawaii campus.
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A Special Invitation For
Subscribers
Renew Your SUNSTONE Subscription
Today And Lock In Spectacular Savings
On Up To 24 Issues Before Rates Increase
Dear SUNSTONE Subscriber,
We’d like to express our appreciation to you in
a special way.
Readers like you contribute greatly to
Sunstone’s continued success. That’s why we’re
thanking you by making this one-time offer. Sharp
increases in postage and publishing costs have
forced us to raise our subscription rates.
But before we do, we are offering you the
opportunity to extend your subscription and lock in
special savings before this price increase.
Right now you can add to your current
subscription at the old rates...
12 issues for only $32.00. (That’s just $2.66
per issue, $8.44 off the new subscription rate.)

Or better yet...
Add 24 issues to your subscription for only
$60.00 (That’s an incredible $2.50 an issue, a
$14.88 savings off the new subscription rate.)
Thank you for your support of SUNSTON~. I
hope you take advantage of this opportunity to
lock in great savings for twenty-four issues.
All you have to do is check the appropriate
boxes on the attached card, enclose your personal
check, Visa or MasterCard number, and mail it to
SUNSTONE.

Best of all, if you act now you won’t miss a
single issue. This offer is only good through July
31, 1992. I hope you’ll act today.
Sincerely,
kinda Jean Stephenson
Publisher
This offer expires July 31, 1992.
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The Essential Brigham Young

Eugene Campbell, foreword
Twenty-five sermons of Mormonism’s most controversial theologian are brought together
into one volume. Young’s often suppressed and sometimes disavowed statements continue
to inspire debate.
Campbell is author of Establishing Zion: The Mormon Church in the American West.

Cloth. 377 pages. $22.95. Available now.

Women and Authority: Re-emerging Mormon Feminism

Maxine Hanks, ed.
Twenty feminist scholars discuss the place of Mormon women in church and society.
Contributors include Lavina Fielding Anderson, Vella Neff Evans, Linda King Newell, Carol
Lynn Pearson, Martha Pierce, and Margaret Merrill Toscano.
Hanks is a freelance writer residing in Salt Lake City.
Paper. 275 pages. $19.95. Available in August.

The New Mormon History: Revisionist Essays on the Past

D. Michael Quinn, ed.
"New Mormon Historians" break tradition by exploring women’s issues, domestic life,
business, worship, and bureaucracy. Contributors indude Thomas Alexander, James Allen,
Leonard Arrington, Maureen Ursenbach Beecher, Kenneth Cannon, Mario DePillis, Klaus
Hansen, Dean May, Linda King Newell, Jan Shipps, and Ronald Walker.
I:IISTORY

Quinn is author of Early Mormonism and the Magic World View.
Paper. 330 pages. $18.95. Available now.

Joseph Smith’s Response to Skepticism
Joseph

Smifla’s
Response
to

Skeptidsm

Robert N. Hullinger
Joseph Smith, according to Hullinger, was troubled by nineteenth-century deism, atheism,
and humanistic skepticism. The Book of Mormon responded to "anti-Christian" critics such
as Thomas Paine by affirming continuing revelation, latter-day miracles, and the universality
of the Christian gospel.
Hullinger is a journalist and ordained Lutheran minister.

Paper. 250 pages. $18.95. Available in July.

