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Lowell Bennion speaks against capital punishment while
participants Eugene England, Frank Christensen,

Anne Clark, and Steve Sims look on.

MORMONS PROTEST AGAINST DEATH
PENALTY

A GROUP of Mormons against the death penalty rallied in front of
the Utah governor’s mansion on 23 July to plead for convicted
murderer William Andrews’s life. Lowell Bennion and four other
Mormons spoke to about thirty individuals who gathered to add a
Mormon voice to the chorus of other religious voices that opposed-
the execution of Andrews, who was sentenced to death for his role in
the 1974 Ogden Hi Fi Shop murders that involved administering
Drano to the victims, although he was absent when the victims were
shot. More than thirty-five non-LDS Utah religious leaders signed a
letter asking the Board of Pardons to commute Andrews’s sentence.
Later Pope John Paul II sent a request for the sentence to be com-
muted, "as an act of mercy."

Speaking at the rally, BYU student Frank Christensen called upon
fellow Mormons to "take the spiritual high road" and demand clem-
ency for Andrews. He said that we should "love our enemies and
forgive all people" and that when asked the question, What would
Jesus do?, he said he could not imagine Jesus administering the
poisonous injection to Andrews. Anne Clark, Utah chair for Femi-
nists for Life in America, said Mormons’ pro-life theology should
apply to Andrews. She said that rewarding violence with violence
"encourages the upward spiral of brutality in an already brutal
society."

BYU Professor Eugene England asked for mercy for Andrews
because it was a central Mormon value. He quoted President Gordon
B. Hinckley from the April 1993 general conference: "Mercy is the
essence of the gospel of Jesus Christ and the reality of our disciple-
ship to Christ is directly measured by how merciful we are." England
cited examples where Jesus showed mercy to the adulterous woman
who was sentenced to capital punishment and at his own execution
Jesus asked for mercy for his executioners. "As Mormons, it is one
thing to say we believe in mercy, but we have to act on it," he said.
He quoted the Sermon on the Mount that the merciful shall obtain
mercy and said we should extend mercy because we need mercy

Utah resident Steve Sims said that "it would be incongruent for
one to call himself a Christian while at the same time calling for the
blood of anyone, criminal or not." Now that Utah has a life-without-

parole option, and since the death penalty has not been shown as an
effective deterrent, Sims.said the only motive for the death penalty
could be revenge and "revenge is not ours for the taking ....Murder
or not, it is not our right."

Mormon humanitarian Lowell Bennion said, "America is the only
Christian nation that has capital punishment. All the nations of
Europe have given up on capital punishment. I have mixed feelings
about capital punishment. I don’t see how the state killing [someone]
would diminish killing in society; I think it would almost stimulate
it. I think, too, since Andrews didn’t kill anybody, that’s another
reason why we shouldn’t execute him. I believe that we ought to
make every appeal to stop this execution. I think sometimes we
execute people out of a feeling of revenge. To put Andrews in jail for
life without opportunity for parole would protect society... ’Blessed
are the merciful,’ God help us to be merciful."

In the discussion that followed, some lamented that the LDS
church has not taken a stand on capital punishment when it does
take active stands on other moral issues such as lottery and parimu-
tuel betting and alcohol regulation. Others, however, felt that the lay
nature of the Church empowered individuals to act on their beliefs
and criticized the lack of letters by Mormons in the local papers
supporting clemency.

In response to a request from the Associated Press for a statement,
the day before the rally Bruce Olsen, managing director of the LDS
public affairs department, said: "Although we are sensitive to the
concerns surrounding this issue, we regard the question of whether
and in what circumstances the state should impose capital punish-
ment as a matter to be decided by the prescribed processes of
criminal law. For this reason we feel it would be inappropriate for us
to express an opinion on the judgment imposed by the courts or the
decisions of the Board of Pardons."

Neither Utah Governor Norm Bangerter nor the Board of Pardons
intervened in the sentence, and after a flurry of last-minute appeals
Andrews was put to death on 30 July 1992.

NUMBER OF LDS YOUNG MEN CHOOSING
MISSIONS REMAINS CONSIANT

A 1991 Church study of LDS young men found that 32 of every 100
baptized Mormon males embark on missions between the ages of 19
and 21. This percentage is unchanged from a similar survey in 1982.
According to an Associated Press news story that was carried in both
the Deseret News and the Salt Lake Tribune, the percentage of North
American males serving missions has remained "roughly constant"
since the early 1960s when President David O. McKay urged "every
member a missionary." The study also noted a slight rise from 1982,
in the percentages of young men entering the Aaronic priesthood
offices at the appropriate age. In 1982 76 percent of baptized males
at age 12 were ordained deacons, in 1991 79 percent were. For
teachers ordained at age 14 the percentages rose from 65 to 70. For
priests ordained at age 16 the percentages remained constant at 58
percent..

MISSIONARIES ROBBED
SIXTEEN LDS missionaries were bound, held at gunpoint for more
than an hour, and robbed of their cash, ATM bank cards, and other
valuables by two masked assailants in an LDS chapel forty-five miles
southwest of Sacramento on 11 August, according to a KSL-TV report.
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MISSIONARIES PULLED FROM HONDURAS

THIS SEPTEMBER the LDS church evacuated all of its North Ameri-
can missionaries from Honduras for security reasons. Approximately
half of the 275 were reassigned to U.S. missions and the other half
went to other Latin American countries. Native LDS Hondurans and
missionaries from other Spanish-speaking countries will staff the
Honduras mission. Kent Clayton, a recently returned missionary in
Honduras, told the Salt Lake Tribune that North American missionar-
ies are in danger because of skirmishes between Nicaraguan and
Salvadoran guerrillas and the perceived U.S. involvement in the
conflict. Honduras has 29,000 Mormons.

BYU TO DEVELOP SMALL-SCALE
FARMS IN MEXICO

ON 13 April 1992 Brigham Young University signed a fifteen-year
agreement with the Mexican Ministry of Education to start a program
for small-scale agriculture in Mexico. The program, which the
ministry wants to integrate into forty agricultural colleges, was
developed by BYU’S Ezra Taft Benson Agriculture and Food Institute
in order to help farmers produce all the food necessary to feed a
family of seven by cultivating small, two-acre plots of land. Benson
Institute Director James B. Jensen said the Mexicans are anxious to
promote small-scale agriculture because it will strengthen one of the
weakest links in their food production chain. Although Mexico
exports vast quantities of food, it has problems feeding its own
people. The program works because it caters to the specific needs of
small Latin American farms instead of trying to translate the
large-scale farming of the United States into a small-scale plan for
Latin America.

PACKER ON DUNN FAMILY’S FINANCES
FREE-LANCE JOURNALIST Lynn Packer’s latest expose on Paul H.
Dunn appeared in the June 1992 Utah Holiday. Packer reports on
various financial ventures engaged in by Dunn, his son-in-law Jeril
Winger, and other members of the Dunn clan. One venture, Values
Institute, Inc., was promoted, both to prospective customers as well
as to the star-studded list of participants, as a non-profit organization
whereby young people could interact on a spiritual as well as an
educational basis with top LDS sports figures. Values Institute, it turns
out, was actually a for-profit venture.

When Values Institute ran into trouble, Winget formed American
Values Foundation (AVF), a non-profit corporation run by Dunn
family members. AVF’s "primary, purpose is to educate and teach
youth and families in traditional American morals and leadership
values" as well as have youth interact with LDS sports stars. Report-
edly investors are dubious about investing in AVF.

BYU REJECTED BY PHI BETA KAPPA
PHI BETA KAPPA, the national honor society for arts and sciences,
rejected Brigham Young University’s third bid for a campus chapter
because of concerns about academic freedom. The stated reasons for
the two previous rejections were because of the society’s concern
about the academic maturity of the students and the few number of
faculty members of Phi Beta Kappa. They were reiterated this time as
a lack of diversity among BYU faculty and the few number of PBK
tenured faculty who would have to support the society. "It appears

that for whatever reason, [BYU] draws on one region heavily in hiring
their professors," said PBK society secretary Douglas Foard. "We want
a wide representation of Phi Beta Kappa schools at our chapter
universities." The primary reason BYU has few PBK faculty is because
many faculty received their undergraduate degrees at BYU which has
no chapter. "It’s a Catch-22 situation," said Ted Lyon, associate
director of BYU’s Kennedy Center and PBK member. Of the twenty BYU
faculty who are PBK members, thirteen received their undergraduate
degrees at the University of Utah, which has a chapter.

This time the reviewing committee also said they were troubled
by two sentences in the university’s mission statement that appear to
limit academic freedom: "All students at BYU should be taught the
truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Any education is inadequate

PECULIAR PEOPLE

RELIGIOUS GROUPS OVER ONE MILLION:
UNITED STATES, 1989-90

ALTHOUGH ONLY six protestant denominations are larger than the
LDS church, the LDS population is relatively small in comparison
with other major religious groups According to the National Survey
of Religious Identification conducted by the Graduate School and
University Center of the City University of New York, 1.4 percent of
the U.S. Adult population identifies themselves as Mormons or
members of the LDS church. In addition to the larger protestant
denominations, there are substantially more non-denominational
Christians and protestants, and more people with no religious pre-
ference than there are Mormons. Although figures from the study
must be interpreted with caution because they are based on sample
data from telephone interviews (113,000 households were sur-
veyed), comparison with LDS membership statistics suggests that
about 7 percent of the LDS population on membership records
choose not to identify themselves as LDS members in national
surveys.
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which does not emphasize that His is the only name given under
heaven whereby mankind can be saved." "Phi Beta Kappa exists to
promote and foster a liberal arts education," said Foard. "That means
freedom of inquiry." Religious affiliation doesn’t prohibit member-
ship, Foard continued, but "if there is a statement that tends to make
the church’s doctrine free of criticism, then they are limiting aca-
demic freedom and free inquiry."

BYU President Rex Lee told the Deseret News that he was mystified
by that rationale, saying that either the committee doesn’t understand
BYU’s good student academic record, including ranking tenth in 1992
in entering U.S. national merit scholars, or that "they don’t under-
stand what academic pluralism is all about, and I can’t believe that’s

adherence to our religious mission, then of course it’s not even a close
question," Lee said. "We have functioned for more than a century
without Phi Beta Kappa and we can continue to do so very consis-
tently within our mission."

Nell Rasband, BYU associate dean of general education and hon-
ors, has directed BYU’S chapter campaign. "An institution established
for the purpose of providing an education in an environment consis-
tent with Christian principles does not preclude free inquiry or
academic freedom," he told the Daily Universe. Using the same
examples to prove opposite points, both Foard and Rasband cited
other religious schools with Phi Beta Kappa chapters whose charters
explicitly link Christian principles with education, such as George-

the case. If it really were to be a choice between [a PBK chapter] and town University and Notre Dame.

SUNSTONE  CALENDAR

ASSOCIATION FOR MORMON LETTERS will hold its annual
symposium at Westminster College in Salt Lake City on Saturday, 23
January 1993. There will be formal papers and a panel discussion
during the morning and afternoon sessions. The luncheon will
feature the election of new officers and an address from the retiring
AML president, Ann Edwards Cannon. There will also be an evening
social at which award winners will read from their works. Contact:
Program Chair Richard Cracroft, 3181 JKHB, Brigham Young Univer-
sity, Provo, UT 84602 (801/378-3082).

THE BROOKIE AND D. K. BROWN FICTION CONTEST
deadline for short stories (maximum 6,000 words) or short short
stones (maximum 1,000 words) dealing with LDS issues is 1 June
1993. Contact: Sunstone Foundation, 331 Rio Grande Street, Suite
206, Salt Lake City, UT 84101-1136 (801/355-5926).

COMMUNAL SOCIETIES ASSOCIATION will host its 20th
annual conference in conjunction with the International Communal
Studies Associationg fourth international conference on the theme,
"Culture, Thought, and Living in Community" on 14-17 October
1993 in New Harmony, IN. One-page proposals with brief biograph-
ical statements must be submitted before 1 March 1993 to: Donald
E. Pitzer, Center for Communal Studies, University of Southern
Indiana, Evansville, IN 47712, USA (tel: 812/464-1727; fax:
812/464-1960).

KRCL, 91 FM, the public access, "Radio Free Salt Lake" FM
station, features "issues and Explorations," a monthly half-hour
interview/discussion on issues and topics of contemporary Mormon
thought and culture. On the fourth Thursday of every month at
12:30 RM. Steven Epperson hosts an LDS scholar or knowledgeable
opinion leader for a lively intellectual discussion. Past guests have
included David Knowlton on the Church in Latin America; Steven
Olsen on his study of the Book of Mormon; Cecelia Farr on issues of
women and the Church and BYU; Jill Mulvay Derr on the history of
the Relief Society; and John Tanner, Jim Gordon, and Scott Abbott on
academic freedom at BYU. Upcoming themes include the Church and
politics, Third World economic development, the Mormon Peace
Gathering, Mormon music, Mormon identity in iconography, confds-
sions and confidentiality, and the anti-intellectualism in Mormonism.

LDS ENTERTAINMENT & LIFESTYLE (originally titled LDS
Entertainment Magazine) is a new full-color magazine edited by
Robert L. Wright and published by So Wright Publications, Inc., that
celebrates popular Mormon culture. Covers have featured Mormon
musicians Michael McLean and Janice Kapp Perry and a lengthy
feature on former BYU Cougar Ty Detmer. Other stories include
historical vignettes such as a feature on the old BYU Academy, con-

temporary events such as President Bush’s recent BYU Visit, short
fiction and poetry, and reviews and reports on recent LDS books,
recordings, and videos, plus reviews of American films such as
Disney’s Newsies and Ron Howard’s Far and Away. Subscriptions are
$24.95 for 12 issues--VISA and MasterCard accepted: Contact: LDS
Entertainment & Lifestyle, 29 West 100 South Street, Payson, UT
84651 (800/841-7188) ......

MORMON ONE-ACT PLAY CONTEST accepts unpublished
plays capable of being performed in under one hour that deal in some
general way with the Mormon experience or world view. Winners
will be published in SUNSTONE and produced at the 1993 Sunstone
symposium in Salt Lake City. Scripts must be submitted between 1
and 10 January 1993. For a copy of the rules contact: Sunstone
Foundation, 33i Rio Grande Street, Suite 206, Salt Lake City, UT
84101-1136 (801/355-5926).

MORMON WOMEN’S FORUM now has a chapter in the Penin-
sula/South Bay of the San Francisco Bay Area. The forum meets in
Cupertino on the third Sunday of each month, except for August and
December. Subscriptions to the group’s newsletter are $5.00. Con-
tact: Nadine Hansen, 20370 Town Center Lane, Suite 100, Cuper-
tino, CA 95014 (day: 408/253-2506; night: 408/255--7235).

MOTHER WOVE THE MORNING, a one-woman play written
and directed by Carol Lynn Pearson, returns to Salt Lake City on
20-21 November at Bryant Inte~ediate School (40 South 800 East
Street) at 7:30 P.M. Tickets are available at the door for $12 beginning
at 6:00 P.M. Contact: Andrea Moore Emmett, 565-0861.

SUNSTONE LECTURES AND CONFERENCES

WASHINGTON, D.C., SYMPOSIUM will be held in March
1993. Send proposals for papers and panel discussions to: Alison
Bethke Gayek, 4908 Cushing Drive, Kensington, MD 20895
(301/942-3693).

SYMPOSIUM WEST will be held in early March 1993. Send
proposals for papers and panel discussions to: Kim McCall, 1987
Euclid Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025 (415/327-1887).

1993 SALT LAKE SYMPOSIUM will be held on 11,15 August
1993 at the Salt Lake Hilton. Send proposals for papers and panel
discussions to: Sunstone Foundation, 331 Rio Grande Street, Suite
206, Salt Lake City, UT 84101-1136 (801/355-5926),

NORTHEAST SUNSTONE SYMPOSIUM will be held 12-13
November 1993 at the Burlington Marriott Hotel. Contact: Don
Gustavson, 413 Clearview Avenue, Torrington, CT 06790 (203/496-
7090).
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AWARDS

1992 WILBUR AWARD FOR RELIGIOUS
COMMUNICATION

SALT lAKE TRIBUNE cartoonist Pat Bagley won a Wilbur Award for
Religious Communication from the Religious Public Relations Coun-
cil, for outstanding communication of religious values in the news
and entertainment media, for the above Tribune cartoon that ran 23
April 1991. Other winners included ABC Television, Time and Life
magazines, Bill Moyers, CBS Radio, and the National Film Board of
Canada. Bagley was the first cartoonist to ever receive a Wilbur
award.

The Religious Public Relations Council is a sixty-three-year-old
interfaith organization of professional religious communicators that
has sponsored an awards program for over four decades to recognize
the news and entertainment media for excellence in the communica-
tion of religious values, issues, and themes.

JOHN WHITMER HISTORICAL
ASSOCIATION

Awarded at the annual meeting at Shenendoah, Iowa,
25-27 September 1992

Best Book
PAUL EDWARDS

Our Legacy of Faith: A Brief History of the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

Herald Publishing House

Best Article
BARBARA HANDS BERNAUER

"Still ’Side by Side’hThe Final Burial of Joseph and Hyrum Smith"
John Whitmer Historical Association Journal 11 (1991)

Special Certification of Appreciation
JOLENE ASHMAN ROBISON

"Out in Left Field (A True Story)"
Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, Summer 1992

BONNEVILLE COMMUNICATIONS
AN LDS "Homefront" public service announcement produced by
Bonneville Communications to honor the Relief Society’s 150th
anniversary received a Clio Award in the Television/Cinema National
Public Service Category. Written and produced by Michael Dunn,
"Service on the Run" depicts a young woman jogger supporting an
elderly neighbor with small gestures of anonymous kindness, includ-
ing carrying uncollected newspapers from the road to her doorstep
thus beginning a daily routine.
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OSEPH
SMITH

¯ The New Mormon History:
Revisionist Essays on the Past
Edited by Michael Quinn- Softcover
"New Mormon Historians" explore women’s issues, domestic life, family
dynamics, business, worship, and church management. These various authors
reinterpret traditional history by examining events in the context of popular
movements.
Regular $18.85 Seagull 517.06

Sea~. ~ &Ta~®

¯ The Autobiography of B. H. Roberts
Edited by Gary James Bergera- Softcover
In this exciting autobiography, one of the most colorful figures of the American
frontier recounts his poverty-stricken childhood, his rowdy adolescence in
Rocky Mountain mining camps, his unsuccessful bid for U.S. Congress, and his
stormy career in one of the leading councils of the Mormon Church.
Polygamy, women’s suffrage, prohibition, and separation of church and state,
all occupy center stage in the unfolding drama of his controversial life.
Regular $12.95 Seagull 51 !.66

¯ The Diaries and Journals of
Joseph Smith
Edited by Scott H. Faulring - Softcover
The personal diaries and journals of Joseph Smith provide an unequalled view
of this controversial leader. Though previous compilations have drawn from
selected and carefully rewritten passages, in this edition Smith emerges as
believable and human, willing to allow both descendants and followers o
complete look at his beliefs and personality.
Regular $9.95 Seagull 58.46

Classics in Mormon Thought Series
Each of these volumes contain the writings of Mormonism’s most important,
popular, and creative theologians; many of which are readily available only
through these compilations. Buy one today, or the entire set of three.

¯ The Essential Parley P. Pratt
Plofdcover
Regular 517.95 SeagullS16.16
¯ The Essential Orson Pratt
Hardcover
Regular $22.95 SeagullS20.65~ Please Clip and Present at Seagull Book & Tape®

~ll m m m m m m mm mm mm m m m m m mm m mm m m m m m m m m m i~ ¯HordcoverThe Essential Brigham Young

:FREE BOOK" i Regulor$22.955eagull$20.6SA‘exaflder"¯ Things in Heaven and Earth
._.. ,~ By Thomas G. Hardcover

This impressive study not only chronicles the story of Wilford Woodruff, but

: ~ili
i~iii

~ : situates him within the larger sweep of American history.
¯ ¯ ¯ ~. Regular $28.95 Seagull $26.06

: ¯ Mormon Polygamy: A Historyby Richard S. Van Wagoner- Paperback
A fascinating, hard-hitting, and scholarly history, Van Wagoner traces--from

J the 1830s to the present--the religious, political, and personal aspects of

| Sale Prices Good Through December 31, 1992 (SS101) ~ll~lilr this unexpected product of Victorian piety.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Regular $6.95 SeagullS6.26



Computerized LDS Scriptures and Books
Find and print any word, scripture, or reference in seconds!

L DS Computerized Books give you immediate command over
every word in the classic Church texts. They let you get right
to the heart of the subject with just a few keystrokes, pulling

all direct and related information out of the texts in a small fraction of the
time it takes to research regular books. Both adults and children love this
lightning-quick response at their fingertips.

Other programs are expensive and require a significant initial investment
to sample the program. Other products are sold as pre-established collections
of books; many of which aren’t needed. Then to further add to your
frustration, these collections can’t be linked, forcing you to search each
collection separately. Up until now, these have been unavoidable
headaches. No longer!

Welcome to the latest generation of LDS Computerized Books. The key
to the new system is the simple, powerful, core data-search program--
WordCruucher, which allows you to test and sample only the books that
you need for your individual research. As o bonus, we have included the
Lectures on Faith with WordCruncher for a savings of $4.95.

S8’96Articles of Faith ..................................... $9.95
Discourses of Wilford Woodruff .................. 7.95 7. ! 6
Discourses of Brigham Young .................... 9.94 8.96
Doctrinal History of the Church ................31.95 28.76
Doctrines of Salvation ............................11.95 ! 0.76
Gospel Doctrine (Joseph F. Smith) .............9.95 8.96
Gospel Ideals (David O. McKay) ................9.95 8.96
Gospel Kingdom (John Taylor) ..................7.95 7. ! 6
History of the Prophet Joseph Smith .......... 7.95 7.16
Jesus the Christ ..................................... 10.95 9.86
LDS Scripture Quod ............................... 15.95 14.36
Lectures on Faith & WordCruncher ............. 2.95 2.66
Messiah Series ..................................... 29.95 26.96
Miracle of Forgiveness .............................7.95 7. ! 6
Mormon Doctrine .................................. 10.95 9.86
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith ...... 9.95 11.96
Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball ............... 9.95 8.96
IBM compatible format. Available on both 3.5" and 5.25" disks.
Many other selections to choose from!

LDS Scripture Quad
T̄he Bible
T̄he Book of Mormon

¯ Doctrine & Covenants
¯ Pearl of Great Price
¯ IBM Format
Regular $15.95
Seagull Price S14.36

WordCruncher Bundle:
¯ WordCruncher
¯ Lectures on Faith
This is the Deal of the Season!
¯ IBg Format
¯ Provides Access to Titles in LDS Computerized Book Series
Bdle Value $7.90
Seagull Price S2.66

Powerful Tools For:
~ Pe~onal Study ~ Preparing Lessons and Talks Finding Quotes

Build Your Own Personal Electronic Library
Start adding books like the LDS Scripture Quad at the lowest price in the market at $14.36 and go from there.

Book by book, you can link them all together into one database, a previously unheard of convenience.
You try it. Let your kids play with it. Computer research has truly revolutionized the way we study. Why wait? Come

join the computer generation in your doctrinal research! No one can make it easier to start than Seagull Book & Tape.
These features and others make this an unbelievable bargain.

Come into your local Seagull Book & Tape for a demonstration today.




