
INTERVIEW 

A Conversation with Hartmut Weissmann 

HARTMLJT WEISSMANN is publisher and 
editor of Betrachtungen (Reflections), a new 
Mormon newsletter for European Saints. This 
interview was conducted by Elbert Peck. 

W H A T  HAS BEEN THE RESPONSE 
TO BETRACHTUNGEN? 

We have published three issues and have 
about fifty subscribers. 

The first issue asked people to respond to 
my open letter about the idea of a European 
newsletter. It also featured an interesting es- 
say by an East German brother on free speech 
and open, independent dialogue within the 
Church. 

We had a review and discussion of Carol 
Lynn Pearson's book, Good-bye, ILove You. We 
chose Pearson's book because it had been 
translated into German. At the end of the 
review we noted two other pea related books 
on the same topic: Chris Oyler's, Go toward the 
Light, a personal story of a woman whose son 
was infected with AIDS at the age of seven; 
and Signature Books' Peculiar People, which 
deals with homosexuality and Mormonism. 

We reprinted a German translation of a 
piece by Hugh B. Brown on orthodox 
thought that originally appeared in Dialogue: 
AJournal of Momon Thought. 

The second issue presented a discussion 
about if there had been priesthood for 
women in former times. 

Another reader submitted a review of the 
book by James B. Allen, Ronald K. Esplin, 
and David J. Whittaker, Men with a Mission 
1827-1 841 : The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles 
in the British Isles (Deseret Book, 1992). 

We also had reactions to the first issue. 
Presently the Ensign does not actually reflect 
its readers' responses. I really want the read- 
ers to reflect how they feel about the news- 
letter, and express their points of view. This 
will encourage dialogue. 

A piece by the East German continued 
the independent dialogue topic, by using the 
Apostle Paul, that we can come to a unity of 
faith, not by pronouncing the same points of 
view, but by being part of the body of Christ 
where everyone can participate freely 

A man from Berlin wrote a letter stating 

that when he was a teenager, more youth 
helped plan activities with the adults, 
whereas today, the adults plan the activities 
for the youth. He believes this has caused a 
lack of motivation and a certain frustration. 

A French journalist wrote an article that 
basically deals with the subject of free dia- 
logue. This has been a maintopic for us. 

When I proposed the idea of having free 
dialogue within the newsletter, the opinions 
were quite widespread. We have people who 
think the only free dialogue should be that 
offered by the official Church. There are peo- 
ple who think that this dialogue is extremely 
necessary to provide balance with the official 
Church and our own private lives. 

In the third issue we had auite a few 
negative responses from people concerned 
about what we are doing. We have both sides: 
one reader who likes the second issue better 
than the first, so he is a subscriber; other 
readers basically think we're drifting apart 
from the truthfulness of the gospel, that we're 
expressing our own thoughts, and that we 
will lead people away from the Church. 

I S  YOUR NEWSLETTER THE FIRST 
INDEPENDENT EUROPEAN MORMON 
PUBLICATION? 

No. About fifteen years ago, Horizon was 
published in Belgium. The publisher told me 
that he had wanted to run this project for 
about two years to help improve the Ensign. 
Basically, it reprinted translations of Ameri- 
can articles and books, such as Charlie's 
Monument, by Blain Yorgason. He would re- 
print the news that appeared in the Church 
News, and he would also share information 
about activities in Belgium and Holland. 
Overall, the Church was not pleased with 
what he did. He was asked several times not 
to publish it. He quit the publication, but 
believes that Horizon caused the addition of 
a local section in the Ensign. 

About five years ago the HLT Forum was 
published in Germany. It provided readers 
with short Dialogue-style, five- to ten-page 
articles translated into German, like excerpts 
from The Diaries of Wilford Woodruff. HLT 
Forum was less to the perspective of Euro- 

pean or German readers than our newsletter 
is. It basically concentrated on transla- tions 
of American writings. Due to insufficient 
funds, insufficient reader support, and insuf- 
ficient donors and translators, the publica- 
tion was discontinued in the late eighties. It's 
difficult enough to find readers for inde- 
pendent publications, but to find subscrib- 
ers who will also write articles is almost 
impossible. This is why our issues so far 
feature only a few one- to two-page articles. 

As far as I know, no other independent 
publication currently exists in Europe. 

30 YOUR PUBLICATION MAINLY 
ADDRESSES EUROPEAN ISSUES? 

Yes. We are not that close on a day-to-day 
basis with the general authorities. And so a 
whole issue of SUNSTONE on Paul H. Dunn 
was just too much for us. I understand it was 
of concem to you, but this illustrates the 
need for a European magazine. We'll have 
short news spots on ~merican stories, but 
there are other concerns that are more inter- 
esting to European Saints. 

Modeling the SUNSTONE and Dialogue 
American experience, we need to build-up 
something similar for our own country. 

Our objective is to have a three-language 
publication: German, French, and English, 
but our major concem is about German and 
French; English Saints always can benefit 
from overseas U.S. publications. 

The third issue, for example, has an article 
from a young French brother, a man of color, 
who was baptized this year. He describes how 
he learned-from a student colleague about 
polygamy. This was a very hard issue for this 
new member. When he learned of the 1978 
revelation of giving the priesthood to all wor- 
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thv male members. that almost drove him 
a\;ay from the church. He became reconciled 
after many hours of talking to long-time 
members. He became more comfortable with 
the Church, and basically he says, "Today I 
can support the Brethren of the church, un- 
derstanding that they are as human as I am, 
and not as perfect as I believed them to be." 
Although in places he is quite critical, I think 
it's a faith-promoting story; many readers 
think the same as he thinks. 

H O W  HAVE YOUR LEADERS RE- 
ACTED? 

I had an interview with my stake president 
and expected him to be unfavorable. How- 
ever, he was neutral and in a way positive. He 
said, "You should make it Church-affirming, 
not against the Church. But, I can't tell you to 
stop because I don't know how it will de- 
velop." 0 
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