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against all new ideas. It's an occupational 
hazard. 

Hey. . . 
Prove me wrong. Listen a minute. I guar- 

antee you'll be glad you did. 
Okay, okay You've got five minutes. 
That's all I need. This idea represents the 

coming together-the marriage, i f  you will--of 
two gospel themes. First: good works. 
Elementary gospel principle. Bedrock gospel 
principle. Resurrection's a free giit to everyone, 
even i j  they would rather stay unresurrected. 
That's salvation. But exaltation, that's different, 
you've got to earn it. Prove yourselfworthy. 

I do have a rudimentary understanding of 
the gospel. Get to the new part. 

Okay. How do you prove yourselfworthy? By 
watching TV and going t o J m  games? 

Of course not. You attend your meetings, 
pay your tithing, obey the Word of Wisdom, 
read the scriptures, do your home teaching, 
do your family history, the list goes on and 

And on. Almost too muchfor one person to 

Right. Anyway, the point is, we have to do lots 
of good works. Enough so that, well, really we 
never have time to watch TV or go to J m  

I'm speaking theoretically. But stay with me. 
Second principle: works by proxy. You're dead. 
You want to get baptized, but you can't, because 

Too busy to attend sacrament meeting on a regular basis? you have nothingfor someone to immerse in the 
water No body. So someone else is baptizedfor 

Goodworks can handle it. Hey, if you can serve as a proxy for a YOU-your proxy. just US good as  YOU did it 

dead person, why can't you serve as a proxy for a live person? Y~~~~~~ absolutely 
I'm still listening. 

A FAMILIAR SCENE. A well-appointed 
ofice, apparently in the Church O@ce 
Building, looks south over the central 

business district of Salt Lake City. An executive 
sits at a desk, his back to the window, staring at 
his computer screen. TheJirst twelve notes of the 
hymn "Because I Have Been Given Much" sound 
in electronic tones. He continues staring. The 
phrase repeats. As the phrase starts a third time, 
the executive lvts his telephone receive< abruptly 
ending the tones. 

Hello? 
Hi, it's me. Busy? 
No. 
Right. Iforgot. 
Hey, we work hard. I was just stuck on 
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something, is all. 
It doesn't matter You're quitting anyway. Tell 

them to take this job and- 
Settle down. Why in the world would I 

ever want to quit a cushy job like ths? 
Because, my friend, you are about to cash in 

on the greatest idea to hit Mormonism since, 
well, my last one about paying commissions on 
the tithing ofpeople you sponsor into the Church. 
Only this is even bettel; because we don't have to 
talk the Church into changing any policies or 
anything, which is, as you know, virtually impos- 
sible. 

I've heard that. 
Anyway, the Church plays a major role in 

this deal, major But without even knowing it or 
intending to. That's the beauty ofit. 

Why do I already know I'm going to hate 
this scheme? 

Because your mind's hermetically sealed 

You don't see it? You don't see a business op- 
portunity crying out for two smart guys to ex- 
ploit? 

Uh, not really, no. 
Let me spell it outfor you. If1 can serve as a 

proxy for a dead person, and the work is done 
just as much as ij he had done it himself, why 
can't I serve as a proxyfor a live person? 

Why would a live person ever want you 
to? 

That part doesn't concern us. Who cares why 
the client can't do the deed personally. Too busy? 
Out of town? Doesn't enjoy it? The point is, you 
and I--or rather our ernployees--can do it for 
him. By proxy. For a smallfee, of course. 

You do have a way of selling every gospel 
principle for money 

What's the big deal? We do it now. 
We certainly do not. 
Oh yeah? Open your drawel; pull out your 

yellow pages, and open to the heading "genealo- 
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gists." Youllfind a dozen or two professional ge- 
nealogy businesses. I suppose you think they give 
away their services? 

Please, it's "family history" now. 
Whatever It's a commandment. Absolute. 

Joseph Smith said ourgreatest responsibility is to 
seek after our dead. But he didn't say we had to 
do it personally. He didn't say we have to read 
every microfilm personally. Fill out every group 
sheet personally. He didn't say that. 

Okay, I'll grant you this one area. But 
that's only because family history requires 
particular technical expertise that not every- 
body has. 

That's not what they say in my ward. 
"Anybody can do it. It's easy." Besides, it's not 
limited to genealogy. 

Oh yeah? Name one other area. 
By the way, what were you working on when 

I called? 
Ndmg. WWriting-touhg up, rather- 

Elder You-know-whoh next conference & I& 
PRY goocl. 

Well, aren't you doing the very same thing? 
Aren't you literally being paid for doing Elder 
So-and-so's works? You have to admit, preaching 
the gospel is non-technical, and given his calling 
and all, it's a good work he has to do. 

That's different. I'm a Church employee. 
Well, you're about to become the employee of 

GoodWorks, Inc. Think o f  it as expanding your 
potential market. Well do lots of people's good 
works, not just the Brethren's. Ghost-do them, 
you might say. 

What an imagination you have. 
Thank you. It's so easy. Genealogy's pretty 

well covered by the guys with, as you say, tech- 
nical expertise. We'll concentrate on other 
areas. 

I'm almost afraid to ask what. 
Well, home teaching springs to mind. "Hi, 

we'reJoe and Tony. We're here to home teach you 
on behalf of Bill Jones. Bill's out of town this 
weekend on business, but he really cares about 
you. So he sent us. May we come in!" 

Who would ever, ever trust his home 
teaching families to a couple of hired 
strangers? 

You're right. Our home teachers must be top 
notch. Wear ties, carry scriptures, and present a 
lesson based on the First Presidency message in 
the cunmt Ensign. Major selling point: we will 
not only do the home teaching as well as you 
would yourself, we'll do it better We'll come 
early in the month, not late like you. We'll come 
evely month, not sporadically like you. We'll 
even make a second visit, or a third, depending 
on hav much you . . . well, care about thefami- 
lies. Isn't this beautiful? 

But how do I even know who these guys 
are? They could be gangsters, for all I know 

Nobody's licensed in this field, you know. 
I thought of that, and you're absolutely 

wrong. I bet you've got your license in your 
pocket right now. 

You don't mean- 
Of course. It's almost as though the Brethren 

prophetically anticipated our very need. I can 
hear it now: "Our home teachers are all faithful, 
temple-worthy, fully recommended priesthood 
holders." That's an absolute must. 

This is insane. 
Of course, you'll get to exercise your spe- 

cialty. "Too busy to prepare that sacrament 
meeting talk? Not to worry. With GoodWorks, 
your talk will be prepared by prayerful, inspired 
authors whose work has appeared in Music and 
the Spoken Word and LDS general conference." 
Killer. 

Now that part of it-just that part-is a 
possibility. 

Why stop at talks? "Too busy to attend sacra- 
ment meeting on a regular basis? GoodWorks 
can handle it. We will attend and record the ser- 
vice so you can listen to it in your car as you 
commute during the week. We'll even bring home 
your portion of the sacrament to partake in the 
comfort and convenience of your own home." 
Hey, we already do something like that for the 
homebound. 

But they can't come. It's not the same for 
someone who just won't come. 

Who says they just won't? Maybe the client is 
on call, or away on business, or has to work some 
Sundays. Who are we to judge? Don't they de- 
serve the blessings of the gospel as much as a guy 
like you, who gets Sundays off,  

Look. I know this seems to make sense in 
a twisted sort of way But there's something 
about it that's just wrong. It sounds too 
Catholic or something. This is just a way for 
rich guys to buy their way into the celestial 
kingdom. 

I hear you. I agonized over that atfirst, too. 
Then I saw that it's really no problem. First, 
ij that's what they want to do with their mo- 
ney, it seems like we should applaud, not criti- 
cize. Would we feel better if they spent the 
dough on diamonds and second homes? Why  
not an eternal mansion, so to speak? And, 
second, we can't do every necessary good work 
anyway. 

We can't? Why not? 
Well, we can't not commit adulteryfor some- 

body He has to do that himself. Although we 
might be able to confess to the bishop ij the guy is 
really too busy to get in there. 

Get serious. 
Okay, okay, maybe we couldn't do that. Also, 

we can't not kill by proxy, not smoke by proxy, 
etc., etc. 

I get it. Everybody has to avoid sins of 

commission on their own. But sins of omis- 
sion are different. Those can be subbed out. 

Yeah, you've got the vision. This will work. 
There's plenty to be subbed out. Well do your 
missionary work, service projects, genealogy, 
even temple work. That's my favorite. Proxy 
work by proxy. 

You said the Church fits into this in some 
devious way. 

Oh yeah, they're our advertising arm. 
You can forget that. They will never agree 

to that. 
Don't have to. What is the single most impor- 

tantfunction of commercial advertising? 
Increasing name recognition. 
Wrong. Need creation. 
Need creation? 
Need creation. Take a simple example: Veg- 

a-matic. Who would ever have seen the needfor 
that simple device without those great commer- 
cials? People weren't standing at their drain- 
boards chopping onions thinking, boy what a 
waste of time. Can't someone automate this 
process? But after they saw the commercial, they 
thought, what am I doing wasting my time chop- 
ping by hand when there is a machine that will 
do itfor me. 

Well, the Church obviously isn't going to 
be telling people that they need to hlre proxy 
workers for themselves. 

No, but think about it. What is every lesson 
about? 

I don't know, the gospel, I guess. 
But they all end up in the same place. 

Another simple example. First commandment: 
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God." What does it 
mean to love God? 

Well, he said "If you love me, keep my 
commandments." 

Bingo. Then the class makes a list o f  good 
works at least haljofwhich at least half the class 
isn't doing. Which means, according to the 
premise of the lesson, that they don't love God. 
Whichfurther means that they are not likely to 
be celestialized. That lesson just created a need 
for our service. It's perfect. Think how easy it 
would be to sell Ige insurance ij every church 
lesson were on the horrors of leaving yourfamily 
without adequatefinancial protection. 

You know, listening to you talk like this 
almost makes me wish we believed in grace. 

No way. What's the point? No one would 
need our services then. Besides, there's no such 
thing as afree lunch, right? Here or hereafter. 
Everything's got its price. 

Which reminds me, my computer screen 
IS calling. 

Oh yeah, I forgot. My five minutes is up. 
Well, you just keep doing those works for hire. 
You've got the idea, just eqand your horizon. 
P~ivatize. And keep smiling. P 
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