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B RILLIANTLY CONCEIED AND ele- 
gantly executed, this examination of 
nineteenth-century Mormon thinking 

about Israel, the Jewish people, uncovers 
Joseph Smith's, Orson Hyde's, and Brigham 
Young's hitherto unappreciated, affirmative 
conception of the enduring validity of Israek 
vocation. A mind of extraordinary indepen- 
dence and originality, Smith himself defied 
the conventional attitudes of his day, which 
took as definitive the ancient superses- 
sionism and dismissed the Jews as cursed by 
God. Prophetically, he envisioned a return of 
Israel to its land. Also, Orson Hyde's pil- 
grimage to and prayer on the Mount of 
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Olives, commemorated thirty years later by a 
rite of the next generation. gave concrete ex- 
pression to that same prophecy. Here is a 
Christian theology of Israel that accords to 
the Jewish people dignity and to Judaism the 
status of a valid road to God, long before cen- 
turies of anti-Semitic teaching culminating in 
the Holocaust persuaded Christian churches 
to reconsider the matter. Other contempo- 
rary millennialists, for example, returned to 
the scriptures of ancient Israel without re- 
considering the living community of Judaism 
in the way Joseph Smith and Brigham Young 
did. So far as 1 know, Orson Hyde must rank 
unique as the first Christian to pray for 
Israel's return to Zion; and it was Joseph 
Smith who sent him on that mission to Israel. 

Epperson summarizes his findings a: the 
outset: "The sum of Smith's contribution was 
the creation of an independent Christian the- 
ology of Israel, which affirmed the autonomy 
integrity, and continuity of covenant Israel- 
embodied in the life and witness of the 

Jewish peoplen (viii). That conception would 
compete with the more conventional one of 
an Israel rejected by God, Judaism super- 
seded by Christianity and the Jews as a 
people lacking a religion at all. What is sur- 
prising is not the conventional but the fresh: 

What emerges from these assem- 
bled texts and sketches is a picture 
both clear and strange. On the 
American frontier in the 1840s, a 
Christian religious leader was 
editing a newspaper which fea- 
tured articles on modem Jewry and 
its concerns. . . . At the same time, 
this leader was affirming in the 
scriptural language available to him 
a renaissance of Jewish institutions 
and national life independent of 
any necessary connection to the 
Church of Christ. By focusing on 
such notions as a city, a temple, a 
renewed priestly order, and acts of 
sacrifice, and by insisting on their 
literal restoration, Smith calibrated 
his rhetoric to jar assumptions 
about present-day Israel and the as- 
sumed homogeneity of the coming 
millennia1 kingdom ruled by the 
universal church. At the heart of 
Smith's vision was an affirmation 
"that the election of the promised 
seed still continues. . . . That 
promise had room for both the 
Israelite whose 'election was per- 
taining to the flesh' and the 
gentile. . . . It was the vindication - 
of God's promises, not the Saints' 
presumptions, which Smith sought 
in this work" (132-33). 

Joseph Smith's tradition, renewed and en- 
hanced by Brigham Young, competed with 
views of Orson Pratt, who sought the conver- 
sion of the Jews as a precondition to the end 
of days: "[Tlhe ultimate destiny of the Jewish 
people was identity with the Saints through 
their conversion to the Church of Christ and 
its gospel message as taught to them by 
Mormon elders" (193). Epperson finds that 
those who took this other position-the 
Pratts, Oliver Cowdery, Sidney Rigdon-"in- 
herited exegetical principles and prejudices 
from those sources" of conventional 
Christianity that they brought with them to 
the Latter-day Saints: "These hopes and ex- 
pectations [for Israel's conversion], shorn of 
their Mormon particularity, were of a piece 
with both the rapt theologies of revivalists 
and the dispassionate systems of the semi- 
nary professors who were their contempo- 
raries" (196). Smith, Young, and Hyde 
innovated, bringing to the Latter-day Saints 
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ideas and attitudes quite opposed to the con- 
ventions o f  the day, forming a theology o f  
Israel akin to that o f  Vatican 11, but nearly a 
century and a half earlier. In this regard, 
Brigham Young took a position that 
Christianity in general would attain only in 
the aftermath o f  the Holocaust: "Jews and 
gentiles will not  be obliged to  belong to  the 
Church of Jesus Christ o f  Latter-day Saints" 
(200). Epperson describes Young's construc- 
t ion o f  human, religion, and cosmic orders as 
"eternally pluralistic. . . . [Mlembership in 
the church was not  the inexorable, universal 
goal o f  humankindn (200). I t  was only w i th  
the formation o f  such a theology o f  difference 
that the pluralistic character o f  relationships 
among religions would become plausible. 

Epperson's own view o f  matters emerges 

when, commenting o n  his findings, he re- 
flects, 

There persists in the IDS commu- 
nity to this day an elective affinity 
with the Jewish people, an affinity 
forced b y  a comparable quest for a 
territorial patrimony, an au- 
tonomous state, and a unique cul- 
ture. Latter-day Saints recognize 
the enduring debt owed to Israel's 
historical, covenantal heritage. 
Without it there could have been 
n o  "restoration of all things," n o  
temples, n o  community, n o  abiding 
quest for Zion o n  this earth (213). 

N o t  only so, but Islam, Judaism, and 
Mormonism share the conviction that the 
Bible as we know it, O l d  and New 

Testaments, forms a flawed o r  imperfect 
revelation, requiring a further, perfect 
revelation in the Quran (for Islam), the 
excision of the New Testament and the 
inclusion o f  the Oral Torah (Judaism), and 
the provision o f  the Book o f  Mormon and 
other revealed writings o f  provenience. 
The points of comparability and 
commensurate character prove not  only 
mythic o r  political bu t  substantive in a 
structural, religious framework as well. 

That is all the more reason to deplore the 
predominance o f  the other theory of Israel, 
not  the theory o f  Smith, Young, and Hyde. 
Whether o r  not  Roseanne BarrS widely circu- 
lated memoir o f  growing up Jewish in 
Mormon, anti-Semitic Salt Lake City accords 
w i th  h o w  things were o r  are, Jews 
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throughout the country find themselves be- 
sieged by Mormon missionaries, who persist 
in asking them to give up God's revelation in 
the Torah in favor of apostasy to another reli- 
gion. The offense unperceived, the imperti- 
nence unacknowledged, the insult to an 
ancient and vital faith most sincerely in- 
tended, the missionary message conflicts 
with the doctrines Epperson lays out with 
the authority of scholarship and the passion 
of faith. He writes with craft and care; he 
speaks with humility; in the framework of 
his subject and his sources, he has given us a 
small masterpiece. 

PERSONAL word may prove illu- 
minating. The first time I lectured 
at Brigham Young University, my 

topic, Pharisaism in the first century, spelled 
out in four academic lectures, interested only 
a few. The question periods after each lecture 
provided an exercise in practical missiology 
ior young Mormons. I was the designated 
candidate, they, the aggressive proselytizers, 
and the protracted question periods, for four 
successive days, concerned only, what does a 
Jew say to this argument? and how can we 
devise a compelling answer to that negative 
response? In the end I wondered why my 
hosts had gone to so much trouble to bring 
me to undergo so sustained and demeaning a 
public roast. I left with the impression that all 
the Mormons wanted to know about the 
Jews was why we were not Mormons. When 
the Mormons sought permission to build 
their center in Jerusalem, I therefore took 
note, in the Jerusalem Post, that they have 
written a long record of persistent missions 
to Israel, the Jewish people, marked by an 
utter absence of regard for our religion, the 
Torah. 

But God does not leave us standing still. 
People change, and God changes us. So I 
hasten to add that subsequent visits to Provo 
have proved far more productive, with the tra- 
dition here expounded by Epperson coming 
to the surface, and the possibility of a genuine 
religious dialogue among people who share a 
single reading of religon and a common 
reading of what scripture has delivered to us, 
but also what scripture has left for other writ- 
ings to hand on as well. Epperson's definitive 
work, both the historical and the theological 
chapters, lays sturdy foundations for the con- 
struction of a two-way street, one that both re- 
ligious communities, each a pilgrim people, 
stubborn in its faith, eternal in its quest to 
serve and love God with and through intelli- 
gence (which is God's glory), may share as 
they trek toward that common goal that 
Israelite prophecy has defined for us all. 

ONE BRAVE AND 
BEAUTIFUL VOICE 

CRAZY FOR LMNG 
by Linda Sillitoe 

Signature Books, 1993 
56 pages, $10.95 

Reviewed by Virginia Baker 

Sillitoe holds nothing back in this book; 
c , v - - -  

d she writes about lije, itsfabric coarse 
andfine and as wildly diverse as truth 

itself--which is, perhaps, why the 

sa.., s , L w s . ,  .-. whole cloth rings so true. 

I T'S A STRANGE predicament, when, in- 
stead of talking or listening, smiling or 
scowling, pleading or arguing or even 

weeping with one another, that we often 
have to open a book to share our deepest ex- 
periences and emotions. 

We are such private creatures. 
And it isn't only in Happy Valley that we 

shut off ourselves politely (and yet brutally) 
from one another. Wherever fragile human 
creatures dwell, we wear our varied. ar- 
mors-spiritual and emotional, social and 
sometimes even physical-to guard against 
the simple, necessary act of being touched, of 
being changed in any way by a voice and a 
vision different from our own. 

Thank God, then, for artists-poets and 
musicians and painters and writers and all 
the rest of heaven's candor-crazed judges and 
jesters-who take great pains (and often 
great risks) to point out where we are dif- 

VJRGlNL4 BAKER (GBaker@Folio.com) holds 
an MA in English from BW and has published 
poetry and short stories. She is a marketing com- 
munications managerfor Folio Corporation and 
lives in Provo, Utah. 

ferent and, more important, where we are 
not. 

Linda Sillitoe's Crazy for Living succeeds 
best at exactly this. Speaking with a voice 
that runs over a broad emotional landscape 
(from lullabies to the keening of true sorrow; 
from sophisticated intelligence to a childlike 
wisdom that cuts utterly and even blood- 
lessly with its clarity), Sillitoe strips us en- 
tirely of past doctrine, dogma, culture, and 
societies-and touches us not as citizens or 
members or even brothers and sisters, but as 
human beings. 

There is no holding back in this book. 
She could not touch us this way if she held 
anything back. What Sillitoe writes about is 
life, its fabric coarse and fine and as wildly 
diverse as truth itself-which is, perhaps, 
why the whole cloth rings so true. 

In one volume, Sillitoe roams in singular 
journeys ranging from simple descriptions of 
the native Utah landscape to the spiritual 
heart of a reluctant heretic. She comes home 
as lover and mother, to bear children and 
dreams and to miscarry both. She reads 
prophecies on the face of the moon and is 
chosen by the eagle. She pays her "respects 
by saying what's true / in love and anger." and 
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even confronts the ghost (and the sins) of a 
killer. 

It is heady music. Even when the tones 
pass into discord and show us the inevitable 
ugliness hidden under the veneer of our 
steady, beautiful world, this music heals. 
Sillitoe's strength lies in showing us the simi- 
larities in all that is dissimilar-where our 
simple, common humanity is our one con- 
stant gift. 

Certain passages stun the senses and the 
mind, and, quite often, the spirit. Consider 
these stanzas: 

nor could you approach 
this land unrecognized: here 

a sane man lives by his heart. 
a crazy man lives in his head. 

(from "Killer") 

I tell you this, my loud and little daughter, 
you have now all there is: familiar dark, 
a blanket's wings without, warm milk 

within, 
balanced with your head in my hand's 

cup . . . 
(from "A Lullaby in the New Yearn) 

what in my bones knit you 
within me still weaves magic. 

sleep now. here is the sign 
more ancient than memory 
here is the turn of the tide. 

(from "Charm for a Sick Child") 

. . . talking we do violence, our conversation 
leaves 

us blue with shock. . . . 
once we all invented rules for each other. 
now we huddle and circle. we fly as if 

unaware 
that an explosion coils in every flower's 

heart. 
("crazy for living") 

Whatever the subject, C r a g  for Living is 
entirely honest, sparing nothing--especially 
the author herself. So many of us have lived 
a half-life for so long, inadvertently or selec- 
tively, that it is doubly good to sit in private 
with these pieces-to laugh and cry, question 
and ache, bum with anger and tremble with 
fear, to kiss a child and cherish or lose a love: 

in a word, to live. 
C r a g f o r  Living lives and breathes life on 

its own--and then invites us to the dance. 
Any reader who opens the cover and turns 
the pages cannot help but find the rhythm 
and the steps there irresistible to follow. In 
every case, this book plays us like the fine 
and varied instruments we have somehow 
forgotten we are. And though most of us will 
never have met the author face-to-face, she 
peers over every page: laughingcrying, com- 
fortingangry, foolish/wise-and always 
pointing back out at us as every rich line un- 

folds. It's the kind of thing we wish we could 
hear over the pulpit during testimony meet- 
ings, but somehow never do-and fear we 
someday might. 

It goes beyond our social veneers. That is 
its strength. Its beauty lies in Sillitoek voice, 
which is rich, powerful, and gives utterly, 
holding nothing back. In those heavy hours 
when we find we cannot, of ourselves, share 
or even admit to weakness and fear, hope 
and desire-this is the book to read, where 
one brave voice does it for us. V 

WOUNDED JESUS 
Count. One hundred ten coal cars 
Rumbling down Monashee Pass, 
Flattening Mercury in silver. This 

Was in the days I believed talismans 
Could set right even a crippled horse; 
A dime then was a precious waste 
But Jesus was my friend, an old Waler 
My father bought for twenty dollars 
Because back then not all fathers were 
Heartless-mine never laid a hand on me 

Except to shake me once, more in fear 
For his son than anger when I triggered 

My twelve gauge crossing a fence and 

Blew the bill from my cap. 
I flattened twelve dimes on that Monashee 
Line and stitched them into Jesus' bridle 
Because there were twelve apostles 
and I believed numbers then could set 
Right even a crippled horse. 
Oh, I didn't rely completely on magic- 

I could shoe; I'd pound them out light, 

Drill the holes for calks where I thought 

The heels over-reached the bulbs but Jesus 
Got worse so I tried jumping clips which meant 
I was hotshoeing all the time. My father never 
Once talked me down for spending so much time, 
Money and craftsmanship on this twenty dollar 
Horse but when the time finally come I let 
Jesus eat a basket of soft, sweet apples. 
Then I let my father walk him down to the river. 
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ARTS 
Utah, State of the Arts. Ed. Trudy 

McMumn; "written by an assembly of 
experts." Meridian International, oversize 
hb, 232 pages, $49.95. 

In fifteen topical chapters. S t  has been our privi- 
lege to capture in print the state of the fine arts in 
Utah." 

BIOGRAPHY 
Autobiographies of Mormon Pioneer 

Women (vols. 1 & 2). Comp. Ogden 
Kraut. Pioneer Press, pb, 117 & 121 
pages, $4.00 each. 

Sarah Studevant Leavitt, Mary Brown Pulsipher, 
Mary Adeline Bernan Noble, Martha Pane Jones 
Thomas, and Eliza Dana Gibbs; Nancy Alexander 
Tracy, Eliza Partridge Smith Lyman. Emily Partridge 
Smith Young, and Mary A. Phelps Rich. 

Differing Visions: Dissenters In Mor- 
mon History. Ed. Roger D. Launius and 
Linda Thatcher; foreword by Leonard J. 
Amngton. University of Illinois Press, 
hb, 402 pages, $32.50. 

"Little-known information" about nineteen digi- 
dents, ranging from David Whitmer to Sonia 
Johnson. 

Leading the Charge: Orrin Hatch and 
20 Years of America. Lee Roderick. 
Gold Leaf Press, hb, 447 pages, $23.00. 

A biography of a Mormon senator and "a com- 
pelling look at twenty yean of American political 
history and [its] pivotal decisions." 

A Mormon Rebel: The Life and Trav- 
els of Frederick Gardiner. Ed. Hugh 
Gamer. University of Utah Tanner Trust 
Fund, hb, 164 pages, $21.95. 

Experiences o f a  cierk and physician; includes 
Brigham Young, the Utah Army, the Mountain Mead- 
ows Massacre, and England. 

William Law: Biographical Essay, 
Nauvoo Diary, Correspondence, 
Interview. Lyndon W Cook. Grandin 
Book, hb, 164 pages, $16.95. 

This counselor to Joseph Smith is "illuminated in 
a profoundly thoughtful and original essay . . . fol- 
lowed by documents." 

CHRISTIAN LIVING 
A Day at a Time: A Woman's Look at 

Perfection. Beppie Hamson. Bookcraft, 
hb, 101 pages, $9.95. 

For IDS women who feel they fall short in their 

Women in the Covenant of Grace: 
Talks Selected from the 1993 
Women's Conference .... Ed. Dawn 
Hall Anderson and Susette Fletcher 
Green. Deseret Book, hb, 280 pages, 
$14.95. 

'Brings together some of the finest of those talks 
. . . pertinent to women's concerns in the latter days." 

HISTORY 
The Angel and the Beehive: The Mor- 

mon Struggle with Assimilation. 
Armand L. Mauss. University of Illinois 
Press, hb, 257 pages, $29.95. 

Traces 'an increasing reaction of the Mormons 
against their own successful assimilation" through 
selected topics. 

Forglng History: The Detection of 
Fake Letters and Documents. Ken- 
neth W Rendell. University of Oklahoma 
Press, oversize hb, 171 pages, $24.95. 

A victim of Mark Hofmann-ne of 'the cen- 
tury's two most important forgers"discusses Hof- 
mann and others and their work. 

Historical Dictionary of Mormonism. 
Davis Bitton. Scarecrow Press, hb, 339 
pages, $39.50. 

"Mormonism's religious precepts and practices, 
its social. economic, and cultural activities [from] the 
past and the present." 

in Their Own Words: Women and the 
Story of Nauvoo. Carol Cornwall Mad- 
sen. Deseret Book, hb, 266 pages, 
$14.95. 

General and specific introductions are pmvided 
for these selections from diaries, letters. and reminis- 
cences. 

Trailing the Pioneers: A Guide to 
Utah's Emigrant Trails, 1829-1869. 
Ed. Peter H. DeLafosse. Utah State Uni- 
versity Press, with Utah Crossroads, Ore- 
gon-California Trails Association, pb, 126 
pages, $9.95. 

"Combines many years of research and field 
study by some of the foremost authorities on . . . 
Utah's historic routes of exploration, trade, and emi- 
gration." 

SCRIPTURE 
Allegory of the Olive Tree. Ed. Stephen 

D. Ricks and John W. Welch. F!A.R.M.S, 
hb. 624 pages. $28.95. 

h v i d e s  "answers to many questions about the 
olive in religious symbolism and about the allegory" 
in Jacob 5. 

Miracles and Blessings: Old Testa- 
ment Stories with Present-Day Par- 
allels. W Jeffrey Marsh and Ron R. 
Munns. Bookcraft, hb, 132 pages, $9.95. 

Matches biblical and modem messages to show 
'how God helps and blesses hi people in similar 
ways throughout the ages." 

Thy People Shall Be My People and 
Thy God My God: The 22nd Annual 
Sidney B. Sperry Symposium. Ed. 
Paul Y. Hoskisson. Deseret Book, hb, 198 
pages, $15.95. 

Speakers on the Old Testament "confirm again 
that it is both exciting and entirely relevant to our 
modem world." 

THEOLOGY 
The Coming of the Holy One of Israel. 

By Craig L. Tholson. Publishment, hb, 
269 pages, $30.00. 

'How will we recognize the Lord's latter-day 
servant and what will be the signs of his coming?" 

Religion, Femlnism, and Freedom of 
Conscience: A Mormon/Humanlst 
Dialogue. Ed. George D. Smith. 
Prometheus Books, hb, 220 pages, 
$23.00; Signature Books, pb, 162 pages, 
$14.95. 

About "the present conflict in the Mormon com- 
munity regardng academics and feminists" and re- 
lated issues. 

The Truth, The Way, The Life: An Ele- 
mentary Treatise on Theology. B. H. 
Roberts, in two hb editions: 

Ed. Stan Larson; forewords by Thorn 
D. Roberts and Leonard J. Amngton; in- 
troductions by Sterling M. McMumn and 
Erich Robert Paul. Smith Research Asso- 
ciates, 59+730 pages, $28.95. 

Ed. John W Welch; introductory 
chapters by Davis Bitton, Gary Layne 
Hatch, Doris R. Dant, Truman G. Mad- 
sen, David L. Paulsen, William E. Even- 
son, William J. Hamblin, David Rolph 
Seely, Andrew C. Skinner, Richard C. 
Roberts, Michael D. Rhodes, and James B. 
Allen. BYU Studies, 207+607 pages, 
$25.95. 

Roberts's theology, comprehensively explicated 
near the close of hi life. 

Words for Women: Promises of 
Prophets. Ed. Barbara B. Smith and 
Shirley W Thomas. Bookcraft, hb, 133 
pages, $10.95. 

"Brings together many of the choice and timeless 
expressions from general authorities' talks given to 
the Relief Society" 
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