
S U N S T O N E  

Like Emma, it is the litter that gets to me most. 

EMMA, YOU WERE SO RIGHT 

S OME SAY EMMA SMITH PROVOKED JOSEPH TO 
receive the revelation of the Word of Wisdom because 
she hated tobacco juice stains on her floor. If she only 

knew. . . 
Yesterday was a jogging day To ease the pain I counted litter 

as I ran. Most of the trash seemed vice-related. Ignoring am- 
biguous items, such as generic Top Stop cups that could have 
contained either Coke or Sprite, I found 110 items related to 
smoking, drinking, chewing tobacco, or caffeine, but just 35 
from all other sources. The most common by far were beer 
cans or cartons. Even without counting the caffeine items, 
most trash would keep one out of the temple. 

Why of all the things that could be thrown away did those 
prohibited by the Word of Wisdom dominate? Do people litter 
more readily when drunk? Well, let them throw beer cans on 
somewhere other than on my jogging road. Maybe littering has 
to do with guilt and detection, like people who jettison co- 
caine from a small plane. Or like Adam and Eve hiding from 
God in the garden. 

Word of Wisdom litter causes problems other than the aes- 
thetic ones. The Tobacco Almanac says one tree is used to dry 
the tobacco of every 300 cigarettes made. That means one of 
every eight trees felled in the world is for tobacco growing or 
curing! It takes ten acres of trees for every acre of tobacco farm. 
A typical smoker destroys one tree every other week to sup- 
port the habit. 

But, like Emma, it is the litter that gets to me most. There 
are about six billion cigarettes sold every year. Six billion butts 
means thirty-one million cubic feet of litter. If you put them all 
together, they would cover Temple Square to a depth of 70 
feet. Actually I wish they were all in one place instead of every 
beach, park, and road (but not Temple Square). 

Emma, where are you when we really need you? 
-KIM BAEMAN 

CLIFFHANGING ETHICS 

I WENT TO THE CHURCH'S NEW FILM, LEGACY, 
wanting an hour of escape, but left pondering one of 
journalism's most enduring debates: should the recorder 

of an event ever physically interfere with it? (Some say it's un- 
ethical for an observer, like a journalist or anthropologist, not 
to try to save a life or mitigate suffering; others say it's just as 
unethical to change an event's course.) 

Legacy beautifully chronicles the life of a pioneer family 
from conversion and baptism in Kirtland to Haun's Mill, 
Nauvoo, and, finally, Utah. In one scene, based on the 1846 
trek across Iowa, torrential rains cause a covered wagon to lose 
ground and plummet into a gorge. The music swells; pioneer 
women scream; veins in the oxen's necks bulge; panicked men 
rush to save the wagon. Meanwhile, the camera careens wildly, 
catching all. The last Saint is dramatically pulled from the 
wagon as it sinks into the muddy flooded ravine. It's all "very 
Spielberg"-realistic, well acted, great special effects. You can't 
help but feel for the family and the other pioneers; they look 
frightened and in pain-maybe because they were. 

It's common knowledge in Salt Lake that this riveting 
scene-filmed in one spectacular take-did not go as 
scripted. The embankment was not as solid as anticipated; the 
wagon was unruly and nearly impossible to steer. The wide- 
eyed, screaming actors really were scared-production had 
lost control, and the family really was in danger. Now, if this 
had been a real news event, the crew would have simply docu- 
mented the ordeal of these heroic "pioneers." But, come on, 
these guys are a bunch of filmmakers. Don't tell me they have 
to stand around protecting their professional integrity while a 
bunch of actors claw their way out of a ravine. Where were the 
lighting technicians, the grips, the best boys? Did they all de- 
cide to chronicling the debacle was more important than help- 
ing to avoid injury? 

Okay so none of that clarifies any major ethical questions. 
But at least it makes a great scene. 

-BRIAN KAGEL 
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S U N S T O N E  

B O O K  O F  M O R M O N  M U S I N G S  

LOST IN SHAZER 

And it came to pass that we [Lehi's group] traveled for 
the space of four days, nearly a south-southeast direc- 
tion, and we did pitch our tents again; and we did call 
the name of the place Shazer. (1 Ne. 16: 13.) 

w OMEN ALWAYS COMPLAIN THAT WHEN MEN 
are lost, they will not stop to ask for directions. 
Perhaps that explains why the Israelites wandered 

in the wilderness for forty years, in addition to any curse for 
their disobedience with golden calves. 

Even though Lehi may have been a caravaneer and may 
have known his way around the ancient frankincense trails to 
Bountiful, it is possible that he, too, from time to time, got lost. 
(See Hugh Nibley's Lehi in the Desert.) Perhaps that explains 
why he needed the Liahoha in the first place, to straighten him 
out when he got lost-and so he wouldn't have to ask anyone 
for directions. 

Some locations along the trail to Bountiful, such as the val- 
ley of Lemuel, were named by Lehi's group. Other place names 
appear to have been known beforehand or learned from local 
residents. A footnote in the latest edition of the Book of 
Mormon indicates that possible meanings for the place name 
"Shazer"-a name given a location by Lehi's group-might be 
"twisting or intertwining." A fair reading of this passage sug- 
gests that the terrain and topography of this location were par- 
ticularly twisting and turning and therefore difficult to travel 
with a caravan. 

An imaginative reading, however, suggests that the twisting 
and turning had less to do with terrain and more to do with 
male stubbornness in admitting the twisting and turning prob- 

P E C U L I A R  P E O P L E  

TREND IN WS MARITAL DISRUPTION 

THIS GRAPH EXAMINES the trend in marital separation 
and divorce. The percentage of adults who report they are 

Every time I make a mistake, she brings up Shazer! 
ably involved in losing one's way. This misdirection is even 
more interesting in light of the recent acquisition of the 
Liahona by the Lehite band: perhaps, without an instruction 
manual, it took the small group of travelers some time to get 
the Liahona to function properly, regardless of their ample 
faith. Maybe "Shazer" was a name coined by a sarcastic Sariah. 
After all, she had harsh words for Lehi early on in their jour- 
ney, complaining that he was "a visionary man," and blaming 
him for the presumed loss of her sons. (1 Ne. 5:l-5.) Her re- 
mark about "Shazer" may have caused a continual sore spot in 
their relationship. I can imagine Lehi saylng in his mind: "Here 
she goes again. Every time I make a mistake, she brings up 
Shazer!" 

Or perhaps the memory of the place and the recalling of its 
name became an inside joke enjoyed by Lehi and Sariah, or at 
least enjoyed by the children and Sariah, if not Lehi, although 
Nephi doesn't seem to be the type to tell inside jokes. 

When 1 look at a map, I often think of Shazer and its possi- 
bilities. My wife wishes I'd ask for directions. 

-EDGAR C. SNOW JR. 

divorced or separated has increased substantially over the 
last twenty years. This increase is lowest for LDs men and 
greatest for LDS women. The difference in male and female 
percentages may be due to several factors, including 
(1) higher rates of remamage among LDS men, (2) higher 
rates of conversion among divorced women, and (3) higher 
divorce rates in interfaith marriages with an LDS wife. 
Trends imply that divorce and separation are becoming al- 
most as common among LDS women as among women na- 
tionally. LDS men, however, continue to have lower rates of 
marital disruption. 

Data are taken from the General Social Survey conducted 
by the National Opinion Research Center at the University 
of Chicago. In most years since 1972, approximately 1,500 
randomly selected adults are interviewed. Caution must be 
used in interpreting the data on Mormons, because sample 
sizes are small (224 LDS females and 171 LDS males). In or- 
der to eliminate year-to-year fluctuation created by small 
samples, a regression line has been fit to show the linear 
trend over a twenty-year period. 
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S U N S T O N E  

T W E N T Y  Y E A R S  A G O  

THOUGHTFUL DISCIPLES scarcely begun. The Prophet planted the germ- 
truths of the great dispensation of the fullness nf 
times. The watering and weeding is going on, and 
God is giving the increase, and will give it more 
abundantly in the future as more intelligent disci- 
pleship shall obtain. The disciples of 'Mominism,' 
growing discontented with the necessarily primi- 
tive methods which have hitherto prevailed in sus- 
taining the doctrine, will yet take profounder and 
broader views of the great doctrines committed to 
the Church; and, departing from mere repetition, 
will cast them in new formulas; cooperating in the 
works of the spirit, until they help to give to the 
truths received a more forceful expression, and 
carry it beyond the earlier and cruder stages of its 
development. 

TWENTY YEARS ago, in his editorial in the k t  issue of 
SUNSTONE, founding editor Scott Kenney exhorted Latter-day 
Saints to be "true to the faith that their fathers have cherished," 
and "to bear witnesses worthy of a living faith that is both in- 
tellectually rigorous and spiritually discerning." He built his 
editorial around this famous quote by B. H. Roberts: 

[We need] thoughtful disciples who will not be con- 
tent with merely repeating some of its truths, but will 
develop its truths; and enlarge it by that development. 
Not half-not one-hundredth part-not a thou- 
sandth part of that which Joseph Smith revealed to 
the Church has yet been unfolded, either to the 
Church or the world. The work of the expounder has 
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