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R E A D E R S '  F O R U M  

ALL IN FAVOR 

EFERENCE WAS MADE to the October R 1843 conference in which Church mem- 
bers sustained Sidney Rigdon as counselor to 
the Prophet Joseph despite Joseph's heavy 
criticism of him ("Dilemmas of Feminists and 
Intellectuals in the Contemporary Church 
by D. Michael Quinn. SUNSTONE June 1994; 
"Die Hard Tales" by Samuel W. Taylor. SUN- 
STONE, Apr. 1995). I'd like to add a bit, 
though it may seem pedantic. 

Sam Taylor cites Wilford Woodruff as a 
source of information about the event, but at 
the time of the conference, Wilford was on a 
trip to the East lasting about four months, 
doing missionary work and visiting relatives. 

Richard Van Wagoner's biography Sidney 
Rigdon: A Pol-trait of Religious Excess quotes 
the same report in the Times and Seasons that 
Sam Taylor refers to, but continues on with 
something about Sidney that is much less 
positive than the part Sam quoted: 

He Uosephl expressed hntire willing- 
ness to have Sidney Rigdon retain his 
station. provided he would magnify 
his office, and walk and conduct him- 
sell in all honesty, righteousness, and 
integrity; but signified his lack of con- 
fidence in his integrity and steadfast- 
ness, judging from their past 
intercourse. (324) 

Van Wagoner notes that Joseph's state- 
ment that he had thrown Sidney off his 
shoulders was not in the original minutes of 
the meeting. The oflicial Church history itself 
(6:49) notes that the language appeared as a 
footnote in the manuscript history, but Van 
Wagoner posits that the words are based on 
someone's later memory of what was said, 
remembered in a self-serving way to rein- 
force the Twelve's position in light of their 
later confrontation with President Rigdon. 

That may be so, but the reminiscences of 
several witnesses are consistent. The histori- 
cal documents that are now so readily avail- 
able in the Infobase LDS Lib~nry give six 
autobiographical writings that refer to the 
"trial" of S~dney Rigdon for his place in the 
Presidency. All are reminiscences after the ' 
Twelve's success in the succession crisis, but 
they are strikingly alike: 

\?'illiam Watkins: "[Sidney] has been sus- 
tained as Joseph's counselor by the people, 
although contrary to the Prophet's wish for 
some time past. . . ." 

Joseph Fielding: 'yoseph had not looked 
upon Rigdon as his counsellor lor a long 

time, yet as the Church with Brother Hyrum 
seemed willing to continue with him in that 
office, he was not openly dismissed there- 
from. Joseph said he had carried him until he 
was [sick] of it." 

Mosiah Hancock: "1 had seen the Prophet 
proclaim . . . 'I have carried Sidney Rigdon 
long enough-I now throw him from my 
shoulders. If my brother Hymm wishes to 
pick him up and carry him, he may-I cany 
him no longer.' " 

William Hyde: "[Oln one occasion 1 heard 
Joseph Smith say t h ~  he had carried Elder 
~ i g d o n  on his back long enough and then 
turning to the Twelve he said that if they did 
not help him at that time in shaking him off, 
the time would cnme when they would have 
to do it, and that without his. Joseph's assis- 
tance." 

George Laub: "Joseph told us he did not 
want him for his councilor anymore. That if 
the people put him there they might, but he 
said I will shake him off (and shook hands on 
them words with Rigdon). And so the voice of 
the people put him in again through the 
mercy plead by brother Hyrum Smith. . . . 
IHel declared he would have him no more for . . 
his councilor. If the people wants him there 
they may put him there but I will not have 
him anv more. I will shake him off. And after 
Rigdon had made a few more remarks he said, 
if President Smith will have me no longer for 
his spokesman I will give him the parting 
hand of friendship and he wept upon which 
President Smith arose up immediately and 
gave him the parting hand, thus he shook him 
off from that time as I was present on that day. 
But the people having mercy upon him after 
Hyrum Smith plead for mercy for him and the 
voice of the people was in his favor . . ." 

Wandle Mace: "Joseph Smith arose and 
said he was dissatisfied with Elder Sidney 
Rigdon as a counselor. . .Joseph stated 'that 

he did not wish to retain him in that 
station unless those difficulties could be re- 
moved, but desired his salvation, and ex- 
pressed his willingness that he (Sidney) 
should retain a place among the saints.' . . . 
Hyrum and others used their influence to 
have Sidney retain his position. . . . Joseph 
said he was willing Elder Sidney Rigdon 
should retain his station, provided, 'he 
would magnify his office, and conduct him- 
self in all honesty, righteousness and integ- 
rity,' but said he, 'I have no confidence in him 
judging from the past, and if you do not cast 
him off now; the time will come when you 
will wish you had have done it.' Although 

DECEMBER 1995 PAGE 2 



Joseph talked thus plainly about the future, a 
motion was made by Elder William Marks, 
and seconded by Hyrum to retain Sidney as 
a counsellor to the First Presidency, and the 
conference sanctioned it by their vote. 

Fielding wrote his account while in Nau- 
voo, only a few months after the incident. 
Only Mace shows reliance on other sources 
than memory. He has obviously gone back to 
the reports of the conference for his quotes. 

Of course, Quinn's point was that the 
congregation overrode the prophet's wishes 
while Taylor suggests they only took him at 
his word when he said he would accept Sid- 
ney if "these difficulties could be removed." 

It appears that the people were persuaded 
by Hyrum and others to give Sidney another 
chance, and Joseph did leave them a loop- 
hole by making his rejection conditional and 
not flatly refusing to have Sidney. His strong- 
est negative statement may have been made 
emotionally after the vote was cast. 

In any event, Quinn's general point seems 
true; there was a much greater feeling of 
independence in congregational voting in 
that day Some disagreements not acceptable 
today might well have been possible in the 
time of Joseph Smith. But one should also 
bear in mind that many excommunications 
from that era would likely not happen today. 

EDWARD L. KIMBALL 
Provo, UT 

PICTURING THE PROPHET 

T HANK YOU for noting our efforts to 
authenticate a possible photographic im- 

age of Joseph Smith Jr. ("RLDSArchi~ist May 
Have Fourrd Joseph Smith Photo," SUN- 
STONE, Apr. 1995). The Associated Press 
wire story you cited originated from a pres- 
entation at Brigham Young University, which, 
despite several significant factual errors, was 
a fair news eport. To provide RLDS members 
more detailed information, we prepared an 
article for the Saint's Herald (Dec. 1994). 

Unfortunately, your notice incorporated 
substantive errors from the AP story, even 
though the Her-ald article, which you also 
used, is quite clear on these points. The AP 
incorrectly stated that I am 85-90 percent 
sure that the photo is of Smith. What I did do 
was reference a report we commissioned by 
Kent Dixon, a forensic photographic com- 
parison expert. Comparing known images 
from the death mask of Joseph Smith Jr. with 
the questioned image, Dixon round a num- 
ber of points of high correspondence. Dixon 
concludes, "the individual in the photograph 
(the questioned daguerreotype) is probably 
that of Joseph Smith Jr. (known death mask 
images) to a certitude of 85-90 percent." 

You also perpetuated the curious APinfer- 
ence that the RLDSchurch plans to somehow 
use Joseph's actual skull in the identification 

process. The BWpresentation referred to the 
use of information from photographs of 
Joseph's skull taken by C. Ed Miller during 
reinterment in 1928. Joseph's skull and re- 
mains are indeed in possession of the RLDS 
church, but securely buried in the Smith 
Family Cemetery in Nauvoo, Illinois, where 
they have been since 1928. 

Authentication efforts have been greatly 
facilitated through the cooperation of the 
scholarly community and access to historical 
resources. We have tried not to encourage 
hope until we possess persuasive and reliable 
evidence. A significant pan of our study re- 
mains unfinished; we await the results of a 
sophisticated computer comparison by Le- 
wis L. Sadler, biomedical visualization de- 
partment head at the University of Illinois in 
Chicago. Through the cooperative assistance 
of the LDS Church Historical Department, 
Sadler will compare the image from the da- 
guerreotype with known images of Joseph 
Smith, including his death mask, thought to 
be among the best documentable sources of 
information about Joseph's actual appear- 
ance. Sadler's computer can compare anthro- 
pometric ratios produced by the angles 
between lines drawn through known ana- 
tomical locations within each image. Though 
Sadler's system may not guarantee an abso- 
lute match, it can establish the presence of a 
high-level relationship. It can also demon- 

MORE MEMBERS OUTSIDE U.S.A. THAN INSIDE. 
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strate when there is no possibility of a facial 
match. 

When we know more, we will share the 
information with the scholarly community. 

RONALDE. ROMIG 
RLDS Church Archivist 

SWITCHED-ON MORONI 

A MEN" to Paul C. Pollei's "The Decline of 
Music in Mormon Culture" (SUNSTONE, 

Sept. 1992). As ward choir director for over 
twenty years, I'd like to add a few facets. 

Concerning pipe organs, in all of Austria 
with its rich musical heritage, a visitor could 
find only one in an LDS meetinghouse (Vi- 

enna's stake center). When our Vienna Third 
Ward was planning for our building, we were 
informed by European Church headquarters 
in Frankfurt. Germany, that the pipe organ 
we desired was not allowed, even if the ward 
paid 100 percent for it, which we had volun- 
teered to do. Ironically, the electronic organ 
favored by Frankfurt has an integrated 
rhythm and percussion section with drums, 
congas, etc-instruments not permitted in 
the chapel. I remember the bewilderment of 
the congregation and the inexperienced or- 
ganist's puzzled look one Sunday morning 
when the sacrament meeting's prelude 
started off with "um-cha um-cha-cha." It 
takes a skilled organist JO find some "rever- 

ence inspiring" registers. since many of them 
just squeal and squeak like mice or pigs. 

This putting electronic imitation over the 
original (which we also find in department 
store Muzak's rendering of, say, Beethoven 
and Mozart) reflects the Church's lack of real 
interest in the arts, and one in an easy-to- 
handle, but "spiritually uplifting" surrogate. 

A Mormon congregation is not at all al- 
lowed to follow the psalmist's admonition to 
praise the Lord with trumpets and cymbals. 
Should the Angel Moroni decide to visit any 
sacrament meeting, he would be well advised 
to switch to a flute. 

THEO PFARR 
Vienna, Austria 
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SPEAKING FOR GOD Iiefs, customs, and culture. For Matthew's Leaders in today's Church, on all levels, 

I GO ON RECORD with Janice Allred in 
saying that I, too, cannot find any evidence 

in the scriptures to support the kind of con- 
fidence in the Bret,hren and the organization 
of the Church that we are encouraged to have 
("Mormon Feminist Disciplined," SUN- 
STONE, Apr. 1995). I did find some interest- 
ing passages to the contrary. President 
Gordon B. Minckley tells us that God will see 
to it that the Church will never be led astray. 
This notion does not fit with passages such as 
Ezekiel 14:l-11, Ezekiel 34 (a chapter spe- 
cifically describing the latter days), JST Mark 
9, D&C84:54-57, and others. 

About a year ago, Howard W Hunter said. 
"The only infallible beacon for safety on the 
shore is Jesus Christ." To focus ourselves 
or to center our trust anywhere else is to 
practice a form of idolatry. Brother Hinckley, 
in his choice of words, shifts our attention 
and trust from the Savior to the president of 
the Church. It may have been innocent, but 
he advocated this form of idolatry. 

We are failing to "remember the new 
covenant" (D&C 84:57), explained in Jere- 
miah 31:31-34 where the Lord becomes our 
God and we become his people. When 
Moses plainly taught and diligently sought to 
bring the children of Israel to behold the face 
of God and become his people, they were 
fearful and hardened their hearts. They es- 
sentially said, "Oh no, Moses, we don't want 
to see the face of God. You go. You talk to 
him. Then come back, and tell us what he 
says." This, we are told, provoked the Lord to 
anger, and in his wrath he swore that under 
these circumstances they would not enter 
into his rest and receive of his fullness. 

Is this reaction of ancient Israel signifi- 
cantly different from the response of modem 
Israel when we hang on every utterance of the 
Brethren rather than seek to hear the "words 
of Christ that tell us all things what we should 
do?" (2 Ne. 32). If placing a prophet between 
us and God was an offense to God in Moses' 
day, is it any less of one today? 

LYDIA BROMFIELD 
Rcxburg, ID 

WHEAT AND TARES 

T HE EXCOMMUNICATIONS, culminat- 
ing in Janice Allred's, have brought to 

mind the parable of the wheat and the tares 
(Matt.13:24-30. 36-43). This parable, lo- 
cated in a chapter of parables dealing with 
the kingdom of heaven (the early Church), 
details how the leaders of the Church were to 
handle those who differed from them in be- 

community of mixed Jews and Gentiles 
(Greeks), this was particularly important 
since diverse theological beliefs existed. For 
this reason, Jesus cautioned the early Church 
leaders through this parable against judging 
others, admonishing them instead to let mat- 
ters rest in the hands of Christ, the Judge. 

Two dangers existed then, as now, in "gath- 
ering up" those perceived as being offending 
members. First, Church leaders might ex- 
communicate a member that they perceive to 
be embracing and teaching false doctrine, but 
who in fact was espousing the truth. Thus, 
leaders, in their ignorance, might expel a be- 
lieving Saint based on false perceptions and 
prejudices (Luke 6:37-39). The second dan- 
ger lay in destroyng the faith of those mem- 
bers closely rooted to the offending member, 
resulting in the destruction not only of the 
offending members. but also those syrnpa- 
thetic to their cause. This would result in 
contention and offense, feelings diametrically 
opposed to the spirit of Christ's gospel. Mem- 
bership in Christ's church was based, there- 
fore, not on acceptance of a theological 
dogma established by the governing apostles, 
but rather on a belief in Jesus (Mark 16:15- 
18). Jesus rebuked his disciples for judging 
others. "Forbid him not: . . . for he that is not 
against us is on our part." (Mark 9:39-40). 

would do well to .learn the lessons of the 
ancient Church and accept the teachings of 
Christ's parables: "Let them both grow to- 
gether until the harvest: and in the time of 
harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye 
together first 'the tares, and bind them in 
bundles to bum them: but gather the wheat 
into the bam" (Matt. 13:30). Rather than 
excommunicating faithful, believing mem- 
bers, let's work on tolerance and love towards 
our brothers and sisters in the faith of Christ. 

BRIAN H. STUY 
Woodland Hills. UT 

THE PAINFUL TRUTH 

I HAVE ALWAYS had a hard time with Paul's 
preaching. For example: "And through thy 

knowledge shall the weak brother perish for 
whom Christ died? But when ye sin so 
against the brethren, and wound theit weak 
conscience, ye sin against Christ." (1 Cor. 
8:ll-12.) I would hold my peace and let 
things slide, but I never really understood the 
why behind holding back what I thought was 
the truth. How could the truth hurt anyone 
or be improper? I t never connected for me. 

That is, until I read Kathleen Flake's essay 
("Rendering to the Corporation: A Personal 
Ecclesiology," SUNSTONE, Dec. 1994). It well 

"Hey, it's a messagefrom The Church ofJesus Christ 
ofht ter-day Saints-the Mormons!" 
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counter-balanced the article in the preceed- given to ungrateful friends or family. the re- plain that it isn't the right flavor. 
Ing issue about the Brandeis scholar getting sponse isn't quite that bad. But in the debate If the refreshments or even the main 
into trouble for telliy his ideas about the over women and the priesthood, it is often course at a host's dinner does not consist of 
Book of Mormon ("The David I? Wright Ex- close to tllat from women. After complaining our favorite foods, we graciously make do 
communication Documents, SUNSTONE that men are selfishly keeping the priesthood and appreciate the company and their desire 
Sept. 1994). First, a story with the theme to themselves, when some men say, "Have it," to share with us. If n gift isn't exactly what 
"But how could I be harming anyone?" fol- som? women complain that the priesthood is we've been hoping for, we can (exlchange it 
lowed by an essay explaining it. too "male" in its function, its hierarchy, its qiijrlly after receiving it, rather than insulting 

Reading Flake's es;.~y, 1 was caught with a idealogy, in everything, and it is an insult to the giver for not being able to read minds or 
profound sense of why we senre the adver- expect women to share in it. (See the three perform magic tricks on the <pot. Christ ac- 
sary when we engage in contention and Give and Take articles on female ordination ccptecl the widow's mite because it was all 
when we insist on publishing and promul- in the Aug. 1995 SUNSTONE) shc had to offer. Men can only give what they 
gating insights given lrom God to us lor our This puts men in a "damned if you do and have; to ridicule them in thc attempt leaves a 
o m  needs and understanding. 1 reconsid- damned if you don't" position and puts on very bad taste in my mouth, not my flavor. 
ered Alma 12:9: "lt is given unto many to men the entire responsibility to change cus- JOHNNY IOWNSEND 
know the mysteries of God; nevertheless they toms and values. This rather petulant atti- Nelv Ol-lcans, LA 
are laid under a strict command that they tude tires men from even wanting t; try If 
shall not impart only according to the por- nothing they do is ever good enough to sat- A QUOTABLE THEOLOGY 
tion of his word which he doth grant unto isfy women, they'll leave it entirely up to the 
the children of men. . . ." women to make what they want. Thus every- APPRECIATED Elben Peck's editorial on I STEPI-IEN R. MARSH one expects someone else to do the work; the religious classes taught at BW ("What's 

Wichita Falls, TX everyone complains that no one is doing it. a University For?" SUNSTONE, Aug. 1995). 
To use another nykward analogy, it makes As a student, I loved my religion classes, 1 

A GIFT HORSE me think of someone eating a piece of cake. loved how we read the scriptures and learned 
Another person nearby lonks hungrily on, how to interpret them through the enlight- 

H AVE YOU EVER spent hours searching and the first offers some ofthe cake. Then the ened teachings of latter-day prophets. 1 be- 
for the perfect gill, and when the recipi- Secorid one says, "This is chocolate. I want came proficient in how to harmonize and 

ent opens the package, he or she says, "Oh, coconut." The first guy is not really in a systematize scripture pascnges and prophetic 
thank you. \4'ell, it's not my color. If you were position to bake a whole new cake right on quotes to make one seamless gospel plan. 
really sensitive, you woultl have noticed. In the spot. Likewise, men have the priesthood. Hooray for the Restoration!. which macle 
fact, you got it so wrong that this gilt is really Women want priesthood. Men (some) ofler sense nf corrupted teachings. 
an insult." Usunlly, even whcn our gifts are women the priesthood. Women (some) com- Then I took a philosophy class where the 

professor had us write our own 
thought piece on a religinus topic. 1 
picked a doctrine, collected the np- 
propriate quotes ancl scriptures, ar- 
ranged them appropriately, typed it 
up, and turned it in. To my surprise, I 

~s so r  was given a C- because my pr .I- 
said it didn't have original thinking. 
He told me to cut down the quote 
collecting and to beef up my analytical 
thinking. It was then that I began to 
realize that the critical thinking de- 
manded by other disciplines is not 
desired by the religon department. 

MICHAEI-HENSON 
South Beach, I;L 

C. S. LEWIS 
SAYS IT ALL 

P ERMIT US tn share the follo~\!ing 
passage from C. 5. Lewis's l71e 

G~ent Divorce: 
"Do you really think there are no 

sins of intellect?" 
"There are indeed, Dick. There is 

hidebound prejudice, ancl intellectu~l 
tlishonesty, and timidity, and stagna- 
tion. But honest opinions fearlessly 
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followed-they are not sins." 
"I know we used to talk that way I did it 

too until the end of mv life when 1 became 
what you call narrow. It all turns on what are 
honest opinions." 

"Mine certainly were. They were not only 
honest but heroic. I asserted them fearlessly. 
When the doctrine of the Resurrection 
ceased to commend itself to the critical facul- 
ties which God had given me, I openly re- 
jected it. I preached my famous sermon. I 
defied the whole chapter. I took every risk." 

"What risk? What was at all likely to come 
of it except what actually came- popularity, 
sales for your books, invitations, and finally 
a bishopric!" 

"Dick, this is unworthy of you. What are 
you suggesting?" 

"Friend, I am not suggesting anything at 
all. You see. I know now. Let us be frank. Our 
opinions were not honestly come by. We 
simply found oupelves in contact with a 
certain current of ideas and plunged in be- 
cause it seemed modem and successful. At 
College, you know, we just started automat- 
ically writing the kind of essays that got good 
marks and saying the kind of things that won 
applause. When, in our whole lives, did we 
honestly face, in solitude, the one question 
on which it all turned: whether after all the 
Supernatural might not in fact occur? When 
did we put up a moment's resistance to the 
loss of our faith? . . . 

"Having allowed oneself to drift, unresist- 
ing, unpraying, accepting every half-con- 
scious solicitation from our desires, we 
reached a point where we no longer believed 
in Faith. Just in the same way, a jealous man, 
drifting and unresisting, reaches a point at 
which he believes lies about his best friend: a 
dninkard reaches a point at which (for the 
moment) he actually believes that another 
glass will do him no harm. The beliefs are 
sincere in the sense that they do occur as 
psychological events in the man's mind. If 
that's what you mean by sincerity they are 
sincere, and so were ours. But errors which 
are sincere in that sense are not innocent." 

MAURICE H. & ALICIAA. MCBRID 
Oakton, VA 

KILL THEM WITH SPIRIT 

I AM amazed by a common reaction to 
Eugene England's stand on pacifism as a 

viable Mormon response to warfare. Many 
people seem to believe that "praise God and 
pass the ammunition" is the only truly in- 
spired response to the violence and chaos of 
the latter days and that pacifism is nothing 
more than a quaint ideal held by stany-eyed 

dreamers. They have missed the point, given 
the following scriptural principles: 

1. While it is true that the Lord occasion- 
ally calls inspired military leaders to defend 
his people, many of the righteous perish in 
such conflicts-~f you live by the sword, you 
tend to die by the sword, even if you are 
righteous. 

Even when those military leaders went on 
campaigns where God gave them the 
strength to slaughter their enemies from 
dawn until dusk, they could never truly 
"win" because their enemies always returned 
in greater numbers, making them out- 
manned and frequently outgunned. Unbe- 
lievers grossly outnumber believers, and they 
excel at violence. 

2. The only time Church members are 
truly safe is when they become sanctified as 
a people and found Zion. When this hap- 
pens, pacifism is not only a viable but a 
preferable alternative, because conventional 
weapons become superfluous and obso- 
lete-through the powers of the priesthood, 
believers use the forces of nature to fight their 
battles, raising up or leveling mountains, di- 
verting rivers, causing earthquakes, etc. 
These powers are so overwhelming that the 
unrighteous become terrified and leave. 

3. Zion cannot be regarded as a mere 
ideal; the Lord will not protect us in our sins. 
As evidenced by early LDS history, the Lord's 
promises of uni\-ersal protection will not be 

honored by him if we do not fulfill our part 
of the bargain and become sanctified. If we 
become content with our current level of 
spiritual development and stop progressing, 
the Lord will allow all manner of persecution 
and tribulation to afflict his people, no mat- 
ter how well armed and prepared they pre- 
sume themselves to be. 

If your spirituality does not entitle you to 
the protection of the Lord, you are not safe, 
no matter how well armed you consider 
yourself to be, because this world is full of 
destructive forces, and without God's protec- 
tion, you are subject to them. 

I am not a pacifist. I would not hesitate to 
physically disable or kill with whatever 
weapons were available someone who at- 
tacked me or my family. However, the fact 
that I can physically defend myself gives me 
little comfort, and I am working towards the 
day when I will have the faith to handle 
threatening situations simply by raising my 
arm to the square and summoning the pow- 
ers of God to fight my battles, if so inspired. 

ROB PAGE 
Provo. UT 

A DDRESS LETTERS FOR PUBLICATION T O  
"READERS' FORUM" (FAX: 801/355-4043). 

WE EDIT LETTERS FOR CLARITY AND TONE AND 
CUT THEM FOR SPACE, DUPLICATION, AND VER- 
BOSITY. LETTERS ADDRESSED TO AUTHORS 
WILL BE FORWARDED, UNOPENED. TO THEM. 
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