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w E LATTER-DAY SAINTS, LIKE OTHER GROUPS 
of people, have our slogans and catchwords, ex- 
pressions that tersely and effectively state or sug- 

gest central thoughts in our philosophy of life. "The glory of 
God is intelligence," "We believe in eternal progress," "Mor- 
monism embraces all truth,"-such collocations of words are 
as familiar to us as Ave Marias and Pater Nosters are to those 
who use the rosary. 

But pithy and felicitous summaries of the basic ideas and 
ideals of a people are not benefits without alloy. The very ease 
with which they establish themselves in memory is not condu- 
cive to the study and meditation necessary to grasp the wisdom 
implicit in them. Through the easy acquisition of proverbs and 
verbal epitomes, even superficial people may seem to possess 
and carry with them the wisdom of the ages. They draw near to 
the truth with their lips though their minds may be far from it. 
There is accordingly danger that the first and underlying mean- 
ing of great utterances may be lost, though the original forms 
of expression endure. So it is that there is an ever recurring need 
that slogans and catchwords be revitalized. 

It should, therefore, not be regarded as impertinence for one 
to ask occasionally what we Latter-day Saints actually mean 
when we assert that Mormonism embraces all truth, or, indeed, 
what we mean by Mormonism itself. . . . 

But to accept a transcendent ideal and to enlist oneself in a 
glorious quest are relatively easy accomplishments. To keep the 
ideal in mind and to carry on the quest are not so easy It is easy 
for all of us to believe in the achievement of ultimate truths 
through eternal progress, but it is difficult for us to keep our 
minds open to progressive ideas and attitudes. It is easy to ask 
for an eternity in which to progress, but it is difficult to detect 
when our own progress ceases. It is easy to accept limitless time 
in which to learn, but it is difficult not to spend our days in 
futile reiterations of the little we already know. Inertia of mind 
and spirit is a disease that creeps upon its victims slowly and 
imperceptibly, and few of us are immune to it. Great ideals and 
great quests are meaningful only for ever-alert and openminded 
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workers, and for workers of dedicated and unwearying minds 
and spirits. 

It was with a consciousness of all of these things that Joseph 
Smith, in the formative days of the Church, explicitly and 
implicitly urged the need of the open, active, inquiring mind. 
He knew how readily religion ceases to be a courageous and 
inspiriting quest for truth and beauty, and deteriorates into a 
benumbing ecclesiasticism, a sterile formalism, and a stifling 
literalism-three treacherous rocks upon which all religious 

barks are liable to founder. So, through revelation, he exhorted 
his followers to teach one another, to seek wisdom in good 
books, to acquire learning by earnest study And when he gave 
to the world a brief summary of Mormon professions of faith 
he declared that, if there is anything virtuous, or lovely, or of 
good report, or praiseworthy, his followers seek after such 
things. They seek after such things. He did not say that they 
already possess all that is virtuous or lovely or of good report 
or praiseworthy, but only that they are in quest of such things. 

And certainly Joseph Smith did not intend to limit the quest 
as to time, place, or persons. In his vivid consciousness of a 
gospel message for the world he was not unmindful of the 
message of humanity to his people. He recognized that human- 
ity is old in the earth. He knew that in all ages and among all 
people God has been working silently, ceaselessly, and impar- 
tially to glorify Himself through the glorification of His chil- 
dren. He knew, therefore, that at all times and in all lands 
inquiring and inspired men have caught glimpses of the truly 
virtuous, lovely, and praiseworthy. He, therefore, enlisted his 
people in a search after these things. He sent them to books, 
time> gamer of the best fruits of the mind and spirit, that 
through them the philosophers, the scientists, the poets, the 
prophets, and seers of all ages might impart their visions of the 
true and the beautiful to his people to enrich and reinforce his 
own inspired teachings. 

For Joseph Smith apparently had faith in men, in their 
capacity to find truth through their own unaided efforts. He 
apparently saw that such a faith in men is the best evidence of 
a worthy faith in God. He saw that the excellence of the creature 
is the measure of the excellence of the creator, and, therefore, 
that to belittle man is to belittle the God who made him. Joseph 
Smith, I believe, would have had little sympathy with that 
species of piety which makes a man a pitiful marionette in the 
leading strings of God, and which habitually disparages the 
findings of his mind and the promptings of his spirit. I like to 
think that it is of the essence of genuine piety and religious 
gratitude to believe that the glory of God is the intelligence with 
which He has endowed His children. 

It seems to me, therefore, that Mormonism progressively 
embraces all truth only as we Latter-day Saints progressively 
find truth, and that we find truth only as we seek for it through 
revelation and through the diligent use of our own divine 
powers of mind and spirit. Mormonism is an eternal quest, our 
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eternal quest for truth. 4 

(From All in a Teacher's Day: Essays o fa  Mormon Professor [1948], 18-23,) 
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