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R E A D E R S '  

A FABRICATION 

I NOTE that in a recent news story, refer- 
ence was made to a document allegedly 

written by Elder Mark E. Peterson, who was 
a member of the Church's Council of Twelve 
Apostles and is now deceased ("Elder 
Peterson's Masturbation Guide Sees U'ide 
Circulation [in Details magazine]," SUN- 
STONE, Mar. 1996). 

While Elder Peterson was alive, this docu- 
ment came to his attention. He totally dis- 
avowed any connection with it, since it 
misrepresents his position and counsel 
which he has given on matters of this kind. 
Anyone who knew Elder Peterson would 
know that he would not produce a document 
with that title, misspell his name, and place 
the title "Council of 12 Apostles" (with the 
Arabic numeral) under his-name. The docu- 
ment from which you quote is a fabrication. 
It did not come from Elder Peterson. 

DON LEFEVER 
LDS Public Affairs 

SSSSS T O  SUNSTONE 

A PPARENTLY EVEN you men don't "get 
itn-the idea of solving differences in 

ways other than war. Your cover illustration 
takes a whack at the reasoning of author 
Carol Lynn Pearson ("Could Feminism Have 
Saved the Nephites?" SUNSTONE, March 
1996). The only redeeming figures are the 
two puzzled men at the bottom right-hand 
comer, obviously your editors. Compare this 
cover with the one for Peggy Fletcher StackS 
"Tales of a True Believer" (April 1995): con- 
trast Brigham Young's scowl behind one 
woman's back (by Calvin Grondahl) with the 
circle of swords at the other woman's front 
(Pat Bagley) and guess which cartoonist dis- 
likes women. Why print a point of view and 
pan it at the same time? I sob for sister and 
brother readers everywhere. 

TORY CORSER 
Murray, UT 

COULD FEMINISM HAVE 
SAVED SUNSTONE? 

Y OUR COVER illustration for "Could 
Feminism Have Saved the Nephites?" is 

a perfect example of the double-bind experi- 
enced by ~ o & o n  feminists: if they don't 
speak out they're never heard, but if they do 
speak out they're misunderstood. Your cover 
double-binds feminism by promoting Carol 
Lynn's article while reversing and ridiculing 
its message, which is that feminism discour- 
ages militarism-rather than uses it to con- 
quer, as your illustration suggests. 

The Sunstone Foundation subjects femi- 
nism to the double-bind in other ways: by 
advertising a dire need for feminist sympo- 
sium proposals, then rejecting excellent fem- 
inist work as "unsuitable" or "not of interestn 
and by including enough feminism to keep 
Sunstone going while limiting and control- 
ling feminist expression. Like the Church, 
sunstone double-binds feminism bv simulta- 
neously exploiting and repressing it. 

Feminism didn't save the Nephites, but it 
has saved Sunstone so far. s ow ever. like the 
Nephites, ultimately nothing can save any 
group from fatal flaws-not even feminism. 

MAXINE HANKS 
Salt Lake City 

Editor's response: 
It was a cartoon, laugh. 
We honored both Peggy Fletcher Stack 

and Carol Lynn Pearson by making them 
coverwomen and by inviting a prominent 
Mormon cartoonist to illustrate each article. 
When we invited the creator of Norman the 
Nephite to illustrate Carol Lynn's article, we 
gave him free reign; the interpretations of his 
work vary dramatically Many who despise 
the homogenized thought control of the 
Ensign, ironically, want a similar regulation in 
SUNSTONE. I feel as disinclined to tell Pat or 
Cal what to draw as I do to tell Carol Lvnn or 
Peggy what to write. I am proud to have all 
these voices in SUNSTONE. 

In each of the ten years I have planned 
symposiums, the sessions we accepted on 
women's issues have numbered more than 
one per time period-around 20 percent of 
the total sessions. That's hardly squeaking by 
with a minimum quota. We don't accept all 
proposals-that's judgment, not censorship. 

Feminism is a crucial part of the Sunstone 
formula. So are history, news, theology, and, 
yes, cartoons. Not all collaborations fit jointly 
together. What really saves Sunstone is vol- 
unteerism, good will, and, of course, money 
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EDITORIAL DISCRETION 

T HERE ARE TIMES when the magazine is 
delightfully fun and informative, even 

brilliant: Oliver Alden's "My God, My God, 
Why Hast Thou Forsaken Me?: Meditations 
of a Gay Mormon on the 22nd Psalm" 
(SUNSTONE, Aug. 1995) touches heart- 
strings. Other articles appear to be veiled di- 
atribes against the Church. In the August 
1995 issue, I had the following impressions. 

1. You feature the best Mormon humor in 
your cartoons. To really have amved, all de- 
nominations need to laugh at themselves. 

2. You publish news about the Church, 
warts and all- especially helpful to us in the 
hinterlands. You expose people such as 
Janice Allred ("Mormon Feminist Disci- 
plined," SUNSTONE, Apr. 1995) for the free- 
thinkers they are, which is fine in academia 
or politics but wrong-headed in the Church. 

3. Lavina Fielding Anderson showed a 
love for the gospel (" 'Come Back'-Major 
Addresses of Howard W Hunter, 1959-94.") 
We sense her hurt, but it seems not to have 
damaged her testimony We need her back. 

4. In Wayne Booth's "Pride Cometh Before 
the Fall: Mormonism and the Seven Deadly 
Sins," I was offended at: "And I'm afraid that 
since we now know just how feeble President 
[Ezra Taftl Benson was by 1986, one may 
doubt that he himself actually wrote the 
speech." 

At that point, I stopped reading. President 
Bensonk speech was a masterpiece. This was 
no feeble prophet. The talk was the most 
powerful, inspired, God-given in my mcm- 
ory. And Booth suggests a ghostwriter?! 
Please, exercise more editorial discretion. 

5. To balance articles on alleged censor- 
ship at Bw, how about an article on the ex- 
treme prejudice found at the University of 
Utah, where an educated Mormon has little 
chance of being hired due to an overriding 
anti-Mormon bias? I find the latter form of 
faculty-hiring bias far more dangerous than 
the problems some faculty complain of at 
BYU, where the boundaries are known. 

A. LAURENCE LYON 
Monmouth, OR 

Editor's reply: 
I stand by the editing of Wayne Booth's 

piece. His years of practicing distinguished 
literary criticism give him the right to share 
his opinions, and his instincts were correct. 
President Benson may have commissioned 
his speech on pride, but family members say 
a son wrote it. Even President Spencer W 
Kimball used speech writers. Once such a 
talk is given, the speaker owns the words. 

0 CANADA! 
ENJOYED Lowell C. "Ben" Bennion's, I T h e  Geographic Dynamics of 

Mormondom, 1965-95" (SUNSTONE, Dec. 
1995). The heading on page 23 reads, 
"Church Growth in non-U.S. Areas of the 
World," yet one non-U.S. area is missing. 
Herewith is what Bennion might well have 
written for that missing area: 

Canada. Larger than the U.S. but with a 
population roughly the size of Texas or New 
York, spread out primarily in a belt 200 km 
thin. Canada's LDS demographics and history 
is diverse. Site of the very first unit of the 
Church outside of the United States; all con- 
verts in the nineteenth century were made in 
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S U N S T O N E  

the central and eastern areas of the country 
(Upper and Lower Canada and the Maritime 
Colonies), and most of these moved to 
Illinois or Missouri. 

Continuous LDS presence, however, dates 
to the founding of the Cardston colony in 
1887, and, until the late 19505, 
Mormondom in Canada meant, for all practi- 

cal intents and purposes, "Mormon 
Country," an arc-shaped pale stretching from 
Waterton National Park north and east to the 
southern boundaries of the city of Lethbridge 
and extending east to Raymond and Taber. 
Since the era of David 0. McKay, growth in 
Church membership has been good but sta- 
ble in Alberta and more dramatic outside of 

Alberta as members moved to the cities and 
mission activity extended to the rest of the 
country In 1965, there were only three 
stakes outside Alberta compared to six in 
Alberta. Today, there are eighteen stakes in 
Alberta but twenty stakes outside. 

According to Canada's census figures, 
which, unlike LDS membership records, de- 
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S U N S T O N E  

pend upon self-reporting to indicate mem- 
bers, Alberta's LDS population increased from 
42,185 (out of a total population of 
2,213,630), for a total LDS relative popula- 
tion of 1.906 percent in 1981 to 45,830 (out 
of 2,519,180) for a total LDS relative popula- 
tion of 1.819 percent in 1991, which means 
the LDS population has actually slipped 
slightly behind the province's overall growth. 

Other provinces have shown slightly 
more dramatic growth, especially the most 
populous provinces: Ontario and Quebec. 
Quebec still has a fraction of the LDS popula- 
tion of Ontario, but its growth rate has been 
more dramatic as the province throws off its 
Catholicism. 

MARC A. SCHINDLER 
Spruce Grove, Alberta, Canada 

Ben Bennion responds: 

I PLEAD GUILTY to Marc Schindler's gentle 
charge of not separating Canada from the 

United States in my treatment of North 
America. My conscience bothered me 
enough that in a sequel to the SUNSTONE ar- 
ticle, which appeared in the spring 1996 
Dialogue, I kept the two countries apart and 
even broke Canada down into provinces on a 
revised version of Figure 2. I thank Schindler 
for sending me detailed data on LDs mem- 
bership in Canada and a map of Alberta's 
"Mormon Country" If and when I expand 
my S~NST0NElDialogue articles into a book 
(before the 2002 Winter Olympics?), I shall 
incorporate Schindler's table and map to give 
Canada its deserved due. 

TO THE MORAL LITERATI 

P ERHAPS I don't understand the sub- 
tleties of poetic construction in the late 

twentieth century, but Susan Howe's poem 
"To The Violent Literati," whether safelv 
buried within the sanctimonious confines of 
an article or not, looks, reads and resonates 
suspiciously like poetry to me (a point she 
herself readily admits; see "The Moral 
Imagination" by Susan Howe, SUNSTONE, 
Dec. 1995). And, if I follow the complex 
world of publishing correctly, she has just 
had "Literati" reproduced as "a poem" along- 
side one of my morally "alarming" plays. 
Interestingly, if SUNSTONE'S publisher has his 
facts straight (and I have a feeling that Elbert 
Peck is dead on about this-see point 41 in 
"Potluck," SUNSTONE, Dec. 1995), there is a 
far greater chance that her poem will be read, 
fantasized about, and (perhaps) acted upon 
by some "naive" Mormon out there (no 
doubt white, male, and seething with pent- 
up rage at everyone who doesn't meet his- 

or His-standards) before anyone even 
cracks open a paragraph of my work. 
Mormon drama doesn't even register on the 
Peck Scale of Who Reads What (point 35). 

Conversely, I think that a worthy descrip- 
tion of "naive" might be a person who actu- 
ally believes human nature is incapable of 
assaulting "someone you recognize as a hu- 
man being with qualities of goodness, dignity 
and worth." 1 have repeatedly found that our 
complex selves are quite capable of sitting in 
the middle of a sacrament meeting while 
whispering brutalities into the ear of a loved 
one or acquaintance, secretly shared vivisec- 
tions of other members' haircuts, clothes, 
lifestyles, etc., and all because we recognize 
them as human beings with those very quali- 
ties. Specific human beings-members of 
any number of various specific groups- 
whom we agree have good hearts, sweet spir- 
its, and lousy taste in suits and dresses. And 
then after closing prayer, we smile and shake 
hands all around without blinking an eye. Or 
losing any sleep. "Goodness," of course, is ca- 
pable of breeding intense contempt and often 
becomes a favored target. 

But let Ms. Howe have her say . . . let her 
argue that she just wanted to make a point 
with her "Literati." Let her sniff that it was 
only intended to justify her theories on a 
moral imagination. Let her plead that it was 
in the spirit of .  . . go ahead. The point is, in- 
stead of merely acknowledging this "offen- 

sive" poem she had written, Ms. Howe 
couldn't help letting us see it. Letting those 
images spill over us. Haunt us. Indeed, even 
her "quickie" modem reworking of the para- 
ble of the Good Samaritan lingers on the 
hapless man being "strippedn and "shot in 
the neckn rather than simply mentioning his 
attack in passing. But Ms. Howe is a writer, 
so I understand-in both cases, it was im- 
possible for her to miss the opportunity, as 
Brecht pointed out (much like the 
Elizabethans and Greeks before him), to 
teach and entertain. As well she shouldn't 
have. I understand, I do. Ms. Howe wrote a 
fine poem and couldn't bear to condemn it to 
a desk drawer without just one public peek- 
it5 always easier to ask forgiveness than to re- 
main silent. Ms. Howe should be proud 
rather than apologetic (as I am of her and my 
own work). For my money, these are the 
finest fifty-five lines she has ever produced. 

The British dramatist Howard Barker 
most moves me on this topic; in the pro- 
logues to his monumental, frightening his- 
tory play The Bite ofthe Night, Barker writes of 
a woman brought to the theatre to witness 
difficult, unflinching drama. Although ini- 
tially hesitant, in the end, she returns again 
and again, each time armed with friends and 
saying, "Because I found it hard I was hon- 
oured." I believe a truly moral imagination 
must encompass both the beautiful and the 
profane; we have been instructed time and 

"But enough of my personal history, tell me about 
your personal history." 
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again to turn for answers toward a set of 
scriptures-as my home teacher, whose in- 
sight I deeply value, pointed out recently- 
that is literally soaked in the sins of the 
fathers, drenched in the ways of the world so 
as to be juxtaposed more clearly against the 
divine . . . occasionally, one really must be 
cruel to be kind. And to make a point. It is 
the individual lessons that are carried away 
which ultimately tell the truth and map our 
moral landscapes . . . who are we to dictatc or 
second guess those outcomes? Who are we to 
predict where a reader might focus their in- 
terest, what passage may move them to good 
or evil? Epiphanies manifest themselves in 
the strangest ways. . . . That is why 1 am hon- 
ored by the brave writings of Brian Evenson 
and Dave Veloz, and by this new-found hon- 
esty in Susan Howe, as well . . . because they 
are hard. Through them, I find new strength. 

NEIL LABUTE 
Ft. Wayne, IN 

MORMONS IN ANGELS 

I WISH TO respond briefly to Brian Kagel's 
reading of Kushnerk Angels in America 

(SUNSTONE, "Saints in America," Dec. 
1995). I might agree that "Kushner doesn't 
know Mormons," but then, who does? Any 
outsider's view of another culture or religion 
will have its limitations. Kushner is not writ- 
ing about "Mormonsn or "Mormonism." His 

u 

play contains a few characters who are LDS; 
must we insist that these characters some- 
how reflect the essence of our culture? 

I disagree further with Kagel's views (sup- 
porting Michael Evenden, ["Angels in a 
Mormon Gaze," SUNSTONE, Sept. 19941) 
that "Kushner accepts Mormons so long as 
they agree to leave their religion behind," and 
that Perestroika "ends with all the play's 
Mormon characters either crazy, rejected and 
out of the picture, or decidedly New Yorker 
secular." It is indeed the case that Joe Pitt (the 
gay Mormon male) disappears rather 
abruptly from the play, but he remains a 
complex character in a state of transforma- 
tion. In what sense he is "rejected" would re- 

&& Pontius' Puddle 

quire a more elaborate discussion. To suggest 
that Harper Pitt is insane as the play ends is 
simply a weak reading, however. In her final 
scene, we see her flying off to San Francisco 
to start a new life. She has overcome her 
Valium addiction and its attendant hallucina- 
tions, overcome her agoraphobia, and found 
the strength to leave her homosexual hus- 
band, even though her own future is uncer- 
tain. She is the character who makes the 
play's central discovery, that life is character- 
ized by "painful progress." Her final vision is 
a "dream," no longer an hallucination, and it 
is a dream full of hope and courage. I have 
taught this play in literature courses a num- 
ber of times to students who are all non- 
Mormon (except for one), and they nearly all 
find Harper the most positive figure in it. As 
for Hannah Pitt and her "New Yorker" secu- 
larism, this is entirely Kagel's own imagina- 
tive reading. All the stage directions say is: 
"Hannah is noticeably different-she looks 
like a New Yorker, and she is reading the 
New York Times." She has been living in New 
York City for four years; we might expect 
that she would look somewhat more cos- 
mopolitan. That she has not given up her re- 
ligion, however, seems indicated by the 
belief she expresses in the coming 
Millennium, with a "capital M." Her views 
have, however, changed in that she is now 
able to find friendship with homosexuals. In 
the play's terms, she has "migrated." The 
point of the play's perhaps utopian conclu- 
sion is that we might be able to live with 
each other despite our differences: gay, 
straight, Christian, Jew, black, white. Kagel's 
reading appears to assume that, for a 
Mormon, openness to difference assumes 
the loss of faith. I hope this isn't true. 

WILLIAM S. DAWS 
Colorado Springs, CO 

A DDRESS LETTERS FOR PUBLICATION TO 
"READERS' FORUM" (FAX: 8011355-4043). 

WE EDIT LETTERS FOR CLARITY AND TONE AND 
CUT THEM FOR SPACE. DUPLICATION, AND 
VERBOSITY. LETTERS ADDRESSED TO AUTHORS 
WILL BE FORWARDED. UNOPENED, TO THEM. 

NCTTH IMC UKE A I SWVOSE. ONLESS YOUTNI N 
GOOD RAW T O  OF RAlN AS GOD WEEPING 
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INTEGRATING THE MATERIAL AND THE SPIRITUAL 
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Why physical objects, sometimes of questionable taste, are crucial to the religious life 
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T HE CASE STUDIES presented in this book reject the popular 
assumption that the material dimension of Christianity results 

from ignorance, superficial commercialism. status competition, 
and the desire of institutional churc r Industry" 
to manipulate people. When we 1( interaction 
between people and religious artifr d environ- 
ments we see that the practice of Chnst~an~ty 1s a Subtle mixture of 
traditional beliefs and personal improvisations. . . . 

Artifacts become particularly important in the lives 
Christians because objects can be exchanged, gifted, r e i ~ l ~ c ~ p r ~ r u ,  
and ed. People need objects to help establish and main- 
tain ps with supernatural characters, family, and friends. 
Chri goods and create religious landscapes to tell them- 
selves and the world around them who they are. While some 
Christians accomplish the same thing through the exchange of 
ideas, many prefer to interact with visual and sensual symbols. 
Religious meaning is not merely inherited or simply accessed 
thro tellect. Orthodox statements of belief and formal rit- 
uals one part of the complicated structure of religion. 
Relil ning must be constructed and reconstructed over 
and over. ~ m ~ d  the external practice of religion-a practice that 
utilizes artifacts, art, architecture, and- l a n d s c a p e ~ o m e s  the in- 
ner experience of religion. We can no longer accept that the "ap- 
pearance" of religion is inconsequential to the "emerience" of 
relig ensual elements of Christianity erely deco- 
ratic isk serious belief; it is through I world that 
the i orld becomes known and felt. 

Rel~gous goods and landscapes can tell Chnst~ans that they be- 
long to a particular community or family, but material culture can 
also be used symbolically to exclude the "unworthy." When Mary 
Lee Bland Ewell converted to Mormonism, for instance, not only 
was erased from the family's Bible, her portrait was rele- 
gate~ .tic. . . . Laurel Hill Cemetery excluded from burial 
Afric :an Philadelphians, and beggars were illustrated as 
sitting barely inside the grounds. Admission to Latter-day Saint 
temples is limited to Mormons with "temple recommends". . . . 
Laurel Hill Cemetery and Latter-day Saint temples teach not only 
the importance of inclusion but the reality of exclusion. When the 
Catholic church began revising its liturgy, parish priests removed 
certain ecclesiastical ornaments because the art supposedly dis- 
tracted congregants from the centrality of the mass. The removal of 
statues of the saints was a visual statement that certain devotions 
were now "unworthy" of public attention. To embrace one style of 
art or theological orientation is often to reject or disparage others. 
We need to be aware of what the rules are of inclusion and exclu- 
sion but also of how a variety of Christians respond to them. . . . 

The material dimension of religion helps us see how faith, fash- 
ion, and family are woven closely together. . . . When John 
McSorley imported Lourdes water for Fathers Sorin and Granger, 
he wrote that he also participated in the devotion to Our Lady 
McSorley not only took the priests' payment for his import ser- 
vices, he asked them to pray for his wayward children. 

Consequently, we should not be surprised when Atlanta bookseller 
Tim Reimann understands his million-dollar retail business to be a 
Christian ministry To assert that these people are participating in a 
false or unauthentic Christianity is to deny that they integrate ma- 
terial and spiritual elements in their lives. The practice of 
Christianity brings together the disparate elements of life that pos- 
sess meaning; everything from our sense of style and social status 
to our trust in God. Sacred words become transformed into images. 
Physical feelings are objectified into religious language. The dis- 
tinct categories of sacred and profane are inadequate to capture the 
complexity of Christian Practice. 

w e  must reject the facile assumption that Protestants (and 
Mormons) do not have a Christian material culture but that all 
Catholics do. Once we shift our attention from the church and 
seminary to the workplace, home, cemetery, and Sunday school, 
another side of Protestantism appears. In the nineteenth century, 
Methodists displayed statues of Wesley and Protestants in 
Philadelphia placed sculptures of angels at the graves of their loved 
ones. Children in contemporary Sunday schools bring home pen- 
cils printed with "I can't Bear to be without Jesus." Mormons may 
give prints of temples as wedding gifts and wear Angel Moroni tie- 
clasps. At times, denominational commitments are asserted 
through display and exchange of goods. At other times, the bound- 
aries between one Christian group and another are deliberately 
weakened. An Evangelical Baptist might not let her children play 
with Book of Mormon paper dolls but both she and her Latter-day 
Saint neighbor might cherish their Warner Sallman Head of Christ 
prints. 

We must be aware of how differences in taste limit our ability to 
understand how images and objects function. As we have seen, the 
dualism set up between mass-produced kitsch and autonomous art 
has as much to do with gender and class issues as with theology 
and aesthetics. We need to take seriously Roland Marchand's quip 
regarding the need for advertisers to know their audience: "It isn't 
the taste of the angler that determines the kind of bait to be used, 
but the taste of the fish." We already know the "taste of the angler" 
regarding appropriate art and religion; it is now time to understand 
the "taste of the fish." Bright colors, realism, duplication, and senti- 
mentality in Christian art may hold no spiritual appeal for those 
schooled to appreciate subtle shades, abstraction, singularity, and 
emotional distance. Those who define art (like religion) as some- 
thing that challenges and provokes the spirit may find it difficult to 
understand those Christians who find comfort and reassurance in 
the familiar. If we define having a personal relationship with an im- 
age or object as superstitious anthropocentrism, then we will never 
under ow .ings function in the religious lives of 
Christ P 
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in Material Christianity: Religion and Popular Culture in America 
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