
CORNUCOPIA 
Book o f  M o r m o n  M u s i n g s  

HEAD OVER HEELS 

And it came to pass that after he [Coriantumr] had 
smitten off the head of Shiz, that Shiz raised upon his 
hands and fell; and after that he [Shiz] had struggled 
for breath, he died. (Ether 15:31.) 

D URING ONE ESPECIALLY BORING SACRAMENT 
meeting talk, 1 was sitting on the back row flippiny 
through the Book of Mormon and came across this 

passage where Shiz's head is lopped off and his body tries to 
get up, struggles for breath and dies. No doubt someone has 
stayed awake by reading this scripture during one of my bor- 
ing talks. Just as I was pondering this passage, my old stake 
president strolled in and sat down beside me. He is a doctor of 
medicine. Irreverently, I whispered the question to him 
whether it was medically possible for Shiz to have lifted him- 
self up on his hands without his head. He read the passage, 
smiled, and said "No. I don't think so." I asked him if he 
thought it was intended to be poetic; he said "Probably Yes." 
(Incidentally, I understand that there is a FARMS preliminary 
report that will show evidence of other people who lost their 
heads who suffered from the "Shiz Syndrome.") 

Several years later, I was reading Homer's Iliad and found 
similar situations where heroes' heads were being lopped off 
and as the head fell to the earth, the head would finish reciting 
lines of poetry (book 10, line 457). I also came across a series 

"ll-reverently, 1 whispered the question to him whether it 
was medicnlly possiblefor Shiz to have lifted himself up on 

his hands without his head." 

of old articles by Hugh Nibley in the 1956 Improvement Eras 
(back in the good old days when they put advertisements in 
the Church magazines-peculiar ads for a peculiar people) in 
which he proposed that the Book of Ether was a product of a 
heroic age and might have been originally written in powerful 
poetic verse, accounting for Mormon's lamentation that he 
couldn't write with the same power as Ether. (Ether 12:24; see 
Lehi in the DesertlThe World of theJaredites1Ther-e WereJaredites 
[Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 19881 .) This made sense to me. 
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- 
"Phat" T-shirts for this summer's Youth Conferences 

It may explain how the brother of Jared could move a moun- 
tain. Maybe, like the stories about Alma's bodily translation, 
this story about the mountain was a rumor or legendary, or 
perhaps metaphorical originally, but later taken as fact. It's 
hard to say All it takes is the faith of a mustard seed to have 
said to Mount St. Helen's, "Be half removed." 

I'm glad I had a stake president who responded candidly to 
my question about his beliefs about Shiz. He could have run 
around like a chicken with its head cut off trylng to sidestep 
the question. Apparently chickens can do this; my grand- 
mother used to say she had seen it happen. Instead, my stake 
president, like Shiz, took a moment to pause before his answer 
to my question and drew in a deep breath. 

-EDGAR C. SNOW JR. 

T w e n t y  Years Ago 

NEVER ARRIVING 

D OUGLAS D. ALDER SHARED THE FOLLOWING 
meditation in a letter to the editor, printed in the 
Summer 1976 SUNSTONE: "As I have studied Western 

Civilization, taught about it, and observed people living it, I 
have come to understand that there are three styles of living in 
it. On the one end of the spectrum are those who choose to 
live by a dogma-be it political or religious. These are what 
Eric Hofer called the True Believers. They enjoy possessing clo- 
sure on all issues. They know they have the truth and their 
truth answers everything. They are chosen and secure. On the 
opposite extreme of the spectrum are skeptics who see nothing 
in life as firm; everything for them is relative. Some even main- 
tain that life itself is absurd. In the middle is the great mass, 
roaming, probing, maybe just suspicious of either option. 

"Having felt some genuine attraction to the extremes, I am 
increasingly convinced that to be genuinely alive, one should 
resist the temptation for closure on either end of the spectrum. 
It seems to me that the rewarding life is the one to be found in 
the middle under the tension of being equally devoted to faith 
and reason, knowing that this does not always lead to comfort- 
able resolutions. It is a life that senses that moderate positions 

first this seemed de- 
pressing to me, but 
then I began to discover 
how exciting it can be 
to be part of the change 
process. 

"Gradually, I realized 
that faith is just what it 
says it is-it is the ac- 
tion based on belief. It 
is not knowledge. It is 

are not a mere compromise between reaction and radical ex- 
tremes, but are those where responsible people wrestle with 
unsolvable problems, knowing they will win the love of no one 
thereby It is a life that is critical of blind duty as much as it is 
of those who reject society and retreat to nature or despair. To 
me living in Western 

not a definiteness or I I! 
closure. It is both less "The rewarding l$e isfound in 
than knowledge and a the middle of the tension of being 
great deal more. But equally devoted tofaith 
eggheads, those who and reason. " 
are intellectually com- 
mitted, have no special advantages in the world of faith. They 
have to struggle to believe because they are professionals at 
doubting; if they desire faith they must fight for it. They must 
expect to be tom over its issues. Faith for them is not flight 
into security It is fashionable among many to abandon faith- 
because it is not empirical. That is a legitimate option-but it 
is drastic and should not be done for spite or fashion. Faith has 
been one of the richest traditions of Western Civilization. 
From Ulysses to Aquinas, western man has taken it seriously 
from different angles. It cannot be simply summarized-only 
experienced." 

Civilization is to never 
arrive-but always to 
be under way 

"Not only is knowl- 
edge in western society 
surrounded by tension, 
but it is tentative. At 
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