
S U N S T O N E  

Book of M o r m o n  M u s i n g s  

In the lists compiled offemale characters in the Book of Mot-mon, 
I don't think anyone ever includes wisdom (or ships, o r  

the great and abominable church,for that matter). 

MS. WISDOM 

0 how marvelous are the works of the Lord, and how 
long doth he suffer with his people; yea, and how 
blind and impenetrable are the understandings of the 
children of men; for they will not seek wisdom, nei- 
ther do they desire that she should rule over them! 
(Mosiah 8:20.) 

T HREE GENERATIONS AFTER ZENIFF (WHO IS 
usually referred to in the Book of Mormon as 
"overzealous" Zeniff in the same way our journalists 

usually referred to Manuel Noriega as "Panamanian 
Strongman") and his party went back to the land of Nephi to 
reclaim the Nephite land of first inheritance, Limhi and his 
people were visited by Ammon's group sent in search of 
Limhi's people. Limhi had previously sent a group in search of 
the Nephite colony they had previously left, but the search 
party got lost and discovered the Jaredite remains instead, mis- 
taking them for the Nephites. The group returned depressed at 
the presumed destruction of the Nephites, but with souvenirs: 
metal armor and a stone with writing on it that no one could 
read. When Ammon amved, Limhi was excited to see that the 
Nephites had not been destroyed. When Ammon tells Limhi 
that King Mosiah can translate the writing on the stone, Limhi 

can't contain himself anv more and breaks into the ~oe t i c  ec- 
Stacy above. 

What appears to me to be unusual about this piece of ex- 
temporaneous creativity is that Limhi refers to wisdom as 
"she." In the lists compiled of female characters in the Book of 
Mormon, I don't think anyone ever includes wisdom (or ships, 
or the great and abominable church, for that matter). In Joseph 
Smith's day, it was not unheard of to refer to the abstract qual- 
ity of "wisdom" as a feminine thing. Humcanes (until recently) 
and other things are referred to as feminine items for perhaps a 
variety of reasons. Also, those of us who speak languages other 
than English realize that it is not uncommon for nouns to have 
a gender: the sun might be male and the moon female, and so 
forth. In ancient Hebrew, the term "hochmah refers to wis- 
dom, God's pre-existent female counterpart, as indicated in the 
Book of Proverbs and elsewhere. (See Raphael Patai, The 
Hebrew Goddess [New York: Avon, 19781, 101-36, 300-10; 
Prov 8:11; 9:l.) 

So what is going on in Limhi's statement? I think it equally 
likely that wisdom is described as "she" merely as a quirk of 
translation as it is likely that it is a literal translation of Limhi's 
exact words referring to an ancient Hebrew feminine noun for 
wisdom or it is a primitive, undisclosed Nephite belief in a 
Mother in Heaven. While I like to think of all of these possibil- 
ities, the point is still clear regardless of the resolution of these 
ambiguities: wisdom should but she rarely governs our ac- 
tions. 

-EDGAR C. SNOW JR. 

S u n s t o n e  Top Ten 

THE TOP 10 BIBLICAL WAYS 
T O  ACQUIRE A WIFE 

D I R E D  FROM OUR HOME OFFICE IN MERCUR, 
Utah-the top ten biblical ways to acquire a wife: 

10. Find an attractive prisoner of war, bring her 
home, shave her head, trim her nails, and give her new 
clothes. Then she's yours. (Deut. 21: 11-13.) 

9. Find a prostitute, and marry her. (Hosea 1: 1-3.) 
8. Go to a party, and hide. When the women come out 

to dance, grab one and carry her off to be your wife.- 
Benjaminites Uudg. 2 1: 19-25.) 

7. Cut 200 foreskins off your future father-in-law's en- 
emies, and get his daughter for a wife.-David (1 Sam. 18:27.) - 
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6. Become the emperor of a huge nation, and hold a 
beauty contest.-Xerxes or Ahasuerus (Esth. 2:3-4.) 

5. When you see someone you like, go home and tell 
your parents, "I have seen a . . . woman; now get her for me." 
If your parents question your decision, simply say, "Get her for 
me. She's the one for me."-Samson (Judg. 14: 1-3 .) 

4. Kill any husband, and take HIS wife (Prepare to lose 
four sons, though).-David (2 Sam. 11 .) 

3. Wait for your brother to die. Take his widow. (It's 
not just a good idea, it's the law.) (Deut. 25:5-10.) 

2. Don't be so picky. Make up for quality with quan- 
tity-Solomon (1 Kings 11: 1-3.) 

and the number one biblical way to acquire a wife is . . . 
1. A wife? . . . Are you kidding me?-Paul (1 Corin. 

7:32-35.) 

Twenty Years  Ago 

A UNITY OF THE FAITH 

T HE FOLLOWING IS AN EXCERPT FROM SUNSTONE 
Managing Editor Kris Cassity's vol.1, no. 3, editorial: 

"SUNSTONE is founded upon the belief that mem- 
bers committed to a gospel of love can differ in their percep- 
tions and still work together toward a unity of the faith. 
Moreover, the journal rests upon the conviction that diversity 
is not only tolerable, but necessary. Since every person has the 
sacred right and obligation to pursue truth to the best of his or 
her ability and belief, every person must be allowed to express 
that truth as life has revealed it to him or her. 'Both creative sci- 
ence and revealed religion find their fullest and truest expres- 
sion in the climate of freedom . . .,' said Hugh B. Brown. 'God 
himself refused to trammel man's free agency even though its 
exercise sometimes teaches painful lessons.' 

"An independent and non-authoritative undertaking such 

Number 5: When you see someone you like, go home 
and tell your parents, "I  have seen a . . . woman; 

now get herfor me." 

as SUNSTONE depends upon the tolerance and mature convic- 
tions of the entire Mormon community It is very probable that 
some who express themselves through the journal will repre- 
sent views that are unacceptable to others. As long as there are 
enough forums to express the opinions of all, then this is as it 
should be. Certainly we must each be willing to withhold 
judgment of others' beliefs and allow, as Joseph Smith coun- 
selled, that only 'time, and experience, and careful and pon- 
derous and solemn thoughts' can find out the full complexity 
of life and eternity Hopefully, there even is enough room for 
each of us to be wrong at times-it is so easy to be mistaken 
about so many things." 

P e c u l i a r  P e o p l e  
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