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CHURCH MAKES SUBTLE CHANGES IN 
TEMPLE RECOMMEND INTERVIEW 

Utah, expressed 

THE TEMPLE recommend inter- 
view has evolved over the years, 
adapting to a dynamic, growing 
church and its members. 
Sometimes alterations have been 
substantive; these recent 
changes, however, are interesting 
but slight. 

The former first question, 
"Do you believe in God, the 
Eternal Father, in his Son, Jesus 
Christ, and in the Holy Ghost; 
and do you have a firm testi- 
mony of the restored gospel?" is 
now three different questions: 
"Do you have faith in and a testi- 
mony of God the Eternal Father, 
His son Jesus Christ, and the 
Holy Ghost?"; "Do you have a 
testimony of the Atonement of 
Christ and of His role as Savior 
and Redeemer?"; and, "Do you 
have a testimony of the restora- 
tion of the gospel in these, the 
latter days?" 

The former second question, 
"Do you sustain the President of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints as the prophet, 
seer, and revelator; and do you 
recognize him as the only person 
on the earth authorized to exer- 
cise all priesthood keys?" now 
also includes: "Do you sustain 
members of the First Presidency 

their outrage m 
letters to Secretary r--- 

and the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles as prophets, seers and, 
revelators?" 

While the apparent trend has 
been to make recommend ques- 
tions more specific, less open to 
semantics and loopholes, one 
puzzling change accomplished 
the opposite: a question that pre- 
viously read, "[If divorced or sep- 
arated,] are you current in your 
support payments and other fi- 
nancial obligations for family 
members, as specified by court 
order or in other written, binding 
commitments?" now reads, "[If 
divorced or separated,] are you 
current in meeting financial and 
other obligations?" 

The question "Do you wear 
the authorized garments both 
day and night?" now includes, 
". . . as instructed in the endow- 
ment and in accordance with the 
covenant you made in the 
temple?" 

While only amounting to a 
word or two, there were other in- 
teresting changes: "in every way" 
has been cut from "Do you con- 
sider yourself worthy in every 
way to enter the Lo& h o w  . . .!"; 
"and earnestly" has been omitted 
from "Do you earnestly strive to 
do your duty in the Church . . ." 

of State warren 
Chnstopher, 
Russ~an President 
Bons Yeltsm, and 
the Russian am- 
bassador to the 
U S .  Yuhy 
Vorontsov They 
also sent another 

I to Brian Atwood, WW~WW~~NRW~;TSMTO<&~~MCWCW 
administrator of 
the U.S. Agency for International 
Development asking him to re- 
view aid to Russia. Bennett told 

Mormons." 
Don LeFevre, the LDS church 

spokesperson, stated that he ap- 
the Senate that religious intoler- I preciated the apology but still 
ance is the first step leading back 
to totalitarianism and that not 
listing Judaism as an acceptable 
religion was "an outrageous 
statement from a nation that has 
been the source of some of the 
most virulent anti-Semitism the 
world has ever seen." 

A few days later on 2 July, 

didn't think Ledbed understood 
that LDS church members are law 
abiding and do many good 
works in Russia. LeFevre said he 
looks forward to giving Ledbed 
the accurate information about 
Mormons. 

All of this occurred during the 
Russian presidential election 

Ledbed apologized for his criti- I campaign, and many Russians 
cism of Mormons but reiterated 
his stand on opposing foreign re- 
ligions as well as foreigners in 

I Russia. Ledbed said in his 
apology. "I didn't want to offend 
anyone. I apologize." Then when 

are attributing his remarks to 
campaign rhetoric. However, 
they are still a little concerned. 
Many Russian Latter-day Saints 
didn't take everything Ledbed 
said seriously, but they aren't 

asked about the reaction to his passing it off lightly even if it is 
1 comments, he stated, "The poor just campaign rhetoric. 

, M O R M O N  M E D I A  I M L  
RUSSIAN SECOND-IN-COMMAND HAS I - 

HARSH WORDS FOR MORMONS I NEER WOMAN ENSLAVEL 

IN JUNE, Alexander Ledbed, the 
head of Russia's National Security 
Council, called the IDS church 
"mold and filth which have come 
to destroy the state" and said that 
"there is no place for them in our 
land. They should be outlawed." 
President Boris Yeltsin's second in 
command sparked a miniature 
international incident by saying 
that, as well as with his omission 
of Judaism from the three reli- 
gions he thinks should be al- 

lowed in Russia-Russian 
Orthodox Church, Islam, and 
Buddhism. 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Burns 
called Ledbed's statement "offen- 
sive and deeply disturbing." 
President Clinton, at the G7 
summit in France, said that he 
"had a very negative reaction to 
the remarks." 

Several senators, including 
Onin Hatch and Bob Bennett of 

BY: rHE INDIAN: 
THE OCTOBER 1995 issue of American History LcaLulra all article 
called "The Ordeal of Olive Oatman"--the story of a young, disaf- 
fected Mormon woman (she was part of a sect led by James C. 
Brewster, a visionary elder who had drifted far from the teachings of 
Joseph Smith) who was abducted by American Indians and held in 
slavery for several years. The narrative begins in 1851 with the 
Oatman family on a religious pilgrimage west toward California. 
They are attacked and after witnessing the murder of their family, 
Olive and another sister are taken captive. One 1, 
miraculously survives. One sister dies of star, [, 

five years later, a brother rescues Olive. 
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CONCEALED GUN5 IN CHURCH? 

UTAH LAW ALLOWS CONCEALED 
WEAPONS IN CHURCHES 

A RECENT Utah law will permit carrying concealed weapons to 
church, schools, and businesses. Most churches are satisfied that 
their congregants will not feel the need to, though. But Scott Engen, 
of the Utah Shooting Sports Council believes it will make people 
safer to have the right to cany a gun in church. 

Marlin Foster, the Episcopal Diocese spokesman, said, "If you feel 
the need to carry a gun to church, you need to reassess your attitude 
about going to church. In tradition and in some facts of law, a church 
is a sanctuary." The LDS church announced its own policy that 
weapons are not appropriate in church meetings. 

COURT RULES CHURCH CAN KEEP 
TITHING AFTER BANKRUPTCY 

A FEDERAL appeals court recently ruled that money given to a church 
as a tithe cannot be taken away, even when the people donating go 
bankrupt. The Religious Freedom Restoration Act protects the tithing 
money given by Bruce and Nancy Young to Crystal Evangelical Free 
Church in New Hope, Minnesota. While the church's pastor was 
happy with the verdict, the bankruptcy trusteek lawyer Richard 
Thompson was disappointed and may appeal. The ruling can have a 
major impact on the LDS church and many other churches who de- 
pend on tithing. 

PRES. HINCKLEY ANNOUNCES NEW 
CHURCH MEETING HALL 

IN THE April general conference, Church President Gordon B. 
Hinckley announced plans to build a new meeting hall in downtown 
Salt Lake City. The Tabernacle, which holds 7000, "is becoming in- 
creasingly inadequate" for the number of people who would like to 
attend general conference, President Hinckley said. The new meeting 
hall will be built one block to the north of Temple Square. The 
Temple Square complex will eventually encompass a 40-acre area, in- 
cluding the Joseph Smith Memorial Building to the east. 

The meeting hall will be dedicated as a house of worship. It will 
hold not only religious services but also sacred pageants and commu- 

nity events that are in harmony with its purpose. The hall will have a 
seating capacity of 18-24,000, and is designed to be partitioned ac- 
cording to the needs of different events. 

DAVIS COUNTY HEALTH DEP?: 
INSPECTS BAPTISMAL FONT 

DAVIS COUNTY, Utah, health officials say the Bountiful Temple bap- 
tismal font poses the same health risks as the Layton Surf 'N Swim 
and must undergo frequent inspection. Temple officials are com- 
plying, even though it is the only font in Utah to be inspected. This, 
according to some health officials, leaves the attenders of other tem- 
ples at risk-thirty to forty people an hour use the average temple 
font. So far, all Health Department tests, which can be conducted 
only by officials with temple recommends, have turned up clean. 

FEW DIVORCES IN POLYGAMOUS 
MARRIAGES, WS SCHOLARS SAY 

WHILE THERE are no reliable statistics, polygamists and scholars 
agree that the polygamous marriage divorce rate is much lower- 
perhaps around 10 percent-than that 
bf traditional marriages-about 50 
percent. "People go. into [polygamy] 
knowing itk going to be hard," 
Mormon historian D. Michael Quinn 
told the Salt Lake Tribune. "With that 
expectation, they're in it for the long 
haul," he said. 

Martha Sonntag Bradley, author of 
Kidnapped From That Land: The 
Government Raids on the Polygamists of 
Short Creek, told the Tribune that de- 
suite the inherent hardshivs. most of . . 
the plural wives she interviewed were Historian D. Michael Quinn 
happy. Many said they enjoy significant says people go into 
relationships with their sister wives polygamy knowing it's 
and feel a strong sense of "corporate going to be hard. 
identity" What it comes down to is, "If 
you end up with a decent man, it seems to work," Bradley says. "But 
if the husband is patriarchal, authoritarian, and cold-hearted, it can 
make a whole bunch of people miserable." 

Some say polygamy can also be difficult for men: Quinn has inter- 
viewed many who have to work two or three jobs to provide for their 
large families. "And even then, the families don't have a lot," he told 
the Tribune. Estimates of the number of polygamists living in the West 
range from 10,000 to 30,000. 

PRES. HINCKLEY DEDICATES 
CAMBODIA FOR PROSELYTING 

IN A PRACTICE dating to the earliest LDS missionary journeys 
abroad, Church President Gordon B. Hinckley, in May, offered a 
prayer in Cambodia dedicating the country for missionary work. 
Accompanying President Hinckley for the dedication, which took 
place on a hillside facing the Mekong River in Phnom Penh, were ten 
full-time missionaries who are assigned to that area. The visit was 
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part of a fourteen-city, fifteen-day tour of eight Asian countries that 
included the dedication of the temple in Hong Kong, the Deseret 
News reported. Thirty years earlier, President Hinckley had offered a 
similar prayer dedicating what was then South Vietnam for prose- 
lyting. 

VA LDS TEACHER KILLS 
HIMSELF AFTER BEING FIRED 

IN PRINCE WILLIAM County, Virginia, Darin Jensen, an LDS high 
school teacher, shot himself after learning he had been fired. Jensen 
had been suspended in April after he had failed to report a class video 
a student had made which showed a girl getting ready for school, in- 
cluding a three-second shot of her without a shirt on. Jensen said the 
video wasn't lewd, telling the FairfawJoumal that, "I'm a Mormon, 
and I would have been offended if it was really lewd." He also had 
told others that he was depressed because of marital problems and 
had spent time in a psychiatric hospital after he had been suspended. 

TENNESSEE TEMPLE SITE FACES 
COMMUNITY OPPOSITION 

IN TENNESSEE, the LDS church is suing the city of Forrest Hills over 
its refusal to change the zoning around the site chosen for a temple. 
"We feel [the city council members] are involved in a Fint 
Amendment violation because they are refusing to rezone the site," 
Alan Erb, the head of the temple site search committee, told BYU's 
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Daily Universe. Erb did say, though, that the council's move was in no 
way related to religious prejudice. The rezoning was denied because 
of three main objections: inconsistency with the character of Forrest 
Hills, potential traffic problems, and the failure of the temple to be 
available to members of the community 

IDAHO MURDERER CLAIMS "BLOOD 
ATONEMENT" INFLUENCED SENTENCE 

THE SO-CALLED blood atonement LDs doctrine was in the news 
during the Idaho trial of James Wood, who was convicted of killing 
an eleven-year-old girl. The Idaho Falls Post-Register reported that the 
Mormon belief in blood atonement is what led a Mormon judge to 
sentence Wood to death and the Mormon defense attorney to give in- 
effectual counsel. The Church said it had no involvement with the 
case and that blood atonement-paying for a murder with the killer's 
own blood-is not an LDS doctrine. 

Wood was raised Mormon but had become inactive. He had re- 
cently joined the Southern Baptist church. Nonetheless, after he was 
found guilty the LDs church excommunicated him. 

"BYU" VA TO OPEN IN SEPTEMBER 
IN A MOVE to help LDS college-age students in the East, two busi- 
nessmen, Glade Knight and Roger Barns, recently bought Southern 
Virginia College with the intention of creating a BYU-like atmosphere 
there. The school, formerly a small, liberal arts college, will remain 

came to interview them Ior tne anniversary 

that they really only want to be left alone 
now, that every time people come asking 
about the bombing, it only brings back old 
nightmares and fears. School psychologist 
Noh1 Sandal1 said, "When the twer 
niversary comes up, let's ignore it." 

his two $20 million jets to help alleviate the Religion an Issue in WA 
cost and time burdens of frequent travel. Gubernatorial Race. In the Washington 
One of the Gulfstreams, which costs about gubernatorial race, Mormon Republican 
$2000 an hour to operate, was recently used to fly Church candidate Pam Roach says her opponent, Ellen Craswell, bashed 
President Gordon B. Hinckley to Madrid for a temple ground- her religion. Roach says Craswell supporters called people to tell 

them that Mormons aren't Christians as well as handed out anti- 
Mormon pamphlets at caucus meetings. Craswell. who is backed 

Ricks Rejects 2200 Applicants. Ricks College, Rexburg, ID, by the Christian Right, denies it, saying that she 
like its parent Church-sponsored school, BYU, is becoming more ligion out of the race. One of her supporters, Jir 
and more elite. This year, 2200 of 6500 applicants were turned was just trying to "speak out for the truth," t 
away, and the freshman grade point average has risen to 3.36. The pamphlets. Craswell said that she respects Roach and her rehgion 

:'s enrollment cap is 7500. and that she told everyone in her campaign not to say 
things about Roach or any other candidate. 

Cokevrlle sombing's Ten-Year Anniversary. May 15 
marked the ten-year anniversary of the Cokeville, WY, Elementary Mormon Temple in Mexico Denied Permit. The LDS church 
School bombing. David and Doris Young took the elementary was denied a permit to build in Mexico the largest LDS temple. The 
school's students hostage for two-and-a-half hours, demanding two temple was planned for the mostly Catholic San Pedro Garza 
million dollars for each one and threatening to blow them all to a Garcia (Mexico City) neighborhood where many of the residents 
"brave new worldn where he ruled. When he went out of the room, were worried about possible problems with polygamy They col- 
his wife accidentally set the bomb off. The Youngs were the only lected thousands of signatures against the proposed temple. 
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Carlos E. Asay, former president of the Seventy, has been 
called, along with his wife Colleen Webb, to preside over the Salt 
Lake Temple. With Elder Asay's release, Elder L. Aldin Porter will 

become the senior member of the 
presidency of the Seventy 

Rodney H. Brady, former 
president and chief executive officer 
of Bonneville International Corp., 
has been named the president and 
CEO of Deseret Management Corp., 
the holding company that oversees 
Church-owned commercial busi- 
nesses. He succeeds Elder Memll J. 
Bateman of the Seventy, who now 
serves as the president of BW. 
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non-sectarian and not affiliated with BYU, but with dorm set-up and 
honor and dress codes similar to BYUS. The students will also be re- 
quired to give two hours of community service a week. 

Although now a co-ed school, Southern Virginia College has been 
a women's college known for its writing and equestrian programs. 
Many of the old faculty and staff are staying on, though some in dif- 
ferent positions. Most of the students are staying, though some de- 
cided to leave once the new standards were announced. 

Knight and Barns hope it will become an alternative to BYU and 
Ricks for those in the East. Enrollment is open for next fall, and the 
new dean of students, Barrus, is hoping to enroll four hundred nu- 
dents. The next issue of SUNSTONE will have a more complete report 
on the college. 

T H E  A L L - S E E I N G  E Y E  

ADMIT IT: you've always wanted to know what Wilford Brimley's, 
Tom BrokawS, Debbi Fields's, and the LDS apostles' houses look like. 
Well, now you can through Utah Celebrities: A Guide to the Stars by 
Boyd Payne (Telestial Books, a Signature Books imprint). A few gen- 
eral findings: a lot of stars own cabins or condominiums that are only 
used during Utah vacations; most of the apostles live in modest 
homes; and the most popular star site, by far, is Park City and Deer 
Valley. Here's a sample of the eighty or so celebrities featured: 

UTAH EXECUTES CHILD KILLER BY 
FIRING SQUAD 

JOHN ALBERT TAYLOR was executed 26 January 1996 by a firing 
squad in Utah for raping and killing an eleven-year-old girl. This was 
the first firing squad execution since Gary Gilmore's in 1977. It is also 
possible that it will be the last: state officials want to take the choice 
of how to die from the condemned and leave it to the discretion of 
the judge on the case. 

Taylor said he wanted to be executed by a firing squad mainly to 
embarrass Utah and the LDS church (he claimed he was fulfilling the 
blood atonement doctrine). In response, Amnesty International and 
the American Civil Liberties Union are both pushing Utah to discon- 
tinue this outmoded form of execution. 

LDS ATHLETE DENIED AWARD 
BECAUSE HE IS NOT "CHMSTMN" 

RECENTLY, AN LDS Tennessee high school athlete was denied the 
Athlete of the Year award on the grounds that he is not a "Christian." 
According to the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, a national high 
school sports organization, Mormons do not qualify as Christians be- 
cause they do not believe in the Trinity and other "fundamental dif- 
ferences in beliefs." Aaron Walker was to be given the award at a 
banquet, but about two weeks before it was held, he was notified that 
he would not receive it. He was elected to receive the award by his 
classmates. Walker and his friends decided to boycott the dinner. 

SALT LAKE IS THE PLACE FOR 
POLYNESIAN GANGS 

GANGS ARE one of the reasons Salt Lake took a violent tumble from 
the top of several "Best Places to Live" surveys. A May 1996 Newsweek 
article made several observations: young Tongans, Samoans, and 
other Pacific Islanders, "believed by some Mormon scholars to be 
members of one of the lost ten tribes," are joining the Church in 
droves-and then joining gangs just as quickly Tonga is now roughly 
45 percent Mormon. Samoa is about a third. And Salt Lake, which is 
93 percent white, is now home to Utah Tongan Crip Gangsters, one 
of the largest and most notoriously violent Tongan gangs in the U.S. 
West. The situation disturbs and puzzles Church leaders like Elder 
Alexander Morrison. "We've got some kids who are believing, who 
say 'The church is important in my life, but I'm still in a gang-I just 
weep for them," Elder Monison told Newsweek. Some say, however, 
that the policy of organizing separate Tongan wards, rather than ab- 

Johnny Carson, long-t~me host of"The Ton~ght Show," o~vns a housc In 
American Flag, Deer Valley. 

Thomas S. Monson,first counselor in the Church's Flrst Presidency, 
lives in Carter's Circle, Holladay. 

sorbing the immigrants into established congregations, has added to Russell M. Nelson, member of the Quorum (d thc  Twelve, lives in 
the alienation that makes gang membership appealing. Normandie Heights, Salt Lake City. 
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BYU RE-ACCREDITED FOR 
ANOTHER TEN YEARS 

TO THE surprise of exactly no one, Bw has been re-accredited for 
another ten years. 

Actually, the Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges 
didn't just re-accredit the university-it gushed. Noting "an impres- 
sive array" of graduates who occupy leadership roles throughout so- 
ciety, the committee said faculty, staff, administrators, and students 
"have an uncommonly pervasive . . . dedication to the institution's 
clearly articulated dual mission of excellence and service to the prin- 
ciples of [the LDS church]." Regarding the last few year's well-publi- 
cized academic freedom rifts, the committee found that the 
university's policies are consistent with the principles outlined in the 
Accreditation Handbook of the Commission on Colleges. (The report did 
note that there is a perception among some faculty members that 
BYU restricts academic freedom.) 

If the report had a down side, it was the attention it gave to the 
university's burgeoning bureaucracy, sinking faculty morale, and 
lack of campus involvement in policy decisions: "There is an over- 
abundance of administrative layers, confusion between staff and line 
functions, and a thick lattice of administrative arrangements that ob- 
scure core administrative systems," the committee reported; morale 
problems are a result of the perceived dearth of academic freedom 
and a lack of upward mobility for some faculty and staff; and evalu- 
ators specifically recommended that BYU make substantial efforts to 
involve students in the formation of institution polices. 

The committee was impressed with BYU5 intercollegiate athletes' 

average GPAS (3.2) and that the sports program is one of only five 
"high profile" national programs that has never had a major NCAA vi- 
olation. Administrators were also commended for the professional 
manner in which they handle school finances. 

PRES. BATEMAN, BOARD WANT TOP 10 
ATHLETIC TEAMS 

IN A MEETING this spring, BYU President Memll J. Bateman made it 
clear just what he and the board of trustees expect out of BYU's ath- 
letes. "I want every one of your teams to be in the Top 10," he is 
widely reported to have said. "That doesn't mean just twenty wins. It 
means being a Top 10 contender," he said. Barbara Lockhart, BYU'S 

faculty athletic representative said the meeting with President 
Batemp was "wonderful." "He outlined his vision for athletes and 
said it is not only his vision, but the vision of the Board of Tiustees," 
she told Cougar Sports Magazine. 

Cougar Sports and other sources reported that President Bateman 
said athletes can open doors that missionaries can't. This is one way 
we can fulfill not only the mission of the Church but the university, 
he said. Kennan Vance, a volleyball player, told Cougar Sports that 
President Bateman specifically mentioned gated Beverly Hills, CA, 
neighborhoods as areas the Church currently cannot go. "One of the 
ways we can get to these people is on television," President Bateman 
reportedly said, "with a Top 10 team on ESPN every week, a Top 10 
football team playing big-name schools each week." "We want to do 
everything necessary [to have Top 10 and Top 20 teams] except com- 
promise our standards," he added. 
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S U N S T O N E  

NEW OFFICE TO FILL PROVOST DUTIES 
IN JUNE 1996, BYU President Menill J. Bateman announced that 
there would be no new provost to fill :he vacancy left by Elder Bruce 
C. Hafen, now a member of the the Seventy Instead, Elder Bateman 
has re-assigned the provost's duties to the academic vice president, 
the president, and a newly created Office of Planning and Budgeting. 
Elder Hafen, after being appointed by President Rex E. Lee in 1989, was the 
only person to serve exclusively in that second-in-command spot. 

Among those staffing the new office are: Janet S. Scharman, former 
associate director of the BYU Counseling and Development Center. 
now vice president of Student Life and dean of students; Ned C. Hill, 
former chair of the BYU Department of Business Management, now 
assistant to the president for planning and budgeting; Cheryl Brown, 
former associate dean of the College of Humanities, now an associate 
academic vice president; and L. Robert Webb, associate academic vice 
president, now director of planning in the Office of Planning and 
Budgeting. 

A W A R D S  
Awarded at the joint meeting of the Mormon History Association in 

Snowbird, Utah, 18 May 1996. 

MORMON HISTORY ASSOCIATION 
Award for Best Book 

MAUREENURSENBACHBEECHER 
Personal Writings of Eliza Roxcy Snow 

(University of Utah Press) 

Ella Larsen Turner Award for Excellence in Biwraohy 
MARY LITHGOE BRADFORD 

Lowell L. Bennion: Teacher, Counselor, Humanitarian 
(Dialogue Foundation) 

Steven F. Christensen Award for Excellence in DocumentarvBiblioaraohy 
JOHN HALLWAS AND ROGER D. LAUNIUS 

Cultures in Conflict: A Documentary History of the Mormon War in Nlinois 
(Utah State University Press) 

Francis M. and Fmilv S. Chipman Award for Excellence in a First Book 
C. MARK HAMILTON 

Nineteenth-Century Mormon Architecture and City Planning 
(Oxford Press) 

BYU Women's Research Institute Award for Excellem I's Studies 
MAUREENURSENBACHBEE( 

"Tryed and Purified as Gold: Mormon WOI 
(BYU Studies) 

Soecial Citation 
DAVID WHITAKER AND BYU STUDIES 

for their work in compiling Mormon Americana: A Guide to Sources 
and Collections in the United States 

(BYU Studies) 

T, Edaar Lvon Award for Best Article 
ROGER D. LAUNIUS 

"The Mtlrders in Carthage: Non-Mormon Reports of the 
Assassination of the Smith Brothers" 

(John Whitmer Historical Journal) 

lr Lvon Award for Excellence in Mormon History 
"' 5NN M. LEONARD 

ng the Nauvoo Legior 
(BYU Studies) 

rd for Excellence in MOI Y 
4 VAN BEEK AND MARIE CORNWALL 
Practice of Plural Marriage: The Social Construction 
3f Religious Identity and Commitment" 

(Religion and Social Order) 
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GO BUY THE BOOK! 
Order these MHA award-winning books from 

Sunstone at 10 percent off the retail price 
(plus postage and handling). 

A top LDS historian 
compiles and 

analyzes some of 
Snow's poignant 

prose. 
w 
$31.50 

The first 
comprehensive study 

of Mormonism's 
nineteenth-century 

architecture. 
&%-w 
$58.50 

A beautiful biography 
of Mormonism's 

"Saint," whose life 
and writings have 

affected LDS theology 
and call to service. 

$+€% 
$22.50 

A tightly written, 
trenchant account of 
a pivotal moment in 

Mormon history. 
sw6 
$34.25 

A senior librarian has 
produced the first 

exhaustive guide to 
all major U.S. reposi- 
tories and sources of 

LDS materials. 
w 
$2 7.00 

Use order form on the inside 
back cover, or call 8011355-5926 

for credit card orders. 
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S U N S T O N E  

Members can now retrieve news, reviews, and information about 
T H E  M 0 R M 0 N  U  N  I  V E  R S  E  Mormon documents at eMHA; online discussion of Mormon history 

is available at mormhist. To subscribe to either service, contact Arden 
Bushman to Speak on "Making Eby, arden@teleport.com. Also, to download Mormon history docu- 
Space For Mormons:' Prominent ments from an FTP site at the University of Utah, contact Scott 
Mormon historian Richard L. Bushman Kenney, 801/222-7567; scottkn&ordperfect.com. 

present "Making 'pace for the Iowa Mormon Trails Association Needs Support. In con- 
Mormons: Ideas Sacred Geography in junction with the sesquicentennial of the beginning of the Mormon 
Joseph Smith's America'" 22 October 19.96' trails across Iowa, the Iowa Mormon Trails Association (IMTA) will be 
7:30 p.m., at the Utah State Universitys receiving a major grant through the Iowa Department of 
Eccles Center This is the Transportation. To receive the full amount, matching dollars are 
second annual Leonard !. Amneton needed. To help, please call Melissa Farrens, 515/347-8873. 
Mormon History Lecture. 

Scholars Discuss Religion's Effect on America. Cleveland 
State University's Levin Colleee of Urban Affairs is organizing an in- 
terdisciplinary conference on the impacts and contributions religious 
institutions have had on American urban life. Send abstracts to 
Patricia Burgess, The Urban Center, Levin College of Urban affairs, 
Cleveland State University, 1737 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio, 
44115; 216/751-1699. 

Bilingual Publication on Canadian Saints Available. The 
Canadian Mormon Studies Association (CMSA) now offers Canadian 
Mormon Studies, a semi-annual newsletter in both French and 
English. CMSA also publishes an annual journal, The Third Eye. To 
subscribe, write 71 Lincoln Cross, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, 
B3M 3S6. 

New Play Looks at Cannon's Trial. The Raid and the Trial of 
George Q. Cannon, an original play by Paul Larsen, can been seen at 
Kingsbury Hall at the University of Utah, 19 September 1996. For in- 
formation, call 801/524-2753. 

Mormon Churches Now on the Internet. The LDS church and 
several other Mormon churches are online. In February 1996, the 
LDS church activated a Web site at http://www.lds.org. It features 
news, official announcements, and basic information about the reli- 
gion. The LDS Church News is available at 
http://www..desnews.com//cn; churchnews@desnews.com. The True 
and Livin: Church ofJesus Christ of Saints of the Last Days, based in 
Manti, Utah, has a Web page at http://www.sisna.com/tlcmanti; tl- 
cmanti@sisna.com. The Web site offers an introduction to the 
church, a calendar of events, apostolic witnesses, and church texts. 
The Restoration Church of lesus Christ of Latter Day Saints has 
started a Web page at h t t p : / / ~ e x e c p c . c o m ~ - t a l o s s a / m t o r a t .  

LDS Anthropologist Tours the Andes. David Knowlton, noted 
Mormon anthropologist and former BW professor, is organizing two- 
week-long tours to Peru and Bolivia. Make reservations for October 
1996. The cost is $2,499, departing from Miami. For details, contact 
Knowlton at 517 West Ca~itol. Salt Lake Citv. Utah. 84103: 801/355- 

Affirmation Meeting Announced. Affirmation: Gav and Lesbian 
Mormons' 1996 International Conference will be in Palm Springs 
11-13 October 1996. For details. call 213/255-7251 or write P 0 .  
Box 46022, Los Angeles, California, 90046. 

BYU Newspaper NOW Online. Brigham Young University's 
campus newspaper the Dailv Universe now can be accessed through 
the Internet at http://newsline.byu.edu; the e-mail address for letters 
to the editor is letters@du2.byu.edu. 

History Association Now Online. Mormon History Association 

C H A N G E S  

The new address for Pioneer Press is 3332 Ft. Union Blvd., Salt 
Lake City, Utah, 84121. 

The Societv for the Socioloeical Study of Mormon Life (SSSML) has 
changed its name to the Mormon Social Science Association (MSSA). 

A N X I O U S L Y  E N G A G E D  

Arkansas Members Aid Tornado Victims. Members and mis- 
sionaries from the Fort Smith Arkansas Stake worked with the Red 
Cross to help the 500 to 600 people who were left homeless after a 
tornado ripped through that area. In addition to shelter and clothes, 
food from a nearby bishops' storehouse was donated to the Baptist 
Men's Cooking Club where over 1000 meals were prepared. 

Church Now Has New Service Agency. Earlier this year, the 
Church stepped up its humanitarian efforts by creating Latter-day 
Saint Charities, an agency that is part of Non-Governmental 
Organizations (NGO), a worldwide fraternity of religious and secular 
efforts. Recently, LDS Charities used its NGO status to go where it 
couldn't before-Cambodia, to help victims of land mines and 
booby traps. Other NGOS include Catholic Relief Services, CARE, and 
the International Committee of the Red Cross. 

Nashville Saints Help Homeless. Over 150 members of the 
Nashville Tennessee Stake were part of a recent fund-raising walk 
sponsored by the Nashville Coalition for the Homeless. Money raised 
will help the local homeless, who have jobs, with housing deposits, 
utilities. and the first month3 rent. 

S U N S T O N E  

Sunstone Finally Embraces the 
Computer Age. Subscribers and friends 
no longer need to rely on so-called snail 
mail to contact Sunstone: our e-mail ad- 
dress is SunstoneUT@aol.com. 

Dates Announced for 1997 
Sunstone Symposium. Mark your 
Franklin Planners: the 1997 Sunstone 
Symposium in Salt Lake City will be 
August 6-9 at the Salt Lake Hilton. (Call 1- 
800-421-7602 for hotel reservations.) 
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S U N  S P O T S  

SWRM SURVIVALIST SEEKS SAME 
AN ANONYMOUS reader recently sent us the following ad from the 
"Survivalist Directory," found in the August 1996 issue of American 
Survival Guide: The Magazine of Self Reliance. We have just two ques- 
tions for that reader: What in heaven's name were you doing reading 
that magazine? and, How did the date go, because the singles scene 
out here has been a little slow. . . 

seeking LDS female recently off mission or 
soon to  be. As partners we can face the 
coming world chaos. I belong to a small LDS 
preparedness group now. Pro-Constitution, 
anti-NWO, pro-gun,  patr iot ic and wel l  
prepared. All serious replies answered. 

O X Y M O R M O N S  

MICROSOFT TO ACQUIRE LDS CHURCH 

THE FOLLOWING "news" brief was recently circulated on the in- 
ternet: SALT LAKE CITY (AP)-In a surprise move that left competitors 
stunned, Microsoft has followed up its successful merger with the 
Roman Catholic Church by announcing a cash buyout of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. In recent weeks, high officials of 
the LDS church (more commonly known as the Mormons) had been 
rumored to be in negotiations with both Novell and Lotus, but the 
Microsoft move came as a complete surprise to most industryheli- 
gious observers. With much of Microsoft's competition based in 
Utah, many current employees of Wordperfect and Novell com- 
mented (anonymously) that they would feel morally obliged to jump 
ship to Microsoft. Novell is countering by pointing to non-competi- 
tive clauses in senior personnek contracts, and urging conversion to 
the Reorganized LDS Church, with whom Novell has entered into 
hasty negotiations. Microsoft officials denied any intent to pirate 
Novell employees with this move, though they indicated that they 
were willing to sell Novell their Eastern Rite Catholic subsidiaries to 
avoid anti-trust action. According to the official press release, 
Microsoft CEO and Pontiff Bill Gates said, "We've been hoping to ac- 
quire the Mormons for a long time. They're a fast growing organiza- 
tion with a large, mobile and highly dedicated sales force with which 
work synergistically with our worldwide Catholic retail outlets. More 
importantly, we're acquiring the LDs "convert-the-dead" technology 
which we will incorporate into OLE 3.0 (scheduled to amve in the 
next versions of Windows and Windows NT, currently code named 
"Rome" and "Jerusalem" respectively)." Gates went on to say, "This 
will expand our user base to generations of usen who never before 
had the chance to purchase Microsoft products." Microsoft insiders 
who declined to be quoted predicted record profits from requiring 
deceased church members to purchase annual upgrades in order to - 

maintain their eternal salvation. 
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