
C r i t i c a l  M a t t e r s  

MORMON PAGEANTS 

I WOULD PROBABLY BE THE LAST ONE TO SUGGEST 
that Orson Scott Card is Mormonism's literary Messiah. I 
have read most of his novels, liked about half of them, 

and (like most good Mormon liberals) fumed until I was red in 
the face over his SUNSTONE columns about homosexuals, 
Salman Rushdie, and Mormon art ("The Hypocrites of 
Homosexuality," Feb. 1990; "Walking the Tightrope," Apr. 
1989; and "Prophets and Assimilationists," Feb. 1989). 
Despite this somewhat mixed review of his overall oeuvre, 
however, I will always be willing to credit Card with having 
written my favorite piece of Mormon literature of all time: the 
short story "Pageant Wagon" in the collection, The Folk of the 
Fringe (Phantasia Press, 1989). 

My reasons for liking this story so much have little to do 

with its technical merits. I read it so long ago, and at such a 
young age, that I can't even remember whether or not it has 
any technical merits. But this story is a crucial part of the first 
serious evaluation of Mormonism and literature that I ever un- 
dertook. 

First, some background. I grew up in a rural Oklahoma 
town, far away from anything that resembled Mormon culture. 
I saw my first and only Mormon pageant-the Manti Miracle 
Pageant-about a year after I returned from my mission. At 
the time, I was a sophomore English major at Bm and was 
starting to form a rather high opinion of my intellectual 
prowess. I was also starting to get caught up in the idea that 
"Literature" (capital L) had value in direct proportion to how 
hard it was to understand. I had just read my first Faulkner 
novel (I think it was Intruder in the Dust), and I was sure that 
nothing any more comprehensible than that could possibly 
have literary merit. 

As one might i m a p e ,  the Manti Pageant was, for me at that 
time. iust one more excuse to 

, > 

feel superior. All the way 
home, I kept telling the people 
in my ward how utterly devoid 
of literary merit the pageant is, 
how Mormons should be 
ashamed of themselves for pro- 
ducing such facile art, and how 
dangerous it is for us to settle 
for cheap sentimentality I had 
it all figured out. 

About six months later, 
somebody lent me a copy of 
The Folk of the Fringe. I read the 
first three stories without 
much interest. But, when I got 
to "Pageant Wagon," some- 
thing happened. The setting 
for the story is a post-apoca- 
lyptic world where Mormons 
have begun to gather back to 
Utah. There is nothing like 
television or radio, so the peo- 
ple rely on "pageant wagons" 
for their entertainment. The 
pageant wagon at the center of 
the story is just an old, beat-up 
cart maintained by a single 
family-a father, a mother, a 
few kids (I forget how many). 
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The family goes around and puts on the old Mormon 
pageants, with each person playlng multiple roles. An outsider 
(non-Mormon) begins to travel with the family, and through- 
out the course of the story, he comes to understand-as do the 
readers-that these simplistic dramas have a profoundly up- 
lifting effect on the community They show the people their 
heritage and give them a link to their religion, their country, 
and the world that they have lost. They provide continuity 
and, ultimately, identity 

At least, this is what I got out of the story. When I finished 
"Pageant Wagon," I felt c~mpletely disoriented. I immediately 
began to reconstruct my Manti pageant experience, not one in 
which I viewed bad art, but one in which I participated- 
along with thousands of other people of my faith-in a mythic 
presentation of our shared heritage. I have never been to an- 
other Mormon pageant, but I still-through the amazing mir- 
acle of selective memory-regard the pageant that I once 
scoffed at as one of the more profound experiences of my life. 

As I think about this experience now, though, I can't help 
wondering how those of use who are interested in "Mormon 
Literature" should deal with things like the Manti Pageant, or 
the Hill Cumorah Pageant, or any of the other pageants of 
Momondom. From a literary standpoint, it is difficult to ex- 
plain why they move so many people; but they seem to do so 
anyway It is not the great art or powerful acting or brilliant di- 
alogue that seem to move us, but the rhetoric of the specta- 
cle-the experience of being surrounded by so many fellow 
Saints while watching a dramatization of things that are sacred 

to us. The experience is definitely literary, but not in any way 
that I seem to be able to pin down. 

Just what is it that keeps so many people coming back? 
MIKE AUSTIN 

Shepherdstown, West Virginia 
<awtin@mtrepid.net> 

originally appeared on aml-list 

T h e  M e d i u m  a n d  t h e  M e s s a g e  

"JUST LIKE HERCULES" 

T HIS SPRING, MY PARENTS SENT MY DAUGHTERS- 
Anna and Molly, ages three and one-a video of the 
Easter story-sort of Hanna Barbera meets the New 

Testament, with Orson Scott Card writing the sentimental 
screenplay It has all the cardboard stereotypes you'd expect: 
the effeminate Pontius Pilate, the bony, hooked-nosed 
Sanhedrin members in prayer shawls, clinking bags of filthy 
lucre. Tree-trunk-necked apostles (though Doubting Thomas 
is a bit feminized, too, until he sees Jesus; then his voice drops, 
and his wrists stop going limp). The virtuous women who 
scold the whining apostles. You know the story. 

The opening scene is the crucifixion. Poor Anna, whose 
previous understanding of Jesus had been limited to the baby 
in Christmas videos, was temfied. We had to fast forward it, 
but she was determined, as usual, to make it through "the 
scary part." We had previously, though not consciously, 

P e c u l i a r  P e o p l e  
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Attitudes toward Sexual Issues 
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NonLDS LDS 

ATTITUDES ABOUT 
SEXUAL ISSUES 

MEMBERS OF THE LDS CHURCH 
tend to be conservative in their atti- 
tudes regarding sexual issues. This find- 
ing comes from responses to the 
General Social Survey conducted by the 
National Opinion Research Center at 
the University of Chicago from 1972 to 
1996. The cumulative survey includes 
over 35,000 responses, 452 of which 
said they are L D ~ .  Respondents to na- 
tional surveys were asked if they are for 
or against sex education in the public 
schools, and if they think sexual rela- 
tions are wrong if the couple is not mar- 
ried, if they are of the same sex, or if it 
is with someone other than their 
spouse. LDS members are more likely 
than are the national population to say 

A - 
premarital, homosexual, and extramarital sex are always wrong. They are also more likely to oppose sex education in public 
schools. The gap between LDS and national attitudes is especially large when it comes to premarital sex. 
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avoided telling her this story, afraid its associations between vi- 
olence and God and death and parental love were too compli- 
cated for a three-year-old mind. After a few more viewings, 
though, she had quickly turned it into a "good guys, bad guys" 
thing, and when the Roman centurions say that "the gods" 
must have taken Jesus' body, Anna exclaimed, "The gods took 
Jesus, just like Hercules." We were left wondering, of course, 
whether religion could be any more dangerous than Disney; in 
her mind, the stories were equally "true." Since then, she's 
watched the movie a dozen times. Once she asked, "Can I 
watch that movie with that little Jesus guy?" 

A few days later, Anna's nursery school teacher told me that 
when her class did its Monday morning "What did you do 
over the weekend" routine, Anna gave them the whole screen- 
play of the Easter video, from the first Lex de Azevedo song to 
the final scene, with Jesus "flymg up into the sky" at the end. 
When the teacher asked her who Jesus was, though, Anna's an- 
swer was: "He's a movie star. When he was a baby, he was in 
The Little Drummer Boy and The Small One." 

So, there you have it: Jesus Christ, moviestar. 
-BRYAN WATERMAN 

Cambridge, Mass. 
<h2oman@bu.edu> 

My C r e e d  

THE TIME FOR JOY IS NOW 

T r a n s l a t e d  C o r r e c t l y  

"SET NO BOUNDS TO YOUR LOVE" 
MATTHEW 5:43-48 

KING JAMES VERSION THE NEW JERUSALEM BIBLE 
Doubleday, 1985 

43 7 Ye have heard that it hath been You have heard how it was said, You will 
said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and love your neighbour and hate your enemy 
hate thine enemy But I say this to you, love your enemies 

44 But I say unto you, Love your ene- and pray for those who persecute you; so 
mies, bless them that curse you, do good that you may be children of your Father in 
to them that hate you, and pray for them heaven, for he causes his sun to rise on the 
which despitefully use you, and persecute bad as well as the good, and sends down 
you; rain to fall on the upright and the wicked 

45 That ye may be the children of your alike. For if you love those who love you, 
Father which is in heaven: for he maketh what reward will you get? Do not even the 
his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, tax collectors do as much? And if you save 
and sendeth rain on the just and on the your greetings for your brothers, are you 
unjust. doing anything exceptional? Do not even 

46 For if ye love them which love you, the gentiles do as much? You must there- 
what reward have ye? do not even the fore set no bounds to your love, just as 
publicans the same? your heavenly Father sets none to his.' 

47 And if ye salute your brethren only, 
what do ye more than others? do not even 
the publicans so? 

48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect. 

1. Joseph Smith and many of our early prophets and leaders 
were brilliant, innovative individuals. Joseph's teachings are beauti- 
ful and inspired. The innocence of children, the glory of leam- 
ing, the importance of progression, recognizing the divine in 
humans, the propensity to think large and see potential, the 
strength derived from community, and the blending of the 
temporal and spiritual all continue to shape and influence my 
life. 

2. My searchfor truth and understanding, which matured as I 
studied the ws scriptures, has become the most compellingforce in 
my life. This search influenced my choice of career and my 
marriage partner. It continues to strongly influence my career 
and leisure pursuits. 1 strive to be unafraid of the truth and its 
consequences. I hope to have the strength to "let the chips fall 
where they may" when the truth makes me uncomfortable or 
indicates I need to change my views or behaviors. I try to have 
tact and judgment when speaking the truth as I see it, but I 
hope to also have the strength to not avoid truth even when it 
makes others feel uncomfortable or has negative consequences 

for me. I admire people who derive con- 
clusions from facts, but I have less and 
less patience with people who derive 
"facts" from their conclusions. 

3. The scriptures contain a lot oftruth, but 
few facts. Our sacred texts are great for 
learning to live a fulfilling, happy life, but 
they are poor for learning about history, 
physics, geography, or biology. 

4. 1 cannot separate the spiritual, the 
emotional, and the physical. These elements 
are inescapably intertwined. This conclu- 
sion has brought me mental serenity, but 
it has also made me regret my past atti- 
tudes and naivete. 

5. Everyone has a spiritual side. For 
some, spirituality bubbles to the surface 
like an artesian well; for others, it only 
surfaces after drilling very deeply This is 
true among the churched and the 
unchurched, the laity and the authorities, 
the exalted and the humble. 

6. People pay a price for membership in 
organizations. I have devoted a good deal 
of time to studylng and thinking about or- 
ganizations. By their dividing labor and 
specialization, facilitating sociality, accu- 
mulating and pooling resources, and by 
their continuity, organizations can be in- 
credibly powerful forces for good. But or- 
ganizations also exact a price from 
individuals in terms of lost liberty, con- 
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tunity to love or to make a difference or to enjoy an experience 
may never come again. Sure, we need to plan, to work toward 
goals, to be sensible, but "men are that they might have joy" 
(2 Ne. 2:25). The time to be joyous is now. 

-JOHN TARJAN 
Bakersfield, Calq. 

T w e n t y  Y e a r s  A g o  i n  S u n s t o n e  

BEAUTY AND UGLINESS 

I N THE JULY/AUGUST 1978 ISSUE OF SUNSTONE, 
in h~ "Saints-Eye View" column, Orson Scott Card reflected 
on John Gardner's then-recent book, On Moral Fiction: 

"In short, it is the duty of the moral artist to affirm, to build, 
to construct-but one of his tools, one of his building blocks 
is ugliness. Beauty and ugliness are not opposites. As Uohn] 
Gardner says, 

The primary intuition of the poet-priest is one of a 
particular sort of order, an order which is partly sen- 
suous, made up of objects loved or hated, partly tran- 
scendent and abstract, a vague but powerful sense of 
the general classes of things which ought to be loved 
or hated; in other words, affirmed or blown to bits. 

idrenuline-- and eidorl?hin produc- 
tion, but they bring no lasting satis- 
faction. The pursuit of wealth, 
power, and fame is the greatest 
source of evil and unhappiness in 
the world. The temptations Jesus 
faced in the wilderness are the cen- 
tral challenges faced by every per- 
son in every age. 

8. Service brings happiness. 
Sensible altruism is the answer to 
almost all of society's questions. It 
should be our highest ideal. 

9. Seize the day. We cannot live 
life to its fullest when we are look- 
ing to the next life, the Millennium, 
the next year, or the next comet. 
Our children will never be children 
again. Our parents and friends will 

The spiritual, the emotional, and the physical are What he loves the artist calls beautiful; what he hates 

inescapably intertwined. This conclusion has brought he has no word for (not 'ugly,' or 'grotesque,' or 'triv- 

me serenity, but also regret. ial,' or 'wicked'), he merely wants it out. 
"If a work of art depicts evil and shows it to be painful, un- 

sumed resources, depersonalized interactions, and neglected rewarding, negative, destructive, bad, then that work of art is 
personal needs. Individuals and organizations alike must con- exactly as moral as one which shows good to be beautiful, up- 
stantly ask: "Is the price too high?" 
If so, organizations need to change 
or individuals need to leave. 

7. Wealth brings comfort and 
pleasure, but little else. Power and 
fame satisfy the ego and stimulate 
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not always be with us. The oppor- 
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lifting, desirable. Art is not moral, be- 
cause it never shows ugliness; art is 
moral because it shows ugliness hon- 
estly. 

"And yet so much of Mormon art 
shows good to be bad! That is, it of- 
ten shows goodness to be puerile, or 
impossible, or-heaven forbid- 
boring. A gooey G-rated film that re- 
duces goodness to niceness does as 
much harm as an X-rated film that 
makes evil seem rewarding, since 
both will move an audience to shun 
the good and espouse the evil. 

"Yet Mormons have a tremendous 
potential for creating moral art, as 
soon as we overcome our preoccupa- 
tion with morality as a synonym for 
virtue. We waste too much time at- 
tacking pornography when we 
should be attacking puerility; trylng 
to ban the R-rated film when we 
should be trylng to protect our chil- 
dren from mindlessness and destruc- 'What he's not drunk, but jtst old and can't get up? 
tive worldviews. Anyone who has Hor-rible to think, Shura, that you left him lying in the snow. " 
seen a predominantly Mormon high 
school classroom with its appalling 
lack of respect for the teacher and the subject matter can see So I go to take his arm and help him up. I pull, and he does- 
that we may be keeping our children from dirt, but we are not n't move an inch. His knees are sliding on the snow So I grab 
providing anything to fill the vacuum." his hand, his fat, wrinkled, sausage fingers, with my right 

hand, and I grab the trash can with my left hand, and I brace 

In t he  Wor ld  against h s  feet with my feet, so he won't slide, and I pull as 
hard as I can. He doesn't move an inch. 

EASTER STORY "I fell down," he says again. "And I can't get up." And he 
doesn't seem too worried about it. 

S PRING CAME TO ESTONIA AND SURPRISED US ON I am irritated that my efforts to help are accomplishing 
Easter morning with a blizzard the likes of which we have nothing. Well, it is just not that slippery, I say to him in my 
not seen all winter. Not terribly cold, but snowing all day head. And you could get up if you weren't drunk. The last word 

with a northeast wind. I sat home all afternoon with the snow I don't even say in my mind, because it is just too . . . not nice. 
drifting higher against the windows, listening to Easter music But I am thinking it all the same. 
on the radio in Estonian, English, Russian, Latin, German. "Well, if you can't get up," I say to him impatiently, "you'll 
Easter for everybody By late afternoon, though, I decided to go just have to stay there." 
out. I decided to go for a run. Dress up a bit, with my wind suit And I go back to my run, because I'm chilled now, having 
on, and it will be fine. Besides, the fresh snow is so lovely stood still for so long in the wind, and I'm not dressed for 

I set out on my usual route. As I come round the first cor- standing still. If he's still there when I come by on the way 
ner, the bus stop shelter on my street, I see a man lylng on the back, I say to myself, then maybe he'll be more interested in 
ground. He is holding on to the trash can and moving his legs malung an effort, and maybe then I'll help him. 
helplessly I stop next to him, and look, and see that he doesn't I run about a mile and a half out, as far as the drive-thru 
look at all injured. He's an older man, in a thick, brown pile McDonald's sign, and then turn around and start back. It's 
coat and worn-out black shoes. He's wrinkled, but he's big and beautiful, all the new snow, but it's not easy The footing is 
solid, built like a bear. tricky, and the wind is gusting and blowing snow in my face. 

I walk over and pick up his hat, which has fallen off in the All the way, I talk to myself encouragingly in Russian. 
snow. I try to put it on his head, but it falls off again. So I hand Oh, Shura, molodets, I say to myself. Come on, Shura, just keep 
it to him. "Oh, beautiful child," he says to me. His face is going. Oh, you are so molodets. "Molodets" is an all-purpose 
round and wrinkled like a pumpkin left in the field all winter. Russian word that means good and brave and smart and every- 

"I fell down," he says. "And I can't get up." thing all rolled together. It is what you are if you get the right 
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answer in class; it is what you are if you score the winning goal 
in soccer. And it is exactly what you are if you run three miles 
in the snow and the wind. 

First mile: Oh, Shura, molodets. Second mile: Molodets, 
Shura. Keep your head down, and just keep going. When I am on 
the last quarter mile, I can just barely see my comer bus stop 
ahead in the snow, and I remember the old man on the 
ground. If he IS still there, I think, now I can help him up. 
Even if he is a bit drunk, he can't stay on the ground in the 
snow with the wind blowing on him. And what if he's not 
drunk, but just old and can't get up. Homble to think, Shura, 
that you left him there. 

I think about how I will help him up, brush him off. Make 
sure that he gets his old, fur hat firmly on his head, that he gets 
inside the bus stop shelter out of the wind, until he can get on 

the next bus. 1 even think of a little joke. Khristos voskres, I will 
say to him, the traditional Russian greeting for Easter day. 
Christ is risen. And you, too, have risen. 

But as I come up to the bus stop, I see he is gone. I see the 
bare spot in the snow where he was. But he is not there any 
more. Somebody else must have helped him up, helped him 
get on the bus and get home. 

I turn the comer to my street, to the last hundred yards to 
my house, and the wind and the snow come at me full in the 
face. Oh, Shura, I think, You are not much molodets. Or gyou are, 
it is only after it is too late. 

-CHERIE WOODWORTH 
Estonia 

<cwoodwor@eol. ee> 

- - - - - 
MORMON INDEX 

Estimated total number of Mormon pioneers who crossed plains from 1847 to 1869: 60,000 

Current number of Saints in the Africa Area: 59,000 

Percentage of LDS men vs. LDS women who feel that their mamage relationship is equal for household chores: 6.5 : 6.8 
Average number of hours LDS men and women report they spend a week preparing meals: 3.7 : 12.7 

washing dishes: 3.6 : 8.8 
maintaining auto: 5.2 : 10.8 

outdoor tasks: 7.5 : 4.8 

Ratio of boxes of Jell-0 sold per capita in Utah to the rest of the United States: 4 to 1 

Number of Church presidents to visit mainland China before President Hinckley did in 1996: 0 

Chances that a person contacted by missionaries out tracting will be converted: 1 in 1,000 

Chances of conversion of a person who first meets missionaries in a friendk home: 1 in 2 
Number of LDs athletes to win medals at Olympics: 16 

Number of Olympics medalists to later convert to Mormonism: 4 

Estimated amount of tithes collected by the Church in 1996: $5.2 billion 
Percentage of 1996 Church-received tithes contributed by American Saints: 94 

Percentage of LDS who are U.S. citizens: 49 

Percentage of Joseph Smith's cannonized revelations that explicitly address financial matters: 79 

Typical length of time a Church welfare recipient stays on the dole: 11 weeks 

Average cash value a Church welfare recipient receives during that time: $300 

Number of attendees at BW'~ 1997 Education Week: 30,000 

Percentage of Education Week attendees who were women: 60 

Number of times a complete General Conference has been canceled: 1 

Percentage of Church membership currently living in Utah: 17 

Percentage of Church membership living in Utah fifty years ago: 55 

Number of years since a new, free-standing building had been built at Ricks College until the recent John Taylor Building: 17 

1,2 1997-1998 Church Almanac (Deseret News). 176, 178; 3.4 T. Heaton, K. Goodman, T Holman, "In Search of a Peculiar People: Are Mormon Families Really 
that Different?" in Contemporary Mormonism: Soclal Sc~ence Perspectives (Illinois). 95. 104; 5 Salt Lake Tribune, 3 Mar. 1997, Al; 6 1997-1998 Church Almanac 

(Deseret News); 7,8 Rodney Stark, The Rise of Christianity: A Sociolagrd Reconsiders Histov (Princeton). 18, 18; 9,10 D. M~chael Quinn, Mormon Hierarchy: Extensions 
ofPaver (Signature), 813, 813, 159; 11,12,13.14,15.16 Time, 4 Aug. 1997, 53, 53,55,55.57,57; 17,18 Salt Lake Tribune. 24 Aug. 1997, C1; 

19 Deseret News, 4 OCL. 1997. E2; 20.21.22 W S  Church News, 20 Sept. 1997, 5, 5,7. 

JUNE 1998 

- -~ 

PAGE 2 1 


