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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS ON A RAFT 
THE ODYSSEY OF DEVERE BAKER 

By Samuel W Taylor 
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To save the world from Communism, DeVere Baker, shown 
aboard the Lehi IV, spent his life building and sailing rafts to 

prove to the world that the Book of Mormon was true. 

S AN FRANCISCO has always loved ec- 
centrics and off-beat characters. On 30 
December 1970, when DeVere Baker 

returned from a trip to Australia, the San 
Francisco Chronicle greeted him with the 
headline, "Indomitable Raftsman Is Planning 
Another Lehi." The "lovable drifter" has trav- 
eled in "unaccustomed fashion aboard the 
luxury liner Mariposa," a far cry from the rafts 
which Baker had been planning, promoting, 
building, and drifting on for a quarter cen- 

tury 
"For latecomers to Captain Baker's un- 

ending saga," the paper reported, the raft Lehi 
VI, still on the drawing board, "was pro- 
ceeded by Lehi I through Y all home-built 
drifting craft that met with a variety of fates." 

It was not Baker's purpose in the Lehi ad- 
ventures that caused the tongue-in-cheek at- 
titude of the paper, but rather the 
conclusions he drew from them. He was at- 
tempting to do what the Norwegian scientist 

SAMUEL W TAYLOR, who  died earlier this year (see page lo), delighted in quirky Mormons. In ad-  
dition to this story of DeVere Bakel; he published in SUNSTONE "Annalee Skarin: Was She 
Translated Correctly!" (Apl:  1991). 

Thor Heyerdahl had done, to prove that 
some New World races could have originated 
in the Old World and have populated the 
Pacific islands. In July, just five months previ- 
ously, Heyerdahl's RA 11, a raft of papyrus 
reeds such as the ancient Egyptians had 
used, had completed a voyage of 3,270 miles 
across the Atlantic from the north African 
port of Safi to Bridgetown at the island of 
Barbados in the West Indies. Heyerdahl's 
1947 Pacific voyage on the balsa-wood raft, 
Kon-Tiki, had indicated that the islands could 
have been, in turn, populated by emigrants 
from the Americas. 

Baker, however, projected the evidence a 
giant step beyond: to verify "ancient records" 
by establishing that people of America ar- 
rived from the Old World. To Baker, this 
meant proving that the Book of Mormon is 
the word of God. The existence of God 
would be a matter of scientific  roof. which. 

L .  

in turn, would destroy Godless Commun- 
ism. Peace would reign. He and the Lehi 
would save civilization from destroying itself 
with atomic warfare 

Such was the message behind the twenty- 
five-year odyssey of the Lehi. Baker had 
peached it from-the lecture platform and se- 
cured remarkable publicity through radio, 

newspapers, motion pictures, and books. 
Whether or not the Chronicle reporter be- 
lieved a raft was the key to world peace, no 
one could question Baker's sincerity He had 
sacrificed his personal wealth, future career, 
health, social status, and church position to 
the crusade. He had devoted almost half his 
life to it. 

"Hardly had the Mariposa made fast at 
Pier 35 than Baker was tackling his favorite " 
themes of peace, pornography anthropology, 
and, of course, drifting," the paper said. "In a 
sense, he is hoping to wrap up all of these 
weighty subjects up in one ball of twine 
through the device of Lehi VI." 

The newspaper's attitude didn't bother 
Baker; he was used to it. He appreciated the 
story, in fact, because he knew the value of 
publicity and desperately needed a financier 
for his last raft. He was living on borrowed 
time. Though he was only in his mid-fifties, 
tall, vigorous, of legendary strength, hand- 
some (a remarkable look-alike of the swash- 
buckling movie star Errol Flynn), his 
apparent vitality was only a shell. He had had 
three heart attacks and a stroke. He had just 
one more chance, he believed, to save the 
world from destruction. 

Since World War 11, he had been con- 
vinced that warfare would destroy modem 
civilization as it had the Book of Mormon 
people. Baker wanted his beautiful wfe, 
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Nola, and two charming daughters to enjoy a 
world at peace. 

Then one day, the solution of the world's 
most serious problem flashed upon him. He 
was struck by the similarities between the 
Book of Mormon and volume nine of Lord 
Kingsborough's Antiquities of Mexico. "These 
two widely separated records paralleled and 
substantiated one another as if written by the 
same hand," he said. This coincidence estab- 
lished the mode of crossing the seas to 
America and the flourishing of the ancient 
civilization. 

Full of discovery, Baker tried his theory 
on the LDS congregation of Petaluma, 
California, where he was ward bishop. The 
people liked it. However, they already be- 
lieved in the Book of Mormon. How could he 
bring the message to the Gentiles? 

Then came the answer-and the call. 
The answer was in the Book of Mormon. 

At the Lord's command and guidance, the 
patriarch Lehi had constructed a ship. Then 
"the voice of the Lord came unto my father, 
that we should arise and go down into the 
ship," whereupon "we did put forth into the 
sea and were driven forth before the wind to- 
ward the promised land," arriving "after we 
had sailed for the space of many days. (1 Ne. 
18:5,8,23.) 

There it was. According to Baker's calcula- 
tions, Lehi set sail from the Bay of Oman in 
the Persian Gulf in 589 B.C., floated with the 
currents across the Arabian Sea and around 
the southern tip of India, across the Bay of 
Bengal and through the Straits of Malacca be- 
tween Sumatra and continental Asia. Then 
he had gone north through the South China 
Sea, between Asia and the Philippines, past 
the eastern coast of Japan, then across the 
Pacific to Guatemala or Honduras in 
America-promised land. 

If someone were to repeat Lehi's voyage in 
the modem age, it would verify the Book of 

Mormon account. This would prove the exis- 
tence of the living God. The world would 
rally to the faith. Godless Communism 
would collapse. Peace would reign. 

Such was the answer, and DeVere Baker's 
call-literally, to save the world. 

ITH Nola's "consent and sup- 
port," Baker "liquidated all mate- 
rial possessions," including his 

home, drive-in, factory, and car. With the 
money, he returned to the shipyard he had 
owned at Sausalito during World War I1 and 
began building a raft, the Lehi. 

Baker had announced that he and the 
crew would live off the sea, eating fish, 
drinking solar-distilled water. Why? The an- 
cient craft of the patriarch Lehi had been well 
provisioned. ~ a k e r  had to feel inspired. 

The plan was to drift on a shakedown 
cruise to Hawaii then load the raft aboard a 
freighter and ship it to the Gulf of Oman 
while Baker returned to the U.S. for a three- 
month lecture tour. He then would rejoin the 
crew and embark on the nineteen-thousand 
mile journey across the Pacific to Central 
America. 

On 3 July 1954, the Lehi was christened 
by Miss California, Lee Ann Meriwether (a 
Mormon), then towed through the Golden 
Gate and released in the open sea. The plan 
to live off the sea didn't work, and with fog, 
high seas, and a howling gale, on the after- 
noon of the sixth day at sea, the Lehi sent out 
an S.0.S. The banana freighter Metapan res- 
cued the crew and cut the raft loose. The 
only thing Baker salvaged from a year's work 
and thirty thousand dollars was the raft's bell, 
a souvenir from the destroyer Shaw, gven 
him as a good luck piece. The raft continued 
with the ocean currents, being sighted and 
boarded several times over the subsequent 
years. 

The fiasco acutely embarrassed Bay Area 

Mormons. The Deseret News never printed 
word of Baker's further activities. A lesser 
man might have crept into a hole to lick his 
wounds, but Baker immediately liquidated 
all remaining assets, borrowed to his credit 
limit, and began building Lehi 11. 

He spent almost another year working on 
the new craft, but its voyage was even shorter 
than that of the first raft. There was trouble 
among the crew. An ambitious crew member 
set sail without notify~ng Baker, who char- 
tered a boat and set out in chase. When 
Baker again was in command, he could do 
nothing but continue the voyage, despite 
storm warnings. A violent storm struck, and 
on the third night, the Lehi 11 radioed for 
help. Baker wanted a tow to port, but the 
Coast Guard refused. He could either accept 
rescue of the crew or stav with the raft. Baker 
stood by the rescue boat's rail and watched 
Lehi 11 disappear into the darkness. 

The Lehi 11 drifted down the coast until it 
beached at a lagoon in Mexico. A local family 
dragged it to higher ground and moved in, 
happy with their forty-thousand dollar 
house. 

Why had Baker abandoned two perfectly 
seaworthy rafts? With all the newspaper and 
TV publicity, with my own interviews with 
him and with others involved, and in the 
four (subsidized) books published about the 
Lehi saga, there is one single clue: In the book 
The Raft Lehi lL! Baker tells of being haunted 
by a recurring nightmare after abandoning 
Lehi I. "Vivid as though I were again in the 
midst of nature's violence, came the gray- 
green wall of water, storm-whippea to a-fury 
and rising thirty to sixty feet high." Baker, an 
iron man of legendary physical strength, had 
cracked: "On Lehi I ,  I discovered I had a fear 
of the ocean." For the first time in his life, he 
was in the gnp of helpless terror. He had 
been abandoned Lehi I and 11 in panic. Worst 
of all, he had failed his divine mission. But 
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pride, and yes, faith in Mormon scripture 
and in his destiny, forced him back into the 
sea. Only these can explain Lehi 111, Lehi I\! 
Lehi Y and Lehi VI. 

While the two previous rafts had been 
built to conquer the sea, Lehi I11 was designed 
to conquer Baker himself. 

The former highly popular bishop had 
lost caste among his own people after Lehi 1, 
Following the second fiasco, he was a veri- 
table untouchable, particularly when Nola 
took a job to keep food on the table while her 
husband vainly tried to promote funds to 
build yet another raft. 

"They have said about everything they can 
say about me," he admitted, to a reporter. "So 
from now on it doesn't bother me." 

No, not much. 
Baker finally built Lehi 111 behind locked 

doors in his garage. In mid-March, curious 
neighbors gathered as he opened the garage 
door, backed his car to a homemade flat-bed 
trailer. and vulled it forth with a curious 
structure atop it-an 8' x 10' plywood box. 
At the rear was attached the bell from the 
Shaw. This was Lehi 111. 

Neighbors blinked. This was only the 
cabin. Where was the rest of it? 

That would come later, Baker explained. 
He would sail the plywood cabin southward 

& ,  

along the coastal waters on a shakedown 
cruise before constructing a raft beneath it 
for the triv to Hawaii. What he didn't add 
was that on this trip, he had to find a sponsor 
to finance the raft. 

On 19 March 1957, in the fragile box, he 
set sail from Bodega Bay, ~alifomia, accom- 

panied by Crawford Hartley, a veteran of Lehi 
11, and Baker's dog, Tangora, after a 
Polynesian sea god. This was a gmmick, yes. 
The idea of setting sail on the Pacific in a 
fragle plywood box caught the public imagi- 
nation, and he needed publicity But it also 
was a supreme act of bravery. Twice unrea- 
soning terror had caused DeVere Baker to 
abandon sturdy and unsinkable rafts. Now 
with the floating eggshell, he was not only 
confronting the sea but challengng himself. 

As he drifted south down the rugged 
California coast, a curious ship steered close 
for a better look at the yellow bobbing box 
and almost foundered it. As Lehi 111 neared 
San Luis Obispo, Hartley called it quits. For 
the next three days and two nights, Baker 
kept on alone, afraid to doze off for fear of 
drifting onto the rocks. He pulled into port at 
Avila to get some sleep and two more volun- 
teers. 

In Los Angeles, Baker was a celebrity, but 
he couldn't find a sponsor for the raft, nor a 
car agency to display Lehi I11 for seventy dol- 
lars a week. Farther south, at Redondo Beach, 
he h t  the jackpot. After hearing Baker's pitch 
about proving God and destroying 
Communism, the city council financed the 
raft which, with the cabin on it, became Lehi 
1V Upon his triumphant return trip from Asia 
on the raft, Baker intimated, the first port of 
call would be Redondo Beach. 

On the sixty-ninth day at sea, the Lehi 1V 
amved at Kahului harbor on Maui, towed by 
a fishing boat, the Amberjack, with a Coast 
Guard cutter alongside and a plane overhead, 
while two thousand people applauded the 

"What makes you think your bishop should underst~nd you? 

successful completion of the voyage to 
Hawaii. 

Baker was again an instant celebrity Nola 
and her two grls amved by plane, and the 
family occupied a penthouse suite at the 
Waikiki Biltmore, guests of United States 
Overseas Airlines. There was a round of ban- 
quets, escorted tours, shindigs, radio, and TV 
shows. 

One problem remained, what to do about 
~angoroa. A dog couldn't enter Hawaii until 
after a quarantine of 120 days. News of 
Tang's plight made the dog a celebrity, and 
the FIR. department of the U.S. Navy, who 
knew a story when it saw one, took over. 
While thirteen officers and 260 enlisted men 
stood at attention on the u.S.S. Kawishiwi. 
Tangoroa was piped aboard and officially in- 
ducted as "seaman first class," official mascot. 
Tang's tour of duty was cut short, however, 
by the demands of show biz, and he was dis- 
charged with the rank of Master Chief Petty 
Officer (K-9) to join the Baker family for the 
Hollywood treatment, climaxed by the ulti- 
mate ~innacle of the celebrity circuit at the 
time, Baker becoming a subject for Ralph 
Edward's This is Your Lqe TV show. 

Tang rode around in his own new Ford 
Falcon, presented by a publicity-seeking 
dealership. And with the help of a ghost 
writer, the dog wrote a book, The Raft Dog. I 
picked up a copy on the bargain table of Sam 
Weller's Zion Book Store for two dollars. It is 
one of the most curious items of Mormon lit- 
erature. 

The puppy tells of dreams where Baker's 
daughter, Tammy, explains the purpose of 
the raft's voyage and also tells him the story 
of the ~ o o k - o f ~ o r m o n .  And tell it she does, 
for more than ten thousand words. The 
puppy also learns the principle of the Golden 
Rule and grasps the concept of his pre-mortal 
existence before coming to this world. 

Certainly we must admit that Tang was a 
most remarkable puppy-dog. He could talk, 
think, know the true gospel, and write a 
book. Certainly, worth the two dollars. 

With Baker on the Hollywood circuit, 
what of the raft? While the trip to Hawaii was 
only the shakedown cruise. when the 
Adventurers Club proposed building a mu- 
seum to house the historic vessel, Baker gave 
them Lehi 1V "After all, I still have my two 
hands," he explained. "I can always build an- 
other Lehi." 

It wasn't really that simple. Obviously, the 
Hawaiian voyage was much more than a 
shakedown cruise. After years of humiliation, 
Baker had vindicated himself. The trip had 
focused vublic attention on the raft and its 

You're a liberal Mormon, Ethan, for gosh sakes!" purpose. Baker's gift of the raft can be under- 
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DeVere Baker's rafting exploit's fame brought notice and notoriety to Mormonism. 

Mormons first cheered his attempts to promote the Book of Mormon; later, they ignored them. 

stood only in light of his subsequent plans: a 
showman, Hollywood style, he now delayed 
the big climax until the final scene of the last 
act. 

Ironically, as the Lehi N sat waiting for the 
museum to be completed, "It was set afire 
and burned by the people on whose land the 
raft had been deposited," the San Francisco 
Examiner reported. At a cost of fifty thousand 
dollars, it provided "more of the comforts of 
home than the Israelites had," including "air- 
conditioning, electric power, refrigerator1 
freezer, electric blankets-and even a 
portable garden." 

"We are not trying to prove how uncom- 
fortable we can be," Baker had told a reporter 
at its launching on 5 May 1962. "We're just 
trying to prove that the ocean currents could 
have brought the forefathers of the Inca, 
Aztec, and Maya from Jerusalem." 

I interviewed DeVere and Nola in Holly- 
wood while the raft was on the first leg a 
planned round-the-world tour. He asked my 
advice in putting together a documentary 
movie of the Lehi N voyage. The problems 
were all too obvious. A novice photographer, 
Baker hadn't taken a cameraman on the trip, 
but had shot the footage himself, hand-held, 
with an 8-mm home-movie camera. During 
periods of exciting action, he had been too 
busy to take pictures. 

I suggested that he re-shoot much of the 
footage under controlled conditions with a 
professional cameraman and director, 
working from a professional script. All he 
needed was a prop raft on water-the sea 
looks the same everywhere-to re-create 
what had happened in the most effective 
manner. 

Baker thanked me for the advice but took 
none of it. He had ego in abundance. When 
later, on a rainy night, I drove to Sausalito for 
the world premier of The Raft Lehi, I saw a 
mediocre home movie-in show-biz terms, 
a dog. 

During the Hollywood interview, Baker 
told me that the Lehi V would float down the 
coast of Mexico, then be hauled overland to 
Veracruz. It would drift up the Atlantic coast, 
arriving at New York for the opening of the 
World's Fair in 1964. It would then float 
across the Atlantic, be towed through the 
Mediterranean and the Red Sea, and at 
Oman, finally and at long last, would begin 
the voyage across the Pacific to America for 
which the first Lehi had been designed. Upon 
arriving at Guatemala-eight in thk fu- 
ture-Baker intended to hang up his com- 
pass. "Every man has his breaking point," he 
told me. "By that time, I will have had 
enough." 

Things didn't go according to schedule. 
Baker surfaced in San Francisco in 1966, still 
promoting the Lehi Y which was still in the 
Pacific. The 6 November Examiner reported 
that at age fifty-one, Baker had "suffered 
three heart attacks and a mild stroke." Baker 
declared, "1 feel good now, and the doctors 
say I can make the trip." 

It is unclear just what his plans were 
when the Lehi V beached on the coast of 
South America. Once more he abandoned a 
raft, and when "The Indomitable Raftsman" 
again surfaced at San Francisco in December 
1970, it was with plans for a bigger and 
better boat. Lehi VI would be eighty feet long 
by thirty wide. It would be equipped with 

radio-telephone, electric lights, and food 

freezers. "The interior of the cabin will be like 
a palace," Baker told George Draper of the 
Chronicle. Estimated cost was 250 thousand 
dollars, and where the money was coming 
from was anybody's guess. Draper reported 
that Baker had worn out his welcome at 
Redondo Beach. When Mayor William E 
Czuleger was asked about further sponsor- 
ship, he exploded. 

AKER was then unaware of the pre- 
vious month  event that had really 
ended his quarter-century career. On 

23 November, the Chronicle reported "How 
Michael and Marie Sailed Across the Pacific." 
A thirty-one-year-old Australian attorney, 
Michael Wignall, and his wife, Marie, had ar- 
rived with their thirty-foot sloop, Carmen, 
after an eight-thousand-mile trip from Port 
Moresby, New Guinea, that had begun 14 
July During the trip, the sloop had been 
overturned twice in a storm, its cabin 
smashed. A radio was aboard, but its range 
was only about fifty miles. 

"I never really thought of sending for help 
anyway," Wignall said. "I knew we were 
going to cope with the problem. It was just a 
question of staylng awake and doing what 
had to be done. Anyway, we were fifteen 
hundred miles from land, and who was 
going to hear us or help us?" 

Baker didn't realize that in the public's 
mind, the voyage of the Carmen took the 
wind out of his sails. A craft had drifted from 
the Old World to the New. To a public not in- 
terested in authenticating the Book of 
Mormon, Baker's projected voyage would 
prove nothing new. 

During that same November 1970, a raft 
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with a crew of four men finished drifting the - 
opposite direction, from Ecuador to Australia 
on a trip that had begun 2 May and ended at 
Mooloolabe, eighty miles north of Brisbane, 
on 5 November. The La Balso was made of 
balsa logs, forty feet long and fifteen wide, 
with a deckhouse of reeds with a thatched 
roof. the New York Times revorted. The 
journey was some three thousand miles far- 
ther than the 1947 voyage of Thor Heyerdahl 
in the Kon-Tiki. 

This brings up the question of why the 
kh i  IV had to stop at Hawaii, Why couldn't it 
have continued drifting west, as Heyerdahl 
had done in the Ra ll? 

In November 1977, came word from Al- 
Quma, Iraq, that promised the final answer 
to what had been the Lehis' objective. Thor 
Heyerdahl had completed a reed boat, the 
Tigris, which he would launch at the conflu- 
ence of the Tigns and Euphrates rivers- 
known as the-cradle of &lization-and 
would sail into the Persian Gulf and through 
the Gulf of Oman to the Arabian Sea and the 
Indian Ocean. 

This was the route of the vatriarch Lehi in 
the Book of Mormon and was to have been 
the beginning of the raft Lehi's voyage. 

~eyerdahl's objective was to determine 
how far the ancient Sumerians could have 
gone with such a craft and where they actu- 
ally did drift. He planned to sail until he 
sank, a "voyage of destruction." 

After a dangerous ten-week voyage along 
the oil-tanker route in the Indian Ocean, 
during which his reed boat was nearly 
swamped by high seas and careless ships, 
Heyerdahl put into Djibouti on the Gulf of 
Aden near the Red Sea and burned his boat 
in protest against the wars raging in the Horn 
of Africa. Thus ended what could have been 
the final link of the Lehi's voyage. And it 
ended Heyerdahl's voyages. 

The ws Church News of 29 July 1978 
said, "The geography of the Book of Mormon 
has intrigued some readers of that volume 
ever since publication. But why wony about 
it?" Attempting to pinpoint various locations 
is fruitless because the narrative "does not 
give evidence of such locations in terms of 
modem geography" If the Lord wants the ge- 
ography of the Book of Mormon known, he 
would reveal it. Meanwhile, "Why not leave 
hidden the things the Lord has hidden?" 

Two years later, on 28 June 1980, the 
Japanese raft Yasei-go 111, slipped through the 
Golden Gate after a ten-thousand-mile 
voyage and berthed at the San Francisco 
Yacht Club in Belvedere. "The craft is a 
wooden double-canoe of the type used in 
primitive times for long voyages in the South 

Pacific," the San Francisco Chronicle reported. 
"It is part of a research project to check out 
evidence that Japanese sailors spread 
Japanese culture in the North and South 
American continents in ancient times." 

N 1980 DeVere Baker was living in 
Cache Valley, Utah, and promoting a g -  
gantic deal in oil shale. According to his 1. 

1990 obituary in the Los Angeles Times, in 
1980, he had made a brief bid for the nation's 
presidency as a world people candidate but 
withdrew after a loss in the Democratic pri- 
mary in New Hampshire. 

"The other candidates are all million- 
aires," he said at the time. "At least I will gve 
them the people's choice-someone who's 
broke." 

On 5 December 1990, Baker departed 
this vale of tears to sail on the great k h i  in 
the sky If he failed in his quest, it wasn't from 
aiming low. E3 

SOURCES 

Launching the kh i ;  The Story of the k h i  @edition, by 
John Keith Pope. 32 pp., 1954.8 x 10 inches pa- 
perback. Published before the voyage of k h i  l, it 
gives the scope and aim of the original plan. 

"Quetara" and the Raft k h i ,  by DeVere Baker (4th ed.. 
1957) 61 pp. This is a literary curiosity in more 
ways than one. It is unusual for a vanity book to 
have four editions. A small, slim paperback, at 
just 41R x 6 inches, just half the size of a stan- 

dard book, it is, says Baker, "The d~stillation of 
three books written over the space of fifteen 
years." The story is a space opera. An atomlc sci- 
entist is kidnapped by ~mmortal beings in a flying 
saucer. The reason is to convert him to work for 
peace, not war. Commanding the craft is Quetara. 
a gorgeous girl (a lookalike of Ava Gardner, a 
movie queen of the period, in features, hairdo, 
and dress). The scientist and Quetara fall in love, 
but marriage n impossible between an earthling 
and an immortal. So, on returning to Earth, the 
scientist devotes h~mself to working for peace 
while waiting the union with Quetara in the here- 
after. 

The Raft k h i  Sixty-nine Days Adrift on the Pa@ 
Ocean, by Captain DeVere Baker (Long Beach, 
Calif.: Whitehorn Publishing Company, 1959), 
372 pp. T h s  was probably ghostwntten by Ora 
Pate Stewart, who also ghosted The Raft Dog. The 
literary style is much different from Baker's 
Quetara. The book consists of the log of the sixty- 
nine-day voyage, plus the subsequent festivities of 
the celebrity circuit. Also ~ncluded is the major 
portion of Quetara and a bibliography 

The &ft Dog: Tangoroa Aboard the Lehi, by Nola Baker, 
(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 19601, 279 pp. Baker 
told me he paid Ora Pate Stewart fifteen hundred 
dollars to ghostwrite the book. He then paid ten 
thousand dollars to the publisher to print it, 
which is a commentary on the relative value of 
creation to marketmg. In Tang's dream, Tammy 
not only tells him the story of the Book of 
Mormon but also takes him to explore various an- 
cient ruins in Central America that substantiate 
the book's authenticity The puppy-dog is also 
convinced that the k h i i  voyage from Arabia to 
America will prove the existence of God and thus 
destroy Godless Communism. 

CYCLING 
It is death5 dance 
that delivers 
on promises. 
The thick stemmed zinnias 
startled by the cold 
drop their fading faces 
in the mulch 
of the approaching 
winter garden 
seeding the earth - 

with their own demise 
as manic 
in the wind 
they rise and fall 
like children riding alone 
for the first time. 

-FRANCES DOWNING HUNTER 
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