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"To HAVE A ROBUST, MULTI-PARTY SYSTEM" 
Transcript of Salt Lake Tribune interview with Elder Marlin K. Jensen 

InJanuary 1998, the LDS church's First Presidency sent local Church leaders 
in the United States a letter to be read in Mormon wards encouraging Saints 
to be involvedfrom their own initiative and judgment in bettering American 
civic I$. First Presidency letters of this genre are as regular as elections, and 
probably most listening Saints paid little heed to this one's actual words. 

But Salt Lake Tribune reporter Dan Harrie did, and he noticed what he 
thought was a slight d$ference from past missives: this one encouraged 
Latter-day Saints to runfor offices as well as to be involved in the process, 
and it also encouraged members to be involved in the political party "oftheir 
choice" (see sidebarfor complete text). Harrie called Chcirch Public Affairs 
and askedfor an interview with a general authority about the letter Public 
Affairs doubted the likelihood, but sent the request up channels. The answer 
was an interview with Elder Marlin K Jensen, a member of the First 
Quorum of the Seventy. 

In the interview, ElderJensen said that the Church needs members to be 
in both political parties, that the lopsided Mormon Republican dominance in 
Utah hurts both public policy and the Church, and that members should not 
quit a party because they don't agree with everything in its platform, in- 
cluding abortion. The April 1998 Tribune news story based on the interview 
seeded a lightening storm of political and religious debate throughout the 
state that included Utah Congressman Jim Hansen explaining why the 
Republican Party better embraces Mormon ideals. 

When askedfor elaboration on the interview, the Church would make no 
further public comment, but privately stories began to circulate as to how 
Church leaders were working to attain a better sense of balance of Mormon 
participation in the two main political parties. 

The following is the transcript of a Salt Lake Tribune interview, con- 
ducted on 23 April 1998, with Elder Marlin K. Jensen. This transcript was 
taken off the Tribune website (www.sltrib.com) and is reprinted by permis- 
sion. OensenS comments are typeset verbatim; the Tribunei questions were 
edited by the Tribune for clarity and concision; the section heads are by 
SUNSTONE.) 

Earlier this year, the 
Mormon Church First Presi- 
dency issued a statement en- 
couraging members not only to 
actively participate in politics, 
but to run for elected office. 
What was the motivation? 

I think the letter went to stake 
presidents, I believe just in the 
United States. But we even gave 
some thought and it was dis- 
cussed how to do something on a 
worldwide basis because I think 
the perception that our leaders 
had is that as individual Church 
members we're maybe not quite 
living up to our obligation to be 
good citizens. Not just voting, 

but actually participating in the 
functions of government on an 
appointed and an elected basis. 

So I think the letter reflects a 
general concern worldwide that 
it is really part of our religon to 
be good citizens and to do our 
share in the community And its 
probably related doctrinally in a 
way to the idea that we're not just 
to build up the kingdom of God 
but we're also to establish his 
righteousness. 

So that there's a need in order 
for the gospel to be preached and 
camed off to all the world to 
have an environment of right- 
eousness in which that can occur. 

And, in a word, without a good 
neighborhood and a good com- 
munity it's very difficult to have a 
good family. So good govern- 
ment is very much in the best in- 
terests of us as a church and in 
the work we have to preach the 
gospel. So that I think would 
have been the general concern. 

But I think frankly there was a 
more specific concern related to 
the state of Utah as well that 
prompted the initial discussion 
of this. 

It seems like historicallv- 
and maybe it had to do with our 
more rural character at the time, 
but it seems (and 1 have thought 
about this in the little commu- 
nity where I was raised in 
Huntsville [Utah]) that the 
people of the Church, the main 
leaders, the main people in the 
church in that period maybe 
forty or fifty years ago, were 
people of affairs. They were 
people who did lead the commu- 
nity as well as the Church. Of 
course, there was a much greater 
homogeneity in those days, and 
we're much more diverse now. 
But I think there's just a feeling 
that we need to be more active 
and more visible and reach out 
more in a civic way than we've 
been doing. 

Here in Utah, in part I think 
it's related to the fact that the 
Democratic Party has in the last 
twenty years waned to the point 
where it really is almost not a 
factor in our political life right 
now. And 1 think there i s  a 
feeling that that is not healthy at 
all-that as a state we suffer in 
different ways. But certainly any 
time you don't have the dialogue 
and the give-and-take that the 
democratic process provides, 
you're going to be poor& for it in 
the long run 

We are locally, and I think 
there is a feeling that even na- 
tionally as a church, it's not in 
our best interest to be known as a 
one-party church. The national 
fortunes of the parties ebb and 
flow. Whereas the Republicans 
may clearly have the upper hand 
today, in another ten years they 
may not. So there are just so 
many reasons I think to have a 
robust multi-party system going 
locally and nationally for us, as 
well as the international respon- 
sibilities we feel-that's at the 
heart of this as well. 

POLITICAL BALANCE 
"God needs Republicans" 

-and Democrats. 

Democrats, only half-jok- 
ingly, say it may be time for the 
LDS Church to once again draw 
a line down the middle of ward 
houses and assign parties. 

I think if you look at the letter 
you'll notice that there's a refer- 
ence here to urgng men and 
women to be willing to serve- 
as you were mentioning-on 
school boards, in city and county 
councils and commissions, state 
legslatures and other high offices 
of either election or appoint- 
ment, including involvement in 
the political party of their choice. 
I think that really was an at- 
tempt, is an attempt, on the part 
of the First Presidency to indicate 
that part of being a good Latter- 
day Saint would be to be politi- 
cally active m a party of our 
choice. That we just can't sit by 
and let other people-other 
good people-do that. 

So I doubt we'll get a stronger 
I statement than that because 
1 there's a real desire to remain po- 
; litically neutral. And I don't think 
' you'll find that the leaders of the 
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Church are going to say anything 
more definitive than they've said 
in this letter on that point. But 

And Oscar said his father 
would wink and say, "And you 
know, Oscar, those damned 

think there's room for that, and 
the gospel leaves us lots of lati- 
tude. 

So it can be done. 
If you think about ways to re- 

juvenate the Democratic Party, I 
that certainly is what was desired I Republicans think they've had I I think those who have done 
with that statement that successfully-I think, 

don't think much beyond a state- 
ment like this that you're going 
to find our church doing any- 
thing about that. We hope the 
members will exercise their 
agency and do much good of 
their own free will. 

And I guess we would prob- 
ably hope that they wouldn't 
abandon a party necessarily be- 
cause it has a philosophy or two 

was that people would for instance, Gov. Rampton 
become more actively ''if's not in our best and GOV. Matheson are out- 
involved in a formal . standing examples of 
way in the political interest to be known as Democrats who were very 
process through polit- popular in Utah and who oc- 
ical parties. a 0ne-~arh/ church." casiona~y had to sort of dis- 

the way, I can't 
I J tance themselves from the 

resist just telling you national party and it's plat- 
one little story that Oscar I God on their side ever since." I form. But [they] did it judi- 
McConkie told me once. (He's a 
prominent Democratic member 
of the Church, if you know him.) 

I don't know if you can make 
any use of that, but it's a great 
story. And there's a little of that 

ciously and were very effective 
and enjoyed very good relation- 
ships with most Church mem- 

that may not square with 
Mormonism. Because, as I say, 
they in their philosophies ebb 

Apparently, one time, his father 
was the only Democrat in the 
Utah Senate. And he was ashng 
his dad about it once. His dad 

embedded in our culture, unfor- 
tunately 

NO PERFECT PARTIES 

bers and were some of our very 
best governors, frankly, I think, 
in the hlstory of our state 

said, "Oscar, this goes way back 
to the 1890s when we did 
thisn-it was called the democra- 
tization of Utah for statehood. 
But it was really an attempt to get 
us aligned along national party 
lines rather than the Peoples' and 

and flow. I think the main thing 
is to stay involved and work 
w t h ~ n  the exlsting framework, 

We can support a party while 
rejecting parts of its platform. 

t 1 

January 15,1998 
To General Authonties and the following pnesthood leaders in 

the United States Area Authonties, Stake, Mlss~on. and 
Distnct Presidents; Bishops, and Branch Presidents 
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So the brethren did. 
(In fact, there's a great story in 

Huntsville how they came and 

Democrat. People point to 
such things as the gay rights 
and pro-choice planks of the 
national Democratic Party. 
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. l  - some were sitting on the one side 
of the church and some on the 
other and the McKays and all 
those that were on the one side 

How do you respond? 
That's true. And it is a chal- 

lenge. And yet, you know, the 
Republicans came very close last 
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became the Democrats, and the 
Petersons and all those on the 
other side became the 
Republicans.) 

But anyway, Oscar's father 
said in one of these meetings in 
southern Utah, one of the 
Brethren in the morning session 
said, "I'm going to put a ledger in 
the foyer and we'd like some of 

time to bringing a pro-abortion 
plank into their platform. That 
was maybe the biggest battle of 
their convention. Which shows 
that if you're a pure ideologue, 
eventually you're going to have 
trouble in either party 

When people say to me, how 
do you rationalize being a 
Democrat?' I just say I take every- 
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you to sign up to be 
Republicans." 

Because, oddly, at that time 
the Democratic Party was the one 
that Mormons favored and that 
really favored Mormons, too. 
That's really why we gravitated 
toward them originally 

When they came back for the 
afternoon session, no one had 
signed the book. So the general 

thing that's true and good and 
hang onto it. And the basic-his- 
torically, the basic foundational 
principles of the Democratic 
Party have appealed to me more. 
But that's a matter really of per- 
sonal choice, it has nothing to do 
with our salvation. 

I think everyone who is a 
good Latter-day Saint is going to 
have to pick and choose a little 

their cnoice 
\Vhile the Church does not endorse pohtlcal candidates. 
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d~dates carefully and vote for those individuals they believe m~ll 
act w ~ t h  integ 
and good go 
not to imply I 

its lp ldpr~  

1 ways tor 
Hence, p 

:andidacy 

tduclve to 
olitical cal 
is endorse1 

munlties 
re asked 
hurch or 

:rity and ir 
vemment. 
that their c 

qood corn 
kdidates a 
3 by the C 

.----.-. 
As always 
rposes, no1 
Sincerely : 

, Church facilities may not be used for polltlcal 
r Church directories or mailing lists. 
fours. 

authority, whoever he was, said, 
"brothers and sisters, you have 
misunderstood." He said, "God 

bit regardless of the party that 
they're in and that may be re- 
quired a lot more in the future 

2n B. Hinc 
ias S. Mon 
; E. Faust 

needs Re~ublicans." I than it has been in the ~ a s t .  But I I I 



to be a good LDS member and a 
Democrat? 

I do not know about the au- 
thenticity of his statement. But, 
taking it for a true statement, that 
may be something you would 
want to verify I don't know that 
this [recent First Presidency] 
statement was issued at all with 
reference to that statement. 

But I think I could safely say 
that one of the things that 
prompted this discussion in the 
first place was the regret that's felt 
about the decline of the 
Democratic Party and the notion 
that may prevail in some areas 
that you can't be a good Mormon 
and a good Democrat at the same 
time. There have been some aw- 
fully good men and women who 
have, I think, been both and are 
both today So I think it would be 
a very healthy thing for the 
Church-particularly the Utah 
Church-if that notion could be 
obliterated. You think about 
what would have to happen to 
accomplish that. I think it would 
take the individual action of 
some good people. The other day 
when we were talking about this 
I remembered my favorite 
song-"Stout Hearted Men." 
"Give me ten men who are stout- 
hearted men, who will fight for 
the rights they adore. Give me 
ten who are stout-hearted men 
and I will soon give you ten 
thousand more." 

I think if there would be just a 
few good men come fonvard- 
and women-in Utah as 
Democrats who would run for 
high profile office that would 
begn turning this tide. And in 
the beginning, maybe the mes- 
sengers would be a lot more im- 
portant than the message, if we 
just had good, credible people 
who would do that. Most of 
them I think who are out there 
and who might do that are just 
leery, I think, because the record 
of Democrats in recent past years 
has been so abysmal. 

But, yes, I think, at least my 
own personal hope would be 
that this letter would be read 
broadly enough to encourage 
someone who is a latent 

work for changes if they need to unfair circumstance. 

I don't I always declined, respectfully 
brought about. know how to say this, but I have I just said "I would endorse 

And maybe, to suc- you, and if I weren't the pres- 
ceed in Utah especially, a "Any time you ident of the stake I would 
politician if he's Demo- certainly sign your ad or ap- 
cratic, is going to have to don't have the pear in the newspaper." 
say, I'm a Utah Democrat. But I just felt like it was 
I'm different than the na- give-and-take very hard for a lot of people 
tional party in some im- to separate my Church posi- 
portant ways.' tion from my citizen's hat. So 

Bill Orton did that, I that the democratic I tried to be extra judicious. 
think, pretty well. So I But not everyone sees it 
think it could be done by process provides~ that way Some of them feel 
others. you're going to like. yust because I'm a 

It's lamentable, I bishop or a stake president 
think, that we've got be poorer for it doesn't mean I have to resign 
[Republican U.S. repre- my franchise this year, and 
sentative] Chris Cannon in the long run." I'll precede." So it does 
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create, I think, a misimpres- 
sion in some cases. 

THREE REPUBLICANS TO 
ONE DEMOCRAT 

It's a Western U.S. problem. 

Is the problem of lopsided 
partisan affiliation seen to be a 
problem elsewhere around the 
country among LDS members? 
Or is it perceived as a situation 

unique to Utah? 

No. I thmk really the whole 
Intermountain West, at least, suf- 
fers from the same imbalance 
among Church members. And 
may among the population gen- 
erally in those states-speaking 
of the intermountain states. 

Democrats are outnumbered 
three to one in our state in the leg- 
islature, and those conditions 
exist in the five mountain states- 
Utah, Wyoming, Montana, 
Colorado, and Idaho. 1 would 
think Arizona would probably be 
very close to that, too. 

I don't know that we've got 
that condition anywhere else that 
I'm aware of. 

MORMON DEMOCRATS 
Stalwart Saints needed. 

What is the attitude of 
Church leaders toward the lin- 
gering sentiment among some 
Mormons-apparently stem- 
ming back to comments made 
by former LDS President Ezra 
Taft Benson-that it is difficult 

running unopposed for 
the first time I think in 
the history of Utah in a congres- 
sional race. Surely, there's got to 
be another good and wise man 
out there who could have taken 
him on. And he would have ben- 
efited from it as well as everyone 
else. 

INSTITUTIONAL INFLUENCE 
The Church does very little 

to affect politics. 

Bill Orton complained about 
exploitation of religion in his 
1996 defeat-such things as 
political signs in the yards of 
bishops and stake presidents. 

That's probably more a cul- 
tural than a religious problem. I 
remember the night that my 
brother hosted a Republican 
mass meeting. My father (a life- 
long staunch Democrat) without 
any prior knowledge went up to 
his home that night and found all 
these Republicans there in the 
living room. 

He came right to my house 
and said to me, "What does your 
younger brother think he is 
doing?" 

I said, "Dad, he's just exer- 
cising his agency Aren't you glad 
you raised independent, bull- 
headed sons!" And he said, 
"Well, I was until tonight." 

Sadly, I think it's regrettable 
when that kind of a spill over oc- 
curs. 

I can see how someone from a 
distance can look at that as a very 

been here (the First Quorum of 
the Seventy) nine years, and I 
had no idea of the Church's ac- 
tions institutionally in political 
matters until I came here. 

But if someone said, "What's 
your overriding impression after 
nine years and three years on the 
Public Affairs Committee?" I 
would say, "I am surprised, very 
surprised, at how little influence 
the Church seeks to exercise in 
politics in Utah or nationally" 
Because the Church really is a 
force to be reckoned with-es- 
pecially here. 

So when these little aberra- 
tions occur, it's just due I think to 
poor judgment sometimes, un- 
thinking actions on the part of us 
as individuals in the Church. 
Certainly, institutionally, it's not 
intended to be that way, and it's 
regretted at this level when it is 
that way 

INDIVIDUAL AGENCY 
Local Church leaders decide 
for themselves their political 

involvement. 

Is the Church position that 
local leaders have freedom to 
express their political prefer- 
ences, but that it should not be 
read as an official sanction of 
the Church? 

That's true. And that's hard to 
separate out. When I was stake 
president and people would 
come to seek my endorsement, 1 



Democrat, or who might be con- 
sidering that affiliation, to say, 
"Gee, I could do this. This says 
involvement in the political party 
of our choice." And I would hope 
it would have that salutary effect 
on people. 

Any concern about Republi- 
cans who may have embraced 
the letter as affirmation that 
their party is the officially sanc- 
tioned one? 

We've taken note of that 
feeling on the part of some. And 
the timing of the letter-and the 
fact that it coincided with some 
things that were happening na- 
tionally that didn't put the 
Democratic Party in the best light 
at that time was purely coinci- 
dental. Those things that were 
happening did not motivate this 
letter at all. 

There had been, I think, 
building for some time a feeling 
that we just needed to become 
better citizens as Latter-day 
Saints. But if the letter is being 
read that narrowly by some, they 
certainly missed, I think, the 
more expansive intent that the 
First Presidency had in discus- 
sions that gave rise to this. 

LOSING COMMUNITY 
Many sociological factors 
contribute to civic apathy. 

Despite repeated church 
statements encouraging polit- 
ical involvement over the 
years, voter turnout among LDS 
is down, as it is with the gen- 
eral population. What is hap  
pening to turn people off to 
civic affairs? 

I'm not sure I'm sociologist 
enough to answer that. And 
there probably have been some 
political scientists and social sci- 
entists who have maybe tried to 
analyze this in recent years. If 
they have, I haven't read any of 
their studies. 

But my own personal feeling 
and observation based on the 
little world-and it really is quite 
little these days-in which I live, 
would be that we've lost, in a 
sense, community 

We've probably, you know, 

"We regret more than anything that there would 
become a church 

speaking very candidly, lost some 
community within the Church in 
the sense of wards being the 
strong cohesive community of 
people that they once were. 

Part of that I'm sure has to do 
with urbanization and lots of 
different sociologcal forces that 
would bear on this. We probably 
live more independently today 
as people and we don't have 
maybe the community and 
group rallying points that we 
once had. 

So 1 think that that tends to 
make people feel more distant 
from each other, from their gov- 
ernment. It makes them feel, I 
think, less empowered to do any- 
thing about what's going on. It 
just sort of makes you feel like it5 
going to happen anyway "So 
what? So why try?" So 1 think 
there is a little of that malaise. 

And I think that's been com- 
pounded by some of our leaders 
in recent years not behaving as 
well as they might have before, 
during and after their public ser- 
vice. So that's created a cymcism, I 

and a non-church 
think, a little bit on the part of 
most of us. And there are prob- 
ably other forces that have con- 
tributed to just a general lack of 
interest, a feeling maybe of futility 
on the part of the average person. 

So to offset that and override 
that is quite a chore. We've at- 
tempted to do it like I think the 
Church should, which is to teach 
the doctrines of the Church and 
say, you know, God helped create 
the constitution and we're to up- 
hold it and to participate under 
that form of government, let5 do 
it. But at least institutionally at 
this level the most we can do, I 
think, is to teach the principles 
and encourage the people and 
hope it happens. 

Maybe this letter is the first of 
several things that will be done. I 
don't know really personally 
where this will take us, but obvi- 
ously, if it doesn't have the effect 
the First Presidency hoped it 
would we may do something 
else. And t h s  may be talked 
about more in the future. It's cer- 
tainly a key issue for us. 

party." 
Are you aware of any future 

plans on part of the Church to 
encourage political involve- 
ment? 

Not at the present, no. But I'm 
sure this is being assessed. I 
know in the Public Affairs 
Committee we're watching to see 
what impact this has in Utah and 
elsewhere. 

More than a year ago, 
Church leaders issued a state- 
ment that firearms in churches 
were "inappropriate." Was that 
a message sent encouraging a 
change in state concealed 
weapons laws that was not 
heeded? 

No. At least not within the 
realm of my knowledge. I don't 
think I was here actually when 
the genesis of that statement may 
have occurred. But I think there 
was a request that we formulate a 
position on that if we wanted to, 
and we did. But it is not a 
burning issue with us. We just 
wanted, I think, to be on record 
of how we viewed that institu- 
tionally 
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POLITICS AND THE 
CHURCH'S MISSION 

Church spends political capital 
deliberately, thoughtfully, 

and carefully. 

There is a perception in 
Utah that there is a direct 
channel between Mormon 
Church hierarchy and political 
leaders. What is your view on 
the accuracy of that percep- 
tion? 

If you think about our real 
reason for being as a church, it 
has nothing to do with politics. 
The best way still to help 
mankind is to make us all better 
men and women. As long as 
that's our central mission-and it 
always will be to teach the princi- 
ples of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ-then our only reason ac- 
tually for venturing into the 
public realm at all is to help en- 
sure that that can happen. 

That's why the First 
Amendment issues, for instance, 
have always really been impor- 
tant to us and why we've gone off 
on some of the other little polit- 
ical issues that we have. 

But we spend our political 
capital I think very carefully and 
are always very thoughtful and 
deliberate, I think, before we 
venture into that arena. 

You may know right now we 
are involved in helping preserve 
traditional mamage by assisting 
with the passage of legislation 
that will ensure that marriage re- 
mains the union of a man and a 
woman. And family is so much at 
the heart of the gospel and of our 
life, in the here and hereafter, 
that I can see why the Church 
would do that because it's central 
to our mission. 

But to go beyond that just 
doesn't make sense for us. And 
yet in a state where we're 60 or 
70 percent of the population, it's 
very easy I think for people to 
perceive us being involved in 
things that we're not and heavy 
handed in lots of areas and ways 
that we're not. 

Please expound on the mar- 
riage legislation involvement in 
Congress. 

We actually helped there (in 
Congress) with what is known as 
the Defense of Mamage Act and 
then we've been active on a state- 
by-state basis actually just 
helping quietly to promote legis- 
lation that will ensure traditional 
mamage. And doing it, I think, 
in a very chari- 

where there seems to be a reluc- 
tance right now on the pan of a 
very good governor to get in- 
volved in that on a statewide 
level. 

Where there may be some 
who feel that if we had the 
healthy dialogue that could press 

that land-use planning would 
be viewed negatively by polit- 
ical leaders? 

Absolutely, you talk about a 
historical twist. 

Yes, but see if I were a pure 
Democrat, I would say what you 
have there is Republicanism and 

their desires to 
table way, be- 
cause its very "You cannot have a good create wealth, 

which basically 
important to us is what you do 
not to appear family in a vacuum. You've got a unfettered 
~ o m o p ~ o ~ i c ,  community, you've got a state 9 

land use. SO in 
as they call it, my mind, if 
because I think 
we have great compassion for 
people who are challenged by 
same-gender attraction. But our 
fundamental teachings are such 
that mamage has to be between a 
man and a woman. 

But we've done the same 
thing with alcohol, as you know, 
and with gambling and with 
other moral issues over the years. 

I must say, though, doctri- 
nally, agency is such a precious 
thing to us as a church. And 
thati really the tone of this 
letter-it starts with a reference 
to being anxiously engaged in 
good causes and doing many 
things of our own free will and 
bringng to pass much righteous- 
ness using the gospel principles 
as our guide. 

So our hope is that this would 
energtze the membership gener- 
ally into doing just that-not 
look toward Salt Lake City at all 
on these things. But just study it 
out, and use good judgment, and 
do something about it. The at- 
mosphere, the environment 
would be so much more healthy 
if we were doing that generally 
everywhere, but especially here 
in Utah. 

GIVE AND TAKE 
Healthy political balance would 

foster dialogue. 

What is the immediate detri- 
ment from lack of strong two- 
party system? 

I can think of two or three 
things with long-range planning. 
One of them right now I'm 
thinking of is land-use planning 

that issue a little stronger right 
now that we would be in the 
process of doing something that 
would really be of great benefit to 
us now and in the very near fu- 
ture. 

One might say that the trans- 
portation crisis that we're in 
might have been averted had 
there been better balance in the 
parties and something was 
thrashed out ten years ago, per- 
haps during Gov. Bangerter's 
time, rather than being allowed 
to wait until we reached a crisis 
situation. 

There are probably issues like 
that, environmentally, education- 
ally, that we'd really benefit from 
if there were a more robust dia- 
logue going on. But we've lacked 
that, and I think we've suffered 
somewhat because of it. 

It would be reflected I think 
most acutely in the long-range 
planning that we do in those crit- 
ical areas of our lives. 

Water management, for in- 
stance, is another area where I 
think we're behind maybe five 
years at this point. Development 
of adequate culinary sources. 
Again, it would just help if we 
had a multi-party system that 
was really working. 

PLANNING FOR 
UTAH'S FUTURE 

Church would participate in, but 
not initiate, disccissions. 

Interesting that you should 
start with land-use planning. 
Historically, Mormons were 
planners. Do you see any irony 

you're again a 
pure Democrat, you'd be in there 
saylng we do need some govern- 
ment regulation in this kind of a 
case. 

You can sharpen your focus 
there and say this is where dia- 
logue really would help and 
where the ideologies of the par- 
ties really do make a difference. 
There's some substance to the 
differences there, and if the one 
voice is basically unrepresented, 
then we're going to suffer I think 
over time. 

Utah has experienced tre- 
mendous growth in recent 
years. Do Church leaders gen- 
erally believe things need to 
be done that are not occur- 
ring? 

Frankly, I don't know if we've 
discussed that. . . . Not that we 
wouldn't be participants, but it 
probably isn't anything that we 
would take the initiative to do as 
a church because it's sort of be- 
yond our mission. 

We'd want to be a good 
neighbor and we'd certainly 
would want to husband our own 
properties well. If you take 
downtown Salt Lake City and the 
Church's holdings here, if I could 
say it modestly, I think we've 
done a good job holding the city 
and malung it a beautiful city and 
a good city, a clean city 

But I think that does stray be- 
yond our mission. We would cer- 
tainly serve on boards and lend 
our expertise and our money, 
too, which we have often done in 
the past. But you wouldn't see us, 
I don't think, being the foremn- 

1 ners in that kind of initiative. 
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POLITICS IN CHURCHES 
Prudent judgment says 

separate the two. 

What is the policy regarding 
partisan politics within ward- 
houses, and is it a problem? 

This is related to an experi- 
ence I had on my mission in 
Germany where we had a little 
branch in Germany that was 
presided over by a buck private. 
He was from the Philippines, a 
wonderful, wonderful fellow. 

Into that branch one day 
came a 2nd lieutenant, fresh out 
of flight school. I happened to be 
there on a Sunday morning when 
this young 2nd lieutenant came 
into the branch and introduced 
himself to the branch president 
as Lt. so-and-so. 

I've never forgotten that little 
Filipino brother took that man 
by the hand and he looked him 
in the eye and he said, "Brother, 
in the Church we don't have any 
lieutenants. We're just all 
brothers." 

You know, 

ical party to the ex- 
clusion of another. 
And that's a problem, 
we don't have many 
Democrats to fea- 
ture. 

You can only put 
the good Nevada 
senator's [Mormon 
Hany Reid] picture 
in the paper every so 
often, even if he'd 
like it every Sunday. 

But there's a real 
attempt made, 1 
think, to be non-par- 
tisan and to not be 
offensive or h e a ~ y  
handed in any way 
on these matters 
we're talking about. 
That certain& would 
be our desire as a church. 

If as individual members we 
err sometimes, then we're sorry 
about that, and we learn. There is 
correction when that occurs. 
Occasionally you'll hear of 
someone forgetting that you 

that's the spirit of 
what ought to "We hope [members] 

seen the Church undertake here 
has been aboveboard, has been 
in the light of day. There are no 
agenda that we don't announce. 

1 wish that impression could 
be gven to the people of Utah es- 
pecially, because I know that 

there is sort of a di- 
vision along 
Mormon/non- 

- - 

happen in a Mormon, Republi- 
branchhouse or in wo u 1 d n 'f a bandon a party carnemocratic 
a wardhouse. lines. I think we re- 

I doni know. because it has a philosophy gret t k t  more than 
What you're anything, that there 
talking about I ~ r t ~ ~ t h a t m a y  notsquare would become a 
haven't seen. 
There are occa- with Mormonism." 
sionally mistakes 
made, I think. Situations where 
judgment maybe isn't the best, 
and someone may say some- 
thing, even from a pulpit some- 
times someone may say 
something, or it will be done 
through inadvertence. But I re- 
ally think those are very few and 
far between. 

I think there's really quite a 
conscious attempt made by most 
Latter-day Saints to be non-par- 
tisan and to be charitable toward 
people of other persuasions and 
other affiliations. 

So I know, at least institution- 
ally here, boy, we make every ef- 
fort, even down to where the 
Church publications are con- 
scious of not featuring one polit- 

shouldn't let something happen 
in a church, and it'll happen, and 
there's always a call made and a 
correction gven. It's not done 
with impunity, I can tell you that. 

I've always had this feeling 
about lawyers, or the way people 
feel about lawyers: They have 
this vague notion that lawyers 
know something that they don't 
know, and they don't h o w  what 
it is, but they don't like it. We 
don't really know anything that 
you don't know, although we'd 
like maybe to perpetuate that il- 
lusion. 

But in the Church, there's 
nothing covert being done. That's 
something I would maybe even 
just volunteer. Everything I have 

church party and a 
non-church party 
That would be the 

last thing that we would want to 
have happen. 

A POLITICALLY QUIET 
CHURCH 

Church leaders wish members 
to be more active politically. 

Is there anything on the 
horizon between now and the 
elections in regard to addi- 
tional statements from the 
Church regarding politics? 

No, other than maybe the 
typical political neutrality kind of 
statement we make each year not 
to use the buildings or our 
mailing lists for political pur- 
poses. But I don't think beyond 
that, that we will. 

It's interesting, I happened to 
be in my home ward the day this 
(political involvement statement) 
was read. And I just kind of 
looked around. I must say it 
wasn't sensational to most 
people, which I felt kind of badly 
about because I had been a part 
of the discussion and the formu- 
lation and then had seen this fin- 
ished product as the First 
Presidency put it together and, of 
course, was very interested. 

But I could see some yawning 
and some totally disinterested, 
and a few who were really keylng 
into it. Not everybody has an ac- 
tive interest in public affairs, in 
political affairs. 

Again, it5 the idea that we all 
get a chance to pick and choose 
and decide what's important for 
us in life. But I think generally, 
there's a feeling that we've got to 
take political life more seriously 
as a church. And I think it really 
does relate to family and the idea 
that you cannot have a good 
family in a vacuum. You've got a 
community, you've got a state. 
And we have an obligation to 
take part in the governance to es- 
tablish righteousness so that 
there is an environment where 
people can live a life like the 
gospel prescribes. That's the 
reason I think we're doing it. 
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