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Though I do not actively dislike the novel, I find it unsuccess- experience is not 
ful by nearly every aesthetic or religious criterion that I can unique to my family 
think to hold it to: its prose is stiff, its plot is forced, its tone is Since its initial pub- 
unbearably didactic, and its doctrine is, at best, speculative- lication in 1897, 
and probably worse. Added Upon has gone 

But there is another side to my experience with this book. through dozens of 
The copy now in my possession was printed in 1912. My editions and, in 101 
grandfather purchased it when he was growing up in Utah, years, has never gone 
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and my mother inherited it when he died in 1971. When I out of print. Seven TitlepageofNephiAnderson's novel. 
told my mother that I was interested in Mormon literature, she generations of Mor- 
dug in an old shelf, found it, and gave it to me. This old, blue mons have grown up with this book on their shelves. By any 
book, then, has become part of the chain connecting me to my standards, this makes it a phenomenon. 
family Not only does the physical book act as a link to my And it is a phenomenon worthy of study by serious literary 
grandfather, who died before I really knew him, but I feel quite critics. As a literary critic, I am not, paradoxically, interested in 

criticizing literature or in decid- 
ing which books are good and 
which are bad. This is the job of 
reviewers (marginally) and of in- 
dividual readers (ultimately). 
When I study or write about a 
book, I am not interested in 
passing aesthetic judgments; I 
am interested in learning what 
the book tells me about the cul- 
ture that produced it-and, as 
in the case of Added Upon, the 
culture that reads and continues 
to consume it. 

So, the question I am really 
interested in is this: "How has 
Added Upon functioned as an ar- 
tifact of Mormon culture?" And 
it is in answering this question 
that I have gained a new respect 
for the book. For a hundred 
years, Added Upon has been 
making at least the following 

"Well, we decided that it was easier for each of us to keep our own last name and let points to the Mormon commu- 
hay the ward assume we're living in sin than for both o us to use the hyphenated nity: (1) that it is possible to use f name and have the elders quorum think Mic ael is a wimp." the unique elements of Mormon 



theology as the basis for literature; (2) that there is not neces- 
sarily a conflict between literature and faith; (3) that Mormon 
audiences will respond enthusiastically to fiction that they per- 
ceive as morally instructive; and (4) that there is, therefore, a 
huge potential market for imaginative literature among the 
Mormons. 

These points may seem obvious to us now, but they were 
anything but apparent in 1897. We must therefore, I believe, 
credit Nephi Anderson with opening a door to imaginative lit- 
erature within the Mormon community It was from him that 
many Mormons learned, in a very real sense, not to be afraid of 
fiction. He might not have been the best, but he was the first, 
and Mormon literature would be much poorer today had he 
never come along. 

-MICHAEL AUSTIN 
Shepherdstown, West Virginia 

<austin@lntrepid.net> 
orignally appeared on aml-list 

the price to release us from the consequences of our sins. That 
doesn't fit with my idea of God or of justice. For me, the 
Atonement serves as a supreme example of divine love. Christ 
took upon himself our sins so that he might know and under- 
stand mortal suffering and be with us, at one with us, in our 
loneliness. All else pales in significance beside that gift of love. 

2. lncluded in Christ's g ~ f t  is freedom. The freedom to travel 
our own spiritual journey, to make our own choices, including 
those mistakes which teach us so well. And that freedom re- 
quires of us that we accord others that same privilege. Without 
such freedom, we cannot discover what we truly believe, we 
cannot develop an understanding of where our own faith lies, 
and we cannot even begin to discover our own capacity for 
love. None of this can be achieved by simply following some- 
one else's light and knowledge. 

So I am grateful to some young missionaries who allowed my 
husband and me the freedom to explore our questions and 
plumb our spiritual depths. They did th~s  by providing catalysts 
for discussion, by respecting our questions, and by listening. In so 

T HOSE BELIEFS THAT ARE A PART 
of my essentd being are centered 
in a kind of deep consciousness 

upon which all others rest-Christ's 
atonement and its effect upon my life. 
Here are five aspects of that faith that 
govern my spiritual life. 

1. I believe in the spiritually liberating 
power of the unconditional love of Jesus 
Christ-as expressed in the Atonement and 
in Christ? life and teachings. There have 
been times when my whole being has re- 
sponded to that overwhelming love, and 
my world has been illuminated by it. 

Included in that belief is a recognition 
of the incredible love of our Father and 
Mother in Heaven in allowing their 
beloved son to express his love for us in 
such a way and to pay such a price. As a 
parent, I stand in awe of the quality of 
that love. 

The most deeply moving image I have 
of Jesus is in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
in all his dignity and loneliness, when he 
took upon himself the sins and the an- 
guish of us all. Those who have suffered 
with or on behalf of loved ones know the 
nature of that pain, so our imagination 
recoils before the magnitude of Christ's 
suffering. 

I do not embrace the idea that Jesus 
was paying a ransom, that he had to pay 

C r e e d  
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It's no surprise that Church magazines have very little humol; but once upon 
a time, before Correlation, Church periodicalsfeatured paid advertisements, which, at 

leastfrom today's perspective, are quitefunny, especially when they're 
juxtaposed next to an apostle's general conference address. 
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doing, they enabled us to discover what we believed, rather than 
simply telling us what we should believe. This personal search 
has to be ongoing; it does not stop when we join the Church. 

When questions are discouraged, when honest comments 
are frowned upon, and when the kind of freedom I knew all 
those years ago is somehow deemed inappropriate, I a m  sad- 
dened. During these times, I try to empathize with the burdens 
of leadership, and I also recognize the need of many to escape 
into a safe but stagnant routine that might relieve them of the 
painful challenge of discovering truth for themselves. And "ye 
shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free" (John 

8:32). How else can there be eternal progression? How else 
can we weigh our own ideas beside the honest and uncoerced 
perceptions of others? 

3. Our spiritual journey includes an eternal quest for Tmth. 
"The glory of God is intelligence, i n  other words Light and 
Tmth" (D&C 93:36), and I'm unable to abandon the quest; it is 
a deep hunger. 

That's why I'm grateful for all who provide refreshment at 
Sunstone symposiums. How I love its challenging exchanges, 
the chance to test our own ideas with interesting fellow trav- 
ellers. There, I recapture those exhilarating early convert days 

T r a n s l a t e d  Cor rec t ly  

"DO NOT PUT US TO THE TEST" 
MATTHEW 6:5-15 

KING JAMES VERSION THE REVISED ENGLISH BIBLE THE NEW JERUSALEM BIBLE 
Oxford and Cambndge University Presses, 1989 Doubleday, 1985 

C H A P T E R  6 6 5'Again, when you pray, do not be like How to pray. The Lord's Prayer 
5 ¶ And when thou prayest, thou shalt the hypocrites; they love to say their 

'In your prayers do not babble as the gen- 
not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to prayers standing up in synagogues and at 

tiles do, for they think that by using many 
pray standing in the synagogues and in the street corners for everyone to see them. words they will make themselves heard. 
comers of the streets, that they may be seen Truly I tell you: they have their reward al- 

Do not be like them; your Father knows 
of men. Verily I say unto you, They have ready 6 ~ u t  when you pray, go into a room what you need before you ask him. So you 
their reward. by yourself, shut the door, and pray to your 

should pray like this: 
6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter Father who is in secret; and your Father 

into thy closet, and when thou hast shut who sees what is done in secret will reward Our Father in heaven, 
thy door, pray to thy Father which is in se- you. may your name be held holy, 
cret; and thy Father which seeth in secret "ln your prayers do not go babbling on your kingdom come, 
shall reward thee openly like the heathen, who imagine that the 

your will be done, 
7 But when ye pray, use not vain repeti- more they say the more likely they are to be on earth as in heaven. 

tions, as the heathen do: for they think that heard. 'DO not imitate them, for your Give us today our daily bread. 
they shall be heard for their much speak- Father knows what your needs are before 

And forgve us our debts, 
ing. you ask him. as we have forgiven those who are 

8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for  his is how you should pray: in debt to us. 
your Father knoweth what things ye have And do not put us to the test, 
need of, before ye ask him. Our Father in heaven, but save us from the Evil One. 

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: may your name be hallowed; 
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed lo your kingdom come, 'Yes, if you forgve others their failings, 
be thy name. your will be done, 

your heavenly Father will forgve you 
10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be on earth as in heaven. 

yours; but if you do not forgive others, 
done in earth, as it is in heaven. " Give us today our daily bread. 

your Father will not forgve your failings ei- 
11 Give us this day our daily bread. l2  Forgive us the wrong we have done, 

ther. 
12 And forgive us our debts, as we for- as we have forgiven those who have 

give our debtors. wronged us. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, but l 3  And do not put us to the test, 

deliver us from evil: For thine is the king- but save us from the evil one. 
dom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever. Amen. I4 '~or  if you forgive others the wrongs they 

14 For if ye forgwe men their trespasses, have done, your heavenly Father will also 
your heavenly Father will also forgve you: forgve you; 15but if you do not forgve oth- 

15 But if ye forgive not men their tres- ers, then your Father will not forgive the 
passes, neither will your Father forgve wrongs that you have done. 
your trespasses. 
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when we learned to unveil and confront our own truths and to 
have the courage to stand alone with them. For me, the Church 
is, or should be, a means toward the end of questing for truth. 

4. Christ's sublime love, coupled with the preciousfreedom in- 
cluded in that gift, provides one of life's greatest comforts. 

Christ was alone when he freely took on our pain in order 
to be able to share our loneliness. Each one of us is essentially 
alone, though we may be blessed with loved ones and friends. 
Throughout our lives, we meet internal and external chal- 
lenges alone: our first day of school; wounding words of oth- 
ers; a new job in unfamiliar surroundings; giving birth; facing 
life's deepest tragedies, or the unknown or the unbearable. 

More than twenty years ago, Art Bassett, a friend and former 
missionary in England, now humanities professor at BYU, re- 
minded us that, indeed, Jesus has been there before us ("He 
Has Been There Before Me," Ensign, July 1975, 23). Because 
Christ descended below all things, he knows and understands 
our suffering, including the pain of loneliness. We can turn to 
him and know he is with us. I was deeply moved by that in- 
sight then. I still am. 

More recently, Melba Beals told of her ordeal as a young girl, 
when she and seven other black students took part in the ini- 
tial 1957 school desegregation in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
Absolutely terrified of entering the hateful, all-white school, 
Melba was helped by advice given to her by her grandmother. 
As she ran the gauntlet of shouted insults and being spat upon, 
she recited to herself the twenty-third Psalm, "the Lord Is My 

Shepherd," and gained courage and strength knowing Jesus 
was with her. (Melba Patillo Beals, Warriors Don't Cry, New 
York: Archway Paperback, 1995.) I felt as sony for the igno- 
rant and fearful persecutors as for the victim. Christ cares 
about all of us; he died for us just as we are, even those who 
hate, even people who don't know of that gft. 

5. There is potential for goodness in all God's children. Our fears 
and insecurities and ignorance block the goodness that Christ 
knows is deep within us all. An awareness of Christ's profound 
love not only helps us discover our true selves, but, in turn, we 
may then be able to comfort others in their loneliness and fear, 
and help them discover who they really are. 

Most of us can recall those who have helped us feel less 
alone. Simple things can comfort-can alter the tenor of our 
day-even a smile from a stranger. When Bill, my husband, 
was in the army during World War 11, I was in a hospital where 
I gave birth to a still-born daughter. Apart from the sadness 
and loss, there was a moment that is still real for me fifty-five 
years later. The doctors were dealing with the immediate med- 
ical crisis, and I was feeling very young and afraid and alone. 
There was a young intern in the room, and he must have 
sensed my fear. He reached out and put a gentle hand on my 
shoulder and left it there for quite some time. I never saw that 
young man's face, never knew his name, but with that small 
gesture he comforted me and took away some of the fear and 
loneliness. It was as if God himself were with me. That kind of 
goodness is manifest in many different ways as people reach 

Pecu l i a r  People 

CONTRACEPTIVE USE AMONG MORMONS 

% using a method of contraception 

1 Total Ever married 

RESPONSES TO THE 1995 NATIONAL 
Survey of Family Growth, a national 
probability sample of nearly eleven thou- 
sand women between the ages of 14 and 
45, indicate that Mormon women are less 
likely to have ever used birth control 
(69%) than is the case for women nation- 
ally A big part of this difference occurs, 
however, because Mormon women who 
have never married are much less likely 
to have had sex (22%) than is the case 
nationally (53%). When the comparison 
is restricted to women who have ever 
married, Mormon-national differences 
are virtually nonexistent because fewer 
than three percent of either group have 
never used birth control. Comparisons 
based on fixed time periods such as in 
the last three years, in the last year, at last 
sexual intercourse, or at first sexual inter- 
course suggest that at any given time 
Mormons are a little less likely to be us- 
ing a method of birth control. 
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out to one another. 
For instance, a friend of mine has been conducting a poetry 

seminar by mail with young inmates in prison. She is amazed 
at the sensitivity revealed in these poems. But I imagine that 
her genuine interest affects those troubled souls, providing 
light in their dark loneliness. Another friend, a professional 
woman, makes herself available at all hours for those who are 
suicidal, or in despair, or suffering the pain of extreme loneliness. 

Lavina Fielding Anderson provides comfort to those church 
members who find their hurt is deemed inappropriate to ad- 
dress in the institutional setting. Lavina, in very deed, takes on 
the burdens of the injured and lonely-doing what Jesus 
did-at great personal cost. She brings relief from a heaviness 
of spirit. It is, I am sure, a spiritual gift. 

I am grateful to many such people in my life. For loving 
parents and sisters, a kind and generous husband, children 
who challenge, enlighten, and enrich, for grandchildren who 
keep me young and make me proud, loyal friends who com- 
fort me in my pain of disenchantment and share my honest 
thoughts. The older I get, the more I appreciate these blessings. 

My creed is simply realized in the words of the Savior-"By 
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, that . . . ye 
love one another as I have loved you" (John 13:35,34). I have 
seen miracles in the lives of converts when they feel the un- 
conditional love of the Savior and discover they are people of 
value. They are given the courage and freedom to blossom, to 
be who they really are. The power of Christ's love is manifest in 
what it does to us andfor us, how it transforms us. Then do we 

)avid Nels 
.I I-.. L..-rl. 

I 
for an oluer uruLrl 

in Nishinom 

has decide 
ission. 
called to g 

n 
to US 

the mode 
- - . - -- - - - 

.on, afoul 
!er who wc 
liya, Japar 

I ple 

m conveni 
-- :x? 

tyle of the 
taminated 
$ $--A,. 

lave been I . .. 

teen-year- 
~s going or 
I, read the 

average M 
with vario. 

old from 1 
I a missior 
poem at h 

C cn' 

:joy unto t! 

exican 
us viruses, 

lancouvel; 
I. David, c 
\is brother 

TATc I MY BROTHER IL uvu \ u 3N A MISSION 
L$t up your heart and rejoice,for the hour ofyour mission is come; 

and your tongue shall be loosed, and you shall declare glad hd~ngs of 
great 

rC 31:3 

d 

o to Merida, Mexico. 

at often trio w lrplt  

ade lower-than-1 
Indeed, such things are ~n ln Men1 
That those who suffer k 'orced to become our  oughts 
In the mlnds of their power-add~cted suppressors 

ho sit on high thrones with walls 
to block the view 

planetary scar around them. 
ItS hot in Merida, hot and ugly, 
Yet my brother has been called 

To look upon the beauties of these people 

ic country 

. hidden tk 

Washingt~ 
urrently a 

on. 
-D& 

on, wrote this poem 
foreign-exchange st 
Sacrament Meeting. 

udent 

PAGE 16 DECEMBER 1998 



see others, really see them, and respect them for who they are. 
Sometimes we think of love as simply an emotion, but I 

think Elder Marion D. Hanks's definition of love as "ultimate 
concern" is more appropriate. "For all the law is fulfilled in one 
word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself' 
(Gal. 5:14). This I believe with all my heart, but it is not an 
easy path. I find myself praylng always that I might love more 
wisely, with greater insight and sensitivity, and with the kind of 
unconditional love extended to us by Jesus. All else is encom- 
passed by that one great challenge. Christ, with his gift of love, 
is the guiding light of my personal creed. 

-IRENE M. BATES 
Pacific Palisades, California 

<lad456@aol.com> 

T w e n t y  Y e a r s  A g o  i n  S u n s t o n e  

ART AND SPIRITUALITY 

I N THE MARCWAPRIL 1978 ISSUE OF SUNSTONE, 
Robert A. Rees wrote the following in a letter to the editor: 

"While I enjoyed the art [in SUNSTONE] immensely, I 
found myself disagreeing with a good deal of the commentary, 
especially that which sees art as a missionary tool. It seems to 
me that it can only be so in the most subtle and indirect way 
and cannot succeed if it is done so consciously True art and 
fine art is something which is communicated ultimately on a 
spiritual or esthetic plane. Not only must it be expressed artis- 
tically, it must be received artistically For example, to talk 
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S U N S T O N E  

about Bart Morse's 'Green Valley, Arizona' in terms of the scrip- 
tural allubion to being taken up on a high place is silly. I 
doubt that one person in a million would respond emotion- 
ally or intellectually to the work in that way. Rather, I think 
we respond to Morse's use of color and his marvelous planes, 
and are impressed not so much with the particular perspec- 
tive of the painting (although that's important) but with its 
beauty. It is that beauty which touches us at our deepest spiri- 
tual point. 

"I feel that art should exist not as a missionary tool but as a 
form of praise, a form of spiritual expression which hope-fully 
will evoke spiritual response in the viewer. The point I'm 
making is that there's nothing that does a greater disservice to 
art than to make it didactic. If art has any hope in the Church 
it must rise above the level of the Sunday School lesson. Art 
must exist as all created works exists, as praise exists in all of 
its marvelous forms-as an expression to be experienced." 

"Another example of what I am talking about is Craig Koll's 
statement, "Unless a building can be seen to contribute to the 
Church's central objectives, that is, as an adequate meeting 
house and missionary tool, tithing funds will not be wisely 
used in maintaining it." The central use of a church building is 
not a missionary tool, but as a place where one can go to ex- 
press praise to God and to experience communion with his fel- 
low Saints. Until our architecture reflects this idea is will not, 
in my opinion, truly express the Gospel." 

s e x  and s a i n t s  

SWEET CHRISTIAN SPIRITS 

M ORMON MISSIONARY BECOMES PORN STAR 
and superhero in order to finance his temple mar- 
riage. Fantastic? Perverse? No, it's just Orgazmo, the 

latest from Trey Parker, creator and evil genius behind the 
nasty TV cartoon sensation South Park. 

Rated NC-17, this is not a movie for good Mormons to see. 
Critics panned it, and my friends said it was totally tasteless. 
("Too silly to be truly offensive," wrote one reviewer.) But I am 
willing to sacrifice for the sake of research, and enquiring 
minds seek enlightenment: what does Orgazmo, a Hollywood- 
produced, nationally distributed movie, have to say about 
Mormons? 

Fade in: two elders are tracting in L.A. White shirts, name 
tags, and ridiculously tight backpacks-classic nerds. They 
are whistling hymns as they go house to house; door after door 
slams in their hopeful faces. But when they !mock on the door 
of one Maxxx Orbison-porno-magnate and underworld 
boss--Elder Joe Young finds his "golden" contact. Orbison of- 
fers Elder Young a role in his next production, Orgazmo- 
along with twenty thousand dollars and an assurance that Joe 
will not actually have to do the deed. 

In Trey Parker's fractured fantasy, Mormons have to pay to 
be married in the temple. Young moans, "I don't know why the 
Church makes it so expensive to go to the temple," as he 
dreams of marrying Lisa, his loyal BYU girlfriend. 

Trey Parker plays ElderJoe Young, a.k.a. Orgazmo. 
Thanks to Young, the world is "safe for sex again. " 

As the eponymous superhero Orgazmo, Joe Young rescues 
women from evil villains by blasting them with his "orgaz- 
morator." Young's sidekick, "Choda Boy," is actually a moon- 
lighting physicist who invents a genuine "orgazmorator" (or so 
Trey Parker would have us believe). 

What makes Orgazmo funny, of course, is the very thing 
that makes most Mormons uncomfortable-the extreme, ir- 
reverent juxtaposing of a righteous Latter-day Saint against the 
sordid world of porn and crime. But this is no tale of the cor- 
ruption and seduction of an innocent missionary. On the con- 
trary, throughout the film Elder Young struggles consci- 
entiously, albeit ridiculously and comically, with his new ca- 
reer. Awash in a sea of smut, our hero Joe maintains his 
Mormon faith and virginity to the end. He is true and faithful, 
a successful hero. You find yourself liking Joe for his whole- 
some innocence and naivete. 

Should we take umbrage that Hollywood would release 
such a film? Should we picket theaters and write letters of out- 
rage? I say: don't bother. This B-movie will never have a wide 
audience;* those 9,999,900 Mormons who will never see 

* The Tower, Salt Iake's alternative movie house, reports that 
Orgazmo has been its biggest grossing film ever. The Tower has 
been playing it for over two months and with an estimated four- 
teen thousand tickets sold, has made more on this film than has 
any theater in the country. 
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S U N S T O N E  

Orgamo can take comfort in how Joe Young is characterized. Mormons as nerds, it also portrays us as sweet, Christian spir- 
Despite Young's failings, the closing scene shows Jesus appear- its, righteous and unwavering, just as all our slick TV commer- 
ing in a vision to Young and giving him a big, approving cials would have the world believe. 
thumbs up. No question, Young is indeed a Christian. Perhaps -ERIC JONES 
years of Church ER. have payed off: while Orgamo shows Salt Lake City 

1 

MORMON INDEX 
I Number of acres of Church-owned land in Jackson County, Missouri: 14,465 I 
I Number of acres of Church-owned Deseret Ranch in Florida that burned in recent brushfires: 2,000 I 

Percentage of Utah population who are DS: 70 

Percentage of Utah State Legislature who are LDs: 90 

I Number of Articles of Faith cards Tabernacle Choir members took to hand out during their recent European tour: 21,000 I 
Number of pieces of luggage to keep track of on the tour: 1,700 

Range of percentage of Saints involved in polygamy in early Church history according to President Hinckley on Lany King Live: 2 to 5 

I Range of percentage of adult Saints involved in polygamy according to the Encyclopedia of Mormonism: 20 to 25 I 
Percentage of Mormons who have felt in touch with someone dead: 57 

Percentage of Americans who have felt in touch with someone dead: 40 

Number of Saints in Tonga: 106,000 

I Number of community service hours Tongan Saints donated as a birthday gft to the king of Tonga: 1,700 I 
Percentage of U.S. Lt~s women who approve of teenagers having sex: 6 

Percentage of non-LDS U.S. women who approve of teenagers having sex: 15 

I Number of peacekeeping soldiers who have served in war-tom Bosnia: 900 I 
Percentage of former Mormons, residing in Utah, who say thay are now Roman Catholic: 22 

Percentage who say they are Baptist, Born-Again Christian: 5 

I Percentage who say they have no religious preference: 42 I 
I Number of Saints to attend a BYU tailgate party in an Alabama parking lot before a BYU vs. Alabama football game: 1,200 I 

Cost of a genuine, "give all you can," widowk mite Roman coin, mounted on a wood plaque, sold at Deseret Book: $60 

Percentage of LDS women who are mamed in the temple and then later divorce: 7 

I Percentage of IDS women who are not mamed in the temple and who later divorce: 33 I 
I Number of attendees at the 1998 Sunstone Symposium: 1,100 I 

Number of attendees at the 1998.27th annual Speny symposium on the scriptures at BYu in September: 800 

I Number of attendees at the 1998 BWJ education week: 30,000 

I Percentage of active Mormons who say they pray daily: 92 I 
I Percentage of nominal Mormons who say they pray daily: 46 I 
I Percentage of Americans who say they pray daily: 56 I 
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