
S U N S T O N E  

O N  T H E  R E C O R D  

"WE STAND FOR SOMETHING" 

DS Church President Gordon B. Hinckley's tenure will be known for, among other things, the number of interviews 
that he has granted to the media. In these, he is praisedfor his comfortable, non-defensive conversational style that 
wins over hearers and journalists. Among Latter-day Saints, his interviews are also knownfor his ability to gloss 
over potentially unpopular Church teachings to the point that some Saints have wondered, as President Hinckley 
admitted in ageneral conference, whether he infact understands Church doctrine. 

Here are excerpts from two interviews. The first, an interview with David Ransom of the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation's Compass, N Religious, aired on 9 November 1997. The second, an interview with 
Larry King of CNN, aired on 8 September 1998. Both are reprinted by permission; contact these websitesfor com- 
plete transcripts: <http:www.abc.net.au/compass/intervs/hinckl.ht, <http://w.lds.org/ed4-News-Update/ 
19980908-OW-Transcript. html>, or<http://www/cndcom>. 

COMPASS 

ON DISSENT 

RANSOM: There does seem to 
be, though, an uncritical acceptance 
of a conformist style? 

GBH: Uncritical? No. Not un- 
critical. People think in a very 

critical way before they come 
into this Church. When they 
come into this Church, they're 
expected to conform. And they 
find happiness in that confor- 
mity 

RANSOM: But not allowed to 
question? 

GBH: Oh, they are allowed to 

question. Look-this Church 
came of intellectual dissent. We 
maintain the largest private uni- 
versity in America. 

RANSOM: And that continues to 
this day? 

GBH: Twenty-seven thousand 
students. 

RANSOM: And that dissent con- 

I tinues to that this day? 
GBH: Oh, absolutely, ab- 

solutely We expect people to 
think for themselves. Now, if 
they get off and begin to fight the 
Church and that sort of thing, as 
one or two do now and again, we 
simply disfellowship them and 
go our way But those cases are 
really very, very few. 

RANSOM: Just looking at the 
missionaries as I came in today, it 
reminded me very much of the 
fifties. The sort ofvalues ofthefifties 
in Australia. 

GBH: Yeah. 
RANSOM: Do you agree? 
GBH: It's cleaned up. The 

shirts on. White shirts, ties, suits. 
Conservative dress. Does remind 
you of the fifties. Contrast that 
with what you see today And 
you get the whole picture. 

RANSOM: Do you think the 
fifties were a better time? 

GBH: I think the fifties were a 
good time, and I think this is a 
great time. 

ON MOTHER IN HEAVEN 

RANSOM: And God has a wge? 
GBH: I don't know, but I sup- 

pose so. As we have a Father, I 
assume we have a mother. 

RANSOM: I understood your 
teachings said that God has a wife? 

GBH: Yes. Well, we . . . Yes, 
we have a mother in heaven. We 
believe so. We're sons and 
daughters of God. 

ON CONTINUING REVELATION 

RANSOM: As the world leader of 
the the Church, how are you in 
touch with God? Can you explain 
thatfor me? 

GBH: I pray. I pray to him. 
Night and morning. I speak with 
him. I think he hears my prayers. 
As he hears the prayers of others. 
I think he answers them. 

RANSOM: But more than that, 
because you're leader ofthe Church. 
Do you have a special connection? 

GBH: I have a special relation- 
ship in terms of the Church as an 
institution. Yes. 

RANSOM: And you receive . . . 
GBH: For the entire Church. 
RANSOM: You receive? 
GBH: Now, we don't need a lot 
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of continuing revelation. We 
have a great, basic reservoir of 
revelation. But if a problem 
arises, as it does occasionally, a 
vexatious thing with which we 
have to deal, we go to the Lord in 
prayer. We discuss it as a First 
Presidency and as a Council of 
the Twelve Apostles. We pray 
about it, and then comes the 
whisperings of a still, small voice. 
And we know the direction we 
should take, and we proceed ac- 
cordingly 

RANSOM: And this is a revela- 
tion? 

GBH: This is a revelation. 
RANSOM: How often have you 

received such revelations? 
GBH: Oh, I don't know. I feel 

satisfied that in some circum- 
stances, we've had such revela- 
tion. It's a very sacred thing that 
we don't like to talk about a lot. A 
very sacred thing. 

RANSOM: But it's a special expe- 
rience? 

GBH: I think it's a real thing. 
It's a very real thing. And a spe- 
cial experience. 

ON BLACKS AND PRIESTHOOD 

RANSOM: NOW, Up until 1978, 1 
understand Blacks were not allowed 
to be priests in your Church? 

GBH: That is correct. 
Although we have Black mem- 
bers of the Church. They felt that 
they would gain more in this 
Church than any other with 
which they were acquainted, and 
they were members of the 
Church. In 1978, we (the presi- 
dent of the Church) received a 
revelation under which all 
worthy men would receive all the 
blessings of the Church available 
to them as well as to any others. 
So across the world now, we are 
teaching the gospel to Blacks, 
whites, everyone else who will 
listen. 

RANSOM: So in retrospect, was 
the Church wrong in that? 

GBH: No, I don't think it was 
wrong. It, things, various things 
happened in different periods. 
There's a reason for them. 

RANSOM: What w a  the reason 
for that? 

GBH: I don't know what the 

GBH: I forgive the actor as far 
LARRY KING LIVE as I am concerned. I am not 

ON MORMONISM'S SUCCESS 

It's happened, but it's divisive." 
Let's get the report from Mr. Starr, 
let's have the Congress act on it, 
let's make a decision, let's move 
on. 

reason was. But I know that 
we've rectified whatever may 
have appeared to be wrong at 
that time. 
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Congress must make their deci- 
sion. 

KING: So when you say youfor- 
gve . . . you forgive the actol; not 
the act? 

ON 

KING: What, President Hinck- 
ley, are your thoughts on President 
Clinton? 

GBH: Well, I feel sorry for him 
in the first place. Here's a man of 
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trying to hold any malice against 
him or anybody else. I think 
that5 my responsibility to extend 
the hand of forgiveness and help- 
fulness. But at the same time, the 
position of President of the 
United States of America carries 
with it a tremendous trust. In my 

KING: In a major front page 
story on the Mormons, Time maga- 
zine quoted the sociologst Rodney 
Stark of the University of Washing- 
ton. He said that in about eighty- 
two years, Mormon membership 
worldwide will be 260 million. 
What is the attraction? 

GBH: I think many several 
things do. One, we stand for 
something. We stand solid and 
strong for something. We don't 
equivocate. We don't just fuss 
around over this and that. People 
are loolung for something in this 
world of shifting values, of an- 
chors that are slipping. Many 
people are looking for something 
that they can hold on to, an an- 
chor to which they can attach 
their lives. That's one thing. 

Two, we expect things of our 
people. We expect them to do 
things. We expect them to mea- 
sure up to certain standards. It 
isn't always easy to be a member 
of this church. It's demanding. 
But it's wonderfully fruitful and 
has a tremendous effect upon 
people. 

KING: You require helping 
people lessfortunate, right? 

GBH: Yes, sir, we do. 
KING: Are people ever thrown 

out ofyour church? 

great talent and ca- judgment, an 
pacity who has evi- inescapable 
dently just hurt "We don't need trust. 
himself so sen- I brought 
ously that it must a I o ~  of ~0tlfinLJillg with me some 
be a terrible thing words from 
for him. revelation. We George Wash- 
Personally, I for- ington, the first 
give him. The Lord have a great, inaugural ad- 
has said, "I, the dress of 1789. 
Lord, will forgive basic reservoir This is what he 
whom I will for- said, he hoped 
gve, but of YOU, it's of revelation." "that the foun- 
required to forgve dations of our 
all men." And in 
that sense, I forgve him of any 
offenses committed against me. 
But he still has accountability 
He's accountable to the Congress. 
He's accountable to the people of 
the United States who elected 
him. He's accountable to God. I 
believe that, and that's what he 
must face. 

KING: And who determines that 
accounting? 

national policy 
will be laid in the pure and im- 
mutable principles of private 
morality and the preeminence of 
free government be exemplified 
by all the attributes which can 
win the affections of its citizens 
and command the respect of the 
world." That's a great statement. 
Is it asking too much of our 
public servants to not only make 
of this nation the greatest nation 

gress of the United GBH: Yes. 
States, the House of "I condemn it [polygamy], yes, KING: For. . . ? 
Representatives, GBH: Doing what they 
where it will go first, as a practice, because I think shouldn't do. Preaching 
and if they make a false doctrine, speaking out 
judgment there that it is not doctrinal." publicly They can carry all 
in the direction of im- the opinion they wish 

GBH: The Con- 

within their head, so to 
speak, but if they begin to try to 
persuade others, then they may 
be called in to a disciplinary 
council. . . . We don't excommu- 
nicate many, but we do some. 

POLYGAMY 

KING: Now, the big story ragng 
in Utah . . . is polygamy in Utah. 
There's been major charges. The 
governor, Mike Leavitt, says that 

peachment, then it 
will go to the Senate. 

KING: I f  the charges we've 
heard, just what he admitted to, ob- 
viously that part is true, if that's it, 
there are some saying that he should 
resign and some saying he 
shouldn't. Do you think he should 
leave the post $he has morally im- 
paired it? 

GBH: I think he must make 
his own decision and the 

on earth politically militarily, but 
also to gve moral leadership to 
the world? 

KING: What do you think it's 
done to the country? 

gbh: 1 think it's fractured the 
country for one thing. I see the 
evidence of that everywhere, as I 
have listened to your program, 
various Congress and on, I've 
said to myself, "This is divisive. 



there are legal reasons why the state 
of Utah has not prosecuted alleged 
polygamists. Leavitt said plural 
marriage may be protected by the 
First Amendment. He is the great- 
great-grandson, is the governor, ofa 
polygamist. First, tell me about the 
Church and polygamy. When it 
started, it allowed it? 

GBH: when our people came 
west, they permitted it on a re- 
stricted scale. . . . The figures I 
have are from, between, 2 per- 
cent and 5 percent of our people 
were involved in it. It was a very 
limited practice, carefully safe- 

state chooses to move on it, that's 
a responsibility of civil officers. 

KING: President Hinckley, when 
the press pays attention to it, it does 
affect you, certainly in a public rela- 
tions sense? 

GBH: It does, because people 
mistakenly assume that this 
church has something to do with 
that. It has nothing whatever to 
do with it. It has had nothing to 
do with it for a very long time. It's 
outside the realm of our respon- 
sibility These people are not 
members. Any man or woman 
who becomes involved in it is ex- 

cemed, I have nothing to do with 
it. It belongs to the civil officers 
of the state. 

KING: You condemn it. 
GBH: I condemn it, yes, as a 

practice, because I think that it is 
not doctrinal. It is not legal. And 
this church takes the position 
that we will abide by the law. "We 
believe in being subject to kings, 
presidents, rulers, magistrates in 
honoring, obeying, and sus- 
taining the law." 

ON THE SOCIAL GOSPEL, 
MORAL ISSUES, AND GUNS 

KING: Neither do I, but are you 
thinking about maybe speaking out 
more on guns? 

GBH: I don't think we've gven 
it any consideration that I re- 
member. 

guarded.. In 1890, that practice 
was discontinued. The president 
of the Church, the man who oc- 
cupied the position which I oc- 
cupy today, went before the 
people, said he had prayed about 

CENSORSHIP 

CALLER: A recent news story 
said that a video of, videos of the 
movie Titanic being sold in Utah 
were having certain parts edited or 
censored. What parts are they, and 
why? And do you or the Mormon 
church believe in the censorship of 
books orfilms? 

GBH: No, we don't censor 
books and films, as a practice, 
no. This thing that's taking place 
has nothing whatever to do with 
the Church, not a thing. 

communicated from the Church. 
KING: Prosecutors in Utah are 

quoted as saying, they told the Salt 
Lake Tribune, that it's difficult to 
prosecute polygamists because of a 
lack of evidence, and ex-wives and 

WOMEN AND PRIESTHOOD 

KING: I have not heard a 
[Mormon] Sunday service that 
would discuss world poverty, or 
President Clinton, or what they 
think of Bosnia. . . 

GBH: We don't think much 
it, worked on it, and about it, but we act! 
had received from the That's what happens. 
Lord a revelation that We've canied on a great 
it was time to stop, to 'They [women] don't humanitarian effort. 
discontinue it. Then, KING: Feeding people? 
that's 118 years ago. hold the priesthood. . . . GBH: Feeding people, 
It's behind us. giving them medicine, 

KING: B U ~  when the It would take another clothing, food. ~ o r t h  
word [polygamy] is Korea, we don't let poli- 
mentioned, when YOU revelation to bring that about. tics stand in the way of 
hear the word, you what we do. 
think "Mormon," right? I don't anticipate it. KING: YOU work in 

GBH: You do, mis- North Korea? 
takenly They have no The women of the Church GBH: Yes, we've just 
connection with us been very helpful there. 
whatever. They don't are not complaining about it." We've given them a lot of 
belong to the Church. money. We've sent a 

CALLER: Since we're getting into 
the twentylfirst century, President 
Hinckley, what is the chance that 
women may hold the priesthood in 
the Mormon church? 

GBH: Well, they don't hold the 
priesthood at the present time. It 
would take another revelation to 
bring that about. I don't antici- 
pate it. The women of the 
Church are not complaining 
about it. They have their own or- 
ganization, a very strong organi- 
zation, four million plus 
members. I don't know of an- 
other women's organization in 
the world which does so much 
for women as does that this 
church has. They're happy They 
sit on boards and governance in 
the Church. I don't hear any 
complaints about it. 

KING: Do you know why they 
can't be priests? 

GBH: Well, only that the Lord 
has not designated that they will 
be. 

KING: And the same-that's the 
same position as the Pope? 

GBH: Same principle, yes, . . . 
I think so. 

KING: So a revelation could 
come to you, or it could come to the 
Pope or the next president or the 
next Pope? 

GBH: That's what it would 
take. That's exactly what it would 
take. 0 

There are actually no 
Mormon fundamentalists. 

KING: Are you surprised that 
there's, apparently, a lot of 
polygamy in Utah? 

GBH: I've seen the thing grow 
somewhat. I don't know how 
much it is. I don't know how per- 
vasive it is. 

KING: Should there be arrests? 
GBH: It's matter of civil proce- 

dure. The Church can't do any- 
thing. We have no authority in 
this matter, none whatever. 

KING: Would you like to see the 
state to clamp down on it? 

GBH: I think I leave that en- 
tirely in the hands of the civil of- 
ficers. It's a civil offense. It's in 
violation of the law. We have 
nothing to do with it. We are to- 
tally distanced from it, and if the 
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daughters rarely complain about it. 
. . . Do you see that as a problem? 

GBH: It's secretive. There is a 
certain element of secretiveness 
about it. I suppose they have 
some difficulty, they say they do, 
in gathering evidence. 

KING: Should the Church be 
more forceful in speaking out? I 
mean, you're forceful here tonight, 
but maybe in saying that it's rather 
than just a state matter; encour- 
aging the state to prosecute. 

GBH: I don't know. We'll con- 
sider it. 

KING: I'm giving you an idea. 
GBH: Yeah, yeah. 
KING: Wmld you look better i f  

you were? 
GBH: I don't know if we 

would or not. As far as I'm con- 

farmer there, an expert 
from Canada, to show them how 
to raise crops. 

KING: This is politics aside, 
then? 

GBH: Politics aside. The 
Church does not become in- 
volved in politics. We don't favor 
any candidate. We don't permit 
our buildings to be used for po- 
litical purposes. We don't favor 
any party 

KING: But you do speak out, or 
will speak out, on moral issues? 

GBH: We speak very strongly 
on moral issues. Gambling, 
liquor, what have you. Yes. 

KING: Against them all, right? 
GBH: That's right. 
KING: How about guns? 
GBH: Guns, we haven't done 

much with. I don't have one. 


