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TEXAS JURY ORDERS CHURCH 
TO PAY $4 MILLION 

A MONTGOMERY COUNTY, Texas, jury unanimously ordered The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to pay $4 million to a thir- 
teen-year-old boy who was molested five years ago by a Church 
youth leader. The 8 October ruling awarded the victim $1 million 
more than the boy's attorneys had sued for. Church spokesperson 
Dan Rascon was quoted in an Associated Press wire service story 
saylng that the Church will appeal the ruling. 

The jury found the Church negligent for not protecting the child 
from Charles John Blome, 70, now serving a fifteen-year prison sen- 
tence. While the jury found that the Church and four former bishops 
did not act maliciously or consciously, they nevertheless failed in 
their duty to protect the child. At the time the crimes were revealed, 
the bishop notified Blome that he was a suspect. Blome was thereby 
able to destroy evidence that likely would have led to a lengthier 
prison term. 

Blome molested at least four other boys from 1982 to 1994. 

SOUTHERN VIRGINIA 
COLLEGE THRIVING 

SOUTHERN VIRGINIA COLLEGE, a former all-women's seminary 
purchased by LDS businessmen in 1996 (see SUNSTONE, Dec. 1996). 
is transitioning into a private, LDS-oriented school with such aplomb 
that school administrators already see it as a pattern for promoting 
LDS values world-wide. 

"If we can find out what the model looks like that doesn't need 
tithing funds, then it can be replicated in other places," David W 
Ferrel, president of Southern Virginia College, told audience mem- 
bers at an August education conference at BW. The Deseret News re- 
ported that Ferrel, a former mission president, is now an area 

Despite long odds, Southern Virginia College appears to be thriving 

authority serving in the Church's Fifth Quorum of the Seventy in ad- 
dition to his position at the school. 

In the three years that Southern Virgnia has been owned by the 
LDS investors, the school has gotten out of debt and raised nearly $19 
million, according to the News. When the investors orignally pur- 
chased the college (which had $4.5 million in debt at the time), they 
hoped to raise $50 million over five years from corporate sponsors 
and individuals. In its first year as a "mini-BW," Southern Virgnia 
had only seventy-four students. But for the 1998-'99 school year, it 
will have about three hundred attendees, and officials say the current 
campus could handle as many as twelve hundred. Long-term plans 
allow for large-scale building on the school's campus so that up to six 
thousand students could someday call Southern Virginia home. 

For the time being, though, lack of accreditation still hampers any 

M O R M O N  M E D I A  I M A G E  

SITCOM BELITTLES MORMONS, W S  BELIEFS 
A RECENT episode of the ABC sitcom The Hughleys took a cheap shot at Mormons and their beliefs. Notwithstanding that The Hughleyk 
has a generally anti-racist, anti-bigotry bent, Mormons were apparently deemed to be a worthy target of derision, according to Deseret 
News television editor Scott D. Pierce. Pierce described in the News the aberrant, seemingly out-of-place scene in which Mormons bear 
the brunt of an odd, humorless joke. 

Depicting a rather typical Monday Night Football scene, the show casts three men sitting around watching the game that just happens 
to feature the San Francisco Forty-Niners against the Oakland Raiders. Darryl Hughley, star of the sitcom, is a 'Niners fan while one of his 
two friends mocks him. 

"How can you root for such a squeaky clean team? I mean, their quarterback is a Mormon," Hughley's friend, Milsap, taunts, referring 
to former BW star Steve Young. Then Milsap asks Dave, who is the only white guy in the scene, "Hey, no offense. You not a Mormon or 
nothin', are ya?" With a huge swig of his beer, Dave derisively responds, "Here's how much of a Mormon I am." Pierce notes that Dave's 
body language insinuates that anyone who shuns alcohol for religous reasons is a fool. "Well, then, hallelujah to ya," Hughley concludes. 

"It's a bizarre little scene, particularly given that it has nothing to do with anything that happens in the rest of the episode. And it's par- 
ticularly odd coming in a show that has as its premise race relations," Pierce concludes. 
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serious hopes Southern Virginia's owners have for attracting serious 
students. Until the school gets accrediation-which it hopes to do 
within the next two years-BW, other Church-owned schools, and 
even public colleges within the Mormon heartland will continue to 
draw those Eastern U.S. students who are concerned about both the 
strength of their degrees and learning in an LDS environment. 

As a place for young LDS to meet other like-minded and -spirited 
individuals, however, Southern Virginia is already a success. In the 
last academic year, while the school had only two hundred students, 
it also had twenty-two LDS temple marriages. 

Ferrel noted that groups of interested, potential LDS investors have 
approached him about helping them set up similar institutions in 
Southern California and Texas. Ferrel has not jumped at those offers, 
however, concentrating instead on his Buena Vista, Virginia, college. 

Eventually, Ferrel would like to see the idea of independent, pri- 
vate, LDS-oriented places of higher education going international. "To 
me, places like Mexico City and Sao Paulo are more interesting be- 
cause schools there would be places where the LDS young people 
could come together, then go on missions and get married and stay 
[in their homelands] ," Ferrel told the News. 

President Hinckley, Pioneer Descendents Dedicate St. pleasures of the world were nothing as long as they were working 
George Monument. Thousands gathered on the campus of Dixie for their family You learn a lot about that on the trek," said Crystal 
College in St. George, Utah, 9 October 1998 for dedicatory cere- Snow of Provo, Utah, to the Salt Lake Tribune. - - 
monies of a new monument honoring the original settlers of the 
area. President Hinckley was among those present, offering his re- 
marks. Noting the beautiful locale, President Hinckley said of the 
pioneers, "They didn't worry about the scenery, they didn't have 
time to. Their condition was desperate." The monument-life-size 
bronze sculptures of the settler-includes an engraving with all 
the names of the first pioneers. 

New Statue Commemorates Pioneers in Winter Quarters. 
Franz Johansen, a former art professor at BW, received a one-year 
call to the sculpting mission. Sculpting mission? That's right; 
Johansen's call was to create a depictive sculpture of pioneers 
crossing the plains enroute to Utah, according to the Deseret News. 
The art, which Johansen unveiled in April 1998, now adorns the 
Mormon Trail Center at Historic Winter Quarters near Omaha, 
Nebraska. Johansen's work depicts in bronze a family of seven 
handcart-pulling pioneers. 

I 
Pioneers' trava~ls remembered In new, Nebraska art. 

"Mini" Trek Reenacts Saints' Journey to Canada. 
Following the paths of their pioneer forbears, on 10 August 1998 
about ninety Church members began a 735 mile journey from 
Preston, Idaho, to Cardston, Alberta. The trail was originally blazed 
in 1887 by Mormon polygamists intent on finding refuge from the 
U.S. government. Now being led by some who had participated in 
1997's famous sesquicentennial pioneer trek from Iowa to Utah, the 
latest group of LDs trekkies had similar goals to others doing pio- 
neer reenactments-learning of their ancestors' toils. "To them, the 

Church Booted off "Yellow Pages" Website. A private 
Internet site called "Houses of Worship" ( w h o w s . n e t ) ,  which 
was orignally intended to provide all religions with a medium of 
publicity, in July removed from its listings the LDs church, the 
JehovahS Witnesses, and the Unitarian church. The three-member 
Houses of Worshin hoard .... 

voted to remove the three re- 
Ilmons after some rellgous . - , - - - " " 
groups complained about 
being listed side-by-side 
with groups they consider to 
be non-Christian cults. 
Board member Robert 
Thibadeau told the Christian 
Science Monitor that the 
. . 
board members themselves 
are uncomfortable with their Latter-day Saints no longer welcome. 
action and want to be as in- 
clusive as possible, adding that any church that considers itself 
Christian is welcome on their site. 

Missionaries Pulled from Serbia, Albania. Amid growing 
tension between Serbian forces and occupying NATO soldiers, the 
Church on 3 October reassigned fourteen missionaries who were 
serving in Serbia. The missionaries-twelve proselyting and one 
humanitarian senior couple-were reassigned to Croatia. Both 
Serbia and Croatia fall within the Austria Vienna South Mission. 
The Church has about one hundred members in Serbia. Twenty- 
four missionaries were also pulled from Albania in August after 
anti-American threats became vociferous. The twenty single mis- 
sionaries and two couples were reassigned in various parts of 
Europe, the Deseret News reported. 

Church Grows in Togo 44 percent-in Just One Day. 
Eleven touring dancers from the small, West African nation of Togo 
visited Church-owned Rcks College in Rexburg, Idaho, and then 
stayed in Bountiful, Utah, for a month as part of a cultural ex- 
change. After tours of Temple Square and learning about the re- 
stored gospel, all eleven dancers were baptized on 20 September 
1998, all vowing to cany their testimonies back to their homeland. 
Previously, Togo was home to only twenty-five Latter-day Saints, 
and thus, as noted in the Deseret News, President Hinckley's oft re- 
peated encouragement to Saints in Africa last February has come to 
pass; on many occassions, he told African Saints that their numbers 
would abundantly swell. 
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BIG MORMON FAMILIES BUCK 
NATIONAL EDUCATION TREND 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY sociologst Douglas Downey discovered 
that big families mean lower educational attainment among the chil- 
dren. Then he discovered an exception: Mormons. For LDS, there was 
no correlation between education and family size. 

Downey theorizes that Mormon parents spend less time and 
money on themselves than do other parents, thereby devoting more 
resources to the children. Also, Downey believes that Mormons' com- 
munal lifestyles abet a child's education. 

Downey and graduate assistant Stefanie Neubauer reported their 
findings at the annual conference of the American Sociologcal 
Association, held in San Francisco. The findings were also described 
in the Chronicle of Higher Education. 

HOFFMAN-ESQUE, FAUX MORMON 
COINS NOW ON SALE 

DURING HIS DIABOLICAL but bril- 
liant forgery career, Mark Hofmann cre- 
ated imitations of early Mormon coins 
in addition to his infamous documents. 
Hofmann passed his counterfeit coins 
on to unsuspecting dealers, and 
through the process, the con man resur- 
rected a forgotten art-small-scale 
minting-which he subsequently 
passed on to one of his prison guards, 
Charles M. "Chuck Larson. 

An amateur historian from Orem, 
Utah, Larson worked for a time as a 
block sergeant in the Utah State C I ~ ~ ~ i I ~ ~ u r s ~ r ~ i t - g f t i t ~ : ;  
Penitentiary, where he would speak jam M o m o n  coins. 
long with the master forger. "We talked 
about forgery, Mormon history, and things like that," Larson told the 
Deseret News. Larson, who is working on a book on forgery, said "I 
showed him a little bit of the research I was doing into numismatic 
forgery . . . and he told me it was a shame we didn't meet on the 
street." 

In 1849 under Brigham Young's direction, Mormon settlers 
minted, from California gold, coins with the words "Holiness to the 
Lord on one side and a pair of clasped hands on the other. The ten- 
dollar coins provided a convenient way for the Saints to do com- 
merce among themselves and also with the world outside Deseret. 
The coins could be traded for goods from the Eastern United States, 
and when they eventually wound their way to eastern banks, they 
would be melted and re-minted. Hence, relatively few remain. 
"Mormon gold coins are so rare and so valuable that only very 
wealthy people can own them," Larson said. 

For the sake of historical fascination and education, Larson is un- 
dertaking to recreate the coins. Larson has spent "virtually every 
minute" of his spare time since last February recreating the ma- 
chinery of nineteenth-century minting. 

"We make everything. . . . You can't get it at K-mart," Larson told 
the News. He is selling his replicated coins-made of copper, not 
gold-for fifteen dollars, hoping to distribute his piece of faux history 
widely to Mormon history buffs. 

Of his creations, Larson added, "There's a lot of history dripping 
from them. I touch one of them and it's like a catalyst to transport you 
historically" 

For information on purchasing a faux Mormon coin, contact 
Sunstone or e-mail <Ranchsabr@aol.com> or call 801/224-3683. 

LDS CALIFORNIA DOCTOR CONVICTED 
OF SEXUAL MISCONDUCT 

A FAIRFIELD, California, physician and past stake president has 
been convicted of sixteen felony counts of sexual penetration and 
two felony counts of practicing medicine without a license. 
According to the SF Weekly of San Francisco, the case divided and 
polarized the Bay Area L D ~  community John Parkinson was accused 
of having abusive relationships with women patients for years. He 
was sentenced to six years in prison on 2 June 1998, but Solano 
Superior Court Judge James Moelk delayed the sentence pending an 
appeal. 

The SF Weekly of 5-11 August 1998 reported a sordid tale in 
which Parkinson before, while, and after serving as a local stake pres- 
ident, convinced several Fairfield women that they needed regular 
pelvic exams to treat bogus ailments. Some of the women reportedly 
received hundreds of such exams, with exams being routinely per- 
formed, sometimes as often as daily, for up to six months. In addi- 
tion, the women alleged that Parkinson treated them with 
medications that created symptoms unrelated to any genuine ail- 
ments in order to convince them that they needed to keep receiving 
Parkinson5 care. The women said Parkinson, who was known 
throughout the community for never turning a needy patient away, 
had their implicit trust because of his community and ecclesiastical 
status. 

S P E E C H E S  & 
C O N F E R E N C E S  

STRENGTHEN FAMILIES, SISTER 
HINCKLEY COUNSELS 

MARJORIE F! HINCKLEY, wife of 
Church President Gordon B. 
Hinckley, addressed the Utah 
Governor's Initiative on Families 
Today (GIFT) marriage conference on 
18 September 1998. The Deseret 
News reported that this conference 
sewed two functions. First, Utah's 
Governor Mike Leavitt announced 
the formation of the Governor's 
Commission on Marriage that will 
seek to find ways to strengthen mar- 
riaees throuehout the state and focus - -~ 
0-- " 

attention on marital problems. Matjone P Hinckley 

Second, Sister Hinckly addressed at- 
tendees, being representative of one who had succeeded at her mar- 
riage. 

"I suppose my only qualification to stand and gve you any advice 
is because I've been around so long," the prophet's wife joked. "We've 
been married for sixty-one years, and we're still speaking to each 
other." 

Hinckley reminisced about struggles she and the young Gordon 
had early in their marriage as the Great Depression enveloped their 
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lives. "Those days were not always blissful, but we loved each other 
. . . . But we had to get used to each other." 

"A woman should have more in her hand than a broom and more 
in her head than laundry operations," Hinckley said, according to the 
News. "I'm grateful for a husband that lets me do my own thing-he 
has no choice." 

But Sister Hinckley acknowledged that living with the prophet is 
not always easy "One time he was going to South America. The night 
before he was scheduled to leave, I asked if I was going with him in 
the morning. He told me we don't have to worry about that tonight." 

PRESIDENT HINCKLEY ADDRESSES 
PILGRIM DESCENDENTS 

IN A Salt Lake City speech before two hundred delegates of the 
General Society of Mayflower Descendants, President Gordon B. 
Hinckley spoke of how the settlers of Plymouth Colony "put their 
trust in the Almighty and worked endlessly to make their dreams 
come true." Today, however, the dream of America is in jeopardy, the 
Deseret News paraphrased the Church president's remarks. President 
Bill Clinton has damaged, if not destroyed, the country's trust in its 
leaders, but President Clinton's woes are only indicative of the sick- 
ness in society as a whole. But is there hope for America? Indeed so, 
President Hinckley further counseled, saying "I'm an optimist." The 
nation's wounds can healed when a "good father" and a "special 
mother" can be found in every home, the News reported. President 
Hinckley is a tenth generation descendent of Stephen Hopkins, who 
sailed on the Mayflower. 

HEART T'HEART COMES TOGETHER 
A TWELVE-STEP program for Mormons of all addictions, Heart 
t'Heart hosted its seventh annual conference at Salt Lake Community 
College on 19 September 1998. George Pace, retired BYU religion 
professor, addressed the group on the power of Christ's atonement. 
Heart t'Heart was created in 1991 by Colleen Bernhard, an active 
Mormon and mother of twelve, according to the Salt Lake Tribune. 

Bernhard had turned to Overeaters Anonymous in 1981. Of that 
experience, she told the Tribune, "I could see the principles would 
correlate to principles in LDS scriptures and gospel, but I had to make 
the connections myself." Seven years and two hundred pounds later, 
Bernhard wrote He Did Deliver Me From Bondage, a book that links 
each of the twelve anti-addiction steps to Mormon scripture. 

Heart t'Heart now has twenty-seven chapters in eight states and 
Canada and Japan. Mormons at the chapter meetings have such dis- 
parate problems as over-spending, sexual addiction, compulsive 
housecleaning, and TV watching. The organization maintains its in- 
dependence from the Church and is separate from Substance Abuse 
Volunteer Efforts (SAVE)-a Mormon-oriented recovery program- 
and from various LDS Social Service addiction programs. 

B Y U P D A T E  

BYU CREATES SCHOOL OF FAMILY LIFE 
"POWERFUL AND sinister forces are at work against the family," 
Apostle Boyd K. Packer warned attendees at a BYU banquet on 10 
Sepetember 1998, held to announce the creation of a new school at 

the Church university The School of Family Life was launched amid 
words of counsel to the school's new administrators from BYU 
President Menill Bateman, in addition to the apostle. Elder Packer 
told his listeners that creation of the school may, in fact, become the 
most important event in BYU'S history. "You must succeed. You must," 
he said in the Deseret News story. 

The new school is part of the College of Family, Home and Social 
Sciences, and will have thirty-seven faculty members. James M. 
Harper, a BYu family science professor, has been named director of 
the School of Family Life. The News reported that the greatest antici- 
pation for the school will be its bringng together scholars from an 
eclectic array of disciplines, such as political science, nursing, chem- 
istry, religon, law, and psychology. Also, those addressing the ban- 
quet said they expect the school to have broad influence in public 
policy throughout the world. 

President Bateman said that "The goal of this school is to make 
sure that students who leave here know how to relate to their spouses 
and how to build a good family" Elder Packer also said "The Family: 
A Proclamation to the World will serve as the schook charter: 
"Literally, the safety of humanity hangs in the balance. The principles 
in the proclamation run counter to the prevailing views of society, but 
these principles are ours to implement and to share." 

BYU STILL SOBER, BUT NOW A 
SECOND-TIER SCHOOL AS WELL 

IN ITS annual rankings of the nation's best universities and colleges, 
U.S. News and World Report has ranked Brigham Young University 
among the magazine's second tier of schools. The second tier includes 
universities that rank between 51st and 117th out of 311, although 
the ranlungs do not list the schools relative to one another. And after 
falling last year from the Princeton Review's top ten list of "stone cold 
sober" schools, BYU jumped all the way to number one in the 1998 
rankings. BYU'S wild movement in these sobriety rankings has led 
some to speculate that BYU'S absence on last year's poll was more in- 
dicative of the sobriety of the Princeton Review judges than of BYU stu- 
dents. 

Bw also ranked 11th in the Princeton Review's quality of life 
survey, 2nd in most conservative schools, and 1st for students who 
pray the most. 

In past years, U.S. News has ranked BYU consistently as a third-tier 
academic school. The Deseret News reported that several factors con- 
tributed in BYU'S jumping up a tier, including higher scores in acad- 
emic reputation, graduation rates, and freshman retention. Also, the 
News said that for several years BYU has lobbied U.S. News not to pe- 
nalize the Church-owned school when its students take leaves of ab- 
sence to serve Church missions, which prolongs the time to graduate. 
That lobbying may at last be bearing fruit. 

"We think it more accurately reflects where we are than it has in 
the past," President Memll J. Bateman told the News. "For us to be 
recognized as high as we are p e n  our few number of doctoral pro- 
grams is very good and speaks well of our people." 

In related news, President Bateman told a September convocation 
that when he first came to BYU in January 1996, he felt that the school 
had "considerable progress" to make before he could deem the school 
a "Zion university" 

"In contrast to my view of three years ago, the recent impression 
has been that Brigham Young University is a 'Zion university,"' 
Bateman was quoted in the Salt Lake Tribune. He added that the 
"link between church and university will become stronger than 
ever." 
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A woman known nationwide for her support ot tine arts and T Edgar Lyon Award of Excellence: 
Craig Lowell Foster for "The 
Sensational Murder of James R. 
Hay and Trial of Peter Mortensen," 
in Utah Historical Quarterly (Winter 
1997) 

T. Edgar Lyon Award of Excellence: 
Roger Launius for "Pretender to 
the Throne: R. C. Evansand the 
Problem of Priesthood Succession 
in the Reorganization," in Dialogue: 
A Journal of Mormon Thought 

Church service, June Dixon Oaks died of cancer on 21 July, 
1998, at age 65. Oaks, wife of Apostle Dallin H. Oaks, was raised 
in Spanish Fork, Utah. As a high school senior, June Dixon met 
her future husband who was in his first year of 
married 24 June 1952, and are the parents of 
1986 Church News internew, Elder Oaks sal 
achievement and career successes have been based on the fact 1 
marned someone I loved, who helped me focus my energies. I had 
a B average when I met June; after we marned, I had an A average. 
We were qulte poor when I was In college; we had two children by 
the tlme I finished BYU, and three children by tE 
from law school. She never complained and she n 
possible for every professional, church and farnil) 

Alex Joseph, 

college. TI 
six childr 

id, "My a 

ley were 

le time I g 
nade every 
r goal we p 

raduated 
sacrifice 
lursued." 

Lnc Dixon Oaks (Summer 1997 
launita Brooks Award for the Best 

lergraduate Paper: Amy Harris for "the Branch: England 
le 19th Century" 
iita Brooks Award for the Best Graduate Paper: Matthew 
dfrey for "Political Intrigue: Public Welfare as Profiteering? 

The 1920 Indictment of the Utah-Idaho Sugar Company" 
ial Citatiol . Groberg, Edwin C. Robinson, G. 
fin Jones 

,, J's Collegium ~esculapium Foundation, an association for 
Mormon doctors, I two awards in April 1998, one for hu- 
manitarian achie td the other for distinguished service. 
Elder Neal A. I of the Church's Quorum of the Twelve 

humanitarian Church and educational service 
*d William Jackson was cited for distinguished 
ational children with correctable physical chal- 

.,..,,,, such as cleft lips or crossed eyes. While serving as a 
Philippines mission president, Jackson noticed many children with 
such problems. He later founded the Deseret International 
Foundation, which helps Third World doctors learn to perform 
routine, corrective operations. 

In July, the University of Utah's Board of Trustees announced the 
creation of a presidential endowed chair in honor of Apostle Neal 
A. Maxwell. The chair, which requires a $1.25 million endow- 
ment tc Funded-of which two thirds had been raised be- 
fore th zement-will be housed in the political science 
depart] 

rrell Spencer, formerly of BYU'S English faculty, was se- 
as this year's winner of the Flannery O'Connor Award for 
=iction, administered by the University of Georgia. Spencer 

,,.,,,,;ly has two collections of fiction, and a third will be published 
by the awarding university in about one year. Spencer follows 
closely on the heels of Mormon Paul Rawlins, who won the same 
award in 1996. 

For writing the lyrics to the famous Mormon anthem "I Am a 
Child of God," ninety-year-old Naomi Randall was honored at 
BYU by President Memll J. Bateman, and thirty-eight hundred stu- 
dents attending the devotional gave Randall a standing ovation. A 
BYU women's choir sang an arrangement of the hymn. Randall wrote 
the song after being asked to do so by LaVerne Parmley, president of 
the Primary, in 1957. As an additional imprint upon Mormon cul- 
ture, in 1967, Randall chaired a committee that created the "Choose 
the Right" (CTR) ring. 

62, an attention-grab- 
bing Southern Utah 
polygamist, died 27 
September 1998 from 
liver cancer. Joseph 
was raised in Cali- 
fornia as Greek Or- 

* Jaur 
Goc 

Spec 
Ke\ . R v l  

thodox, and he Joseph w~tl 
mamtalned that his 
beliefs were unrelated to Mormonism. lueverr .-.---, ,- 
knowledged performing in Utah's Lake Powe' 
thousand baptisms for the dead (a doctnne he s; 
the Bible-not from Mormons), and he had b 
twenty times. One wfe recently told the Salt Lake lnbune that she 
was one of seven surviving wives. Joseph had twenty-two children. 

Former BYU academic vlce president Robert K. Thomas died 
on 3 October 1998. Thomas's sernce in school administration 
under presidents Wilklnson and Oaks follo 
teaching career in the school's English 
dents acclaimed Thomas as one of B f l  
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A W A R D S Q H U N U K  

The followmg awards were presented a nl 1998 
Mormon History Association's annual conIerence at 
Washington, D C.. 

MHA Best Book: Todd C0mpt0n 
Plural Wives ofJoseph Sm~th (Signat 
Francis M. and Emily S. Chipman Award tor the Best First Book: 
Terryl L. Givens for Viper on the Hearth: M 
the Creahon of Heresy (Oxford Umversity Pres 

* Ella Larsen Turner Award for the Best Biograpny in Mormon 
History: Andrew F. Smith fo 
L$e and Tlmes of Dr. John Cook B 
Press) 
Steven E Christensen Award for ,,,, ,,,, Jocumentary: Will 
Bagley, editor, for The Ptoneer Camp of the Samts: The 1846 and 
1847 Trail journals of Thomas Bullock (Arthur H. Clark Company) 

T. Edgar Lyon Award for the Best Article of the Year Will Bagley 
for "Everything is Favourable and God is on Our Side: Samuel 
Brannan and the Conquest of California," inJournal of Monnon 
Histovy (Fall 1997) 
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BYU THEATER STOPS 
CENSORING MOVIES; LOCAL STORE 

OFFERS TO EDIT VIDEOS 
ENDING A long Bw tradition, the on-campus Varsity Theater an- 
nounced on 3 August 1998 that it would no longer excise objectional 
portions of popular movies in order to make them meet LDS stan- 
dards. Effective immediately, the theater now refrains from showing 
all films with objectionable scenes and language and shows only 
films that without editing meet the Varsity's standards-mostly G- 
rated and old, classic films. 

The announcement came only a few days after Paramount Studios 
ordered an American Fork, Utah, movie house to stop showing an 
edited version of the blockbuster Titanic. According to BYU's Daily 
Universe, that news item prompted reporters to inquire whether the 
university would continue to edit the films it shows. University 
spokesperson Came Jenkins told the Universe that BYU had been 
trying earlier this year to secure official permission from many film 
companies to edit films, but without success. School administrators 
had decided to stop editing films beginning fall semester, but the 
controversy at the American Fork theater prompted BYU to announce . . 
and im~lekent  the new 
theater policy earlier than 
planned. 

In contrast, Utah 
Valley State College, a 
public college in Provo- 
Orem that some half-jok- 
ingly refer to as "BW 
Jun~or" because of its 
proximity to the Church 

as a feeder school for 
BYU, announced in September 1998 that it would begn showing ver- 
sions of popular movies that the studios have edited for airline audi- 
ences. These films, which have had nude scenes removed but have 
not had language toned down sufficiently to meet BYU standards, are 
expected to find a market among LDs students who no longer have 
the Varsity Theater as an option for viewing current releases. 

In a related story, Sunrise Family Video, of Utah County, began of- 
fering to excise portions of its customers' copies of Titanic. As of mid- 
September 1998, the video store had already had more than 
twenty-three hundred requests for the cut. Sunrise has been threat- 
ened with lawsuits from Paramount Studios, but none has yet been 
filed. In the Utah press, Sunrise has contended that it is entirely legal 
for private owners of the video to edit it as they see fit; if it is for a per- 
son's own private use, that person can pay a professional service to 
perform the editing. 

"BYU RULE" OVERTURNED-SO BYU, 
OTHERS FIGHT BACK 

THE FIFTEEN-MEMBER board of governors of the National 
Collegiate Athletics Association voted in April 1998 to abolish the so- 
called "BYU Rule" that stipulated that collegate national champi- 
onship athletic events would not be held on Sundays. BYU and 
Campbell University, a small Baptist college in Buies Creek, North 
Carolina, are the only NCAA-member schools that refuse to partic- 
ipate in Sunday athletic events. Board members decided to do away 
with the rule for the sake of enhancing television revenues. 

Since the rule was abolished, however, BYU and Campbell 
University have worked together to try to have the thirty-five-year- 
old policy reinstated. The two universities needed to have one hun- 
dred schools request by July 6 that the governing board's ruling not 
be put in effect, but the schools succeeded in getting only ninety-nine 
supporters before the deadline, according to the Salt Lake Tribune and 
the Deseret News. 

The activists did, however, succeed in getting the attention of the 
NO\A. On 11 August, its board of directors tentatively reversed the 
NCAA'S earlier decision by passing legislation to create a new, inclu- 
sive policy The new rule allows committees that govern particular 
sports the flexibility to schedule championship events on any given 
day that is most appropriate given all considerations-inclusivity, fi- 
nancial, and any others. This latest ruling by the board of directors is 
subject to an ovemde vote by all participating schools at the NCAA'S 

January 1999 conference, but gven that BW and Campbell were able 
to find ninety-nine schools to support their cause, a vote to once 
again change the rule seems unlikely 

WOMAN APPOINTED TO PRESIDENT'S 
COUNCIL AT BYU 

FOR THE first time in more than ten 
years, a woman has been appointed to the 
prestigious and powerful President's 
Council at BYU, according to the Salt Lake 
Tribune. The council is a ten-member 
group that works closely with the school 
president, offering advice and giving di- 
rection. Addie Fuhriman was appointed 
in August. 

No women have served on the 
President's Council since the mid-1980s, 
although women comprise nearly 20 per- 
cent of all BYU faculty Nationally, ac- 
cording to the Tribune, women comprise Addie Fuhriman 

30 percent of all college faculty James 
Gordon, a BYU associate academic vice president, earlier this year said 
that the school lags behind national averages because BYU has a small 
pool of potential women hires. 

Fuhriman is a former University of Utah professor of psychology, 
past chair of the Utah State Psychology Licensing Board, and past 
president of the Utah Psychologcal Association. She received the 
Distinguished Teaching Award at the University of Utah. At BYU, she 
has most recently been the dean of graduate studies. Her new title is 
assistant to the president for planning and assessment. Fuhriman's 
appointment, according to the Tribune, followed a recommendation 
earlier this year from BYU's Faculty Advisory Council's Committee on 
Recruitment, Hiring and Social Environment to put at least one 
woman on the the council. 

President Memll J. Bateman told the Tribune that his decision to 
appoint Fuhriman to the post was consistent with the FAC's recom- 
mendation, but he added that he had been considering appointing 
her for the position before he received the FAC's suggestion last 
spring. "This was in motion long before that," Bateman told the 
Tribune. "It is important to have women as an integral part of the ad- 
ministration because half our students are women and we need them 
for role models." 

"I do understand the issues for women," Fuhriman said. "And I 
understand the intellectual and spiritual contribution that they make 
to this institution." 
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S U N  91. S P O T S  

CURRENT AFFAIRS 1 01 
ALL THE NATION was gossiping about the lurid revelations about 
President Clinton and Monica Lewinsky when Special Prosecutor 
Kenneth Starr's report was made public. But Bw students were coun- 
seled by Apostle Richard G. Scott to avoid it. "Don't read or otherwise 
fill your mind with the salacious details of this controversy. No good 
will come of that," he said at a BW weekly devotional. Although stu- 
dents accessed Starr's report through the Internet both at the BW li- 
brary and the Church-owned Deserel News, the next week, when the 
videotape of the President's grand jury testimony was released, K B w  
Channel 11, the University's N station, decided not to air its regu- 
larly scheduled evening showing of the The News Hour withJim Lehrer 
when the show analyzed the event. 

HANGING BY A THREAD - 
L a m  far the \, 

Const~tut~on am \ 
not tor the l l e .  nasW. 

' 

i ousillanimous snony. . . . i 
;hitten shirltailed puppies / 

From 3 speech ?- JU'! 5 ' 6 5 ~ .  

IMAGE FOIJND on the back of a Utah ACLU T-shirt, which was orig- 
inally used to hype Linda Sillitoe's Friendly Fire: The ACLU in Utah. 
Quoting Brother Brigham has never been so fashionable! 

CHANGED PARTNERS 
FOR A CENTURY, the RLDs church denied that Joseph Smith prac- 
ticed plural marriage, while the LDs church affirmed that he did. 
Now, however, the KLDs church's Herald House bookstore sells Todd 
Compton's recent Mormon History Association award-winning In 
Sacred Loneliness: The Plural Wives o j  Joseph Smilh, but the LDs 
church's Deseret Book store refuses to carry it. 

S U N S T O N E  C A L E N D A R  

1999 Symposium West. The conference will be on 16-17 
m a t  the San Francisco Airport Clarion. Contact Richard Rands 
(4 151969-6567; <rands7@aol.com>). 

1999 Sunstone Symposium. 1999 marks the silver anniver- 
sary of Sunstone, and its annual symposium will be held at the 
Salt Palace in Salt Lake City on 14-17 lulv 1999. Proposals are 
now being accepted. Contact Sunstone LO be on the preliminary 
proeram mailing list. 

T H E  M O R M O N  U N I V E R S E  

Kieth Merrill, writer and director of Legacy, has been commis- 
sioned by the Church to produce a new film featuring experi- 
enced, professional LDs actors in good standing, with non-white 
ethnicity a plus. Principal roles are: two women, ages 18-22 and 
45-55; boy, 14-16; and six men. ages ranging from 18 to 80. One 
other specific role is for a handsome, tall (over 6 feet), White or 
Near-Eastem male with penetrating eyes and kindly face. Many 
other lesser roles to be filled. Time is of the essence, so call quickly 
for more information: 8011370-9100. 

The Association for Mormon Letters will hold its annual 
conference on Saturdav. 20 Febmarv 1999, at Westminster 
College (1840 S. 1300 E., Salt Lake City), with morning and af- 
ternoon sessions, an awards luncheon, and an evening social 
where award-winners will read from their works. For more infor- 
mation, contact Neal Kramer (1025 JKHB, BYU, Provo, UT 
84602; 8 0  1/378-8606; <neal-Kramer@byu.edu>). 

The Center for the Study of Christian Values in 
Literature, at BW, will hold its fifth annual colloquium on 
25-26 March 1999. Selected papers will be published in Out ojlhe 
Best Books: Studies in Literature and Belief. One-page proposals, in- 
cluding tentative title, are due by 18 lanuary 1999; send to 
Richard H. Cracroft, 3076F JKHB, Brigham Young University, 
Provo, UT, 84602; or via e-mail at <RHC@email.byu.edu>. 

The second International Mormon Studies Conference in 
Durham, England, will convene 19-23 Am11 1999. The central 
theme will be whether or not the Church bears the potential to be- 
come a new world religion, but presentations will cover many di- 
verse topics. Conference organizers are now accepting attendee 
registrations. For more information, write to Douglas J. Davies, 
The College of St. Hild and St. Bede, (LDS Conference), University 
of Durham, Durham DHl 1SZ. England. 

The Mormon History Association will host its annual con- 
ference 20-23 Mav 1999 in Ogden, Utah. The theme of the con- 
ference will be "Mormonism at the Crossroads: Cultural Conflicts 
and Connections." While the deadline for proposals has passed, 
volunteers to chair and comment on sessions are still needed. To 
volunteer or for more information, contact Craig Foster or 
Suzanne Foster (Mormon History Association, 2470 N. 1000 W., 
Layton. UT, 8404 1 ; <suzfoster@aol.com>; 8 0  1/773-4620; 
fax 8011779-1348). 
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