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New Genesis: A Mormon Reader on Land and Community 
(Gibbs Smith Publisher) is a unique collection of Mormon personal 
essays on the emerging Mormon ecological consciousness. The fol- 
lowing was takenfrom the essay by Larry Young, the cochair of the 
Utah Wilderness Coalition and associate professor of sociology at 
Brigham Young University. Reprinted by permission. 
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OR THOSE OF US LIV- 
ing in modem societies, 
there is a particular 

danger that we are guilty of par- 
ticipating in the destruction or 
degradation of God's creation 
without fully realizing it. The 
logic of modem society and ad- 
vanced global capitalism is the 
logic of consumption and con- 
trol and dominion. It allows the 
most materially advantaged in- 
dividuals in our global commu- 
nity, including the majority of 

peans, to insulate themselves 
from many of the consequences of their actions. 

Being wise stewards of God's creation, for example, can be 
challenging when we are not immediately impacted by the 
pollutants of unregulated industrial production that result in 
low-cost goods at our local department stores but create un- 
healthy living conditions for our brothers and sisters in devel- 
oping countries. But because God has blessed us with intelli- 
gence, choosing to remain in ignorance does not absolve us 
from responsibility 

Upon reflection, we also realize the difficulty in justifying 
our modern standard of living since it is dependent upon a 
level of material consumption and pollution that cannot be 
sustained if all other human beings are to be afforded the same 
opportunity The truth is that God's creation would collapse if 
all the world were to live the way most of us do in America. 

So where does the call of Christ take us? Do we choose to 
sustain a global distribution of life chances that deny some of 
our brothers and sisters the same blessings that we have? 
Should we deny those less fortunate than us adequate health 
care, housing, and nutritional food, as well as the opportunity 
for parallel levels of material well-being, in order to protect the 
sustainability and divlnity of God's creation? Of course, this re- 

quires us to ignore the obvious, that God's economically disad- 
vantaged children are also part of the whole of creation. 

Or does the call of Christ lead us to consider different ways 
of living that allow for dignity and justice for all while also pro- 
tecting the divine creation? How do we sustain and nurture the 
whole of creation? I do not fully know the answer, but when I 
am spiritually alive it is clear to me that we must not seek to es- 
cape the question if we want to fully engage the sacred. 

At the very least, we must participate in a conversation and 
be faithful enough to understand that the call of Christ is a call 
to stand outside of the ordinary logic of our culture as we seek 
to live responsible, compassionate, fully aware lives. 

At its heart, the call of Christ in relationship to Go& cre- 
ation is a call to live in tension-a tension that exists because 
most of us are guilty of living on some level that contradicts 
what is necessary to protect creation and enable social justice 
for all humanity The call to live in critical tension is a call to 
constantly reflect upon the implications of our beliefs and ac- 
tions as they relate to the environment. If we assume that our 
beliefs and actions are always benign, we cut ourselves off from 
hearing the prophetic call of God. But we can begin to under- 
stand that the call into critical tension is a call to accept a di- 
vine gift. That is, as we struggle to discern God's call and live 
authentically in relationship to it, we will engage the spirit, and 
witness in every place that, at every moment, we are embraced 
by and participating in the sacred nature of creation. 

Our actions can transform. We can act to protect that which 
is at risk. As we seek to fulfill the divine stewardship we have 
been given, we can act with hope and confidence because we 
will be acting in concert with the will and imagination of God. 

1 belive that the more of us who engage the question of what 
constitutes right living in relationship toward God's creation, 
the more likely we are as a human family to be wise stewards. 
We see that exterminating species and degrading ecosystems, 
that polluting water and air, that condemning people to live in 
conditions of environmental degradation is not wise steward- 
ship. If sustaining our level of consumption dictates such brutal 
outcomes, then we are not engaged in compassionate living. 

I am filled with hope because within the Mormon commu- 
nity there is already a foundation for the development of a land 
ethic that does not shy away from the hard questions of our 
time. Such a land ethic awakens us to God's presence in every 
place and every moment, issuing forth the prophetic call to ex- 
perience the world fully, joyfully, and acknowledge our place 
within the divine creation. B 
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