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Y E A ,  Y E A  N A Y ,  N A Y  

and it is time that the Saints acknowledge 
their own remarkable accomplishment. Even 
the first century and a half of Islam does not 
compare! The LDS church is behaving like a 
sect, but it is now a world church. 

As a world religion, the ms church would 
do well to learn the lessons that the Catholic 
church once had to learn and now teaches. 
The contrast between the U.S. Roman 
Catholic universities' record in the past half- 
century-enlightened, great-spirited, toler- 
ant, and confident-with the same 
universities' record the century before tells 
the story. The Catholic universities chose to 
tell themselves the story of Catholic intellect 

by the narrow tradition of Inquisition and 
ution. They have not weakened but 

in the example of the intellectual leadership, 

WHAT'S SO FUNNY? for all world religions, undertaken by Pope 
John Paul 11. 

T'S THE POINT of the Calvin From that perspective, the recent past of 
Grondahl cartoon on the current Bw hardly shows faith in the affirmation, W" 

cover (SUNSTONE Dec. 1998)? My friend "The glory of God is intelligence," which the 
says it's a mean-spirited attack on the L D ~  offer the world. 
Church-that all who vote in Church are a JACOB NEUSNER 
bunch of clowns. Is that so? St. Petersburg, Ha 

CRIs BJORN 
Palm Springs, Gal$ 

Editors' response: 
SPECIAL NEEDS 

According to the cartoonist, he intended WAS SURPRISED to find in the January 
to show that everyone-including the I 18 Associated Press story, "Utah Agonizes 
clown-an be enthusiastic members of the Over Image-Tarnishing Olympic Scandal," 
congregation. Cal meant it as an affectionate the following statement: 
statement on Mormon diversity Brigham Young stood before his em- 

Not everyone read the drawing that way, battled Mormon followers and spoke 
and in the next issue we'll feature a collection candidly of bribing federal officials 
of short responses/commentaries by readers "to grease the wheels." 
on what responses to the humorous drawing "There is something in Mormon- 
say about how humor functions in ism that we're willing to make com- 
Mormonism and in Sunstone. We welcome promises politically to achieve what 
submissions (<SunstoneUt@aol.com>). we want to do, and I can see Mor- 

mons doing that," says Elbert Peck, 

A WORLD SECT editor and publisher of SUNSTONE, 
an independent Mormon periodical. 

T HE circle-the-wagons-mentality por- "I mean, we were willing to pay 
trayed in your account of the AAUP cen- bribes to get statehood." 

sure of Bw-a sad day in the history of a Since Peck's SUNSTONE affiliation is noted, I 
great center of higher learning in the USA and would be interested in an explanation. 
in the world-suggests that someone is There's no reference, so it's hard to catch 
imagning that James Buchanan is president Brigham Young's context, if he indeed made 
and the U.S. cavalry is galloping to attack Salt the statement. However it was spoken, such 
Lake City ("Policing 'The Lord's University': a comment in the context of the conflict that 
The AAUP and BW, 1995-98" by Bryan sharply aligned the Church and city against 
Waterman, SUNSTONE Dec. 1998). But the federal authorities in nineteenth-century 
LDS church has made itself a world religon, Utah is an intriguing one. 
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Undoubtedly, the conflict was a lot more more chatty than I should have on the paign, I attribute that role to our desire to be 
complex than Peck indicates and ultimately record. I apolope. taken seriously on the world stage, with our 
had a lot more to do with power than merely I was not misquoted. I do indeed feel that insecurities that come with that desire, which 
polygamy Pulling Brigham Young out of that there is something in Mormon culture, at compounded the "don't-ask inclinations we 
nineteenth-century battle with the feds and least in Utah Mormon culture (but not in offi- sometimes have. 
into the Salt Lake Olympics, like there cia1 Church teachings), that does allow But I understand the worldk curiosity 
should be some kind of "fit," is disturbing. 

But more troubling to me, as a long time 
SUNSTONE reader and admirer, are the 
quote's implications: that bribery and Mor- 
monism easily mix, or that Mormonism from 
its earliest times condoned bribery, or that for 
most Mormons the end justifies the means. 
Peck may have said much more in qualifying 
his statement, but as it stands, the quote is 
filled with "small-think," the type of stuff 
SUNSTONE, from its origins, has opposed. 

J. MICHAEL CLEVERLEY 
Helsinki, Finland 

- % ~  

Elbert Peck responds: 
My quote in that story was selected from 

an hour's conversation with the A.P reporter, 
but I did not supply him with the Brigham 
Young quote. Because he's a friend, I got 

"good Mormons to compartmentalize, ra- 
tionalize, or overlook questionable actions, 
especially of their supervisors. Maybe it's 
Mormon pragmatism or our good follower 
skills. 

But my single quote inaccurately con- 
veyed my overall views. As I discussed in the 
rest of my A.E interview, I don't believe the 
L D ~  church did anything unethical, nor do I 
think Mormonism per se had much impact in 
the Olympic bribery scandal. The dominant 
factor was a desire to get the Olympics, 
which was driven by business and civic lead- 
ers for economic reasons, and not by 
Mormons or the Church for proselyting rea- 
sons. 

To the small extent that Mormon culture 
did play a role in the Salt Lake Olympic cam- 

about whatever Mormon context there may 
be. It is to Mormonism's and Salt Lake's credit 
that we have such a reputation that these acts 
are such a big deal here. All this I said to the 
A.P, and more. 

Whatever. The story wasn't about my 
opinions, so I don't fault the reporter for not 
quoting me more. Nevertheless, in his focus 
on the Mormon angle, I do think that he got 
the overall emphasis wrong, and I wince at 
being quoted in that context. I blew it. 

SPIRITUAL POLYGAMIST 

W HEN LDS Church President Gordon 
B. Hinckley was interviewed on 

Larry King Live in September 1998, the dis- 
cussion inevitably turned toward the subject 
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of modem polygamy in Utah (SUNSTONE 
Dec. 1998). Again I heard the disclaimers 1 
have been hearing throughout my short life: 

. . . people mistakenly assume that 
this church has something to do with 
it. It has nothing whatever to do with 
it. It has had nothing to do with it for 
a very long time. It's outside the 
realm of our responsibility. These 
people are not members. Any man or 
woman who becomes involved in it 
is excommunicated from the church. 

Despite such denials, a growing minority in 
the Church today are theologcally polyga- 
mists. I refer to men who through divorce 
and subsequent remamage are sealed to 
more than one living spouse simultaneously 
Although these men may not live polygamy 
according to civil law, under the laws of the 
Church, they are spiritually polygamists. 
They live with the promise (or threat) that in 
the resurrection their plural wives will be 
sealed to them eternally. 

I am among this group. After my mission. 
I went to BYU and fell in love with and mar- 
ried a beautiful young woman. Gradually, I 
realized that much was amiss in our relation- 
ship. Eventually, I learned that my wife was 
having a sexual affair with the missionary 
who had taught her parents. Realizing that 
our maniage was a sham, I filed for and re- 
ceived a civll divorce. I was so angry that I 
also asked my bishop for a cancellation of 
our temple sealing. After writing the required 
appeal to the First Presidency, I learned that 
my request had been denied. My syrnpa- 
thetic bishop took me into a room and broke 
the news to me. He said that my ex-wife had 
expressed remorse to her bishop and was not 
excommunicated. Furthermore, my bishop 
sald that it was decided that the blessing of 
our temple marriage should remain with her 
until the time when she 
was ready to remarry in 
the temple. 

I was greatly disap- 
pointed that my eternal 
destiny would remain 
tied to hers. I saw her as 
my spiritual "ball and 
chain." Over the next few 
years, I made two more 
attempts to get a cancel- 
lation but was turned 
down. Finally, I worked 
with her bishop to try to 
arrange the cancellation 
under the rationale that 
she had remarried civilly 
and wanted to be sealed 
In the temple. Since she 

was never able to make herself worthy of re- 
turning to the temple, this request was also 
denied. Meanwhile, I met my true soulmate. 
We planned a mamage in the temple. It was 
hard explaining to my fiancee the many rea- 
sons she was to be my second wife in the 
eyes of the Church. She was understandably 
upset and concerned. 

One week before our maniage, my 
bishop read a letter from the First Presidency 
requiring that males seelung subsequent re- 
marriage in the temple need to undergo an 
extensive screening process. It is a lengthy 
procedure that takes six months. I ran up to 
my bishop immediately following the meet- 
ing. He told me the policy was not retroactive 
and would not affect my mamage that week. 
1 was satisfied the Church was taking its 
silent polygamy more seriously. We, the fu- 
ture polygamists, would have to go through a 
screening process to check our backgrounds 
for abuse or abandonment. This made sense 
to me, although 1 was relieved that 1 had beat 
the deadline. My stake president had made 
me feel like a jerk for divorcing my first wife, 
and 1 was glad to avoid meeting with him on 
the issue. 

Three days before my temple mamage, a 
temple worker phoned my fiancee and told 
her rather matter-of-factly that she needed 
to change her wedding plans since we could 
not get sealed. Can you imagine hearing that 
so close to your wedding? It was my darkest 
day since finding out about my first wife's 
adultery. I was being denied sealing because 
I had not gone through a process I had been 
begging someone to put me through for 
years! In a panic, I called all over 
Mormondom. Finally, after interviewing 
several of my former bishops, someone with 
authority gave us approval just a day and a 
half before our wedding. The ugly episode 

cast a shadow over an otherwise beautiful 
ceremony. We were lucky. I found out later 
that some couples were denied sealing 
when they amved for their scheduled mar- 
riages. 

So there I was, not yet out of my twenties 
and sealed to two women. I had reluctantly 
become a spiritual polygamist. My situation 
prompted me to study the history of 
polygamy in the Church. I came to realize 
that under nineteenth-century policy, my ex- 
wife's children are considered sealed to me. 
The standard ecclesiastical answer to my 
queries on this issue continues to be, "let the 
Lord sort it out." While I wait for him, 1 still 
have not found any official renunc~ation of 
this policy. 

As I get older, I meet many men in my sit- 
uation. Most, like me, are embarrassed by 
our spiritual polygamy We are hesitantly, and 
in some cases, unwillingly, participating in 
the Church's last grasp on this otherwise 
abandoned practice. We cringe when we 
hear our leaders claim that polygamy has no 
place in today's Church. We are modem-day 
polygamists. 

I eventually gave up trylng to cancel my 
sealing. I understand the sanctity of the tem- 
ple sealing, and I also appreciate the 
Church's reluctance to break that covenant. 
Somewhere deep inside, I do understand 
that he who created the universe can fix my 
marital mistakes. But if the Church is going 
to create spiritual polygamists, shouldn't it 
also be up front about the policy? Although 
the Church no longer condones simultane- 
ous civil marriage to more than one livlng 
partner, yet spiritually, a man can still be 
"mamed to multiple partners. Please don't 
deny our existence-you created us! 

NAME WITHHELD 
Texas 
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SILENT MAJORITY 

W HEN I READ the letter from 
President Madison U. Sowell of the 

Italy Milan Mission (SUNSTONE, Dec. 1998), 
I was reminded of a comment reported to me 
by one of my missionary companions. 
During the "worthiness" interview prior to 
the mission call, my companion's stake presi- 
dent said, "I'm not going to ask you if you 
masturbate, because 50 percent of the boys I 
interview admit to the practice and the other 
50 percent are lying." Based on the informa- 
tion in President Sowell's article, it would ap- 
pear that 80 percent are now lylng. 

I haven't had contact with that former 
missionary companion since we parted com- 
pany in Argentina, but the Church News once 
reported that he had been called as a stake 
president. My experience with him as a mis- 
sionary suggests that as a Church leader he 
will treat masturbation with the same highly 
developed sense of humor he manifested 
during our mission. For example, I remem- 
ber that as the straight-laced side of the pair, 
I was shocked by his comments like, "Her 
pants are so tight you can see a freckle on her 
butt." Of course, we both knew that it was 
against the mission rules to look at female 
butts, clothed or otherwise. 

Another of my missionary companions 
confessed to me one day with great sorrow 
that he masturbated in the shower in the 
morning. I really don't remember what my 
response was as his senior companion, but it 
was probably not helpful. That same mis- 
sionary later became a district leader, and 
then a zone leader. If, as a mission leader, he 
continued to spend that extra few minutes in 
the shower, I do not know. 

Whether 50 and 80 percent represent 
true statistics or someone's off-the-cuff esti- 
mate, the reality is that such things as mas- 

turbation are personal and private matters. 
And indeed, during the years the Church ex- 
ercised oversight in certain sexual practices 
in the bedroom, does someone seriously be- 
lieve that any significant number of couples 
"confessed to their bishops about their fa- 
vorite positions and fetishes? I believe that 
more and more, as President Sowellk statis- 
tics would seem to support, the attitude of 
even the most devout LDs is that anyone who 
asks about such things deserves to be lied to. 

STEW POWELL 
Puyallup, Wash. 

WHERE'S THE BEEF? 

T HE FACT that I thoroughly enjoy 
SUNSTONE from cover to cover-truly 

cool water to the thirsting-and am more 
grateful for it than I can convey scarcely 
weighs in your favor in the face of the serious 
transgression you have committed. 

I refer to the Mormon Index column of 
the March 1998 issue: 

SUNSTONE Item: "Ranking of Church- 
owned Deseret Cattle Ranch among 
world's largest beef ranches: 1" 
SUNSTONE Item: "Number of acres en- 
compassed by the Deseret Cattle Ranch: 
312,000." 
Really, the Deseret Ranch is just a week- 

end hobby farm. Get real. Australia has cattle 
ranches (we call them stations) a little larger 
than this. Strangeray Springs Station in South 
Australia, for instance, is reputedly the same 
size as Belgium. Anna Creek Station, owned 
by the Kidman family, totals 30,028 square 
lulometres. After some of it was sold last year, 
it is now only 23,000 square kilometre* 
8,880 square miles or 5,683,397 acres. 

Brunette Downs in the Northern Territory 
is relatively small-only 12,000 square kilo- 
meters (4,633 square miles or 2,965,248 

acres). And Headingly at Mt. Isa, 
Queensland, has 1,007,200 hectares (ap- 
proximately 2,488,000 acres). 

According to an article in the Australian 
Farm Journal (Nov. 19981, one company- 
the Australian Agricultural Co. in Brisbane, 
Queensland-owns twelve properties that 
are larger than the Deseret Ranch, including 
Brunette Downs and Headingly The smallest 
of the twelve has 226,000 hectares (558,220 
acres), and eight of the twelve are over 
400,000 hectares (that is, each is more than 
1,000,000 acres). There are, of course, many 
other companies with similarly large cattle 
stations in Australia. 

Hmm. A correction note is warranted. 
MARJORIE NEWTON 

Bass Hill, New South Wales, Australia 

Editors' response: 
Oops. You'd think we'd have learned by 

now not to trust Time magazine. 

NAME CALLING 

T URNABOUT is fair play. So, let's say I 
composed what I considered to be a 

witty, Swiftian satire in which I suggested 
that I put letter codes on cards and forced 
women in a singles ward to wear them so 
that we, the males, might know in advance 
what faults these single women possess. My 
chances of seeing such sexist folly in print 
would probably be pretty slim. However, if 
you change the genders around, it's perfectly 
all right for Miriam A. Smith to make such a, 
albeit satirical, suggestion in "A Modest 
Proposal for Reducing the Population of 
Single Men in the Church (SUNSTONE, June 
1998). I doubt that I am the only single man 
in the Church to view this as just one more 
incident of sanctioned guy-bashing, blaming 
us for perceived ills in the ward, the world, 

t & Pontius' Puddle 
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and the universe beyond. I am just surprised 
SUNSTONE would put it in print. 

JOE FASBINDER 
Santa Monica, Calv. 

DARWINIAN EVOLUTION 

I N an otherwise excellent essay ("Whither 
(Mormon) Scholarship?", SUNSTONE Dec. 

1998), Karl C. Sandberg makes an error that 
should be corrected before a myth is spread 
throughout intelligent Mormon c~rcles. 
Sandberg states that "Wallace . . . had 
reached Darwin's conclusions before Darwin 
had." A more correct statement would have 
been, "Wallace almost published a portion of 
Darwin's conclusions before Darwin did." 

Darwin developed natural selection over a 
number of years (beginning more than two 
decades before Wallace came up with his 
similar theory). Darwin had written his 
theory down and allowed others to read it 
(Joseph Hooker among them) more than a 
decade before Wallace formulated his theory 
Darwin was fearful that publication of his 
thoughts and evidence would cause him and 
his family much ridicule, given its controver- 
sial nature at the time. Had it not been for 
Wallace's subsequent "co-discovery" of nat- 

ural selection, The Orign of Species might 
have been published posthumously 

The 1858 Darwin-Wallace paper (see 
<http://www.inform.umd.edu/PBIO/darwinl 
darwinOl.html>) clearly shows that Darwin 
was the first to postulate "Darwinian 
Evolution." Wallace, similar to other lesser- 
known co-discoverers like Leibnitz with cal- 
culus, was fortunate to formulate a 
comparable theory before Darwin had pub- 
lished, so Darwin was kind enough to share 
the discovery with him (unlike Newton with 
regard to Leibnitz). See Adrian Desmond and 
James Moore's outstanding Darwin: The Life 
of a Tormented Evolutionist, W W Norton, 
1994, and <http://www.2think.org/darwin. 
html>, for more on this issue and Charles 
Darwin's fascinating life. 

AL CASE 
San Jose, CaliJ 

WHY MORMONS ARE 
MOSTLY REPUBLICANS 

M ANY SUNSTONE articles have 
lamented the fact that Utahns, and 

Mormons m general, are overwhelmingly 
Republican. In the recent Senate vote to im- 

peach President Clinton, the message came 
out loud and clear that the Republicans were 
the party of higher ethical and moral stan- 
dards. The Democrats' argument that "the 
President did temble things, but his actions 
were not impeachable" places them at a 
lower level. They themselves lied when they 
argued on the issues and voted "not guilty" 
Obstruction of justice and pe jury are serious 
crimes, and their commission was so obvious 
to anyone who pays attention to the news. In 
addition, Church leaders are always excom- 
municated for adultery or telling lies. Sim- 
ilarly, college presidents, corporate leaders, 
and others quickly lose their jobs with no 
questions asked. 

If one holds high public office, hisher be- 
havior should be well above that of the aver- 
age citizen. Mormons-Utah and else- 
where-should never have to apologze for 
being mostly Republican. 

JAY BAXTER 
Modesto, CaliJ 

L ETTERS IDENTIFIED FOR PUBLICATION ARE 
EDITED FOR CLARITY, TONE, DUPLICATION. 

AND VERBOSITY LETTERS ADDRESSED TO 

AUTHORS WILL BE FORWARDED, UNOPENED 
(fax 8011355-4043, SunstoneUt@aol corn) a 

T H E  M O R M O N  U N I V E R S E  1 
"Mormonism as a World Religion" is the theme of a confer- 
ence that will be held at the College of St Hild and St Beden, 
Durham University, in England, on 19-23 April 1999. It will fea- 
ture numerous well-known Mormon scholars as well as sociologist 
of religion B. R. Wilson and comparative religion authorities 
Ninian Smart and John Hinnells. For more information, contact 
conference organizer Douglas Davies as <???>. 

A new, regional Mormon newspaper has published it's first edition. 
The LDHerald serves Saints m the D~strict of Columb~a, Virginia, 
Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia. The pre- 
mh-e issue featured a story on the Washington Temple's Festival of 
Lights and Eugene Morlan, emeritus director of the Mormon Choir 
of Washmgton. For more information, contact <announce@ 
LDHerald.com>. 

"Covered Wagon Roads to the West," a new map published 
by Patrice Press in conjunction with the National Park Senice of- 
fers detailed information on the Mormon Trail and six other 
western U.S. trails. Contact Patrice Press at 800/367-9242 or 
<http://www.patricepress.com>. 

I 

1999 Symposium West. The conference will be on 16-17 
@ at the San Francisco Airport Clarion. Contact kchard Rands 
(415/969-6567; <rands7@aol.com>). 

1999 Sunstone Symposium. 1999 marks the silver anniver- 
sary of the Sunstone Foundation, and its annual symposium will 
be held at the Salt Palace in Salt Lake City on 14-17 Iulv 1999. 
Proposals now being accepted. Contact Sunstone to be on the  re- 
liminary program mailing list (343 N. Third West, Salt Lake C~ty, 
UT 84103; 801/355-5926; fax 801/355-4043; <SunstoneUt@aol. 
corn>). 

W O R D  BAZAAR 

OUT-OF-PRINT & RARE EDITIONS 

MARCH 1999 

Independently owned, Mormon-oriented Southern Virginia 1 
College in Buena Vista, Virginia, is offering a new spring term ; MORMON PERIODICAL SETS 

35 years of Dialogue, 99 percent complete, very good to mint, best offer. 
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program running 28 April 18June 1999. 
visit vanous historical and scenic sites around the svc campus, in- 
cluding Monticello, Appomattox, Washington, D.C. Call admis- 
sions at 800/229-8420 for information. 

25 years of Sunstone, 99 percent complete, very good to mint, best offer. 
Journal of Discourses, 1963 edition, mint, best offer. 300 Mormon- 
oriented books, very old to new, inquire. For sale by Kent Pinney, Las 
Vegas, 7021458-8264, evenings. 113 


