
S U N S T O N E  

F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R  

SILVER LIMNINGS 

By Elbert El 

ELOW are many fun ideas and pro- 
jects that reevaluate and expand 
Sunstone's contributions. Please share 

your ideas with us. (Sunstone, 343 N. Third 
West, Salt Lake City, UT 84103; 8011355- 
5926: fax 801/355-4043; <SunstoneUt@aol 
.corn>.) W i l e  reviewing this list, note how 
what Sunstone does is only possible by the 
generous donations of time and money and 
talents of those who have at least one of them 
in abundance. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1. Sunstone needs volunteers. We need 
help (a) updating Sunstone's subscription 
database computer; it's an on-going labor- 
address corrections, subscription changes, e- 
mail addresses, symposium attendance; (b) 
entering editing changes in upcoming maga- 
zine articles; (c) stuffing and mailing Sun- 
stone Mercantile book orders; (d) general 
filing; and (e) organizing the symposium and 
art auction (phone calling). One-time, irreg- 
ular, and regular help is welcome. Just let us 
know before you come so we can have things 
ready We don't pay money, but we do give 
valuable coupons redeemable for symposium 
cassette recordings or session admission. 

Thanks to these individuals who've made 
an on-going difference for years: When she's 
not tanning in St. George, Virginia Bourgeous 
volunteers one day a week, often packaging 
and mailing book orders. Whenever we need 
him, Steve Mayfield comes in on his day off 
and duplicates symposium recordings to fill 
orders. Similarly, another couple comes in 
and stuffs, sorts, and bundles our intema- 
tional subscriptions. 

2. Brookle and D. K. Brown Memorial 
Fiction Contest. SUNSTONE's short stories are 
selected through our fiction contest, which is 
made possible by the annual, generous dona- 
tion of the children of the late Brookie and D. 
K. Brown. The contest deadline is June 1, 
and we're looking for both short stories (less 
than six thousand words) and short short 

ugene Peck 

stories (less than one thousand words). 
Contact us to receive the detailed submission 
rules. Thanks to Phyllis Baker who is, once 
again, coordinating the contest. 

3.1999 Sunstone Symposium. Mark your 
calendars, and plan to attend this year's gath- 
ering, which promises to be the largest, most 
successful symposium ever. It will be at the 
Salt Palace in downtown Salt Lake City, 
14-17 July. As usual, we welcome respon- 
sible, well-researched and gracious expres- 
sions from a variety of points on any subject 
that does not violate sacred covenants or at- 
tack others. This year, we encourage presen- 
tations that address the theme "Being a 
World Church in the New Millennium." 
Contact us for a copy of the call for papers. 

The preliminary program will automati- 
cally be mailed to current subscribers and 
past symposium attenders in Utah, others 
should contact us to be put on the mailing 
list. This year, current subscribers will get a 
discount in the registration fee. 

We need volunteers in the office prior to 
the symposium and at the conference's regis- 
tration table and as door monitors (there are 
a depressing number of freeloaders). Volun- 
teers get passes for free symposium sessions 
or tape recordings; it's a good way for stu- 
dents and other needy souls to attend free. 
Because of generous donations, travel grants 
for young. student-scholar presenters are 
available. Thanks to those who donate fre- 
quent-flyer award plane tickets. 

4. Send us your e-mail address. If you 
have an e-mail address and didn't recently re- 
ceive Sunstone notices of the fiction contest 
or Symposium West, it's not entered in our 
computer. Send it to <SunstoneUt@aol.com>. 

SUNSTONE'S SILVER ANNIVERSARY 

T HIS year marks twenty-five years 
since six individuals met, in 1974, at 
E. E. Ericksen's cabin in Salt Lake's 

Millcreek Canyon and organized The Sun- 
stone Foundation. It took these young, ideal- 

istic students time to produce the first issue. 
and it's been a long, winding journey since. 
In fact, Sunstone's first publication was not 
the magazine but the fund-raising Mormon 
History Calendar, which became an annual 
Sunstone publication. The calendar marked 
the first step of the foundation's expanding 
journey in sponsoring diverse and worth- 
while Mormon studies projects from sympo- 
siums to fiction contests to cartoon books to 
book sales to a news magazine. 

It5 a fun tale. This year we're going to cel- 
ebrate and commemorate our achievements, 
and we're going to do it in ways that-while 
reflecting on our journey so far-help us gird 
up our loins to better cany on for the next 
twenty-five year trek. 

Here are the projects we're planning, and, 
surprise!, we need help. (Taken together, 
these points and pleas might make us appear 
overly needy, even greedy, but a few volun- 
teers for a project make a big difference.) 

1. Sunstone History. We've commis- 
sioned six authors to each write a chapter of 
Sunstone's history. The first installment, "The 
Scott Kenney Years" by Robert Lee Warthen, 
appears in the next magazine. Throughout 
the next twelve months, we'll also feature 
short, paragraph-length, commentaries by 
readers that both reflect on Sunstone's past 
and project its future. Please share your own 
musings, along with a photograph, if you 
wish. Write about what Sunstone does best 
that must be kept; share your hopes of what 
you would like Sunstone to begin. This year- 
long conversation can make a difference. 

2. Silver Anniversary Issue. Early this 
summer, a special issue of the magazine will 
reprint a dozen or so of SUNSTONE'S ground- 
breaking articles with updating refltctions by 
each article's author. This special iollection 
will also be used as a get-to-know-SUNSTONE 
promotional gift for new subscribers. When 
you get the issue, take time to revisit these 
classic articles; they're worth a second or 
third reading and are as fresh and relevant 
today as they were when they first appeared. 

3. The Silver Anniversary Symposium 
ReunionIParty. This summer's twentieth, an- 
nual symposium will feature sessions that 
take critical looks at what Sunstone's accom- 
plished and where it needs to go. It will be a 
celebration/birthday party/reunion of old and 
new friends. Come! We will also host healthy 
evaluation by insiders and outsiders who'll 
consider just how Sunstone can better serve 
its readers and the larger Mormon commu- , 
nity. We welcome proposals. 

We are inaugurating two annual sympo- 
sium lectures that will strengthen every sym- 
posium from now on and the magazine-the 
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Lowell Bennion Lecture on Mormon human- 
itarianism and the Leonard J. Amngton 
Lecture on Mormon history. Each lecturer 
will receive an honorarium; we need dona- 
tions to establish their on-going support. 

4. Sunstone Web Site. This year we will. 
finally, launch a web page. Its sections will 
eventually include: 
E? subscription information with secure, 

online credit-card subscription and renewal; 
D a detailed summary of the contents of 

the current issue; 
D a list of the table of contents of all past 

issues (with cover reproductions), with on- 
line, back-issue ordering; 
B a complete subject/author/title index 

of all past issues of both SUNSTONE and the 
late Sunstone Review; 
D an up-to-date listing of upcoming 

Sunstone symposiums, with online registra- 
tion and cassette tape ordering; 
D a complete list of past symposium pre- 

sentations, with publication references and 
online cassette recording ordering; 
V the Sunstone Mercantile book store 

with online ordering. 
We'll start small and add the above infor- 

mation as we are able. Obviously, we need 
volunteers to make this project a reality It5 
one that will aid all of us for years to come. 

5. Readers' and Symposium Attenders' 
Survey. It's been more than fifteen years since 
Sunstone surveyed its audience to better un- 
derstand just who Sunstone serves. We in- 
tend to conduct two surveys this year-one 
of our subscribers and one of the Salt Lake 
symposium attenders. Again, we need volun- 
teers to collect data and tabulate results. 

6. Mormon Art Exhibit and Auction. For 
six years, the Salt Lake symposium has 
hosted an art auction. Its profits help cover 
the symposium's and magazine's expenses. 
This year, we are planning our biggest exhi- 
bition. The art auctiodsale will be on Thurs- 
day and Friday, 15-16 July, at the Salt Palace. 
Since it is in downtown Salt Lake City, we 
hope many businesses and law firms will 
purchase high-quality works of art at afford- 
able prices for their offices. We need art do- 
nations, art buyers, and volunteer help. 
Thanks to Pam Weilenmann, who is, again!, 
chairing the event. 

4. Printing Endowment. Years ago, former 
SUNSTONE editor Peggy Fletcher extolled the 
virtues of Sunstone being financially "always 
a little hungry." Well, when you read the his- 
tory, you'll see how for much of its quarter- 
century life, Sunstone has not just been a 
little hungry, it has almost always been mal- 
nourished and occasionally on the brink of 
starvation. Sunstone will always have a tight 

budget, and that is a good thing. A frugal 
budiet doesn't cause malnutrition-an un- - 
even and unpredictable cashflow does. 

Running Sunstone is like running a 
hurdle race. Each week there are low finan- 
cial hurdles to leap--rent, payroll, supplies, 
phone and utility bills, Xerox and computer 
lease payments, typesetting, mass mailings, 
and postage. For the most part, these bars are 
leaped by on-going subscription, donation, 
Sunstone Mercantile, and other incomes. 

Then comes the high hurdle-printing 
and mailing the magazine. That financial 
hurdle is frequently difficult to leap in one, 
natural stride. Sometimes we have to back 
up, take a deep breath, and start running on 
faith that we'llhave the energy when we need 
it. Occasionally, it takes several tries. Once, in 
Sunstone's long ago, darkest years, there 
were three pasted-up magazines just waiting 
for funds to go to the press. Fortunately, that 
kind of starvation hasn't happened in over a 
decade; nevertheless, this kind of pause in 
our course's run delays renewal income and 
puts us farther behind. 

If we could regularize Sunstone's ability to 
cover printing costs, we would significantly 
reduce many other financial and editorial 
challenges, too. This is the most important 
change we could effect to strengthen Sunstone. 
Here is our plan: 

The magazine needs to come out more 
regularly, and the major key to achieve this 
goal is to lower the printing financial hurdle. 
That is where a printing endowment comes 
in. We need a -wrmanent. non-touchable 
fund whose interest would help lower each 
issue's printing cost. An endowment of 
$100,000 at a modest return of 5 percent in- 
terest would generate $5,000 annually-a 
little under $1,000 per issue. That helps; ide- 
ally, we need a $500,000 endowment. In the 
next twelve months, our goal is to get be- 
tween 100 and 500 friends to donate $1.000 
or more beyond their normal level olgiving. 

A committee has been organized to work 
on this project; you'll hear more from them 
later. ~ u t  if  you're inclined to help, send a 
check to the Sunstone Printing Endowment 
Fund, or tell us of your commitment to do- 
nate. You can make installment payments 
(we'll even bill a credit card for a specified 
amount each month). If a thousand dollars is 
too much for your budget, even in incre- 
ments, consider recruiting ten friends to each 
gve one hundred dolla&. If we really want 
Sunstone to be here for its golden anniver- 
sary, we need to lay this foundation now, be- 
ca;se, frankly, our current mode of operation 
relies on the energy and resources of too few 
people who can easily bum out. 

VISIONS OF SUNSTONE 

T HESE projects are a large agenda. 
They both strengthen and expand 
Sunstone. 1 am committed to working 

flippin' hard this year to make them happen 
because Sunstone is worth it. 

While talking with a past SUNSTONE ed- 
itor about our twenty-five year history- 
what it has achieved, what it hasn't, what 
people criticize it for, what they crave about 
it-we began to daydream about what we 
would do with SUNSTONE if we had unlim- 
ited resources. How we would commission 
articles that document and explore the dy- 
namic changes in this growing church. An 
in-depth feature on how Mormonism is get- 
ting involved in humanitarian causes, for ex- 
ample. Or one on how a temple near every 
member will change the Church. Or ones 
that explore the everyday aspects of being 
Mormon. We'd send thoughtful observers to 
investigate what is happening in Africa, 
eastern Europe, and Latin America. We'd 
commission careful writers on timely issues 
facing the Church-both those generated 
from inside and those generated by larger so- 
cial currents. These writers would survey 
scholars and informed individuals and distill 

U t a h ' s  Black H a w k  W a r  
John Alton Peterson 

"For almost eighty years. historians and 
the Utah community have waited for a 
scholar to write the history of Utah's 
Black Hawk War. We finally have the 

answer in this exemplary work." 
-Brigham D. Madsen, 

University of Utah 
Cloth $59.95, Paper $ 19.95 
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their findings in well-crafted articles. Then 
when someone says, "SUNSTONE should fea- 
ture an article on , "  we won't have to 
reply, "Well, we don't pay, so people write on 
what they're interested in." Sunstone is fun- 
damentally submission-driven, and that vol- 
unteer aspect builds community by sharing 
authentic, unscripted voices of individual 
Mormons. That should always be Sunstone's 
heart. Still, it'd be nice to shape our discourse 
a little more, too. 

In my ideal magazine and symposium, 1 
want a broader array of voices and perspec- 
tives, with more excellent expression and 
careful thought and less whine and lament. 
The FARMS and Signature Books authors 
talking to each other, sans the personal at- 
tacks; the candid, self-reflective experiences 
of the ultra-orthodox contrasting those of the 
expansive heterodox. I benefit from hearing 
how people put the theologicaVspiritual 
puzzle together differently 

But that all-inclusive, utopian, intellectual 
family reunion is not really possible, al- 
though we never stop trying. For we Mor- 
mons are human-we're a line-drawing 
people, and, by golly, each individual's line of 
acceptability is usually just beyond where 
they stand. At Sunstone, we confront that dy- 
namic daily As a result, I try not to play that 
exclusionary line-drawing game in Sun- 
stone; I want every responsible voice sharing 
their experiences and thoughts in our tent. 
Yet, in practice, because Sunstone hasn't 
been willing to exclude some controversial 
liberalssay a Michael Quinn--others con- 
clude that they can't join us. So while we 
don't draw a hard line, nevertheless the re- 
sulting imbalance from others' choices effec- 
tively draws one for us. (And, the judgmental 
line-drawing of the so-called liberals creates 
the situation just as much as that of the so- 
called conservatives.) 

I have learned by sad experience that al- 
most all men and women use their own cur- 
rent, although still evolving, theological map 
as the ruler by which they quite rigidly judge 
things. It's as if they want to recreate the 
Church and world in their image. Only a 
chosen few habitually approach things tenta- 
tively, humbly, open to being influenced by 
different perspectives, without becoming de- 
fensive, threatened, and uncivil. One 
thoughtful, BYU professor regularly exits 
symposium sessions on a controversial topic 
by telling me, "That was interesting. 1 don't 
agree with this position for the following rea- 
sons, but I'm glad 1 heard what they had to 
say I now know better what I think." We all 
could be a little more adult, and a little less 
excitable, in hearing differing positions. 

In the last week, 1 received two letters. 
Each listed the articles from a recent issue 
that the writer enjoyed; each upbraided 
me for one piece they found theologically 
objectionable. Of course, their very cer- 
tain judgments conflicted. I value these 
letters; we need more feedback like that. 
What saddened me was that each corre- 
spondent basically concluded: "I can't 
continue to subscribe if you continue to 
run such articles!" Such polarized times. 

In fact, we try to design each issue so 
that in it there is something speculative 
and something faith-affirming, some faith 
journey and some scholarly analysis, and 
something "conservative" and something 
"liberal." Regardless of where they stand, 1 
hope every reader finds both comfort and 
unsettlement in each issue. 

And so we think a lot about tone, per- 
ceived and real-a true, twenty-five year 
Sunstone topic. We don't always get 
things right. I regularly question Sun- 
stone's larger worth. There are things 
Sunstone should have done or should 
have done differently or should not have 
done at all. Some days, I'm dam proud of 
our product; other days, we're all charac- 
ters in the Okefenokee Swamp. 

Recently, after a friendly, stinging cri- 
tique, I spent a night listening to 
Beethoven while thumbing through all 
the back issues. Long-forgotten articles 
jumped out. Oh, that's a good one. So's 
that one! I'd forgotten about that. The 
cartoons were funny, too! Even the stale 
news was fresh. So often, we remember 
the things we don't like and then rein- 
force that bias with only a few periodic 
confirmations. But that night, I took 
Sunstone whole, and, 0 my heck!, it is an 
impressive enterprise. So many sensitive 
voices, so many great articles. Items 1 still 
wince at, to be sure, but overall, a thing of 
faith, of humanity, of thoughtfulness and 
understanding, of care and passion, of 
concern and love, of celebration and joy 
A worthy undertaking. I know incredible, 
sel f-forgetting, holy Saints whose lives 
demonstrate, as one pundit said of 
Ronald Reagan, that the unexamined life 
can be worth living. Sunstone is not for 
them. But for many whose spiritual gifts 
include the intellectual bent, Sunstone is 
a blessing. 

As your personal commemoration of 
our silver anniversary, make time to flip 
through the pages of past, and bask in the 
light that bursts forth; it's an enriching ex- 
perience. Then share your reflections 
with us, while yet in the spirit. B 

ONE LAST TIME 
That Sunday afternoon 

with my father 

we watched a football game, 

joked, and shared dinner, 

laughing at my mother's cooking 

while she fumed 

like her overdone pot roast. 

I yelled, "See you!" 

He waved me into the night, 

neither of us knowing 

it would be for the last time. 

When my brother called 

the next night, 

and when we stood 

by the grave that seemed 

a bad practical joke, 

I was too stunned 

to wish for one more 

time with my father: 

a wish granted 

only in fairy tales. 

It was months later- 

seeing a man 

who walked like my father, 

that same jaunty stride 

as if he were on his way 

to meet my mother 

at their favorite restaurant- 

that I wished we'd said 

our loving goodbyes 

with a handshake, 

a kiss, some wise words 

to cany me through my life 

and my father into the darkness. 
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