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WARTS AND SKELETONS 
By Henry Eyring 

Often called the most distinguished Mormon scientist of this dispen- when I wanted to, and when I got through, Brother Evans said, 
sation, Henry EyringS dual commitment to the Church and to truth "I do not know anyone who characterizes the idea of indepen- 
is illustrated in this anecdote here told in Reflections of a Scientist, dence any more than you do. Are you applylng for the job?" I 
which was recently reissued by Deseret Book Company. Reprinted said, "No, I am not applying for the job, but I think I have given 
by permission. good advice." 

I did not have any 

T HE CHURCH WAS 
planning the new 
Church magazines, 

which would begn to ap- 
pear in 197 1. As a member 
of the Sunday School 
General Board I got a letter 
from Richard L. Evans, a 
member of the Quorum of 
the Twelve, to come to a 
meeting about the new 
magazines along with a 
great many other people. 
The night before the 
meeting, I was visiting my 
sister Camilla and her hus- 
band, Spencer W Kimball, 
and I said, "I am going to a 
meeting for the maga- 
zines." S~encer said, "I am 

Henry Eyring einbi-aces Prcsidcnt Spcnccr MT K~n~bul l  as his sistct 
Camilla Eyring Kimball looks on. 

going, too, at nine o'clock." 
In the morning, my secretary was gone, and I was a little bit 
late, so I hurried down to the Church Office Building. I went in 
and said to the receptionist that I was supposed to go to a 
meeting. He said, "Well, isn't it this afternoon?" I said, "No, it's 
thls morning." And so he took me in and there were four apos- 
tles-Spencer W Kimball, Marion G. Romney, Brother Evans, 
and Howard W Hunter-and the magazine editors. I was quite 
surprised that no one else was there from the Sunday School, 
but I thought, "Well, they must regard me very highly," and so I 
just sat down. The discussion went around, and I was willing to 
offer my view quite freely However, Brother Evans said, 'Your 
turn will come in a few minutes." 

When they got around to me, I told them that the Church 
magazines never would amount to a dam if they did not get 
some people with independence in there who had real ideas 
and would come out and express themselves. If they were going 
to rehash old stuff, they would not hold the young people. I 
gave them quite a bit of very fine advice and I cussed a little 

feeling, even after I had 
been there, that anythng 
was wrong, and thought 
that they must have a high 
opinion of my wisdom. 
When I got back to my of- 
fice, my secretary asked, 
"Where have you been?" I 
said I had been down to 
the Church magazine 
meeting, "That is t h s  after- 
noon at two o'clock." 

What is so funny is not 
that I made a mistake, but 
that I was so insensitive as 
to not realize it. I didn't go 
to the two o'clock meeting. 
I felt I had done my work. 
Brother Evans got up in 
that meeting and, I am told, 
said that they had had 

a meeting in the morning and that very useful advice had 
been supplied by Brother Eynng. He did not say I had not been 
invited. 

I was amazed at the graciousness of the Brethren in mahng 
me feel I belonged, when any one of them might well have been 
annoyed. They are a most urbane group. On my part, there was 
no holding back; I just tried to help them all I could. 

However, the point I was making at that meeting still inter- 
ests me. We should be willing to enjoy a full picture of our 
heroes, leaders, and history. I believe that when we ignore the 
"darker side" we leave ourselves unprepared for the revelation 
of some unhappy deed or event of past or present. We might be 
better off if we leave the warts on and let a few of the skeletons 
out of the closets ourselves for open examination. On the other 
hand, there are dangers in debunlung everyone and everything 
that is a little above the ordinary We ought to seek a happy 
balance of letting the truth flow forth without either hiding or 
diggng for problems. 0 
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